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WKbou  Mdb  |80  feccn  an  irnqptefng  Snaiplf^ 
THIS  WORK 

18  AFFECTJONATELT  DEDICATED. 


P  li  E  F  A  C  E. 


HE  ancient  town  of  iikstkk,  Ma.s.sachu- 
setts,  offers  a  fruitful  Held  for  the  his- 
torical student.  It  is  not  possible  for  one 
to  examine  the  events  which  have  occurred  during 
the  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  years  of  its  exist- 
ence without  becoming  filled  with  a  desire  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  men  wliose  actions  shaped 
the  town  as  it  grew  from  its  small  beginning,  and  who 
established  the  noble  institutions  which  will  always 
keep  alive  the  beloved  name  of  **  Dorchester." 

The  author  of  this  volume  was  impressed  with  the 
fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  existence  of  rich  traditions 
and  associations,  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  had  hut  little  knowltMlge  of  tliein. 
The  only  coniph^tc  history  of  Dorchester,  published 
in  1859  by  the  Dorchester  Antiquarian  and  His- 
torical Society,  has  for  some  years  been  out  of  print. 
Blake's  Annals/'  printed  in  1846,  found  a  place  in 
the  libraries  of  those  especially  interested  in  the 
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early  records,  but  was  not  popularly  known  among 
the  citizens.   Dr*  fiarns's  Chronological  and  Xopo-  ^ 
graphical  Account'*  of  the  town,  published  in  1804, 
covered  but  a  small  portion  of  the  history,  as  he 

intended  later  to  i.ssue  a  conipreliensive  vuluiuc  on 
the  subject.  The  Record  Comuussioners  of  Boston, 
in  1 870,  printed  the  first  volume  of  the  Town  Records 
of  Dorchester,  —  accomplishing  an  invaluable  ser- 
vice in  preserving  for  posterity  these  historical  doc- 
uments; and  in  1892  the  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Barrows 
and  Mr.  William  B.  Trask  performed  a  like  service, 
in  editing  the  Records  of  the  Fir^t  Church.  To  all 
these  earlier  publications  the  author  acknowledges 
his  indebtedness. 

A  narrative  history  of  the  town,  however,  has 
never  before  been  published.  The  author  has 
attempted  to  gather  together  the  most  important 
part,  of  the  material  existiiifr  on  the  subject,  and  to 
combine  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  of  in- 
terest not  only  to  those  familiar  with  the  facts,  but 
also  to  those  who  know  little  of  the  story,  and  who 
are  desirous  of  learning  something  of  the  historic 
.«*pots  which  surround  them.  To  accomplish  this,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  omit  all  genealogies;  as  these, 
while  of  inestimable  value  to  an  exhaustive  work, 
are  not  of  interest  to  the  general  reader,  and  do 
not  properly  belong  to  the  narration.  Mention  has 
been  made,  however,  of  the  more  important  of  the 
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infaabitanta  of  the  town,  with  a  view  to  show- 
ing the  influence  they  wielded,  and  the  effect  of 
their  labors. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  error.s  of 
fact  or  date  from  appearing  in  these  page^i ;  but  the 
author  cannot  hope  to  escape  the  fate  of  all  those 
who  venture  to  tread  in  historical  path&  In  all 
cases  possible,  however,  the  authorities  which  have 
been  consulted  have  been  verified  by  comparison. 
When  the  history  appealed  m  serial  form  in  the 
•'Dorchester  Beacon,"  criticism  and  additions  were 
invited,  with  a  view  to  avoid,  if  possible,  misstate- 
ments or  omissions. 

The  author  begs  to  take  this  opportunity  grate- 
fully to  acknowledge  the  uniform  kindness  and 
courtesy  with  which  his  requests  for  information 
have  been  received.  Without  the  co-operation  of 
many  citizens  of  the  town,  the  publication  of  this 
volume  would  have  been  almost  impossible.  Ac- 
knowledgment should  especially  be  made  to  Mr. 
William  B.  Trask,  who  has  carefully  examined  the 
pruo{-sheet.Sj  luakiiig  invaluable  corrections  and  sug- 
gestions; to  Mr.  John  Wilson,  whose  advice  has 
been  of  great  value,  and  to  whom  the  typographical 
appearance  of  the  book  is  due;  to  Dr.  Benjamin 
Oushing,  Mr.  William  C.  Codman,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
F.  Freeman,  for  untiring  efforts  in  the  interests  of 
the  work ;  and  also  to  others  who  have  generously 
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contributed  their  time  and  labor.  Thanks  are  also 
due  to  the  House  Art  (Jorapany,  to  the  "New  Eng- 
land Magazine/'  and  to  Ticknor  &  Company,  for 
kind  pennission  to  reproduce  certain  illustrations. 

With  these  few  words  the  author  presents  this 

volume  to  his  readers.  If  he  has  succeeded  in 
making  the  story  of  Good  Old  Dorchester  more 
familiar  to  thoae  interested  in  her  prosperity,  his 
labors  have  not  been  in  vain. 

WmJAH  DANA  OBCUTT. 

KOTBHBBB,  U08. 
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GOOD  OLD  DORCHESTER 


CHAPTER  I. 

COLONIAL  TIMB8.  16a0-l<»8. 

HE  Puritan  moyement  dates  liaek  to  tiie 
Elizabethan  era.  Queen  Mary  had  say- 
agely  peneoutod  tiie  Befonning  element 
in  the  Church  of  England,  sending  to  the 
stake  Archbishop  Cxanmer,  Bishops  Ridley 
and  Latimer,  and  nearly  three  hundred 
others,  in  her  endeavor  to  crush  out  the  rising  spirit  of 
free  thought.  The  welcome  death  of  the  Bloo<ly  Queen, 
in  1558,  had  raised  a  hope  in  the  hearts  of  the  people; 
but  a  new  danger  now  presented  itself.  The  English 
exiles,  during  their  sojourn  abroad,  had  adopted  a  tjpe 
of  Refonned  religion  which  diffeied  £tom  that  used  by 
their  own  Ghnroh,  and  this  they  endeavored  to  force 
upon  the  dmreh  of  England.  Qoeen  EUzabeth  favored 
ceremonial ;  whUe  tlie  forel^  Reformers  put  themselves 
in  opposition  to  everj-thing  in  the  ritual  which  suggested 
the  Roman  Catholic  rt»ligion.  The  latter,  who  came  to  be 
known  as  "  Puritans,"  from  the  fact  that  they  professed 
to  follow  the  pure  word  of  (iod,  in  opposition  to  all  trar 
ditions  and  human  constitutions,  thus  found  little  sym- 
pathy from  those  in  authority. 


20 


GOOD  OLD  DOBGHnBB. 


At  this  time  the  Prayer-UMik  was  reviewed,  and  the 
changes  then  made  tended  to  increase  mther  than  to  Iei>Ben 
the  ceremonial.  This  Hie  qasen  ocdered  to  be  vigorously 
enScoNSiedt  and  the  Piiritaiis  were  compelled  to  take  deeiaave 
stops.  Some  immediately  sepamted  Irom  tiie  Chuioh 
(1566) ;  while  othen  sought  to  devise  plans  for  evading 
the  laws,  and  still  keeping  their  benefices. 

By  degrees  Elizabeth  removed  the  ministers  who  were 
known  to  favor  the  Puritan  movement,  until,  in  1583,  she 
was  surrounded  by  those  on  whom  she  could  depend  to 
carry  out  her  wislies.  An  liiualiop  Wliitgift,  the  pnmate 
who  Bucceeded  Gnndal,  wim  a  severe  disciplinarian,  and 
he  applied  the  subscription  list  with  much  more  thorough- 
ness than  any  of  his  pgredeoessois.  This  ineieased  the 
numbw  of  dissentexs,  but  produced  conf onnity  in  the 
Church. 

When  it  became  evident  to  the  Puritans  that  legislative 
relief  was  impossible,  they,  unwisely,  began  to  write  libels 
against  the  bishops  and  the  clergy,  until,  in  1593,  an  act 
was  passed  which  made  Puritanism  an  offence  against 
the  statute  law.  Tt  was  from  this  date  tliat  the  eraigrar 
tion  of  the  Pui-itaiis  Ix'j^n.  The  fundatio  perfietem, — 
the  real  foundations  of  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts,"  — 
says  Edward  Everett,  are  to  be  sought,  not  in  the  patent 
of  James  or  tlie  diatter  of  Charles,  witii  their  giant  of 
zones  of  tonitoiy  hmn  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  but  in 
die  stem  text  of  tUs  act  of  1598.** 

The  accession  of  James  I.  to  the  throne  caused  the 
Puritans  to  entertain  expectations  of  relief.  On  the  con- 
tmr}%  liowever,  they  received  no  more  consideration  from 
him  than  from  his  pre<1(><  <»ssor,  and  found  that  they  must 
expect  harsh  treatment  unless  they  conformed  to  the 
laws. 

The  l^uritans  of  Massachusetts,  while  opposed  to  the 
ceremonial  of  the  ancient  Church,  did  not  belong  to  the 
violent  school  of  the  ^  Separatists,'*  as  the  more  radical  of 
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the  Reformers  were  called.  They  regarded  the  established 
Church  of  England  as  a  tnie  Cliurch,  but  found  it  a 
burden  upon  their  consciences  not  to  be  allowed  to  worship 
"after  their  own  light/'  Soon  after  Charles  I.  iiscended 
the  tiirone,  they  determined  to  execute  the  plan  which 
they  had  meditated  for  some  yeai-s.  hi  the  New  World, 
they  thought,  they  could,  without  a  formal  flepaiation  from 
the  Church  of  England,  enjoy  the  more  nm^e  and  iinoa- 
tentatbus  forms  of  worship  which  were  forbidden  them 
in  die  land  of  their  birth.  It  was  for  this  purpose, 
therefore,  dutt  in  the  year  1630  a  goodly  company  of 
determined  men  and  women,  chiefly  from  the  counties 
of  Devon.  Dorset,  and  Somerset^  gathered  together  at 
Old  Plynioulh,  making  preparations  to  sail  with  their 
families  and  possessions  to  a  land  of  which  they  knew 
so  little,  and  yet  from  which  they  hoped  so  much.  Chief 
among  the  company,  besides  the  ministeis,  were  Messrs. 
Clap,  RoBBitN',  Ludlow,  Olover,  Johnaon,  Terryj  Smith, 
Gallope,  Hull,  Stoughton,  Cogan,  Hill,  Southcote,  Loyell, 
Duncan,  Pinney,  Richards,  Way,  Williams,  and  Tilly. 

Thus  quaindy  dow  the  ancient  chronicler  record  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  which  cost  England  so  many 
of  her  best  yeomen : — 

**Wben  many  must  Godly  and  Religious  People  that  Dis- 
sented fKnn  y*  way  of  Womhip  then  Established  by  Law  in 
y*  Realm  of  Bngland,  in  y*  Beigir  of  King  Charles  y*  fimt, 

being  denied  y*  free  exercise  of  Relij^ion  after  y*  manner  they 
professed  iicconlini?  to  y*  litrht  of  (J-od's  Word  ami  their  own 
coDScieucos,  did  under  y*"  Imouragement  of  a  Charter  Granted 
by  y*  S*"  King,  Charles,  in  Fourth  Year  of  his  Reign,  A.  D. 
1628,  Remoue  themsclues  &  their  Families  into  y**  Colony  of 
y*  Massachusetts  Bay  in  NeW'Englsnd,  that  they  might  Wor^ 
ship  God  aceording  to  y*  light  of  their  own  Consciences, 
without  any  bnrthensome  Impositions,  which  was  y*  very 
motive  A  canse  of  their  oorninjr  ;  Then  it  was,  that  Ihp  First 
Inhabitants  of  Dorchester  came  ouer,  &  were  y**  first  Company 
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or  Qmreh  SomtHy  that  wnued  here,  next  to  j*  Town  of  Salem 
who  wee  one  year  bef<»e  them."  * 

A  oommon  purpose  made  these  people,  who  were 
almost  unknown  to  each  other,  the  closest  friends.  The 
Rev.  John  White,  of  Trinity  Parish,  Dorchester,  in  Dorset, 
had  been  the  means  of  persuading  them  to  make  this 
strike  for  liberty  iind  liappiness ;  and  we  can  imagine  him 
moving  amon^  tliem,  with  a  word  of  encourafrement  for 
the  faint-hearted  ones,  a  bright  smile  and  a  tiim  iiaad- 
shake  for  the  etoutliearted,  and  with  a  confidenoe  and 
firmnefla  in  his  manner  which  inspired  all  with  faith  and 
courage. 

This  was  not  the  fiist  proof  of  Mr.  White's  sympathy 
with  the  emigration  movement.  He  had  given  his  assistanoe 

and  money  to  the  settlers  at  Plymouth,  and  had  encoui^ 
aged  the  Old  DorchestPi-  fi^liermen  in  their  voyag^es 
to  American  watei-s.  I'iie  fiuliire  of  a  settlement  he  at- 
tempted at  Cape  Ann  in  1G24,  under  Roger  Conant,  in 
order  to  furnish  a  truliug-poiiL  for  tlie  fishermen  on  the 
coa^t,  only  stimulati^d  him  to  greater  efforts;  and  he 
threw  his  whole  heart  and  soul  into  thia  new  enterprise. 

Rev.  John  White  has  been  termed  **the  Patriarch  of 
Dorchester  '*  by  his  contemporaries,  and  "the  father  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony**  by  later  writers.  He  sympathized 
with  the  Puritans;  but, as  he  thd  not  regard  the  ceremonial 
to  be  of  vital  importance,  he  did  not  separate  fiuni  the 
Church.  His  moderation,  however,  made  liiin  un|K>pular 
with  the  aulhoritii's,  and  the  eavalri^  of  Prince  Rupert 
destroyed  his  house  and  ciuried  awav  his  libi-ary,  forcing 
him  to  go  to  London.  He  is  said  i<t  have  been  a  man  who 
was  grave,  yet  without  moroseness,  who  would  willingly 
contribate  his  shot  of  fiioettousness  on  any  just  occasion*** 
He  "  had  an  excellent  Csculty  in  the  clear  and  solid  interpre- 
tatkm  of  tiie  seriptores,**  and  **had  a  patriarchal  influence 
both  in  Old  and  New  England.**  He  was  rector  of  Trinity 
>  BtalM^*  Ammh  «f  the  Town  of  DofdiMtor,  p.  T  (1846). 
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Parish  for  over  forty  years,  yet  New  Dorchester,  within 
whose  boundaries  the  venemble  old  man  never  set  foot, 
probiibly  remembers  him  better  than  does  Old  Dorchester, 
in  whose  behal£  he  labored  so  long;  for  no  8tone  murks 
his  burial-place.  What  better  BMBument  than  that  which 
his  own.  exertions  raised  for  him  in  the  New  World! 

Feeling  that  the  bond  of  union  mtut  be  made  as  strong 
as  possible*  the  emigiants  met  togetiier  in  the  new  hospi- 
tal  in  Plymouth,  and  tussociated  themselves  into  chureh 
fellowship,  choosing  Mr.  John  Maverick  and  Mr.  John 
Warham,  two  well-known  preachers,  to  Ih}  their  ministers 
and  leadere.  Tho  parly  part  of  the  <hy  v-na  occupied 
by  a  farewell  stnuiun  by  Mr.  White,  and  the  latter  part 
ill  completing  arrangements  for  the  voyage.  They  set 
sail  from  Plymouth  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1630, 
in  tlie  ^Maiy  and  John,"  a  ship  of  fonr  handled  tona* 
burden,  commanded  by  Captain  Sqneb. 

While  Uie  voyagers  are  i^ently  waiting  for  the  sight  of 
their  new  home,  let  us  take  a  glance  at  the  coast  toward 

which  they  are  steering.  No  one  knows  who  was  the  dis- 
coverer of  Boston  Harbor;  but  the  firat  record  of  it  was 
made  in  1614,  by  Captain  John 
Smith,  who  sailed  that  year  to 
America  from  England,  on  a  voyage 
of  discovery.  It  was  he  who  gave 
the  coast  tiie  name  of  **New  England,"  sailing  up  and 
down  with  a  orew  of  eight  men,  exploring  the  bays  and 
harbors  from  the  Penobscot  River  to  Cape  Cod.  While 
on  these  trips  he  traded  with  the  Indians,  and  gave  names 
to  the  different  localities  he  visited.  When  he  returned 
to  England,  he  drew  a  map  of  the  "  New  England  coast," 
on  which  there  is  a  bay,  with  eiglit  small  islands  in  it,  and 
into  which  a  river,  named  by  him  the  ''Charles,''  flowed. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  this  was  the  Boston  Hail^or  of 
to-day,  including  Dorchester  Bay ;  but  the  map  seems  to 
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si  )\v  that  Smith  never  entered  tlie  Charles  River,  his 
kuuwledge  of  it,  an  »liown  iu  his  writings,  having  been 
acquired  from  Winslow  and  othets  who  poneaaed  more 
accurate  mfonnation.^ 

It  is  unfortunate  that  we  cannot  tell  who  Captain 
8mitlk*8  predecessors  were.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
French  were  in  this  vicinity  before  him ;  for  Smith  writes 
in  his  account  that  the  French  had  defeated  one  of  the 
priiM  ipil  objects  of  his  voyage,  by  buying  furs  of  the 
Indians.  Then,  again.  Governor  Winthrop  says  iu  his 
Journal  that  Deputy-Govenior  Ludlow  found  two  pieces 
of  French  money,  coined  in  1596,  when  digging  a  cellar 
in  Dorchester  in  1631. 

While  Captain  Smith  was  the  first  to  mention  Boston 
Harbor,  we  are  indebted  to  Captain  Miles  Standish  for  the 
earliest  accurate  description  of  it*  One  of  the  first  excur- 
sions made  by  this  militant  Pilgrim,  together  with  ten  of 
'bis  sturdy  "  army,"  was  to  explore  this  harbor ;  and  he 
broucrlit  Ixick  such  a  favorable  report  tliat  tlie  Pilgrim 
fathers  regretted  that  they  had  uot  settled  somewhere  on 
its  shores. 

The  Rev.  John  White,  encouraged  by  tlie  repoi-ted  suc- 
cesses of  the  first  colonists,  interested  proniineiit  persons 
in  London  in  projecting  a  new  settlement  in  Massachusetts 
Bay,  and  obtained  a  patent  from  the  king.  By  the  terms 
of  this  patent  the  Colony  was  to  be  governed  by  a  court 
composed  of  a  governor,  deputy-govenior,  and  eighteen 
assistants,  whose  jurisdiction  was  to  extend  from  tlu-ee 
miles  south  of  the  Charles  River  to  three  miles  north  of 
the  Merrimac,  and  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  South 
Sea.  Preparations  were  made  to  giither  eminrants  for  a 
preat  colony,  and  a  fleet  of  fourteen  vessels  was  tlie  result. 
The  Mary  and  John  "  Wiis  the  tinst  of  the  fleet  to  arrive, 
liaving  on  board  one  hundred  and  forty  souls.'  Among 
the  passengers  was  Captain  Roger  Clap,  to  whom  ve  are 

1  Frioce'a  Aooals,  p.  128.      >  Sarage's  Winthrop,  p.  388  (1826). 
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indebted  for  an  interesting  and  accurate  account  of  what 
happened  to  the  party 

Every  effort  was  made  to  have  this  company  composed 
id  the  elements  neoeesary  for  the  f oimation  of  a  strong 
community.  Tbe  two  ministeKB,  Mayerick  and  Warham, 
were  selected*  not  only  to  take  ohaige  of  tlie  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  Plantation,  but  also  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  the  Indians.    Rosseter  ^ 

and  Ludlow,  acting  in  tlie  JpCf<f*^fl)'  ^^'^^cffr 

capacity  of  Assistants,  or 

Directors,  of  the  stockholders,  were  men  of  such  character 
and  education  as  might  give  strength  and  stability  to  the 
Colony.  Men  such  as  Henry  Wolcott,  Thomas  Foi-d, 
Geoige  Dyer,  William  Oaylord,  WOUam  Rockwell,  and 
William  Phelps  had  good  standing  as  the  older  membem 
of  the  party.  Captains  John  Mason  and  Bichatd  Soutb- 
cotOt  and  Qnartermaster  John  Smitli  possessed  military 

experieneOt  and  could  direct 

J/       '  diana.     1  he  largest  portion  or 

the  conii>any  naturally  con- 
sisted of  young  men,  such  as  Israel  Stoughton,  Roger 
Clap,  George  Minot,  George  Hall,  Richard  CoUicot,  and 
Nathaniel  Duncan,  —  an  active,  well-trained  element, 
which  did  much  in  effecting  the  permanent  settlement 

The  voyage,  though  a  long  one,  was  not  uncomfortable, 
and  the  ship  reached  **  Nantasket  Point,"  the  present  Hull, 
on  the  30th  of  May  (O.  S.),  1630.  The  landing  showed 
the  calm  spirit  which  had  takcti  possession  of  these  emi- 
grants. One  by  one  they  left  the  "  Mary  and  J  ohu ; ' '  and 
as  thdr  &et  touched  tiie  soil  of  the  New  World,  eadi 
offered  a  silent  prayer  erf  thanksgiving.  Tlien,  aftw  all 
bad  assembled,  they  are  said'  to  have  joined  in  the  fol- 
lowing hymn:  — 

»  Memoiri  of  Roger  Clap  (1630). 

*  Pro^mme  of  tb«  Celebration  of  the  Two  Hundred  aod  FUcieth 
AaiiivcrHU7  of  tlw  Hist  Fltiih  «f 
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Am  Lord  hut  beem  our  0iire  dsfoll^ 

OvpiseeoC  mum  snd  rest; 
b  &!}  times  paitt.  yea,  so  long  liiiiOef 

As  eannot  Im  *  \f)re8t. 
Brft)^*'  us  witii  liiy  mercy  scwnef 

.Aad  tt«n  our  Joj  ihiU  be ! 
iUI  tinM  to  long  M  time  ihall  Itst 

Ib  heart  ie|ayee  ■hall  m» 

O  let  thj  worice  and  power  appeare* 

And  on  thy  senanta  light: 
Aiid  bitew  unto  ihy  children  deare, 

Thy  gloiy  and  thy  might. 
Loid  let  tfay  graoe  and  meanj  etand 

On  us  thy  servantB  thus : 
Confirme  the  workes  wc  tnko  in  band) 

Lofd,  prosper  them  to  us. 

It  ha/1  ))(teTi  underetootl  that  the  voyagers  were  to  be 
Woogfat  Ui  the  Charles  River;  but  owing  either  to  a  niisun- 
dentaodjng  or  to  pemnity  on  the  part  of  Captain  Sqiub^ 
tFjey  were  put  aebore  on  the  Point,  —  a  ioAom  vildemeas, 
deatttota  of  any  bafaitation  and  most  other  comforta  of 
life.**  The  following  description  of  the  entrance  to  the 
batboTf  by  William  Wood,  in  1634,  justifies  Captain  Sqneb 
in  hi<i  nnwilliiigneaa  to  enter  a  channel  of  which  he  was 
f  totalljr  ignorant:  — 

•*It  ia  a  laf^  and  plealknt  Harbour  wHUn,  ha-ving  bat  one 

common  and  &fe  entrance,  and  that  not  very  broad,  there 

fcarre  bcinj*  room**  for  3.  Ships  to  o ottio  m  }>f>ard  and  board  at  a 
time,  but  being  once  within,  there  in  roome  for  the  anchorage 
of  oOO.  Ships. 

**Thjs  Harbour  is  made  by  a  great  company  of  Hands* 
whofe  h^h  Cliffes  fboolder  oat  (he  boiftrooa  Seas,  yet  may 
eafily  deoeiue  nnv  unfkilfull  Pilote;  prefcnting  many  faiie 
epenlnga  and  broad  founds,  which  afford  too  (baUow  waters  for 
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any  Ships,  though  navigable  for  Boates  and  fmall  pinnaces. 
Tlifi  entrauco  iiito  the  great  Haven  is  called  Nantafkot;  whirli 
is  two  leagut'B  1  rom  Boflon ;  this  pliioe  of  it  selfe  is  a  very  good 
Haven,  whei'e  Skips  commonly  caft  Anchor,  untill  Winde  and 
TydB  ferre  tbem  for  other  pUuMt;  liom  honee  they  may  fuyle 
to  the  River  of  Wtjagtifeiii,  iKyon/te,  (^lariw  River,  and 
M^Hdte  Biver,  on  whioh  Riven  bee  feated  mukj  Townee."  ' 

A  party  of  ten,  under  the  coniiuand  of  Captain 
Southcote,  pioovved  a  lioat,  and  eterted  up  tbe  liaHior 
and  Charlea  River  to  find  a  Boitable  place  lor  a  settlenient. 
They  first  landed  on  the  pemnsvla  ▼faidi  is  now  known  as 
(Siarlestown,  where  they  found  some  Indians,  in  wigwams, 
and  ail  En<,']isliman  named  Thomas  Walford,  who  was 
living  in  a  thatched  house.  He  accompanied  them  when 
they  continued  their  expedition  up  the  river  to  the  site  of 
the  present  Wntertown.  Here  they  had  a  friendly  inter- 
view witli  tlie  Indians,  the  old  tnuler  acting  as  interpreter; 
and  it  was  decided  to  make  the  settlement  on  this  spot. 

In  the  mean  time  those  who  were  left  behind  had  not 
been  idle.  Word  was  received  hy  the  exploring  party  at 
Watertown  that  a  neok  of  land  had  been  found,  joining 
a  place  called  by  the  Indians  Mattapan,'*  which  offered  a 
suitable  place  for  the  cattle  to  feed.  The  settlement  was 
made  at  Matbipan,  therefore,  about  the  first  of  June  (O.  S.), 
1630.  The  site  selected  was  near  what  is  now  Pleasant 
and  Cottage  Streets,  on  Allen's  Plain  and  Rock  Hill,  the 
present  Savin  Hill. 

Many  of  the  emigrants  were  tradinpr  men,  and  at  first 
intended  to  make  Dorchester  a  place  of  trade.  With  ihia 
in  mind,  a  fort  was  built  upon  Rock  Hill,  and  several 
pieces  of  ordnance  were  placed  in  position  near  the  water. 
The  channel,  however,  proved  poor,  and  the  binding 
difficult;  so  the  idea  was  given  np^  and  Boston  and 
Gbarlestown  became  the  ports  for  trade  instead. 

1  New  Englana's  Frotpect,  p.  2  (1686). 
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A  month  after  the  settlement  of  the  Dorchester  colo- 
nists, the  rest  of  the  fleet,  with  Governor  Winthrop's 
*'  Arbella "  at  the  head,  arrived  at  Salem,  and  decided  to 
settle  on  a  point  of  land  which  was  called  "  Charlestown," 
in  honor  of  Charles  I.  They  remained  here  but  a  short 
time,  however,  moving  across  the  river  to  ShaAvmut  (which 
means  "  near  the  neck  " ),  as  the  present  Boston  was  then 
called.^ 

Thus  Dorchester  was  the  first  settlement  in  what  is  now 
Suffolk  County;  but  it  was  not  until  four  months  later 
that  it  received  the  name  by  which  it  is  now  knowTi.  An 
entry  on  the  Massachusetts  Records  shows  tliat  at  "A 
Court  of  Assistants  holden  att  Charlton,  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1630,"  it  was  ordered,  that  "  Trimountaine  shalbe 
called  Boston ;  Mattapan,  Dorchester,  &  the  towne  vpon 
Charles  Ryver,  Waterton."  *  Blake  tells  us  that  he  never 
heard  why  the  name  "  Dorchester  "  was  chosen,  "  but  tliere 
was  some  of  Dorset  Shire  and  some  of  y'  Town  of  Dor- 
chester that  settled  here ;  and  it  is  verj'  likely  it  might  be 
in  Honour  of  y*  aforesaid  Revd.  Mr.  Wliite  of  Dorchester."  • 
With  this  probable  derivation,  it  is  interesting  to  see  where 
Old  Dorchester  obtained  ite  name.  In  very  remote  ages 
the  region  thereabouts  was  inhabited  by  a  clan  called 
"  Durotriges."  This  jieople  was  later  reduced  to  tlie 
dominion  of  the  Romans  by  Vespasian,  and  the  spot 
which  was  afterwards  called  Dorchester  was  known  as 
"  Dumovaria,"  —  a  name  derived  from  two  Celtic  words, 
Dwr,  or  Dwyr^  and  Far,  which  signify  "water"  and 
"  way."  Thus  the  name  meant  "  water-way,"  or  channel. 
Later,  Vespasian  made  the  town  the  seat  of  government 
for  that  part  of  the  countrj',  and  its  name  was  clianged  to 

1  Shairmut,  afterwards  called  Tilarton's  Neck,  and  since  Botton,  was 
not  settled  till  the  spring  after  by  Gorcmor  Winthrop  and  his  people.  — 
Fbbdinando  Gorges:  Deteriptim  of  New  England  (1659). 

>  Recqrds  of  Massachusetts,  Tol.  i.  p.  76  (1853). 

*  Blake's  Annals  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  p.  8  (1846). 
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*'  Dorchester."  *  Here  the  Romans  built  fortifications,  and 
near  by  they  erected  the  lar^st  Roman  amphitheatre  in 
England,  the  circuit  of  wliicb  still  remains.  In  the  times 
of  the  Siixuii  kiiig^^s,  ilie  U)wn  w;i.s  a  sironjrliold  ;  later,  it 
was  iitoriutid  by  the  Daueu ;  and,  under  a  violent  Norman 
governor,  one  hundred  of  its  one  hundred  and  eighty 
houMS  weie  destroyed.    It  is  now  a  prosperous  city, 

whose  most  honored  memorial,  in  after  times,**  says  an 
American  stateaman,  "will  be  that  it  gave  origin  to  this, 
its  Ameiican  namesake,  and  impulse  to  one  of  the  noUest 
enterprises  of  transatlantic  colonization.** 

The  only  Euroj>ean  whose  name  has  come  down  to  us  as 
a  residt^nt  of  Dorchester,  before  the  arrival  of  the  "Mary 
and  Jolin,"  18  David  Thompson.  He  settled  on  the  island 
which  still  bears  hLs  name,  and  there  carried  on  his 
trade,  dealing  in  fuis  and  fish.  Thompson  probably  left 
Dorchester  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  first  settlers,  as 
no  mention  is  made  of  him  after  that  date.  It  is  thought 
that  William  Trevour  preceded  Thompson,  but  nothing 
authentic  is  known  in  regard  to  his  in(jvement8. 

The  land  whicli  the  early  settlers  had  chosen  for  tiieir 
abode  belonged  to  the  trilK's  of  Indians  known  as  the 
"  Massachusetts,"  whose  chief  was  Chickataubut.  In 
1621  he  had  signed  a  treaty  with  the  English  at  Plymouth, 
and  in  1630  further  showed  liis  good-will  toward  the  new- 
comers by  consenting  to  the  occupancy  of  Dorchester. 
We  do  not  know  just  what  the  Ii^Uan  chief  received  in 
return,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  transaction  was  completed 
on  satisliactoiy  terms. 

It  is  a  severe  portrait  which  the  fiirst  two  yeus  of  the 
Colony  present  to  US.  The  New  England  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three  years  ago  did  not  offer  a  kindly  settlement 
to  the  brave  emigrants  who  sought  to  break  into  iU 
austerity.   The  ground  had  to  be  cleared  before  even  the 

^  Hittor/  of  Dorchester,  ia  the  Countj  of  Donet,  pp.  61-66. 
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nule  huts  could  lie.  reared,  and  the  trees  felled  before  a 
gpaco  could  he  fouad  U>  piaut  the  seeds  necessaiy  to  pre^ 
vent  Btarvatiou. 

On  tbe  eout  tbe  setders  found  nothing  to  break  their 
deaolatioQ.  Wet  mesdows  and  oosy  creeks  prevented 
tliem  £rom  going  in  one  direction,  while  unfoxdable  tide- 
water liverB  interfered  with  their  progreea  in  another* 
Uttedy  ignorant  of  the  character  of  the  country,  it  is  not 
strange  that  imagination  added  to  the  real  terrors  which 
surrounded  them,  and  made  them  feel  that  safety  was  not 
to  be  found  anywhere.  Unejirtldy  cries  were  sometimes 
heard  in  the  crackling  woutLs,"'  said  Edward  Everett  in 
liis  Fourth  of  July  oi-atioii  in  Dorchester  in  1855; 
**glimpee8  weie  caught,  at  dusk,  of  animals  for  which 
natuial  histofy  bad  no  names;  and  strange  footonarlcs, 
wbidi  men  did  not  like  to  speak  of,  were  occasionally  seen 
in  the  snow."  Added  to  this  was  the  tenor  of  tattle- 
sniJces,  with  which  the  country  swarmed,  and  of  dangerous 
animals  which  prowled  about  by  night.  The  Indians,  too, 
whose  disposition  toward  the  white  men  was  entirely 
unknown,  were  a  source  of  anxiety  ni{^ht  and  day. 

RufuB  Choate  strikingly  described  the  early  sufferings 
of  the  Puritans  when  he  said,  — 

**Do  yon  not  think  that  whoso  ooold,  by  adequate  descrip- 
tion, bring  before  you  that  winter  of  tbe  Pilgrims,  its  brief 

sunshine,  the  nightfi  of  storm,  slow  waning,  tho  damp  and  icy 
breatli,  felt  to  the  pillow  of  the  dyitit; ;  its  destitutions;  its 
contrast  with  all  their  former  experience  in  life;  its  utter 
imolation  end  kmolinsfla;  Ita  death-beds  and  brnfale;  its 
memories;  its  apprehensloiis ;  its  hopes;  tbe  comisels  of  the 
prudent;  the  prayers  of  the  pimis;  the  ocK^asional  cheerftal 
hymn,  in  which  the  strong  heart  threw  off  its  burthen,  and 
assert inr'  its  unvanqiiish*^^!  nature,  went  np  like  a  hird  of  dawn 
to  the  sKies,  — do  ye  not  tbuik  that  wliuso  could  describe  thein 
calmly  waiting  in  that  defile,  lonelier  and  darker  than  Thermo- 
pybe,  for  a  morning  that  m^t  never  dawo,  or  laigjtit  show 
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them,  when  it  did,  a  mightier  arm  than  the  Persian  raised  as  in 
act  to  strike,  would  he  not  sketch  n  scene  of  more  difficult  and 
rarer  beroiam  ?  A  aceoe,  as  WonlswurtU  h&a  said, '  Melancholy, 
yea  dtsmal,  yet  conMlfttorf  And  full  of  joy ; '  a  aoene  even 
better  fitted  to  euoeor,  to  exalt,  to  lead  the  forlorn  hopee  of  all 
great  eanaee,  till  time  ahall  be  no  motet 

Captain  C  lup  also  gives  us  a  vivid  picture  of  tiie  priva- 
tions and  suffering  that  the  people  went  through :  — 

"Oh  y*  Hunger  that  many  snfferpd,  and  saw  no  hope  in  an 
Bye  of  Reason  to  be  supplyed,  only  by  Clams,  &  Muscles,  and 
fish ;  and  Biwd  was  so  very  Soarce»  that  eometimea  y*  very 
cnietB  of  my  Fatha:^a  Table  would  have  been  very  Sweet  onto 
me$  And  when  I  conld  have  JM  A  Wattr  &  boiled 
together,  it  was  so  good,  who  could  wish  better?  And  it  waa 
not  accounted  a  strange  thin^  in  those  Days  to  Drink  water, 
and  to  eat  Samp  or  Nomine  without  Butter  or  Milk.  Indeed  it 
would  have  been  a  strange  thing  to  see  a  piece  of  Boast  Beef, 
Hntton  or  V^;  tho'  It  was  not  long  before  there  waa  Boast 

Again  writing  of  the  hardships.  Captain  Clap  says, — 

"And  in  those  days,  in  our  Straits,  though  I  cannot  say 
God  sent  a  Raven  to  feed  us,  as  H(>  did  the  I^rophet  Kh'}ah^ 
yet  this  I  can  say  to  the  Praise  of  God's  Glory,  that  He  sent 
not  only  poor,  rawMoia  Indumt,  which  came  with  their  Baakcte 
of  Com,  on  Badce  to  trade  with  us,  which  was  a  good 
Supply  unto  many ;  but  also  sent  Skip$  from  HgBtmd  and  from 
Ireland  witli  pKnisions,  and  Indian  Com  from  Virginia^  to 
supply  the  Wants  of  his  dear  Servants  in  this  WUdemese,  both 
for  Food  and  Rayment."* 

It  would  not  have  been  remarkable  if  these  unexpected 
privations  had  made  some  of  the  colonists  wonder  if  they 
had  improved  their  lot ;  but  Captain  Clap  again  writes : 

>  Speech  on  "  Spartan  and  Puritan  neratom." 

■  Blake's  Annals  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  p.  U  (18I0|. 
*  Memoin  of  Captain  Roger  Clap,  p.  ao  (1846). 
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"  I  do  not  remember  that  ever  I  did  wish  in  my  Heart  that  I 
had  not  come  ioto  this  Country,  or  wish  myself  back  again  to 
my  Fathei^ft  Hociie:  Yea  I  wa»  ao  far  fiom  that,  tiiat  I  wiahed 
aod  advlaed  some  of  mj  dear  Brethren  to  OMne  hither  aleo; 
which  accordingly  om  of  my  Brothers  and  those  two  that  mar^ 
ried  my  two  Sistexa,  acid  their  Means  and  oame  tluther."  * 

Hubhard,  in  his  "General  History  of  New  England,'* 
p»  198  (1815)»  makes  early  leferenoe  to  Doiolieater.  He 
xeoordfl  the  foUowing  <Kxnirreiioe  in  Hie  year  1682 : — 

One  Henry  Wey  [Way]  of  Dorchester,  who  had  gone  in  a 
aballop  to  trade  with  the  eaatem  Indlaaa  the  winter  before,  and 
was  loi^  mlaalng,  this  enmmer  (1682)  it  was  found  that  himself 

and  his  company  were  all  treacherously  killed  by  the  Indians. 
Another  shallop  of  hin,  being  sent  out  in  the  spn!i«^  to  -rfk 
after  that,  wui^  cuut  uway  at  Agameuticus,  aud  two  of  the  men 
that  were  in  her  were  drowned." 

The  year  1633  iniirked  an  important  epoch  in  the 
progress  of  the  Colony;  for  at  this  time  "it  set  the  ex- 
ample of  that  municipal  oiganization  which  Ua^  prevailed 
throughout  New  England,  and  has  proved  one  of  the  chief 
Boureee  of  its  progress.**'  As  James  Blake  quaintly 
describes  it, — 

t«  This  Year  this  I'iantation  began  y**  Piuctice  of  Choosing 
men,  that  we  now  eall  Selectmen  or  Townsmen.  They  Chose 
13  this  year  to  mdet  y*  Aflaira  of  y*  Plantation,  who  were  to 

have  tbehr  Monthly  Meetli^,  and  their  orders  being  Con- 
firm by  y<»  PUntation  were  of  full  force  and  binding  to 
y«  Inhabitants." 


'*Mr.  Newbury,  Mr.  Stoi(s;lit(>n,  Mr.  Woolcott,  Aii.  Duucuii, 


>  Memoirs  of  Captain  Boger  Clap,  p.  20  (1S46).  ^ 

*  Bdmid  EvflntHk  Fourth  of  July  Oration,  at  Oiaihe»ter» 
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Goodman  Phelps,  Mr.  Hathome,  Mr.  WilUamSv  Go.  Muiot» 

Go.  Gibbes,  it  Mr.  Smith." ' 

The  importiint  order  which  established  this  fii-st  special 
town  ^verument  in  New  England  is  dated  October  8» 
163S,  and  reads  as  follows:  — 

'*  Imprimis  it  is  ordered  that,  For  the  generall  ^o(x\  and  well 
ordering  of  the  affayres  of  the  Plantation  their  shall  be  every 
Mooueday  before  the  Coort  by  eight  of  llie  Qoeka  in  the  inorn- 
iag,  mod  p^wntly  upon  the  besting  of  the  drum,  «  generftU 
meeting  of  tiie  inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  att  the  meetabig- 
boose,  there  to  settle  (and  sett  downc)  such  orders  as  may  tend 
to  the  jjeiiornn  fr<xx\  i\a  uforesayd  :  and  every  man  to  be  bound 
thereby  wiliinui  ;4aynes.iYing  or  resistauce.  It  is  also  agreed 
that  there  ahall  be  twelve  men  selected  out  of  the  Company 
that  may  or  the  greatest  p't  of  thnn  meete  as  afoiMayd  to 
detmnine  m  ftforesayd,  yet  so  ae  ie  desired  that  the  most  of 
tiie  Plantation  will  fceepe  the  meeteing  constantly  and  all  thst 
are  there  although  none  of  the  Twelve  shall  have  a  free  voyee 
as  any  of  the  12  and  that  the  £rreat*^[r]  vote  both  of  the  12  and 
the  other  shall  be  of  force  and  etlicasy  m  aforesayd.  And  it 
ia  likewise  ordered  that  all  things  concloded  as  aforesayd  shall 
stand  in  force  and  be  obeyed  nntiU  the  n^  monetfaly  meete- 
ing and  afterwardes  if  it  be  not  contradicted  and  other  wise 
ordered  upon  the  sayd  monethly  meetc[ing]  by  the  greatest 
p'te  of  those  that  are  p^sent  as  aforesayd."* 

PreviouB  to  this  action,  eTeiy  order  was  voted  upon  by 
the  freemen,  and  there  was  a  committee  to  sign  laud- 
grants,  consisting  o£  two  clergymen  and  deacons. 

On  July  24  a  second  sliipload  of  eigbtv  passengers 
anived  from  We}*mnuth,  England,'  and  settled  in  Dor- 
chester, adding  much  to  the  strength  of  the  Colony. 

Hie  assessments  made  bj  the  Court  in  October  of  this 
year  show  that  Dorchester  was  the  largest  or  wealthiest 
town  in  Massachusetts.  While  Boston^  Roxbnxy,  Newton* 

1  Blaka't  Annalt  at  the  Town  of  JkmUmHn,  p,  18  <18I6). 

2  Dorchester  Town  T^ecords,  p.  .1  fl879). 
*  Governor  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  61. 
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Watertown,  and  Charlestown  were  each  taxed  X48,  and 
Salem  X28,  Dorchester  was  assessed  for  £S0.  In  ail 
military  mmteiit  or  Qivil  asaemblieB  where  dignify  ia 
legarded,**  sayB  Priiioe»  **Dozdhester  uwd  to  Jiave  the 
precedence.**  ^ 

In  September,  Captain  John  Oldham,  —  who  was  after- 
wards killed  hj  tlie  Pequot  IndiuiB, — with  Samuel  Hall 
and  two  oCheia,  tntTelled  through  the  wildemeea  to  CoDr 
necticnti  to  view  the  eotmtiy  and  to  tnMie  with  the 
Indiana.  The  flattering  accounts  which  tfaej  gave  of  the 
country,  and  alao  a  lack  of  harmonjr  which  unfortunately 
existed  between  certain  portions  of  the  settlers,  influenced 
many  of  the  inluiLiUiiite  of  Dorchestor  and  Ne\\'town,  the 
present  Cambrid^^e,  to  plan  an  emigration.  The  policy  of 
this  action  was  ouu  of  the  earlie^it  inatt«m  to  come  l)efore 
the  newly  created  magistrates,  and  the  debate  upon  the 
subject  was  very  heated.  A  majority  of  the  Geneml 
CoQri  ^^ipoeed  the  removal  on  vaaioua  grounda,  the  ''pro- 
catarotacal**  reason,  as  Hubhard  asserts,  being  the  danger  of 
losing  80  laige  a  proportion  of  ^  people.  The  arrival 
of  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  the  following  year,  with  a  goodly 
following  of  one  hundred  persons,  who  were  prepared  to 
take  the  places  of  those  who  desired  to  leave,  influenced 
thi'  Toiirt  to  grant  permission.  In  tlie  summer  of  l«j85, 
tlieretore,  tiie  comiiany  departed.  They  setthnl  in  a  phice 
called  by  the  Iniuaiis  "  Mattaneang,"  or  "  Ouschanka- 
maug,"  which  they  called  "Windsor."* 

The  emigrating  party  consisted  of  about  one  hundred 
men,  women,  and  children,  including  the  junior  pastor, 
Mr.  Warham,  mostly  &om  Dorchester,  but  a  few  from 
Newtown  and  Watertown.  They  were  fourteen  days 
performing  the  tedious  journey  through  the  wilderness, 
and  on  their  arrival  they  settled  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Connecticut,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Scautio  Kiver.  Here 

1  FriiiM*t  Aaodi,p.208.      «  Salteid^  Btot  «f  S.  E.  (1816). 
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the  emigrants  were  put  to  great  straits:  the  provisions 
were  nearly  exhausted  when  they  arrived ;  tlie  croj)s  they 
raised  were  small,  ?i.s  most  of  their  time  was  sp^ut  in  clear- 
ing the  groutid  and  Ijuiltling  rude  huts ;  the  winter  came 
early,  and  was  very  severe.  The  families  were  reduced  to 
extxomily,  and  they  were  obliged  to  live  upon  aoonis  and 
malt  and  grains.**  Their  cattle,  also,  soffered  much,  and 
the  gieater  part  died.^ 

Owing-  to  the  fact  that  the  Massachusetts  Charter  was 
drafted  for  a  trading  company  instead  of  an  independent 
government,  it  provided  only  for  the  stockholdew ;  and 
Edward  Rosseter,  Roger  Ludlow,  and  John  Glover  were 
the  only  known  representatiYeB  of  this  board  in  the 
Dorchester  Company.  It  is  possible  that  Henij  Wolcott 
and  Thomas  Newbeiy  were  also  stocUudden.  Thus  the 
great  part  of  the  early  settlers  had  no  political  rights  under 
the  charter;  but  tlie  Court  took  immediate  steps  to  extend 
the  privileges  of  freemanship  to  all  snitable  persons. 
When  the  rti'st  apjilication  for  this  rigiit  w[is  made,  on 
October  19,  1630,  twenty-four  out  of  the  one  bundled  and 
eight  persons  belonged  to  Dorchester.  These  twenty-four 
first  Dorchester  freemen  were :  — 

John  Greenoway         WiUiam  Pbelp*.  John  Woolridge. 

[Grensmj].  George  Dyer.  Bigot  [Bagot]  EggleitiOn. 

Christopher  GSbioii.     John  Hoflkins.  Mr.  Ralph  Glorar. 

John  fVi)ham.  Thomas  Ford.  .John  Phillips. 

Mr.  ihouiasSouthcote.  Isicolas  Upsall.  William  Ga^lord 
Mr.  Richard  Sonthcote.  Stephen  Terrf.  [GftUird]. 

Mr.  John  Maverick.      Roger  Williams.  William  Rockwell. 

Mr.  John  Warbam.      Thouuu  Lambert.  William  Uubbert 
Henry  Wolcott.         Thomas  Stoughton.  [Hulbert]. 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  others  who 
were  made  freemen  previous  to  the  date  of  the  Ghnich 
Records,  August  23, 1686:S— 

>  Chwcmor  Whitlirop**  JowMi,  i».  9& 
*  Becordi  of  Vint  Chiinii«  p.  ▼  (1891). 
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Mr.  Jobn  Branker. 

Matthew  Grant. 

John  Pfcrcc. 

Barnard  Cap«n. 

Thomas  Gunn. 

George  Fhiliips. 

Jobn  CapttB. 

Edmond  Hart 

jtuiweeu  maeinqr. 

Joshua  Carter* 

Thomai  Hatch. 

John  Pope. 

Roger  Clip 

William  Hathome. 

Philip  Randall. 

Joseph  Clarke, 

John  Ua/den. 

TluMaas  Kawlins. 

Aogiutiiie  ClenMiit. 

Tbomaa  HoleomK 

William  Read. 

Mr.  Jobn  Cogan. 

William  Hosford 

Bray  Rossiter. 

Bkhard  CoUacott 

[HorafbtdJ. 

Matthiaa  [Matthew] 

[ColUootJ. 

Simon  Uo/U 

tension. 

Aaron  Cooke. 

George  Hull. 

John  Smith. 

Bobert  Deeble. 

John  1J,;I1. 

Henr)'  Smith. 

Ni^  lioln<*  Denslow. 

Thomas  Jeffrqr. 

Mr.  Israel  StoughUm. 

Thomas  Dewey. 

John  Lcavitt. 

George  Strange. 

Thomai  Dimmock 

Thomas  HanhalL 

Tlwmae  Swift. 

[Dimoeka]. 

Captain  John  Maaoo. 

Tliomas  Thornton. 

Nathaniel  Duncan. 

Pluses  Maverick. 

John  Tillov 

John  £ales  [Eelesj. 

George  Miooli 

Joseph  TwitchelL 

Beni7Feakee[Fookei].  John  Moora. 

Braj  Wflkins. 

Walter  Filer. 

Mr.  TbomaaNewberjr. 

Darid  Wilton. 

StepLen  Frendli 

John  Newton. 

Jdm  Witchfield 

GUes  Gibbs. 

James  Parker. 

[Whitfield]. 

Jonathan  GilleC. 

Elias  Parkman. 

Henry  Wright. 

Besides  the  right  of  auflFrage,  the  freemen  enjoyed  ad- 
vantanrps  in  the  division  of  the  land^  and  were  members  of 
the  General  Court  until  the  lepresent^itive  system  Ijegan. 

Some  of  the  Dorchester  settlers  returned  to  England,* 
the  Southcotes  among  others ;  but  the  numerous  arrivals 
from  Europe  caused  the  popuhition  o£  llie  town  to  take 
mpid  strides.  Oiest  pains  wete  taken  to  examine  into 
the  chatacter  and  motals  of  all  those  who  offered  them- 
selves as  emigrants  to  MasHaehnaetts  from  England,  and 
no  one  was  received  who  airived  withont  the  proper 
testimoniaU.' 

Dorchester  attracted  the  attrition  of  anthoxs  as  early  as 
1688 ;  for  Wood,  writing  at  that  date,  says,  in  his  *'New 
England's  Prospect," — 

1  i'nncc  s  Anoals,  pu  ^6.      >  Gorenor  Wintbrop's  Journal,  p.  SB. 
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Size  mfles  farther  to  the  North,  lieth  DordwJUrt  which 
IB  the  greateft  Towne  Id  New  England;  well  woodded  and 
watered;  very  srofKl  arable  gronrids.  nn«l  Hay-ground,  faire 
Corne-fieUls,  and  pleafant  Gardt-us,  wltli  Kitchin-gardens :  In 
this  plantation  is  a  great  many  CatUe,  as  Kiue,  Goats,  and 
Swioe.  This  plantation  hath  a  reaaonable  Harbour  for  (hlpBs 
here  to  no  Alewife-river,  which  Is  a  great  uicoiiyenlenoe.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  towne,  were  the  firittfaat  fet  upou  the  trade  of 
fifhing  in  the  Bay,  who  received  fo  mnch  fruite  of  ibeir  laboonit 
that  they  encouraged  others  to  the  fame  undertakings."  ^ 

In  1854  Jolmsoii  writes,— 

**  The  forme  of  this  Towne  to  ahnoft  like  a  Serpent,  taming 

her  head  to  the  North-ward  ;  over  againft  Tompfons  Ifland, 
and  the  Caftle  her  body  and  wings  being  chiefly  built  on,  are 
filled  fomewhat  thick  of  HonfeH,  onely  that  one  of  her  Wings  is 
dipt,  her  Tayle  beiug  of  fuch  a  large  extent  that  fhee  can  hardly 
draw  it  after  her ;  Her  Houfes  for  dwelling  are  about  one  huu> 
dred  and  forty,  Orefaards  and  Gardens  foil  of  Fmitrtrees, 
plenty  of  Cone^Land,  although  mnch  of  it  hafh  been  long  in 
tillage,  yet  hath  it  ordinarily  good  crops,  the  number  of  Trees 
are  neare  upon  1500.  Cowes  and  other  Cattell  of  that  kinde 
about  450."  » 

Nine  years  later,  Josselyn,  making  his  second  voyage  to 
New  England,  conBmis  the  statements  of  the  other  writers 

when  he  says,  — 

"  Six  miles  beyond  /?m//</r^"e*  lyeth  Dorc/ie/ler,  a  frontireTown 
pleafantly  feated,  and  of  lar<ze  extent  into  the  main  land,  well 
watered  with  two  fmall  Rivers,  her  body  and  wings  tilled  fome- 
wiiat  thliA  with  iKNtfes  to  the  nunber  of  two  hundred  and  mora, 
beanHfled  with  fair  Orchards  and  Gardens,  having  aUb  plenty 
of  Corn-land,  and  ftorc  of  Cattle,  eoonted  the  greateft  Town 
heretofore  in  Nnc-England^  but  now  gives  way  tO  BofUut^  it 
hath  a  Harljour  to  the  North  for  Ships."  * 

1  New  England's  I'mppoct,  p.  41  (1035). 

^  WuDtier-working  Providence,  let  ecL,  4to,  41. 

*  The  prewnt  Qtdsegr- 

*  Two  Vojtgw  to  Xew-Englaad,  pb  160  C197(). 
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The  year  1636  was  unusually  eventful.  After  the  de- 
parture of  the  Windsor  compauj,  Governor  Winthrop  says : 

There  wad  au  eas&y  towards  gathering  a  new  church  in 
Dofcfaester  (April  1),  bn%  as  the  measeugera  of  the  cfaurches 
ooavened  for  the  purpose  were  not  satisfied  ooncerniog  some 
thai  were  tnteoded  membaFS  of  that  foundatton»  fhe  work  was 
deferred  onttl  August  23,  when  a  church  was  constituted  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  the  Gospel,  by  confession  and  professiOD  of 
faith,  and  Hev.  Mr.  Richard  Mather  was  chosen  teacher." 

Wiiting  of  Dofcheater  events  for  this  year,  Wtnthrop 
also  reoords  the  fact  that*^ 

"  At  a  eoart  boldeo  at  Dorchester  this  year,  it  was  ordered 
that  evety  town  should  keep  a  wateh  and  be  well  supplied  with 

ammunition.  The  oonstablea  were  directed  to  warn  the  watches 
In  their  turns,  and  to  make  it  their  care  that  they  shmild  he 
kepi  accurtliiig  to  the  direction  of  the  court.  They  al.s^)  were 
required  to  taice  care  that  the  inhabitants  were  well  furnished 
with  arms  and  ammanitloo,  and  kept  in  a  constant  state  of 
defence.  As  these  infant  settlements  were  filled  and  sot' 
nmoded  with  namerons  savages,  the  people  conceived  them- 
Bclves  in  danger  when  they  lay  down  and  when  they  rose  up, 
when  they  went  out  and  when  they  came  in  Their  circum- 
stances were  such,  that  it  was  judged  necessary  for  every  man 
to  be  a  soldier." ' 

The  Pequot  Indians  had  never  been  friendly  with  the 
settlers,  and  affairs  came  to  a  crisis  dnrinfj  tliiB  year, 
when  Captain  Oldham  was  murdered  by  the  hav;iges  on 
Block  Island,  lu  order  to  prevent  further  atrocities,  four 
conipaiiies  wei-e  raised,  conimaiided  by  Captain  John 
Underbill,  Captain  Nathaniel  Turner,  Ensign  William 
JennisoD,  and  Ensign  Richard  Davenport.  Governor 
Endicott  was  commandeMn<chief  of  the  expedition.  Thia 
was  tha  flnt  serioua  waifim  that  occuired  after  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Colony,  and  Dorchester  was  deeply  interested 

1  Gomaer  Whithfop't  Josrasir  ^  (6. 
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in  Hie  event.  The  Pequots  weie  Bcatterad,  and  mnch  of 
tiieir  property  destroyed,  but  little  good  was  accomplished. 

The  records  for  this  year  show  that  a  military  com- 
pany was  permanently  organized,  with  Israel  Stonghton  in 
command,  Nathaniel  Duncan  and  John  Holman  serving  as 
lieutenant  and  ensign,  respectively. 

It  is  imjKiiiiiible  to  read  the  story  of  this  people  with- 
out being  impressed  with  the  great  amount  of  commou- 
seose  and  practical  wisdom  they  dL»played  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  Colony,  not  only  adapting  it  to  their 
immediate  needs,  but  also^  looking  fat  ahead  with  remark- 
able foresight,  building  for  succeeding  generations.  One 
of  the  best  examples  of  this  is  the  work  of  those  to 
whom  the  duty  of  keeping  the  Town  Records  waa  in- 
trusted. The  Reconl  Book  is  not  only  valuable  because 
of  its  interest  as  an  authentic  account  of  those  early  daj's, 
but  it  hits  l)e(Mi  often  referred  to  in  on^er  to  settle 
questiouii  coacerning  appropriations  of  land,  laying  out 
the  town  and  country  roads,  original  grunts,  null  privileges, 
assignments,  and  especially  in  regiird  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  town.  In  1879,  ten  years  after  becoming  a  part  of 
Boston,  the  city  government,  in  response  to  a  petition 
signed  by  several  of  Dorchester's  most  prominent  citizens, 
authorized  the  Record  Commissioneie  to  print  the  first 
volume  of  the  "  Dorchester  Town  Records," —  thus  pr^ 
serving  for  posterity  these  most  valnable  documents. 

This  Record  Hook  he^^ins  .January  16,  1632,  and  Is  the 
first  of  any  town  records  in  Massachusetts.  It  contains 
accounts  of  the  transactions  of  the  plantation  and  town 
down  to  1720,  covering  some  six  hundred  and  thirty-six 
pages,  of  which  four  are  missing.  These  probably  traced 
the  proceedings  from  the  beginning  of  the  settlement. 
Most  of  this  book  is  devoted  to  regulations  required  for 
the  laying  out  of  the  town,  and  there  is  little  of  general 
historical  interest.    Entries  previous  to  the  year  1686 
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were  probably  made  by  one  of  the  clergfjTnen  or  deacons, 
but  in  that  year  Nathaniel  Duncan,  one  of  the  twelve 
SL'lcctnien,  was  voted  ten  shillings  for  copying  the  oitiera 
of  the  town;  and  il  is  likely  that  he  continued  to  do 
this  until  his  removal  to  Boston  in  1645.  From  tliis  time, 
until  1656,  the  entries  were  probably  made  by  Robert 
Howard,  Deacon  John  Wiswall,  and  Edward  Bieck, 
selectmen  of  the  town.  WUliam  Blake  was  cboeen 
recorder,  or  town  clerk,  in  1656 ;  and  from  that  time  a 
person  was  employed  especially  to  keep  the  Town 
Records.  It  is  said  that  a  book  once  existed  which  con- 
tained a  y>lot  of  the  town,  with  lots  and  the  names  of 
grantees  from  the  beginning ;  but  no  trace  of  it  can  now 
be  found. 

It  is  horn  the  Town  Records,  also,  that  we  obtain  the 
namea  of  the  grantees  of  Dorchester  lands.  The  follow- 
ing list  inclades  all  the  first  settlers  whose  names  are 
found  on  the  Records  previous  to  January,  1696,  except 
those  which  mi^  have  been  on  the  two  missing  psges. 
Those  motioned  in  preceding  Usts  are  omitted : « 


John  Allen. 
TlMnaas  Aodrewi. 

Thomas  Bascottbu 
John  Bursley. 
Bray  Clarke. 
Robert  Elwdl. 
Ricbmrd  Vrj, 

Humphrey  Gallop. 
John  Gilbert. 
John  Gknwr. 
John  Goite  [GJoyt]. 
Nathaniel  UalL 
William  Hannum. 
John  Hsyden. 
Mr.  Jno.  Hill. 
John  Holland. 
Joseph  HoUey. 


John  Holman. 
Mr.  Johiisoiu 

Richard  Jonea* 
Thomas  Jones. 
Tbomas  Kinncrsly 

[Kimberly]. 
Jolui  Ktti|^t. 
Capt.  William  Lovcll. 
Kn<;er  Liullow, 
Thomas  Makepeace. 
Thomas  Manhfidd. 
Alexander  Miller* 
John  MilliT. 
Edmund  Munniogs. 
John  Niles. 
George  Phelps. 
Williams  Phelps. 
Mr.  PiacheoQ. 


Hnmpintj  Pinooj. 
Andraw  Pitdnr. 

William  Preston. 
David  Price. 
George  Procter. 
Widow  Pnrdiue. 
Edward  RajruCiMd. 

Thnnias  Rirliarda. 
Richard  liot'ket. 
Hugh  Rosseter. 
Thomas  Saafbrd* 

* 

William  Siainner. 
Thomas  Tileston. 
Francis  TulhilL 
Jodlua  TnthilL 
HoDiy  Way. 
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It  IB  not  dflfinitely  known  by  what  metiKMl  the  lands 

were  distributed  among  the  fix»t  aettlen  of  the  town,  bat 
it  is  probable  that  the  private  means  and  the  size  of  the 
families  were  taken  into  consideration.  Several  of  the 
largest  landliolders  were  thc^e  who  held  stock  in  England 
under  the  patent.  Each  stockholder  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  pounds  v/m  entitled  to  an  immediate  dividend  of 
two  hundred  acres,  a  "  home  lot "  in  America,  and  tifty 
acfSB  for  aaoh  member  of  bia  fiunily*  TIkmo  yrbo  did  not 
poBsess  stock  could  claim  fifty  acres  for  the  bead  of  the 
faxealy,  and  as  mudi  mora  as  the  governor  and  council 
might  award.  Fifty  acres  were  to  be  given  to  the  master 
for  every  servant  transported  to  the  Colony. 

Before  sailing  for  America  the  colonists  had  determined 
that  for  purposes  of  mutual  protection  they  must  build 
closely  together,  and  tlus  decision  was  wisely  adhered  to. 
A  certain  amount  of  territory  was  laid  out  into  four,  six, 
and  eiglit  acre  house  lot.s,  and  larger  grants  were  made 
elsewhere  for  farming  purposes. 

The  following  list  of  grantees  of  meadow  lands  in 
Dorchester,  cojaed  from  vol.  i.  p.  81,  of  the  original 
Dorchester  Records,  gives  the  reader  a  good  idea  of  the 
system  employed :  — 

The  Map  «f  the  Meddowi  bexond  the  Nspooset  rionr  tiid  how  jr*  ii 


•ilottcrl  out. 


1  Sq^oantoms 
S  Mr.  Hffl  S  D. 
8  Jo  Phil  fi|tt?] 


16  M'  Johnson   6  a. 

16  J:  EalM   4  a. 

17  Nich  TpalMl  a  a. 


4  M'  Duncnn    4  acres. 

5  Marshfcild    5  a 

[6]  George  Way  3  aer. 
[7]  Hall  4  a. 

[8]  J.  Knill   2  a. 
[9  j  R.  Calicot  8  a. 

10  M'  Porchas  t  a. 

11  M' Richards    12  a. 

12  J.  Barber  2  a.  rMata- 
18  SteT.  ftreoch  4  a.  Kchiuet 
UM^HiU  5  a.  (ftoek. 


M'  Newbury   V  hcwt 

18  Capiog   6  a. 

19  Swift  4  a. 

20  J.  Capin^    2  a. 

21  J,  Walcot  [?]    2  a. 

22  Jo:  Pierce   4  a. 
IS  M'  WarO  «  m. 

24  M' Maverick 

25  Jos:  Holy   4  a. 

26  ThoJefreys    S  a. 

S7  Boger  Clap  9  a. 
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58  M'  Smith    4  a. 

59  C.  Gibeoa   2  ib 
«0  Wm.  ffilar  6  a. 
SI  a  Gibb»  4  a. 

32  J. 

83  N.  giUet   4  a. 

84  HoUsnd  4*. 
84  H'  HnU  4  m. 

84  T.  J.  more   4  a. 
87  6  a. 
£S]8  G.  D>  er  4  a. 
89  Ealea,  Sa. 

40  W.  Philps   6  a. 

41  Hanoi   2  a. 

42  M'  Piney    10  a. 
48  Deailow  8  a. 

44  Wilton   5  a. 

45  "Mcinot    4  a* 

46  Pope   4  a. 
41  M'Hathonw 

48  richer    4  [a] 

49  Rocket    4  a. 
[50]  Router 

61  Lwabcrt  Sa 
6S  M'  Egletton  4  a 
58  Hart    4  n 
M  M'  Branktr. 

85  T  [?]  HuU  6  [a] 
84WM»[?3  4  [a] 
87  Briafl[nwad] 

58  H  way 

69  M'  Tery    12  [a] 
tibe  naxi  irilbe  ont  of  order 
j)^  a  rock  pogrnliag  to  the 


M'  W&y  had  marsh  out 

sides  of  that  M'  Teiy. 
tOJ.WieUBlU  4  a. 
41  M'  Ilosford  8  a. 
48  M'  Sentlon    2  a. 
48  J.  HqU    6  a. 
44  T.  Dewis  4  a. 

48  T.  Holoon  8  a. 

66  G.  Phillips    5  a. 

67  Mr  Hulbert   6  a. 

68  J.  Ueyden   3  a. 

49  Mathewa  8  a. 

70  Grenway   8  a. 

71  M'  Holman 

72  M'  Parker   4  a. 

78  Ca[pt.]  Ifawm  4  a. 

74  R.  Elwel  3 

78  W.  Kockwel    4  a. 

4"  aboue  Ai»  Roseiter  ioyning  to 
Urn  If*  mloot  14  a.  next 


76  w.  Gaylor    6  a. 

77  T.  Hach   2  a. 

78  Heoery  Fooki  ft  a. 

79  T.  Tiletlone  8  a. 

80  Ntitnn    1  a. 

81  ancient  Stougbton    6  a. 

this  ran*  vp  between  the  highe 
land  &  m'  Koidter 

82  John  Ilitl    4  a. 

83  M  Tillte   4  a. 

84  Ellas  Parkman   4  a. 
84  £1:  PoDieiy  4  a. 

place    M  Stouf^ton  18  a* 


All  the  undivided  and  unallotted  land  extending  from 
the  Bine  HiUb  to  the  Plymouth  line  was  given  in  1687  to 
the  town  of  Dorchester,  the  gnint  being  eonfirmed  by  the 
Genenl  Court  in 1720.  This  contained  over  forty  thousand 
acres  of  lend,  and  was  commonly  called  by  the  English  the 
land  "  beyond  tlio  Blue  Hills,**  and  after  1707  was  known 
as  the  New  Giant** 
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Tlie  associatioTi  known  as  the  "  Dorche.st^'r  Proprietors '* 
were  the  ownere  of  the  wild  lands  in  that  territory  now 
comprising  the  towns  of  Stoughtou,  Sharon,  and  Canton, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Fonkapoag  Plantation.  A  later 
historian  says, — 

**  Until  late  in  the  seventeenth  century  these  lands  were  uuio- 
habited ;  and  to  whomsoever  they  were  assigned  or  sold,  such 
peiBOiui  became  the  lawful  ownen.  Thoa  waa  eatabUahed  a 
ayaten  of  amall  ffeebolda,  irbioh  waa  to  be  a  diatlDgwIahlng 

feature  in  the  landed  hiatory  of  our  country.  The  occupants 
of  these  farms  paid  no  annual  tribute,  as  did  their  ancestors  in 
Old  England,  to  some  in-ent  proprietor,  —  Home  *■  Earl  of  Pun- 
capog/  as  the  Rev.  Thunios  Prince  fuceliouuly  called  himself 
when  a  boy,  —  bat  were  independent.  Thoa  waa  oroated  a  love 
of  ffeedom,  and  a  capacity  of  aelf-goveminent  developed,  which 
was  in  after  years  to  lie:u-  n  ric  h  and  abundant  fniit.  Maaaa- 
poag  Brook,  or  the  '  East  Branch  of  the  Neponset,'  running 
through  the  centre  of  South  Canton  Village,  was  the  dividing 
line  between  the  Toukapoag  Plantation  and  the  land  of  the  Dor- 
chester proprietors.  The  place  where  Washington  Sti'eet  crosses 
fhia  atream  ia  neatly  identical  with  the  apot  where  the  old  road 
from  IQlton  line  to  Bfllinga*  tayem,  in  Sharon,  croaaed  it, 
probably  as  early  as  1650.  At  any  rate,  this  road  was  in 
existence  long  before  any  lands  were  laid  out  in  the  Dorelu  ster 
South  Precinct,  or  any  pei»oa  had  received  his  estate  in 
severaltv."* 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Dorchester  was  chasen  by 
the  earlv  settlei's  on  account  of  the  abundant  pasturacfe 
(Treat  Neck  (South  Bost^ni)  afforded  for  tlieir  cattle. 
This  wiiij  for  many  years  the  common  piisture  for  the  cows 
of  the  Colony,  and  persona  wei-e  appointed  to  drive  them 
back  and  forth  each  morning  and  night  Nov  settlers 
brought  cowB  with  them,  and  at  length  tbe  Great  Neck 
became  too  small;  so  other  arrangements  bad  to  be  made 
for  pastuiage.  In  1637,  therefore,  it  was  oideied  that — 

>  Elitoiy  of  Canton,    S  (tBlS). 
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"All  that  have  Cow^g  phall  put  tliom  to  the  Keepers  to  be 
kept  in  the  ordinary  Cow  pasim  e,'  and  none  to  be  put  away  at 
the  2secke  of  laud  or  keepe  them  otherwise  about  the  Towue  or 
tcouk  the  heard,  one  payne  of  lOt.  for  [such]  offending.'*  * 

The  General  Coui  t  piu>sed  a  law  in  1638  concerning 
tobiicco,  which  caused  no  little  excitement.  Tins  law  read 

as  follows :  — 

*'  Thisi  Court,  finding  that  since  the  repealing  of  the  fonner 
lawb  against  tobacco,  the  same  is  more  abused  thau  before,  it 
hafh  thoef ore  oidofed  that  no  man  ahaU  take  any  tobaooo  hi 
fhe  feilda,  except  in  his  ioani^,  or  at  meale  timee,  vpoa  pain 
of  12d  for  every  offence ;  nor  ehaU  take  any  tobacco  in  (or  ao 
near)  any  dweling  house,  bame,  oornc  or  hay  rick,  as  may  likely 
indanger  the  fireing  thereof,  vpon  paine  of  x'  for  every  offence; 
nor  shall  take  any  tobacco  in  any  inue  or  comon  victualing 
honae,  except  in  a  private  roome  fberei  so  as  neither  the  master 
of  the  same  house  nor  any  oflier  goests  there,  shall  take  offence 
lliefeat;  w*^  if  they  do^  then  sodi  i^aon  is  foorthw*^  to  for- 
beaie,  vpon  paine  of  8^  6*  for  every  offence.** ' 

Dming  tiid  summer  of  this  year,  Winffaiop  tells  us, 
^  There  come  OTer  twenty  ships,  and  at  least  three  thou- 
sand persons,  so  as  they  were  foroed  to  look  oat  new 

plantations." 

The  Church  was  callod  upon  to  exercise  it^i  correcting 
power  this  year.  "Mr.  Ambrose  Martin,  for  calling  the 
Church  Covenant  a  stinking  carrion,  and  a  liumau  inven- 
tion, and  saying,  he  wondered  at  God's  patience,  feared 
it  would  end  in  the  sharp,  and  said  the  ministeta  did 
dethrone  Christ  and  set  up  theroselTes;  he  was  fined  j£10, 
and  counseUed  to  go  to  Mr.  Mather  to  be  instructed.'*  A 
TOte  was  also  passed  informing  Mr.  Thomas  Makepeace 
that  **  because  of  his  novel  disposition,  we  were  weary  of 
him  unless  he  refonne." 

'  A  large  tract  of  undivided  land  lying  in  tbsvkillttjfif  fbc  Upper Uilll. 

3  I>orchMter  Town  B«cor«U,  p.  22  (1870). 

*  Bteordt  «f  Mmumihv^ltf,  t«L  L  p.  241  (1853.) 
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Befcm  long  ^nunnpaon's  laland  proved  to  lie  an  ofajeot 

ol  conflict  between  DoTchmter  and  Boston.  Hub  was 
supposed  to  have  been  first  occupied  by  David  Thompeon, 
a  Sootchman,  wlio  was  sent  over  with  others  to  Piscataqua 
(now  Portemotith)  by  Gorges  and  Mason,  the  year  before, 
to  establish  a  factory  at  that  place;  but  later  evidence  goes 
to  prove  that  William  Trevoiir  [irec^'de'I  him.  Thomjxion 
haii  become  acquainted  with  tliis  i.^lami  during  a  trip  to 
Plymouth,  and,  leaving  Piscataqua,  he  took  up  his  abode 
upon  it  six  yean  befote  the  Bay  was  settled.  After  the 
Colony  became  folly  established,  he  piocured  a  eonfinna- 
1i<ni  of  his  tide  to  the  island  from  the  General  Court. 
Among  the  archives  of  Salem  is  found  the  following 
oniions  deposition  ooncerning  the  island: — 

I,  Saggamoie  of  Aggawam,  testify  that  in  the  yesie  1619  or 

thereabouts  as  I  rennNnber,  I  went  in  my  owns  pewt  n  witli  Mr. 
Dnvid  'Thompson,  and  then  he  took  possession  of  the  Hand 
before  iJon  liesier,  he  likeing  no  other  but  that  because  of  the 
emale  Bluer,  aud  then  no  Indians  upon  it  or  any  Wigwam  or 
planting,  nor  hath  been  by  any  Bndians  InhaUtted  or  clajmed 
tince,  bat  two  yean  agoe  liy  ^imben,  an  dd  Endlan  Gt 
Dorchester.  Witness  my  hand,  this  IBth  of  July,  befoie  Mr. 
Greenleafe,  1620/00. 

WitnesH,  Fdmi  Nn  Orkfm.kafe. 

Sagamoke —  of  Aggawam. 

In  1685  the  General  Court  granted  this  island  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  and  four  yeai-s 
later  the  town  voted  to  lay  a  tax  of  X20  upon  the  propri- 
etora  of  this  island  "for  the  maintenance  of  a  school  iu 
DorehflstMr.**  Those  who  paid  rent  numbered  one  hundred 
and  twenty  persons,  including  the  principal  part  of  the 
adult  male  inhabitants.  This,  as  far  as  can  be  aseertained, 
was  the  first  publie  provision  made  for  a  &ee  mhool  in 
America  by  a  direct  tax  or  assessment  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town.^ 
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Wlien  John  Thompson,  the  son  of  the  original  occupant, 
became  of  age,  he  sent  in  a  petition  to  the  (Teneral  Court» 
askini^'  that  the  island  be  granted  to  him,  ou  the  ground  of 
iiiiic I  I  lance.  Thisi  petition  was  granted,  and  the  property 
passed  out  of  the  hands  of  Dorchester.  The  people  felt 
that  fbey  had  not  reoeived  justice  in  the  matter,  eo  ihej  in 
turn  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Courti  addng  that 
another  island  be  granted  to  them  to  assist  in  maintaining 
die  free  school.  The  result  of  this  was  that  a  grant  of 
one  thousand  acres  of  wild  land  was  given  to  make  up  for 
the  loss  of  the  island. 

In  1<>39,  also,  an  order  was  given  by  tlie  Conrt  to  mount 
guns  on  Hock  Hill.  TliLs  wiis  undoubtedly  what  is  now 
calk'd  Savin  Hill,  although  some  authorities  have  des- 
ignated Meeting-Uouse  Hill  as  the  site.  bavm  Hill, 
liowever,  is  mu^  better  suited  for  a  fortificatioa,  as  it 
conmiands  the  mouth  of  tiie  Neponset,  the  bay,  and  the 
passage  to  the  hill  bj  land.  The  southerly  point  of  Savin 
Hill,  on  the  flat  rock,  would  have  been  an  excellent  place 
to  locate  the  artiller>-. 

A  law  passed  by  the  Court  this  year  concerning  super- 
fluities, caused  great  excitement  among  the  settlers,  and 
80on  became  famous.  It  is  interesting  enough  to  quote 
the  text :  — 

Whereas  there  is  much  complaint  of  the  excessive  wearing 
of  lace,  &  other  superfluities  tending  to  little  vsie  or  benefit,  but 
to  t!tp  nn)iri«fiing  of  pride  &  cxhausliug  of  mens  estates,  & 
abo  ot  evile  examjile  to  otlien*,  it  is  therefore  ordered  by  this 
Court,  &,  deci-eed,  that  henceforward  no  person  whatsoever 
shall  fisiinie  to  sell  or  buy  w**in  this  iurisdictioD,  any  manner  <^ 
lace  to  bee  wome  or  vsed  w*^  limits.  And  that  no  tayl% 
or  any  other  penon  whatMsrer,  shall  hereafter  set  any  Isce,  or 
points  \'pon  any  garments,  either  linnen,  wollen,  or  any  other 
wearing  eloatlus  whatsoever,  &  that  no  ^sou  hearafter  sIiuU  be 
Imployed  in  making  of  any  manner  of  lace,  but  such  as  they 
shall  sell  to  sacb  persons  as  shall  A  will  tramfiort  tiie  same  out 
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of  this  iurlMlictiou,  who,  iu  such  case,  »ball  have  liberty  to  buy 
the  same:  And  that  heaiafter  no  gannent  Bhalbee  made 
tbort  sleeTBB,  whereby  the  nakedneaa  of  the  anne  may  bee 
diaeovered  in  the  wearing  thereof ;  &  such  as  have  gaimnxta 
abrady  made  w*^  short  sleeves  shall  not  hearafter  wear  the 
same,  vnless  they  cover  their  arraes  to  the  wrist,  w***  liunen,  or 
otbt'i  wi.sk' :  And  that  hearafter  nopei"son  whatsoever  shall  make 
any  garment  fur  weoiuen,  or  auy  of  ther  aex,  w'*^  sleeveo  mure 
Hiaahalfe  an  eUe  wide  in  ih»  widest  plaoe  theieof,  &  so  propor- 
tionable for  biger  or  smaUer  persona. 

(*And  for  fieent  reformation  of  imoderate  great  sleeves,  & 
some  other  superfluities,  w**  may  easily  bee  redressed  w^'ont 
much  piudice,  or  the  spoilo  of  garments,  as  iinoderute  gnnt 
breches,  kuots  of  rybau,  broad  shoulder  bands,  &  rayies,  bilk 
rases,  double  ruffes,  &  cuffes,  etc.**' 

The  centre  of  the  town  was  first  laid  out  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pond  and  Cottage  Streets.   The  first  road  in  the  town 

was  that  which  ran  from  the  meeting-house,  on  the  corner 
of  Cottage,  Pleasant,  and  Pond  Streets,  to  Rock  Hill.  A 
part  of  this  road  now  exi.st.^  iia  Pleasant  Street,  and  the 
remainder  as  Savin  Hill  Avenue.  Another  began  ut 
the  baine  place,  and  ran  weat  to  the  Five  Comers,  and  east 
to  the  CalveB*  Paatofe,  now  known  as  Pond  Street  and 
Crescent  Avenue.  This  ran  northeast  from  the  Five 
OomeiSf  in  the  direction  of  the  Great  Neck,  and  had  a  gate 
at  its  enbiuce ;  it  is  now  known  as  Boston  Street  From 
Pond  Street  a  road  curved  around  by  the  houses  of 
William  T.  Andrews  and  Richard  Clapp,  which  the  town 
voted  to  discontinue  in  1858.  It  was  called  Chestnut 
Street,  and  on  it  lived  the  Kev.  Ricliard  Mather,  Roger 
Will  iams,  and  othera.  The  present  Cottage  Street,  leading 
from  the  meeting-house  to  the  Five  Corners,  Humphreys 
Street)  and  Dudley  Street,  over  which  the  Dorchester 
settiets  tnveUed  to  Roxbuiy  and  Boatoa,  were  also  laid 
out.    The  present  Stonghton,  Hancock,  and  Pleasant 

>  Records  of  MauachuMtU,  toL  i.  p.  274  ( 1863). 
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Streets  were  formerly  a  road  laid  out  around  Jones's  Hill, 
from  which  a  road  led  to  Stoughton  Mill.  This  is  now 
Adams  Street.  From  this  street  a  road  led  to  the  Penny 
Ferry,  and  this  is  now  known  as  Marsh  Street. 

This  arrangement  kept  the  inhabitants  closely  together, 
and  gave  a  road  around  several  coniimratively  small  pieces 
of  land.  Care  was  taken  to  keep  the  right  of  way  to  the 
sea  and  to  the  marshes,  so  that  hay  could  be  easily 
obtained.  A  grant  made  July  5,  1636,  concerning  this, 
is  important,  because  it  is  of  earlier  date  than  that 
which  declared  of  what  the  riparian  rights  should  consist. 
The  record  reads  as  follows  :  — 

"  It  is  graunted  to  M'.  Ludlow,  M'.  Hill,  and  the  neighbours 
that  haue  lotts  with  them,  that  [they]  may  run  a  pale  downe 
Into  the  sea  at  the  Comer  by  M'.  Ludlowes,  and  an  other 
betweene  M'.  Hill  and  John  Eales,  for  the  securing  the  Corne, 
and  saving  of  much  fensing,  p'vided  they  leave  stiles  and  gates 
for  p'sons  and  cattle,  when  p'sons  are  disposed  to  Iravell  or 
drive  Cattle  or  swine  that  way  to  Clamming."  * 

Our  present  laws  on  this  subject  depend  on  the  order 
passed  in  1641. 

Rock  Hill,  referred  to  above,  was  known  as  "  Rocky 
Hill "  during  the  first  hundred  years  of  the  settlement, 
and  later  it  was  called  "  Old  Hill,"  because  it  was  here 
that  the  first  inhabitants  settled.  Joseph  Tuttle  gave  it 
the  modem  name  of  "  Savin  Hill,"  when  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  old  Wis  well  estate  in  1822.  This  he 
made  into  a  seaside  or  country  hotel,  which  was  the  first 
hotel  of  this  kind  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  The  name 
"  Savin "  is  the  scientific  name  of  the  red  cedar  with 
which  this  locality  was  covered. 

Many  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  early  settlere 
selected  Rock  Hill,  or  Savin  Hill,  as  we  may  now  call  it, 
for  the  location  of  their  residences.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  of  these  was  Roger  Ludlow,  the  brother-in-law 

*  Dorchester  Town  Rcconis,  p.  10  (1879). 
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of  GoveiTior  Endiontt,  and  "assistant"  of  the  Massacha- 
setts  Company,  wlio  w.is  chosen  Deputy-Governor  in  1634. 
When  Ludlow  arrived  in  tlie  new  couuUy,  coming  from 
Old  DoxchMter,  in  Doxsetslure,  be  bad  alteady  reached 
middle  age»  and,  as  a  stockholder  in  the  Massaohufletts 
CSomponj,  wee  poeeeBsed  of  some  property.  He  woe 
chosen  assistant,"  or  director,  in  London,  before  the  little 
company  of  emigrants  set  sail,  and  he  embarked  from 
Devon  on  the  "Mary  and  John"  with  the  otliei"s.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  colonial  government,  and  while  his 
extensive  duties  prevt'nteil  him  from  taking  active  ]»art  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Dorchester  plantation,  he  had  great 
influence  with  the  early  settlers.  His  name  appears  in  the 
Dordiester  Reoocds  only  as  a  grantee  of  land. 

In  bis  religious  views,  Ludlow  belonged  to  the  Puritan 
school,  bat  was  unfortunate  in  the  possession  of  two  cbax<> 
aoteriatics  wliich  destroyed  whatever  popidarifyjbe  might 
have  attained,— a  violent  temper,  and  an  inordinate  ambi- 
tion. His  great  disappointment  in  not  being  elected 
pTivernor  in  1635  caused  him  to  protest  the  election  of 
W'iatliiop ;  and  this  so  offended  the  freemen  that  they  left 
him  entirely  out  of  the  magistracy.  This  was  more  than 
his  proud  nature  could  endure,  so  he  joined  the  paity 
which  emigrated  to  Windsor,  Oonnectiout,  not  long  afteiv 
ward.  Here  Ludlow  at  once  took  a  leading  part  in  the 
affairs,  pssriding  at  the  first  court  of  magistratee,  which 
wiis  held  at  Hartford,  April  26,  1636.  He  also  served  as 
Deputy-Governor  untU  1639,  when  he  removed  to  Fairfield, 
in  the  New  Haven  Colony,  ^ome  yeai-s  later  he  had  a 
dispute  with  the  government  of  the  Colon}'  concerninnf  the 
aft'aii-s  of  the  Dutch  war,  ami  as  a  result  he  left  New 
England  forever.    He  is  said  to  have  <iied  in  Virginia. 

Ludlow's  Dorchester  house  was  built  on  the  south 
side  of  the  hill  on  Savin  Hill  Avenue,  at  the  comer  of 
Bath  Avenue,  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  sufastantial 
in  the  town,— standing  until  1780.    When  tbe  testy 
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Deputy-Governor  left  Dorchester,  he  sold  his  estate  to 
Captain  Thomas  Hawkinsi  who  from  this  time  seems 


to  have  taken  a 
prominent  poei- 
tloninthetown. 

He  was  one  of 


the  freemen  of  Dorchester,  and  a  meml)er  of  the  artillerjr 
co^npan5^  Captain  Hawkins  was  a  ship-btiiHcr  and  navi- 
gator by  profession,  and  a  large  landholder  in  Don  iiester. 
The  soutlu.'ily  jmrt  of  I  larrisnn  Square  once  b<jie  th«  title 
of  "Captain's  Neck,"  or  "-Hawkins'  Neck;"  and  a  small 
stream,  which  croeaed  the  present  Columbia  Street,  was 
named  Hawkins*  Brook,*'  in  his  hcmor.  After  his  death, 
in  1648,  Mrs.  Hawkins  sold  the  property  to  John  Gomell ; 
and  tiliuB  the  Ludlow  estate  again  changed  hands.  After 
passing  through  the  ])ossession  of  the  Masons  and  the 
Wiswells,  it  finally  fell  by  inheritance  to  the  ohildien  of 
William  Worthiiigton. 

John  Eeles  owfun^  ]irnperty  on  the  iTirtb  side  of  the 
"hill.  He  \v;vs  one  of  the  lii-st  settlei-s.  and  also  one  of  the 
ixvai  grantees  of  the  land  on  Rock  Hiil.  When  he  removed 
to  Hingham,  his  land  was  purchased  by  Nathaniel  Patten, 
another  prominent  man  among  the  first  inhabitants.  His 
property  was  on  the  border  of  the  cove  between  Savin 
HiU  and  Calves'  Pasture,  and  was  known  as  Patten's 
Cove  for  many  years  after  his  death.  As  Patten  died 
without  children,  the  land  came  later  into  the  possession 
of  the  Robinson  family. 

Another  early  grantee  of  land  at  Hock  Hill  was  Richard 
Baker.  His  j)roperty  \v;is  .situated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
bill,  and  he  built  his  house  on  the  site  of  the  Tuttlc  house, 
reference  to  which  has  already  been  made.  The  estate 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Wiswells  into  tiiose  of 
the  Tuttles. 

Colonel  Isiael  Stoughton's  house  was  sttnated  at  the 
nortlieast  comer  of  Savin  Hill  Avenue  and  Pleasant 
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Stieet  He  had  tlie  distinction  of  building  the  first  mill 
in  New  England  to  grind  com  by  water.  It  stood  in  the 
Neponset  River,  where  Milton  now  is.  Colonel  Stoughton 
gained  his  title  from  his  coramiind  of  the  Miissaehusetts 
forces  during  the  Pequot  W;ir,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  the  early  inhabiUint^^  of  Dorchester.  He 
served  as  representative  in  1634,  and  was  the  Governor's 
Assistant  for  many  years. 

Among  other  land-ownezs  on  Rock  Hill  tiie  leeoids  give 
the  names  of  John  Hill,  The-  ^  Q 
mas  MiUett,  Jolui  Phillips,  John  Mvo^^^UlxPS 
Wilson,  Richard  Leeds,  Michael  0  ' 
Willis,  Richard  Curtice,  John  Pierce,  Geoige  Weeks,  and 
John  Greenaway.^ 

The  old  residents  have  lost  none  of  their  pride  for  their 
hist<»rical  inheritance.  Edward  Everett  made  reference  to 
the  hill  in  his  Fourth  of  July  Oration,  delivered  at 
Dorchester  in  1855.    He  said,  -— 

**  *  Old  Hill,'  as  we  called  it  in  tbe  days  of  my  boyhood, 
more  than  fifty  years  ago,  (it  has  lost  that  venerable  name  in 
the  progress  of  leflBement,  tiiongh  it  has  become  s  half 
centniy  older.)  KotwithstsiMUi^  tiie  tasteful  Wllas  wliieh  sdom 
its  base,  it  e^UUts  substantially  the  nne  grouping  erf  cedars 
and  the  same  ma<rnif5ceut  rocks,  ami  commands  the  same  fine 
view  of  tlie  harbor  which  it  did  before  a  single  bouse  was 
built  within  ita  precincts.  Venerable  trees  which  seemed  big  to 
me  In  my  chikUKXMl  scmb  but  little  bigger  now,  though  I  caa 
trace  the  storms  of  fifty  wintecs  on  some  of  their  well- 
feooUeoted  branches.'* 

About  the  year  1641  Mr.  Jonathan  Buit  was  invited  to 
settle  in  Dorchester  as  Mr.  Mather's  assistant  in  the  mini- 
stiy.  During  the  pzeliminaries  a  heated  controTersy 
broke  out,  similar  to  one  which  bad  previously  occnned  in 
Boston,  Mr.  Bnii  being  on  the  libeml  mde.  The  whole 

1  Aillele  OS  ''Old  Donhttler,"  by  JamM  8tuk»  B«mm  TtPrnmifltt 
Api08»1887. 
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town  was  deeply  intorested  in  the  affair,  which  was  finally 
settled  by  the  decision  of  the  Church  "  that  both  sides  had 
cause  to  be  humbled  for  their  failings,  for  which  they  wex© 
advised  to  set  a  day  a[)art  for  reconciliation." 

The  tiuubie  and  controversy  which  had  ariRen  about 
wages  was  linally  settled  by  an  order  of  the  Couit  passed 
Maxdi  15,  1642.  Tins  stipiilated  tbat  etnmnoa  laboEieni 
ahovld  not  teoeiv9  moie  than  28d  a  day,  and  tJiat  from 
Angnst  25  to  October  1  the  wages  diould  not  ezoeed  15d 
a  day.  Fnrtfaer  reduction  was  made  between  October  1  and 
December  1,  as  the  order  made  it  unlawful  to  receive  more 
than  12d  a  day.  Wages  rose  again  to  15d,  between 
December  1  and  January  25. 

This  year  was  also  eventful,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
during  it  the  Dorchester  settlei-s  built  their  tirst  ship. 

Tlic  recoiils  ui  give  us  a  picture  of  our  forefathere 
which  we  should  be  glad  to  foiget.  Their  actions,  though 
doiibtless  meant  for  the  wel^kie  of  the  Colony,  appear 
indefendble  at  thia  modem  day,  and  the  people  seem  to 
ha^  practised  the  vexy  traits  of  cruelty  and  injnstice  &om 
which  they  liad  previously  suffered.  Miantonimn,  one  of 
the  most  high-minded  and  honorable  of  Indian  chiefs,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Uncivs,  the  chief  of  the  Mohegans,  and 
through  tlie  influence  of  the  (Tovernnient  of  the  Miissachu- 
setts  Colony  was  killed  in  cold  blood.  iSaniuel  Gorton,  of 
Rliodc  Island,  also  suffered  by  the  decrees  of  the  fathers. 
It  is  diihcult  to  ancertain  the  nature  of  his  crimes,  but  they 
appear  to  have  been  those  of  independence  and  liberality. 
He  was  impiisoned  at  Charlestown ;  and  his  seven  *^  con- 
federates*' were  confined  in  seven  different  towns,  with 
irons  on  their  legs.  Francis  Weston  was  tiie  prisoner 
entrusted  to  Dorchester  for  safe  keeping. 

While  we  find  much  in  the  acts  of  our  ancestors  with 
which  we  cannot  s's'mjjathize,  we  ran  but  admit  that  they 
displayed  a  remarkable  amount  of  wisdom  and  intelligence. 
This  was  probably  the  only  country  ever  colonized  which 
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did  not  have  conquest  and  greed  for  its  ptunaiy  oligect. 
The  methods  employed  may  be  stigmatized  as  cruel  and 
unwarranted,  but  they  were  aimed  at  the  malicious  and 

]t]]i\  \\  liich  were  alwaj's  be  foimd  in  a  new  colony.  The 
iorefaUiera  th»Mnselve8  may  be  set  down  as  bigots,  fanatics, 
and  persecuturn,  but  we  must  not  judge  them  by  the  stan- 
dards of  tOHliiy.  Toleration  was  a  word  not  recognized  in 
those  early  days ;  and  when  we  see  the  tremendous  changes 
the  last  hundred  yean  have  brought,  we  oaa  aee  fliat  the 
judgment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  yearn  ago  could  not 
consistently  be  the  same  as  the  judgment  of  to-day. 

Castle  Island,  on  which  fortifications  had  been  erected, 
became  a  burden  to  the  town,  and  in  1648  a  vote  was 
passed  to  give  it  up,  being  weaiy  of  tlie  chiirge  of  main- 
taining" it.  As  this  idand  was  neater  Dorchester  than  the 
other  towns,  South  Boston  then  being  within  its  limits,  it 
was  natural  that  the  town  should  pay  more  for  its  mainte- 
nance than  Roxbuiy,  Cambridget  and  Watertown,  which 
united  with  Dorchester  in  fortifying  it.  The  island  was 
first  fortified  in  1633  with  mnd  walls.  Captain  Roger  Clap 
tells  us  that  these  "  stood  divers  Years."  Captain  Clap  then 
continues :  "  Firsts  Capt.  Simpkini  was  Commander  thereof, 
and  after  him  Lieut.  Moniah,  for  a  little  Hpaee.  When 
the  Mud  WalU  faiieil,  it  was  built  again  of  Pine  Trects  and 
Sartk;  and  Capt.  Davenport  wioa  Commander.  When  that 
decayed,  which  was  within  a  little  Time,  there  was  a  small 
Castle  built  with  Bridk  WaUt^  and  had  ikree  Room»  in  it; 
a  dwelling  Room  below,  a  lodging  Room  over  it,  the  <3un 
Room  over  that,  wherein  stood  Six  very  good  SakiT  (Ttmt, 
and  over  it  upon  the  Top  2%re«  lesf<er  Gum"  ^ 

H\ibbard  relatt^s  a  curiouB  incident  which  happened  this 
year.    He  says :  — 

*'0n  the  18th  of  .Tannnry.  there  were  strange  sights  seen 
about  Ci^tlc  Ishmd,  and  the  (tovernour'B  Island  over  against  it, 

1  Mciii«in«f  CApuanBog«rCtaAP>S8(18M). 
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in  form  like  a  man,  that  would  sometimes  cast  flames  and  sparkles 
of  fire.  TliitJ  was  seen  about  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  evening 
by  umuy.  About  the  same  time  a  voice  was  beard  between 
Boston  and  Dorchester  upon  the  water  in  a  dreadful  manner, 
crying  out  *boj,  boj,  oonie  awaj,  oome  away;'  and  then  it 
shifted  Boddenly  from  one  plaoe  to  another,  a  great  dietence, 
about  twenty  times.  About  fourteen  days  after,  the  same 
voice  waH  heard  in  the  like  dreadful  manner;  divem  sober 
persons  were  ear  witnescii  .4  lu* reof,  at  both  tiuies,  ou  Uie  other 
side  of  the  town,  towards  Ncxldle  s  lalaud.** 

This  account  seems  extraordinary,  when  the  -well-known 
sobriety  and.  veracity  o£  our  forefathers  are  called  to  miud. 

Hie  year  1645  markB  another  important  era  in  the 
early  history  of  the  colonists.  Six  years  previously  the 
town  had  estsblished  the  first  school  su]i})arted  by  the 
people,  and  now  it  took  another  step  forward  in  appoint- 
ing a  sjwoial  school  committee,  "  which  evidently  had  no 
precedent  in  America,  but  which  lias  been  fruitful  of 
results  wide-sjnead  and  of  great  impoitance."  * 

These  *''  wardeni}  or  ouseers  of  the  Schoole,"  us  they 
were  called,  consisted  of  three  persons,  Mr.  Howard,  Dea- 
con Wiswall,  and  Mr.  Atherton  being  tbe  first  to  serve  in 
this  capacity. 

In  1646,  aboi  an  instmment  was  adopted  called  the 
*'Dji«ctoxy.'*  This  contained  many  regtilations  which  the 
inhabitants  bound  themselves  to  observe  in  conducting 
their  town  meetings.   Some  of  these  regulatioiis,  as  Blake 

tells  us,  were  that,  — 

"  Althings  shonld  be  aforehand  prepared  by  y*  Selectmen, 
that  all  Votes  of  importance  shonld  be  first  drawn  in  writing 
and  have  2  or  3  distinct  Readings,  before  y*  Vote  was  called 
for.  That  every  man  should  haue  libertie  to  ai»eak  his  mind 
meeUy  and  without  noise}  flaat  no  man  sbould  speak  when 
another  was  speaUng;  that  all  men  would  Coimtenance  ft 

1  WiUiaa  A. Mowtj,  Fh.  D.:  Btotoiled  AddveM at Dorchecler  Ctlebfa^ 
tioBf  1880. 
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Encourage  nil  n'*  Town  f  >flif  <  ra  in  y'  due  Execution  of 
their  Offlcea,  and  not  fault  or  Kevile  them  for  doing  their 
Duty,  &c."» 

This  Directory  \\  ;us  read  at  the  o^)ening  at  each  town 
meeting,  and  the  reguhitions  were  carefully  observed.  An 
order  waj*  also  paaiied  tliat  at  all  town  lueetings  the  tielect- 
men  were  to  appoint  one  of  themselves  to  be  moderator. 

During  the  same  year  the  sum  of  £250  was  xaiaed  to 
build  a  new  meetrng-house  to  tske  the  place  of  the  mde^ 
lliatched  fint  meetiDg^hoiue,  which  was  found  insnflBeient 
lor  the  glowing  demands  of  the  Plantatioii. 

The  settlers  are  accixsed  not  only  of  indifference  in 
regard  to  tlie  nefarious  sla\e-trade.  but  even  of  aiding 
and  aL>ettiug  the  tiatHc.  While  lliis  may  be  true  of  indi- 
viduals, it  was  eertninlj  not  true  of  tiie  community,  as  the 
following  extract  from  the  records  of  the  Colony  for  1646 
will  show:^ 

**The  Goi^U  Co^te,  ooncelviiig  themseliies  boimd  by  first 
opportnmty  to  bear  witnw  agaiiist  y*  haynca  A  eiying  sinn  of 

man  stealing,  as  also  to  pscribc  sach  timely  redresse  for  what 
!9  past,  &  such  a  law  for  y*  future  as  may  snffieiently  doterr 
all  oth''s  belonging  to  us  to  have  to  do  in  such  vile  &  most 
iKliuud  courses,  iustly  abhoi-ed  of  all  good  &  iust  men,  do  order 
y*  y*  negro  interpreter,  w*^  oHi"  anlawfuUy  taken,  be  by  y*  first 
oportooity  (at  y*  charge  of  y*  eomitry  for  psent),  sent  to  his 
native  country  of  Ginny,  &  a  letter  w^**  him  of  y*  indignation 
of  y*  Co'te  thereabouts,  &  instice  hereof,  desireing  o'  iKMio'ed 
Oov'n''  would  please  put  to  this  order  in  execution."  ' 

Rev.  Jolm  Wil  ii.  Jr.,  was  settled  as  *^ coadjutor  to  Rev. 
Richard  Mather,"  in  1649. 

As  might  lie  expected  from  its  size  and  importance,  the 
town  of  Dorchester  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  old 
colonial  records.   Most  of  these  references  relate  to  die 

1  Blake'a  Annais  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  p.  18  (1846). 
•  Bcetwda  of  UamdniMlU,  toL  II.  p.  IflS  (18tt). 
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flfiptmitmeut  of  officers,  tlie  mending  of  roods,  tlw  settle- 
moit  d  boimdAries,  and  the  adjustment  of  disputes ;  but 
there  are  some  orders  of  the  court  which  are  of  special 
interest.  In  1630,  March  1,  the  following  entry  Ls  found: 
**  M'  Tho:  Stoughton,  constable  of  Dorchester,  is  ffjTied 
v*  for  Uikeing  vpon  him  to  inarr\'  Clem*  Briggs  and  Joane 
Allen,  <^  to  be  imprisoned  Liii  iiue  iiulh  fd  his  ffyne." 

Tbe  claim  that  intempennoe  and  poverty  are  connected 
was  evidently  believed  by  the  Court  holden  utt  Boston, 
Angnst  TUi,  1682,*'  at  whicli  session  this  oider  was  passed: 
**It  is  ordered  that  the  renudnd'  of  M'  Aliens  stronge 
water,  being  estimated  abonte  2  gallands,  shalbe  deliued 
into  the  hands  of  the  deacons  of  Dorcbest^,  for  the  benefitt 
of  the  poore  there,  for  his  selling  of  it  dyv"  tymes  to  such 
as  were  dninke  w*"  it,  hee  knowing  thereof." 

Ou  the  Tth  of  November,  lbt>2,  the  inliabitaiits  of 
Boston  were  granted  liberty  to  take  wood  from  Dorchester 
Keek  lor  twenty  years,  but  the  land  was  still  to  remain  in 
tbe  possession  of  Dorchester.  Anot2ier  entiy  proved  tlie 
militazy  importance  of  the  town,  for  in  1684  it  was  ordered 
that  ''Dorchest^  shall  haue  three  peeoes  of  ordinances,  to 
ffortifie  themselues  withall,  one  drake  &  two  other  peeces, 
to  be  hadd  from  Charlton/'  During  the  same  year  per> 
mission  was  granted  to  the  Dejtuty-Governnr  "  to  haue  his 
Indcan  trayned  with  the  rest  of  the  company  at  Dorchester, 
&,  to  shoote  at  fowle." 

The  Indians  living  within  the  limits  of  the  town  caused 
many  vexed  questions  to  arise  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
they  should  be  treated.  It  is  a  pleasant  duty,  however, 
to  record  the  fact  that,  with  the  excepti<m  of  a  few 

isolated  eases,  the  Dorchester  settlers  always  showed  them 
consideration  and  kindness.  John  Eliot,  "the  Apostle  of 
the  Indians,"  did  much  to  create  friendly  rehition.s,  and 
he  was  nniveraally  loved  and  respected.  This  is  evinced 
by  the  following  letter,  which  relates  to  the  laying  out  of 
the  land  about  Ponkapoag  Pond : — 
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To  his  much  hooored  aud  reiipecUid  frieud,  Major  Athertou, 
at  hi&  houaa  iu  Dorchester^  these  p'sent 
Much  konond  md  htiovd  m  (At  Lord:  Though  oar  poors 
Indmni  ue  ndidi  molMtod  hi  most  phusM  hi  tiieir  meetingB  in** 
my  of  civilitieSi  yet  the  Lord  hath  put  it  into  your  hearts  to 
suffer  OS  to  meet  quietly  at  Ponkipog,  for  w"  I  thank  Grod,  and 
am  grateful  to  yourselfe  and  all  the  guoil  i)eoplc  of  Dorchester. 
And  now  that  our  meetiugs  miiy  Imj  the  more  comfortable  and 
llivanhle,  my  request  is,  y^  you  would  please  to  further  theee 
tfro  motiona:  Ihwt,  y*  you  would  pleaee  to  make  an  order  hi 
your  townei  and  record  it  in  your  Townc  record,  that  you 
approve  and  allow  y*'  Indians  of  Ponki]  ii  'L':  there  to  sit  downe 
aud  make  si  towne  and  to  inioy  such  accommodations  as  may 
be  competent  to  maintain  God's  ordiuanceb  amuug  them  another 
day.  My  aeoood  zequeat  is,  y*  you  would  appoint  flttmg  men, 
who  may  hi  a  fltt  aeaaon  bound  and  lay  oat  liie  aame,  and 
record  y*  alaoe.  And  thua  oommoidhig  you  to  the  Lord>  I 
reat. 

Yonia  to  aenre  in  the  aerrioe  of  Jesus  Christ, 

Joiu;  Eliot.^ 

In  the  winter  the  Indians  lived  in  the  woods  bordering 
the  Neponaet  Riyer  at  the  head  of  ttavigation»  where  the 
fresh  and  salt  water  begin  to  mingle.  This  place  they 
ealled  Uuquety;  and  the  falls,  which  fui nisi lecl  them  with 
a  great  abundance  of  fish,  they  named  Uncataquissett. 
The  location  wa.s  that  of  tlie  present  Milton  Lower  Falls. 
The  Indians  undoubtedly  depended  upon  their  canoes  for 
transportation  to  and  from  their  trapping  aud  hunting 
grounds,  which  would  necessitate  but  a  short  carnage 
around  the  falls. 

^le  Indiana  remained  at  Unquety  until  preyailed  upon 
by  the  apostle  Eliot  to  settle  upon  the  tract  of  land  at 
Ponkapoag  Pond,  whicb  the  town  of  Dorchester  so  kindly 
set  a.sicle  for  their  use.  Tln.s  grant,  already  alluded  to, 
included  the  present  towns  of  Canton  and  Stoughton. 

»  HMofj  of  DMdmtv,  ^  18T  (18B9). 
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When  once  settled  in  their  new  home,  the  Indians  named 
themselves  the  **  Ponkapoag '*  tribe.  From  year  to  year 
their  numbers  became  less  and  less,  until  the  whole  tribe 
gtadnally  disappeared,  leaving  ih6  land  again  in  ihe 
eeesion  of  the  town*  A  pilgrimage  was  made  each  year  to 
the  homes  and  gxaves  of  their  anoeetoia  so  long  as  a  nn§^ 
pnze-Uooded  Indian  temained  at  Ponkapoag.^ 

Few  are  aware  that  it  is  from  a  small  hill  in  Dorchester 
that  the  name  "  Massachusetts ii*  derived.  Hutchinson 
gives  us  the  following  interesting  information:  — 

*'In  1630  the  sachem  who  governed  the  ooud^  around 
Boston  had  his  seat  on  a  hill  near  Squnnttim.  It  lies  in  the 
shape  of  an  Indian  arrow-hffvl,  which  was  called  in  their  lan- 
guage 'Mos.'  A  hill  iu  the  Indian  tongue  a  ^Wachusett.' 
HeiMW  the  great  saehon  seat  was  esUed  'Hoswadmsott,'  from 
whenee  the  province  veeeived  the  nune  of  *  IbMadmsetts."** 

This  hill  is  on  the  road  leading  to  Squantum,  and  bor- 
deiing  on  Quincy  Bay,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
from  Neponset.  It  is  covered  with  savins,  or  cedar  trees, 
and  is  a  landmark  which  may  be  seen  for  many  miles,  in 
all  directious.  If  looked  at  from  the  south,  near  the  mouth 
of  8aohem*8  Brook,  which  flows  through  the  planting- 
groond  ai  Chickataubnti  otherwise  known  as  Billings' 
Plain,  or  the  Massachnsetts  FieldB,  it  cleaiiy  has  tli« 
appearance  of  an  anow-head,  the  shaft  of  which  is  formed 
by  the  long,  narrow  strip  of  marsh  which  connects  it  with 
the  mainland.  Edmund  Quincy  and  W.  Coddington  pur- 
chased this  land  in  1()"29,  and  it  w;vs  included  in  a  grant  of 
over  one  thousand  a<"ros  made  to  them  in  1635  by  the  town 
of  Boston.  Il  was  here  that  the  Indians  passed  the 
summer  season. 

1  Article  on  "Old  DoNfaestar,"  by  Jaam  H.  Sltffc,  Bettm  TVoMcr^ 
April  2,  1887. 
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There  is  another  theory,  advanced  by  Mr.  Sylvester 
Baxter,  that  it  is  to  the  Blue  Hills  of  Miltou  that  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  owes  its  name.  The 
couutry  about  the  bay  v/aa  called  by  the  Indians  living 
hereabout  MassaohuaettB,**  a  word  which,  in  the  Algon- 
quin tongue,  litenlly  meaos  *^t3ie  great  hills  place.*' 
Thus  it  was,  Mr.  Baxter  daimi,  that  Maaaaohusetts  Bay 
received  its  name;  thence  the  Colony  and  the  Provinoe  of 
BCassaohnsetts  Bay,  and  finally  the  Commonwealth  of 
MaBsacbusettB. 

The  beloved  minister,  Richiird  Mather,  was  given  a 
proof  of  the  regard  in  wliioh  tlie  people  held  him  by  a 
grant,  made  iu  1652,  of  £100  salary,  to  be  raised  by  a  town 
rate.  While  this  does  not  seem  a  munificent  sum  to-day, 
it  was  a  libetal  compensation  in  those  times.  The 
generonty  of  the  people  did  not  stop  witb  Mr.  Mather's 
salaiy,  but  tbe  same  year  tbey  took  a  collection  ^fOT  y* 
maintenance  of  y*  Pieeident,  Fellows,  and  poor  Scholars  of 
Harvard  College." 

A  road  was  laid  out  from  Braintree,  the  present  Quincy, 
to  Roxbury,  in  ItJoo,  under  the  direction  of  Nicholas  Clap 
and  William  Clarke  of  Dorchester,  and  Moses  Paine  and 
Gregory  Belcher  of  Braintree.  The  conditions  were  as 
follows :  — 

"  First  that  the  Waye  shall  be  fome  Rodd  Wide  from  Brantra 

bounds  to  Roxbury  bounds:  secondly  bogiunintj  ncere  Hinrye 
Crane's  house,  the  Way  to  Lye  one  the  Sowthest  side  of  it  in  the 
old  Beaten  roede  waye :  and  so  to  a  Lowe  White  oake  marked  on 
the  same  side  of  the  waye  and  so  by  the  marked  trees  to  the 
brooke;  so  from  the  Brodke  the  way  being  Lade  in  the  Winter 
we  agreed  to  take  aboat  a  roods  wide  into  Anthony  CtoUiford's 
lott  wbesre  the  fence  JnterraptS  the  waye :  and  so  to  a  marked 
post  to  wards  John  Gill's  howse :  and  from  (honr-e  to  au  other 
marked  post  against  John  Gills  howse:  from  thence  to  a  stake 
in  Elder  Kingslys  yearde  and  from  thenoe  to  the  mille  in  the 
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olde  beaten  roede  waye :  and  from  the  mille  to  tow  grete  rockea 
one  the  Lower  aide  of  the  wmje  *tt  Robert  Spnuea  and  Heniy 
Merifiolda  liowaea  end;  and  from  thenee  to  the  new  ttM  by  the 
marked  treea  in  the  olde  roode  waye:  and  eo  through  the  new 

feld  wheare  the  waye  formerly  waa  and  from  thenee  by  the 
marked  ireee  one  the  Left  hand  to  Roxbury  bounds 

of  Dorchester  Nicholas  Ct.ape. 

William  Clarke. 

of  Brantree        Moses  PAtm. 

GnnOOBT  BBbLCBBK." 

Hie  modem  mad-builder  might  be  a  little  amused  at  the 
laboiedidAiisof  the  committee  in  ohaige  of  the  work;  bat» 
at  all  events,  the  desired  end  was  aecom^ished^  and  the 
road  came  to  a  successful  completion.  Ab  nnrly  as  can  be 

estimatad,  this  nnist  have  been  the  road  which  now  runs 
over  Milton  Hill,  from  Quincy,  to  the  Lower  Mills,  and 
then  over  Washington  Street,  in  Dorchester,  to  Roxbury. 

The  (reneral  Court  e.st.ihli.shprl  tlic  l>oundaries  between 
Dori  lirsic]  ;iinl  ] )riihiim  during  the  next  year. 

In  iLioT  the  town  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  destruction 
of  the  recordj}  of  births  and  deaths  which  had  occuiTed 
previous  to  this  time.  It  is  sud  to  have  been  caused  by 
fire,  in  the  burning  of  Thomas  Millet's  house. 

Many  of  the  old  laws  of  the  Colony  seem  utterly  absurd 

and  unreasonable  to  us  of  this  later  date.  For  instance, 
an  attempt  to  enforce  such  a  law  iis  tliat  jcissed  in  1659, 
concerning  stmngers."  would  Ije  apt  to  call  fortli  at  least 
the  accusation  of  inlu>.spiuiUty.  This  law  liegan  by  defin- 
ing what  strangers  should  reside  within  the  jurisdiction, 
and  how  they  should  be  licensed,  and  Hbm  went  on  to 
state  that  if  any  of  the  townspeople  should  entertain  any 
Bojonmer  or  inmate  In  his  house  more  than  one  week  with- 
out fint  obtaining  a  Hcaase  from  the  selectmen,  he  would 
be  liable  to  a  fine.  It  is  shown  by  the  records  that  this 
law  was  strictly  enforced. 

1  DwdiMtirTown  Rvodrdi,  p.  10  (1899). 
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Ill  lt5'>!^.  aLso,  the  proprietors  gave  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  foi  ilic  use  and  maintenance  of  the  ministry,  to  y* 
inhabitiiutii  of  DoichesLer  on  y*  northwest  tdde  of  y*  river 
Nepoaiiet,  and  two  bundled  to  the  inhabitants  tliat  live  on 
the  Boatheast  side  of  the  liTer.**  On  Maroh  1, 1706,  they 
made  anotiher  giant  o£  seventy-fiye  acres,  to  he  laid  out  for 
the  iLse  of  those  mmisters  who  should  he  ordained  in  the 
land  belonging  to  Dorchester,  beyond  the  Blue  Hills ;  and 
another  grant  of  seventy-five  acres  to  the  fu-st  minister  who 
should  settle  and  remain  with  the  inhabitants  for  ten  con- 
secutive years. 

During  this  same  year  tlie  colonists  were  caused  no  little 
anxiety  by  the  "  trouble  in  the  country  and  Parliament, 
rents  and  diTisions  in  many  of  the  churohes,  especially  in 
Hartfoids  the  hand  of  God  against  us  in  the  unseasonable 
wet  and  rain  of  last  spring;  and  the  sad  £Mse  of  things  in 
regard  of  the  ruing  generation/'  Um  was  indeed  trouble 
enough.  The  trDuble  in  Parliament  did  not  affect  th^ 
dkectly ;  the  differences  in  the  church  at  Hartford  were 
soon  settled  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Mather,  and  the 
damage  done  the  crojjs  by  the  continued  inclemency  of  the 
weather  was  in  time  repaired ;  but  "  the  sad  face  of  tilings 
in  regard  of  the  rising:  generation  "  continued  to  be  a  thorn 
in  the  flesh  of  tiie  good  people  for  a  long  time  to  come.  It 
is  a  question  whether  they  would  consider  the  state  of 
aiiairs  tonlay  so  vastly  ahmd  of  thmr  time  if  they  could 
look  in  upon  the  modem  civilization  I 

Tlie  22d  of  Februarj-,  1G60,  was  ohaerred  as  a  day  of 
humiliation  throughout  the  Colony,  because  England  was 
"at  this  time  in  such  an  unsettled  Avay  of  Government, 
being  without  Protection  and  without  Parlianieiit,  only  the 
power  remiuning  with  the  army,  and  they  also  being 
divided."'  * 

The  death  of  Major-General  Humphrey  Atherton,  by 
aoeidenti  in  1661,  deprived  the  CSolony  of  one  of  its  piia- 
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cipal  men.  Energetic  and  firm  in  character,  he  ])rov(Ml 
very  tLseful  to  his  fellow-colonists.  Aa  mcideut  iiius- 
tmdng  bia  gieat  eouxage  and  pres«iee  id  mind  is  tiiat 
which  occniTCcl  whm  he  was  sent  to  PMsacus,  an  Indian 
aaohem,  with  twenty  men,  for  Ube  pnipoee  of  demanding 
thxee  handled  fathom  of  wampum,  arrears  due  to  the 
Goltmy.   For  some  time  Pessacus  refused  to  allow  him  to 

come  into  his  presence^  putting  him 
off  with  evasive  answers.  Finally, 
however,  Atherton  led  his  men 
to  the  door  of  tlie  wigAvam,  and 
leaving  them  outside,  entered,  pistol  in  hand.  He  then 
seized  Pessacus  by  the  hair,  and  diugged  him  out  from 
amxmg  a  laige  number  of  his  attendants,  threatening  to 
kill  the  first  one  who  attempted  to  intetfera. 

The  accident  veferted  to  was  a  most  unexpected  and 
distressing  one.  Blake  tells  us  that  ''he  was  killed  by 
a  &U  from  his  Hone  at  y"  S**  end  of  Boston  as  he  was 
coming'  homewards  (I  think  in  y*  evening)  liis  Horse 
either  Running  over,  or  starting  at  a  Cow  tliat  lay  <lo\vn 
in  y*  way."  The  following  inscription  is  to  be  found 
upon  his  tomb :  — 

Here  lies  cor  Captain,  A  Majr.  of  Suffolk  was  withaU ; 

A  Godly  Magestrate  was  he,  &  Major  Gmersll. 

Two  Troops  of  Hones  with  him  here  came,  snch  worth  liis  lone 

did  ornvo  ; 

Ten  Compuiues  of  foot  also  mourning  march'd  to  bis  Graue. 
Let  all  that  Bead  be  save  to  keep  y*  Faith  as  he  hath  done. 
With  Christ  he  Unes  now  Crown'd,  his  name  wss  Homphny 
Alherton. 

He  Died  y«  16th  of  Sepr.  1661." 

During  the  next  year,  16C2,  Milton  was  set  off  from 
Doidiester,  and  inooipoiated  as  a  township;  but  Dorchester 
still  retained  the  land  south  of  the  township.  The  Indian 
name  of  Milton,  **  Unquety/*  dung  to  it  for  many  yeais 
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alter  it  became  a  town.  The  fact  of  the  setting  off  is 
thns  recoxded  in  the  town  reoorde :  — 

It  wae  voted  whether  there  ehoold  be  a  Commltfeee  ehoe«i 
to  ooDsider  what  may  be  beet  to  be  done  both  for  the  Towne  of 

Dorchester  and  our  neighbours  et  Ungu^^  In  reference  to  a 

township  nmongst  themselves,  and  the  vote  was  affirmative. 
At  the  same  time  there  was  chosen  for  the  Committee^  William 
Sumner,  John  Capen  and  John  Minott." ' 

The  execution  of  Sir  Ileniy  Vane  in  England,  on  June 
14,  caused  a  great  deal  of  mourning  among  his  old  friends 
and  acquaintances  in  Dorchester  and  Hoston.  He  was 
greatly  btlovi'd,  and  was  highly  respecttid  in  the  Colony. 
His  puiiijihnient,  when  no  proof  could  be  found  to  sustain 
the  charges  brought  agaiust  him,  Imd  considemble  weight 
in  preparing  the  minds  of  the  colonists  to  resent  the  in- 
justiee  which  they  suffered  later,  and  which  came  nearer 
home.  It  has  been  intimated  that  this  may  have  been  the 
first  time  that  they  felt  how  much  they  had  bettered  their 
condition  by  removing  from  the  inunediate  action  of  cruel 
and  unjust  laws. 

It  was  in  1GG4  that  the  first  step  was  taken  that  showed 
how  the  onward  march  of  events  was  leading  t]i<>  colonists, 
and  wliich  finally  led  to  the  outbreak  which  brought  ai>out 
the  separation  fi*oiu  the  mother  country.  During  the 
troubled  times  in  England  the  colonists  bad  greatly 
sympathized  with  Cromweirs  party,  but  were  sorely  dis- 
appointed when  Charles  ascended  the  throne.  These  fed- 
ings,  increased  no  doubt  by  the  fear  that  the  restoration  of 
the  Stuart  family  to  the  throne  might  curtail  many  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed,  led 
the  people  of  Dorchestei-  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the 
Geneiul  Court  which  was  very  significant.  It  was 
undoubtedly  drawn  up 'by  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  and 
is  quoted  here  in  part :  — 

*  Oofdicttar  Town  Recoidi,  toI  U.  ^  48> 
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•'The  PetitioQ  off  tbe  loliabitante  of  Dorchester:  Humbly 
shewetb : 

"  First  of  all  That  wee  doe  ncknowledpe  it  with  all  ThankfuU- 
ness  to  God  &.  to  j^ourselues,  as  a  gieat  luercj,  that  the  Lord 
was  pleased  to  pot  It  into  jor  harts,  In  your  late  seasloii  to 
expnsse  &  deelare.  That  h  Is  your  resolntioii  (god  assisting) 
to  beare  faith  &  true  Alegiance  vnto  his  majesteyc,  And  to 
adhere  vnto  our  Patent  the  dutyea  and  priuilidges  thereof,  soe 
dearly  obtained  &  soe  long  enjoyed  by  vndoubted  right  In  the 
Bight  of  god  &  men:  ••••*♦  it  is  our  bumble 
request  vnto  this  Honid  Conrtt  That  as  yon  hane  expressed  & 
dedaied  yoar  resolatlon  to  adhere  to  ye  patent  &  ye  prinlUdges 
thereof,  for  there  may  be  a  constancy  therein  db  noe  declining 
from  the  same,  ffor  you  know  how  vncomfortable  &  dishon- 
rable  it  would  be  first  to  expresse  such  a  rcsolittinn  alTore 
mentioned,  and  afterward  to  act  contrary,  wxli  wee  hope  is 
farre  fiou  your  inteutioUf  And  wee  pray  god  that  such  n  thing 
may  never  liee.  It  Is  well  known  how  bis  Boyall  majesty  by 
letters  to  this  cottony  doth  conflime  the  wt^  patent  &  charter, 
A  promiseth  that  wee  dialt  Injoy  all  the  Ubertyes  &  priuilidges 
j^franted  in  &  by  the  same,  wch  may  be  a  further  &  great 
Incouragmt  to  yoi-selues  to  adhere  to  your  professed  resolution, 
&  to  take  courage  by  your  authority  &,  wiodome,  that  ali  the 
people  within  this  jitrbdietlon  n»y  idso  doe  the  ssaui.  «  •  • 
It  Is  oar  Hnmbte  request  that  the  liberty  of  or  churches  A 
faithAiII  ministry  in  this  collony  may  bee  stUl  continued,  with- 
out the  imposition  of  any  such  Injunction  not  ordained  of  god, 
wch  consciences  truly  tender  would  he  troubled  withall,  but 
that  as  hitherto  our  churches  &  minlbt<<rii  hautj  bine  freed  from 
-  such  human  innentions  &  impositions,  soe  they  noay  liee  still,  it 
being  welt  knowne  to  tlie  wovld  tlut  to  be  freed  therefrom  wss 
one  spettalt  cause  tliat  mooed  many  to  remoue  from  thefr  dears 
natlue  country  Into  this  wilderness,  &  bow  lamentable  &. 
grieuons  it  would  bee  to  be  here  lundened  &  eneombered  againe 
with  Hfjfh  uKUtt  r-s  i«(  easy  for  any  to  Judge.  «  •  •  •  • 
We  humbly  Ititreat  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  collony  may 
not  bee  vrged  ^  compelled  to  make  any  otiier  paymts  Init 
what  Is  by  patent  ex^kresaed;  *  *  «  to  impose  further 
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taxes  &  paiments  on  the  country  wch  the  patent  requireth  not 
but  freetb  vs  from,  seenietU  to  bee  dilUcult  vnreesonable  if  not 
impossible  to  bee  boroef  &  therfor  we  humbly  d^ire  it  may  be 
imaented.'" 

This  petition  was  signed  by  over  one  hundred  of  tiie 
inhalutanta  of  Dorchester,  and  shows  that  much  pahlio 
spirit  was  manifested  by  the  people.  It  is  an  interesting 

point  to  notice  that  in  this  document^  as  in  every  o[)j)03i- 
tion  to  the  Crown's  actions,  almost  down  to  the  hceaking 
out  of  the  Revolution,  the  siij^peftion  of  separation  from 
the  mother  country  did  not  enter.  England  was  still 
"  our  (leare  natiue  country ; "  and  all  opposition  to  its 
laws,  oppretwivu  as  they  were,  was  prompted  by  a  desire 
for  justice,  with  no  idea  of  retaliation. 

"Hiat  tile  colonuts  had  great  confidence  in  tiiemselves 
is  shown  by  the  sermon  preached  by  Bfr.  Mathw  about 
tikis  time,  on  the  significant  text  from  Haggai  iL  4:  **Tet 
now  be  strong,  all  ye  pef^ile  of  the  land,  saitli  the  Lord, 
and  work,  for  I  am  with  you,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.'* 

In  106.5  Dorchester  became  fearful  from  rumors  of  an 
invasion  b}'  the  Dutch.    As  Captain  Clap  writes :  — 

*'  At  that  time  our  Works  were  very*  weak,  and  lutelligeDce 
came  to  us  that  Duruih^r,-  a  Dutch  Cuiiitnauder  of  a  Squadron 
of  Shi{»,  was  in  the  West-Indies^  and  did  intend  to  visit  us; 
whereiqion  our  Jbttvry  also  was  repaired,  wherein  are  &vm 
good  Gum,  But  in  the  rery  Time  of  this  Report  in  Jii/y  1665, 
God  was  pleased  to  sead  a  grievous  Storm  of  Thunder  and 
Lightning,  which  did  some  hurt  in  Boston,  and  struck  dead  here 
at  the  Castle- Tsl and,  that  wnrtlft-,  renowned  Captain  Rirhnrfl 
Davenport ;  upou  which  the  Getieral  Court  iu  Auff.  10th  follow- 
ing, appointed  another  Captain  in  the  Room  of  him  that  was 
slabi.  But  behold  God  wrought  for  us;  for  althou^  Jhaviker 
intended  to  come  here,  yet  God  by  contrary  Wmds  kept  bhn 
oat;  so  he  went  to  Ifn^finmdkaidj  and  did  great  spoil  there**** 

>  N.  E.  Hist.  Gen.  Register,  vol.  t.  p.  393. 

'  Probably  De  Ruither,  a  famoaa  Dutch  Adoiinl. 

*  Captain  Clap's  Memotrt.  p.  82  (1844). 
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later,  as  we  have  seen,  the  town  set  apart  six  thousand 
acres  of  land  at  Ponkapoag,  at  the  request  of  John  Eliot, 
for  an  Indiaii  reservation ;  and  thu  territory  of  the  to^vTi 
woii  diminished  six  thuujsuud  acres  more  through  luistaicus 
of  the  surveyors. 

On  October  6,  166^  Eitehaiiiakiii,  the  sachem  of  the 
Massacliusetts  Indiana,  oonveyed  to  the  settlen  all  the  land 

beyond  Keponait  Mill,  to  the  ntmost.**  Some  twenty 
years  before,  Josias  Chiekataubat,  the  predeces8(n^  of 
Kitchamakin,  had  yielded  his  power  to  be  subordinate  to 
the  Ent^lish,  and  the  convej'anee  of  the  land  vr^<  w  contin- 
uation of  the  policy  then  Iwgun.  Dorchester  originally 
extended  only  to  the  top  of  (lie  Blue  Hill,  but  these 
grants  greatly  enlarged  iU>  Ixmndaiieh. 

So  long  as  old  Josias  Chickataubut  had  lived  there  had 
waged  a  bitter  oontroversy  betwem  him  and  King  Philip, 
of  Mount  Hope*  concerning  the  boundaries  of  their  respeo> 
tive  jnriadiotions,  and  there  was  danger  of  more  eeiious 
tronUe  than  merely  words.  Joaiaei  however,  died  before 
any  outbreak  occurred ;  and  the  foimer  difficulties  were 
peacefvdly  settled  by  King  Philip  and  Squamaug,  siichem 
of  Ponkapoag,  a  brotlier  of  Josias,  the  meeting  taking 
place  at  the  house  of  Captain  Hudson,  near  Wading  River. 

The  settlers  were  not  altogether  satisfied  that  the  deed 
given  to  them  by  Kitciiaumkin  was  full  enough;  so  they 
obtained  a  promise  from  Wampatuck,  his  successor,  i^oA 
he  would  give  them  a  grant  of  all  the  land  in  Dorchester 
beyond  the  Blue  Hilla,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ponka- 
poag plantation.  Within  three  years  he  was  to  give  them 
a  complete  title.  His  death  prevented  this;  but  Job 
Ahauton,  who  had  l>ecn  appointed  his  attorney,  together 
with  Squamaiiq-.  earned  ont  the  plans  of  the  dead  diief, 
and  on  December  10,  16*36,  the  deed  was  consummated. 
This  was  the  "New  (rnint."  and  a  rate  of  £2S  was  levied 
on  the  proprieit>i.s  U)  pay  lui  iu  it  included  all  the  land, 
not  previously  granted,  lying  between  the  Old  Colony  line 
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and  a  giant  made  to  Dedham,  and  oovnecl  tlia  tenttoty  of 
tlie  praaent  towna  of  Cantoii,  StoiD|^toiit  Sharan,  Foxbaco% 
and  a  part  of  WreDtham,  —  a  aite  thirty-five  miles  long*^ 
and  ninning  to  within  one  Imndiad  and  aiztj  loda  of  dba 

Khrxle  Island  line. 

Th(!  town  was  formerly  boundt-d  b}-  Bcwton,  Roxbim-, 
Dedliam,  Wrentham,  Taunton,  Bridgewater,  aiid  Bruiiitree. 
It  extended  from  Dorcliester  Point,  lus  South  Boston  was 
then  called,  out  as  fai-  as  Fort  Inde|ieudence,  which  was 
then  known  as  the  '^Castle,**  to  witlun  one  handled  and 
mxtj  xods  of  the  Rhode  Island  line.  Soon,  howerer,  the 
moUier  town  was  called  upon  to  oontribnte  some  of  her 
territory'  to  ber  ofEsptings,  and  thus  gradually  lost  Its  dis- 
tinction of  being  tin;  Lirgest  town  in  New  England. 
^Slilton  vrm  set  off  from  Dorchester  in  1662;  a  part  of 
Wrentham  in  1724;  Stoughton  two  years  hit4'r  ;  a  part  of 
Dedham  in  1739;  Sharon  in  1765;  Foxlwro'  in  1778; 
Canton  in  171*7;  Dorchester  Heights  in  1804;  Washington 
Village  in  1855 ;  and  Hyde  Park  iii  1868.  The  climax 
waa  zeached,  howerer,  when  Dorchester  itself  was  swal- 
lowed up  by  Boston  in  1870,  merging  its  identiUy  into  the 
commonplace  Sixteenth,**  afterwards  Twenty-fourth,** 
Ward. 

In  1668  the  people  met  together  and  drew  lots  for  the 
"  Twelve  Diviaions."  In  1695  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
lay  out  the  lands  unto  each  pro])rietor  according  to  a 
former  grant  which  liad  l)een  agreed  upon  by  a  vote  of  tlie 
proprietoi-s  in  1671.  Twelve  times  as  much  land  was 
proportioned  to  each  proprietor  as  was  already  prefixed  to 
each  man  in  a  list  of  a  single  division  left  by  Captain 
Breok,  and  at  that  time  in  the  keeping  of  the  town  derk ; 
but  it  was  not  until  1698  that  the  laying  out  of  the  land 
was  finished.  Although  some  of  these  proprietots  may 
have  settled  upon  Ibo  land  laid  out  to  them,  the  owners 
must  not  be  confounded  witli  tbe  actual  settlers  of  the 
town*    In  some  oases  their  children  moved  here  and 
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occupied  the  land,  but  it  is  often  doubtiful  whether  the 
proprietor  "  ever  act  loot  on  his  paesMsions  in  the  New 
Giant.'* » 

On  diB  22d  of  April,  1669,  the  town  lost  one  of  its 

most  prominent  citizens  in  the  death  of  Rev.  Ridhaid 
Mather.^  In  1G71  Rev.  Josiah  Flint  was  ordained  pastor 
of  the  churchy  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  death. 

Tlie  friendly  relations  which  had  existed  between  the 
Dorchester  settlei-s  and  King  Philip  is  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  is  dated  at  Mount  Hope,  May  15, 
1672.    The  ielter  la  iiLsu  iuierestiug  a^i  it  shows  that  i'hilip. 
at  this  time  dressed  aft«r  the  English  fashion :  — 

Philip  sac  he  in  of  mount  hope 

To  Capt.  Hopestill  Foster  of  Dorchester 
Sendttti  Gneting 

You  may  please  to  remember  that  when  I  last 
saw  Ton  att  Wading  riuer  Ton  promised  me  six  pounds  in 
gootis ;  now  my  request  is  that  you  would  send  me  [by]  this 
Indian  fiue  yards  of  White  lij^ht  eollered  serge  to  make  me  a 
coat  and  a  good  hollaad  shirt  redy  made ;  and  a  pr  of  good 
Indian  briches  all  which  I  have  present  need  of,  therefoer  I 
pray  S*  fails  not  to  send  them  by  my  Indian  aid  with  tiiem  the 
seniall  prices  of  them;  and  silke  4b  battens  A  7  yards  Gal- 
lowses for  trimming:  not  else  att  present  to  tixmbla  joa  w*^ 
onley  the  suhscription  of  Eimo  PniLip 

Mount  hope  hia  Majesty  P  P 

y*  lo"*  of  May 
1672 

The  war  with  King  Philip  in  1675  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  about  through  the  killing  o£  a  Dorchester  Indian 
named  Sassamon.  This  Sassamon,  or  Wassausmon  tui  liis 
name  really  was,  liad  served  as  private  seeretatj  to  King 
Philip^  and  probably  drew  np  the  letter  quoted  aboye.  He 
became  Cbristianiaed,  and  left  Philip  in  order  to  preaeh, 

>  History  of  Canton,  p.  3  (1892).  *  8w  p.  29^ 
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divulj^n^,  as  some  of  Philip's  followera  asserted,  many  of 
the  kiug'ti  |>Iaiui.  lie  w<iii  stiized  by  Philip'ei  meu  ou  tim 
accotmt  and  murdered,  and  Us  body  was  tiuown  into 
AMEWomset  Pond. 

The  three  Indiaaift  who  had  committed  this  deed  weie 
eeised  and  tried  by  a  jmy,  hall  of  whom  were  tiieir  own 
countrymen.  The  yerdict  was  against  them,  and  they 
were  hanged.  They  claimed  in  their  own  juBtiiication  that 
tiey  had  a  right  to  execute  ju^stice  on  a  traitor  in  accord- 
ance with  their  own  customs,  and  that  the  English  liad 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

This  was  the  spai^  whi<A  caused  the  flames  to  break  out 
at  hatf  bat  the  firs  had  been  smouldering  for  a  loi^  while. 
The  Insane  said  that  **if  twenty  of  their  honest  Indians 
proved  that  an  EngliHhman  had  wronged  them,  it  was 
nothing;  while  if  one  of  their  worst  Indians  testified 
against  any  of  tlieni,  it  was  sufiuieiit."  The  Indians 
further  claimed  that  tlie  Entrlish  made  the  Indians  drunk, 
and  then  cheated  them  ;  and  that  the  Encrlisli  cattle  and 
iiorseii  liad  so  increased  thai  ihey  could  not  keep  their  corn 
from  injury,  noTsr  having  been  accustomed  to  Iraild  fraoes. 
The  settleis,  on  the  otiier  hand,  claimed  that  everything 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  Indians  bad  been  Mtlj 
purchased,  and  that  laws  had  been  framed  to  protect  their 
interests. 

The  war  was  abont  over  by  the  close  of  1676  ;  but  the 
struggle  bad  lx?en  a  fearful  one,  and  few  families  had 
escaped  without  the  loss  of  at  lca.st  one  member.  Now, 
however,  another  afllietiou  seemed  iiumment.  The  families 
in  the  country  had  fled  to  Boston  and  its  vicinity  for  pro* 
taction,  and  left  their  farms  uncultivated.  This  caused  a 
great  scarcity  of  food,  and  starvation  seemed  to  stare  the 
people  in  the  face. 

Early  the  next  year,  however,  money  and  provisions  were 
sent  to  the  aid  of  the  helpless  settlers  from  London  and 
Dublin,  and  thia  kindly  act  bridged  over  the  trouble  until 


Uigiiizea  by  LiOOglc 


i«no 


OOLONIAL  TDCBB. 


81 


the  people  regained  tlieir  fonner  pot^ition.  Drake  sa^s, 
"In  this  extremitv.  Dr.  Increase  Mather  did,  by  his  leit*^j^, 
procure  a  whole  shipload  of  provisions  from  the  chaiity  of 
ius  friends  in  Dublin,  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
and  mnch  clothing,  from  the  like  charily  of  hia  friends 
in  London,  greatly  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  people  here.**  ^ 
Proof  that  this  generous  deed  was  appreciated  was  shoim 
in  1849,  when  the  descendants  of  these  early  settlen  sent 
the  U.  S.  S. Jamestown  "  to  Ireland,  bearing  provisions 
and  assistance.     That  is    ^  ^  ^ 

the  kind  of  reciprocity  Jra^lShlt  ^^O^tr" 
which  finds  univei-sal  fa^ 

Yor.  During  this  year  death  deprived  the  town  of  Captain 
HopestiU  Foster. 

Hie  next  few  yean  -were  tranquil  ones,  the  legnlar 
routine  of  the  life  of  the  people  being  broken  only  fay 
occasional  xeprimands  administexed  to  a  lew  transgressors. 
Amonf^  these  were  Robert  Spur,  who  was  called  before  the 
Church  ill  1677,  accused  of  the  offence  f  giving  enter- 
tainment lu  his  house  to  loose  and  vain  pei-sons ;  "  Samuel 
Rigby,  who  had  to  answer  for  "the  sin  of  cuitsing, 
excessive  drinking,  and  the  neglect  of  attendance  on  the 
pufalio  ordinanoee;**  and  John  Merrifield,  who  was  suni> 
moned  for  committing  the  sin  of  drunkenness,  and  also  for 
contempt  and  slighting  the  power  of  (^lirist  in  his  Church." 
In  1678  John  Brown  and  John  Hopi)in  were  ordered  to 
leave  the  town,  "having  no  settled  place  of  abode,"  and 
in  1679  Robert  Stiles  had  to  give  an  account  of  the 
"mamior  in  whicli  ho  spent  his  time.** 

During  the  year  1678  the  town  paid  for  killing  seven 
wolTes,  and  voted  to  dispose  of  the  old  meeting-house. 
A  chuzeh  was  fonned  in  lifilton,  it  being  **done  in  our 
meeting^liouae  in  Dorchester,  because  of  some  oppoeitioa 
that  did  appear."  On  June  6  a  contribution  was  made  for 
the  relief  of  the  captiTes  which  wwe  taken  from  Hatfield, 

>  Bbtoff  of  BfMton. 
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amounting  to  £8  5s  2d.  The  new  meeting-house  was 
used  for  the  first  time  on  November  17,  and  on  the  Ist  of 
December  Mr.  Flint  proposed  to  the  Church  a  day  of 
tlianksgiving. 

The  chronicles  show  that  the  year  1679  was  remarkable 
chiefly  for  the  activity  of  the  Church  in  investigating  and 
**  making  settlement  with  its  membera  for  long-standing 
sins. 

In  1680  the  town  was  brought  into  a  state  of  great  ex- 
citement by  the  report  that  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
Morse  of  Newburj',  was  a  witch.  The  case  was  brought 
before  the  Court,  and  the  woman  pronounced  guilty  by  the 
jury,  but  later  she  was  reprieved.  John  Capeu  and  Jacob 
Hewins  represented  Dorchester  on  the  jury. 

Blake  does  not  refer  to  the  witchcraft  trials  in  his 
"Annals;"  so  we  may  judge  that,  wliile  Dorchester  was 
undoubtedly  deeply  concerned  in  the  events  of  the  time, 
the  town  took  no  direct  part  in  the  persecutions.  In 
furnishing  the  implacable  cliief  justice,  William  Stoughton, 
however,  Dorchester  certainly  must  have  felt  that  some  of 
the  resjwnsibility  fell  upon  their  famous  townsman.  A 
book  published  in  1697  by  the  Rev.  John  Hale,  entitled 
"  A  Modest  Enquiry  into  the  Natiire  of  Witchcraft,"  con- 
tains the  following  allusion  to  Dorchester :  — 

"Another  that  suffered  ou  that  accoinit  sometime  after  was 
a  Dorchester  woman.  Ui)on  the  day  of  her  execution,  Mr. 
Thompson,  minister  at  Brantry,  and  J.  P.,  her  former  master, 
took  pains  with  her  to  bring  her  to  rei)entance.  She  utterly 
denied  her  guilt  of  witchcraft,  yet  justified  God  for  bringing 
her  to  that  punishment." 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1680,  Rev.  Mr.  Flint,*  the 
pastor  of  the  Church,  died,  after  ser>ang  his  people  faith- 
fully for  nine  years.  John  Foster,*  the  popular  school- 
master, one  of  the  most  valued  of  the  townspeople,  died 
September  9th,  the  next  year. 

1  See  p.  234.  *  See  p.  812. 
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Measures  were  on  foot  in  1682  to  provide  means  where- 
with to  build  a  fence  around  the  burying  ground.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  visit  the  most  influential  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  solicit  fuuuiciiil  aul,  bu  that  the 
town  rate  might  be  lightened.  The  result  of  their 
endeavors  was  that  Thomas  Modsley  was  appointed  '*to 
make  and  mainetame  a  suffioient  fence  againat  the  burieng 
place  for  eeiien  jearaB,  and  to  keepe  it  vp  all  the  tyme,  and 
then  to  leaue  a  anffident  fence  at  the  end  of  the  terme."  > 

An  im|)ortant  event  of  this  same  year  was  the  adoption 
by  the  town  of  a  set  of  standard  weig^hLs.  "  Weights  are 
p'niflfHl  by  Constable  Elisha  Foster,"  writes  the  ancient 
chronicler,  "  for  to  Ik-  a  standard  for  the  to\vne  according 
as  tlie  law  re([uin^tli ;  by  whicli  all  other  weights  are  to  l)e 
sized  and  i>ealed ;  diuei^j  uf  which  are  bell  fashioned  viz  : 
one  56:  one  28:  one  14:  one  7s  (me  4:  one  2:  the  rest 
are  flat  wei^ts  and  are  one  pound:  one  balfe  pound:  one 
qoarter:  one  eighdi  parte:  one  ounce:  as  aUao  one  halfe 
ounce:  one  quarter  of  an  ounce:  one  eighth:  one  16  part 
of  an  ounce.** 

These  years  just  before  the  dividing  line  between  colo- 
nial and  provincial  times  were  busy  ones  for  the  people, 
and  a  large  amount  of  property  changed  hands.  It  is 
the  record  of  these  transfoi-s  which  swells  the  town  i-ecords 
during  tliis  period,  and  evideniiy  kept  the  ''town  clark" 
well  employed. 

In  1665  James  II.  became  king  of  England,  and  this 
was  the  most  severe  blow  the  oolonistBt  had  yet  reeeived. 
His  character  was  too  well  known  in  New  England  to 
leave  any  doubt  a.s  to  the  course  he  would  pursue.  His 
choice  of  advisei-s  from  men  infamous  for  their  crimes  con- 
firmed their  convictions,  especially  when  the  villanous  Percy 
Kirke  was  appointed  governor.  It  would  not  have  been 
remarkable  if  a  serious  break  had  occurred  at  this  point 
between  the  Colony  and  the  mother  country,  for  there 

*  PorcbMter  Town  Records,  p.  235  (1879). 
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was  certiiinly  prnvoration  enough.  The  great  diplomacy 
wliicli  tliey  displayed,  however,  combined  with  au  uuusual 
unoimt  of  ocmimoihfleiiBe,  caixied  tiwm  aafely  ont  the 
troaUed  tioMB  which  so  threatened  them  with  disaster. 

The  town  was  depriyed  of  one  of  ito  most  valnaUe 
inhabitants,  the  next  jear«  by  the  death  of  Elder  James 
Humfrey.  Early  in  February  he  had  "  moved  the  Church 
th;it  they  would  look  nut  and  provide  themselves  another 
Elder,  because  he  had  long  been  lame,  ami  did  look  at 
himself  near  liLs  departure  out  of  this  woikl.  "  Much  to 
the  regret  u£  the  people,  hiei  lat^t  request  to  be  buried  in 

liie  aame  tomb  with  Ids  eaarlj  companion  and  fdend,  the 
Rev.  Richard  Mather,  could  not  be  complied  with,  as  it 
was  too  small,  and  had  been  atoned  up,  so  that  it  was  not 
practioable  to  open  it  again.   However,  the  body  of  the 

beloved  Elder  was  reverently  laid  at  rest  near  Mr.  Mather*s 
tomb,  with  a  stone  bearing  the  following  inaciiption  to 
mark  the  place:  — 

Hete  iyea  lofeened  y  Body  of  Mr.  James  Homfkey,  one  of 

y*  Ruling  Elders  of  DorcbeRtor,  who  departed  this  life  May 
12th,  1686,  hi  y*  78th  year  of  his  age* 

I  nclosed  within  this  shrine  is  precious  Duit 
And  onlv  ■w-iit'"  for  th'  rising  of  y*  Just, 
Most  usefull  while  he  liu'd,  adora'd  his  Station.  ^ 
Emu  to  old  age  be  S«ni'd  hb  Geaeratkm,  > 
8iBeehliDeeeaeedw*lof  withTeaentloB.  ) 

How  grt-at  a  Hlessing  this  Ruling  Elder  he 
Unto  this  Cliiin  h  &  Tuwn  ;  &  Pastors  Three. 
Mather  he  first  did  by  him  help  Receiue; 
Flint  dM  he  next  lib  tmrthen  mndi  Retiene ; 
Benoiwned  Danforth  he  did  assist  with  ikilL  \ 
F'tcfmcd  hi^h  by  all ;  T^rar  fruit  untill  J 
1'  ielding  to  Death  his  Glorious  seat  did  fill."  j 

Deacon  James  Blake  was  chosen  mling  elder  in  Mr. 
Humfrey's  place,  in  spite  of  his  plea  that  he  was  **toa 
thick  of  healing"  to  accept  the  position. 
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Tlie  year  1687  brings  us  nearly  to  the  close  of  Colonial 
Times,  which  we  find  overshadowed  by  clouds  of  doubt  and 
uncertainty.  Sir  Edniond  Andros  was  in  power,  and  tho 
town  chose  no  repit^eutative  to  the  Generiil  Comt.  Tlie 
people  were  discontented  under  the  new  government, 
and  did  not  cany  out  the  orders  of  the  governor  and  his 
eouuiU  with  their  acoiistomed  obedience  and  legulaiily. 
The  preTailing  lack  of  sympathy  is  shown  by  the  following 
entry  on  the  Chuich  Recotds :  — 

The  3  of  May  68  ther  was  fast  in  o'  towne  it  is  said  a  pub- 
lik  fast  but  few  towns  had  notice  of  it  am  had  wee  but  by 
BP  Stongbtons  enfcoming  y*  y'  CoonseU  had  detenuined  it  ther 
was  none  at  BodESboy  nor  Cambri^  norwatertovn  nor  at 
boatoD  but  at  y*  first  Church  ther  y**  Saboth  before  they  say 
was  apointed  a  thaukBg^ving  day  for  queens  being  w"*  child : 
cor  Saboth  was  kept  as  at  other  times  being  Sacrament  day.** ' 

The  fifty-eight  years,  whose  events  have  }}een  recorded 
in  the  preceding  pages,  have  brouglit  lorlh  a  wonderful 
development  in  the  early  settlers.  These  stuidy  emigrants 
have  succeeded  in  planting  a  colony  in  the  wilderness,  and 
in  creating  order  ont  of  chaos.  All  aronnd  them  other 
colonies  are  started;  but  it  is  to  Dorchestw  that  they 
look  for  leadeiship.  It  is  Dorchester  that  institutes 
the  first  special  town  meeting;  the  t^ncceeding  year  the 
other  settlements  follow  her  example.  It  is  Dorchester 
that  founds  the  first  free  public  school,  and  elects  the  first 
school  committee :  fioni  this  originated  the  great  syst^^m 
of  public  education  which  has  ever  made  Massachusetts 
famous. 

These  events  alone  entitle  I>orchester  to  a  foremost 
position  as  a  pioneer  of  good  citizenship.  The  descendants 
of  the  early  colonists,  who  displayed  so  much  wisdom  in 
spite  cf  tJidr  restricted  opportunities,  haTS  reason  to  feel 
>  BMMudi  of  the  Vint  Cbnreh  of  Dotdieiter,  p.  IM. 
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proud  that  the  same  worthy  blood  flows  through  their 
veins  as  that  which  animated  their  ancestors,  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  to  establish  such  valuable 
institutioiis. 

we  find  the  people  prepared,  by  fbeir  struggles 
dniiDg  tli6  half-oentiixy  just  puned,  to  take  put  in  the 
eeoond  period  of  the  ezistenoe  of  the  town.  The  Colony 
is  about  to  beoome  a  Province,  and  the  colonists  are  almost 
ready  to  assume  the  title  of  provincials.  We  sliall  find 
the  transition  period  full  of  interest  and  importance,  bring- 
ing out  more  forcibly  the  sterling  worth  and  indomitable 
courage,  perseverance,  and  intelligence  of  the  people  to 
whom  Dorohester  owes  her  fmindstion. 
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PROVINCIAL  TI1CB8.  1088^1181 

T  is  to  the  Town  Records  that  the  historical 
student  must  turn  to  find  the  evidence  of 
the  iniportimt  change  which  has  come 
over  die  people.  It  has  been  silently  and 
imconsdously  accomplished,  without  the 
aetnal  knowledge  even  of  the  people 
Ihemsehres.  Under  the  date  of  May,  1689,  is  the  follow- 
ing entry,  which  has  been  called^  **die  bridge  frcnn  the 
Colonial  to  the  Provincial  period  — 

**  According  to  the  order  of  the  ooonoill  for  safety  of  the 

people  and  conservation  of  the  peace,  may  the  2^,  1689, 
directed  to  the  Captain  and  select  men  of  the  town  of 
dorcbester,  —  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  being  warned,  met 
together  on  the  7^  faistant,  may,  and  made  choice  of  Samuel 
C3ap  and  Tfanothy  Tilstcm  to  oonvene  at  boeton  upon  thoisday, 
the  nintii  histant,  at  two  o'clock  afternoon,  fully  fmpowrd,  tiien 
and  there,  to  consult,  advise,  joyn,  and  give  their  assistanoe 
with  the  ooancill  now  sitting." 

The  events  which  called  forth  the  appointment  of  these 
representatives  were  momentous.  In  April,  1689,  a  rumor 
came  from  ViiL^nnia  tliat  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  hinded 
in  England  the  Noveml)er  previous,  and  this  raised  the 
hopes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  to  the  highest  pitch. 

1  BsT.  8«nael  J.  Barrows:  "DordMstw  in  tlw  ProTincud  Period."  — 
Mmtrid  Bulory  of  Baton,  Tol  ii.  p.  867. 


88 


GOOD  OliD  DOBCHBBTKB. 


Soon  the  excitement  was  beyond  control.  Tar-barrels  wero 
lighted  on  Beacon  Hill,  and  flags  were  mLsed  to  take  their 
place  by  day.  The  people  from  the  country  around  Boston 
came  flocking  to  tho  town,  and  every  one  seemed  to  realize 
that  a  great  crisis  was  at  band.  A  company  of  Boston 
soldieiy  escorted  several  of  tlie  former  magistrates  through 
the  principal  streets,  finally  stopping  at  the  Town  Tlouae 
on  King  Stxaet,  the  present  State  Street  The  formar 
magistrates  appeared  on  the  balcony,  and  read  a  "  Declara- 
tion of  the  (lentlemen,  Merchants  and  Inhabitants  of 
Boston  and  the  Country  adjacent "  to  the  excited  crowd  in 
the  street.  This  document  is  supposed  to  have  been  diuwn 
up  by  Cotton  Mather,  and  rehearsed  the  oppreaaive  acts  of 
Andios's  administration,  the  illegal  appointment  of  the 
Dudley  Commission,  and  the  wrongful  suppression  of  tiie 
Charter.  It  further  hailed  with  delight  the  accession  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the  throne  of  England,  and 
justified  the  arrest  and  imprii?onment  of  "those  few  ill  men 
which  have  heon  (next  to  our  sins}  the  grand  authora  of 
all  our  miseries.'* 

Numerous  arrests  were  made,  including  Captain  George 
of  the  frigate  Rose,*'  and  Randolph  and  Chief  Justice 
Dudley.  The  fort  suzrendered,  and  it  was  agreed  tJiat  the 
**lloee**  should  strike  her  topmaste  and  send  her  sails 
ashore,  thus  lying  helpless  in  the  stream,  under  the  guns 
of  the  fort.  The  overthrow  of  the  Andros  government 
was  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  drop  of  blood. 
A  provisional  government  was  at  once  organized  under  the 
name  of  a  "Coinicil  for  the  .Safety  of  tlie  People  and 
Conservation  of  the  Beace."  The  venerable  and  beloved 
Simon  Bradstreet  was  appointed  president,  and  a  number 
of  Hke  old  asaistsnts  were  called  to  his  aid  as  a  council.  It 
was  to  tliis  oonnoO  that  Messrs.  Clap  and  Tileston  were 
chosen,  as  the  Dorchester  representetlTes. 

Fifty-four  towns  of  Massachusetts  were  represented  in 
the  assembly  which  met  after  the  overthrow  of  Andros  i 
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but,  akhough  it  was  clearly  the  sentiment  of  the  delegates 
that  the  ancient  Charter  niiglit  be  i-esumed,  all  action  was 
suspended  under  it  until  it  was  restored.  On  May  29,  the 
news  reached  Bostun  tiuit  \\  liiiam  and  Mary  had  been 
invested  with  the  cxown. 

In  the  dedaiatioii  of  the  prince  to  the  people  of  England, 
he  annomioed  that  he  came  in  order  that  **all  magistrates 
who  haye  been  unjustly  tmmed  out,  shall  forthwith  reas- 
sume  their  former  IinployraentB»  and  the  English  corpora- 
tions return  to  their  ancient  prescriptions  and  charters." 
It  was  upon  this  clause  that  the  colonists  confidently 
relied;  but  they  had  been  deceived  in  tlieir  exi)ectations. 
The  ministers  of  tlu;  king  t'X])lained  that  the  clause 
reieircd  to  the  English  chiutei-s,  which  had  been  taken 
away  by  James,  and  not  to  tlMMe  of  the  <M)l<mie0)  which 
violated  the  Navigation  AetB,  and  threatened  the  inteiestB 
of  Ettgliah  trade  and  mannfoctmes.  The  new  regency 
was  not  disposed  to  continue  the  policy  of  the  late  king, 
but  evidently  had  no  idea  of  allowing  the  opportunity  to 
slip  by  for  putting  a  restraint  upon  colonial  independence. 
Tlnis  the  Massachusetts  deputies  were  only  able  to  obtain 
permission  to  use  the  old  Charter  until  a  new  one  could  be 
framed. 

William  made  a  concession,  however,  which  somewimt 
lessened  the  bitterness  of  the  disappointment:  the  appoint- 
meat  of  a  governor  who  would  be  acceptable  to  the  people 
was  left  to  the  agents  of  the  Colony.  One  of  these  agents, 
Inoresse  Mather,  had  been  s^t  to  England  during  the 
critical  affairs  of  the  Colony.  He  had  not  been  successful 
in  procuring  a  new  charter  satisfactory  to  the  people,  nor 
in  saving  the  old  one  ;  but  liis  influenee  was  enough  to 
secure  the  appointment  of  Sir  William  Pliips  as  govenior 
of  New  England.  Dorchester  was  lK)nored  in  having 
W  iliiaui  Stoughton,  one  of  her  most  promiuaut  citizens, 
chosen  lieutenant-governor.  When  Phips  was  recalled, 
and  Uieie  was  a  delay  in  the  arrival  of  Bellomontf  his 
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successor,  tlie  conduct  of  affairs  largely  devolved  upon 
Stoughton. 

Dr.  Geoige  E.  EQis,  wiitiiig  of  tbe  effect  of  tbe  cbangee 
of  tluB  period  on  MaseachnaettB,  sa^: — 

It  might  seem  as  if  the  transitioii  between  the  old  and  tbe 
new  rigimt  In  Ibflaachiwetts  had  been  nuide  under  each  f avor> 
able  cfremnetiuicee,  tbroogh  <lie  familiar  peraonalitiee  of  Phipe 
and  Stooghton,  that  the  people  would  have  hardly  been  con- 

Boioiis  '^'f  tho  chnnpe  in  their  form  of  £!;ovorament.  In  fact,  the 
change  tiad  beeu  so  facilitated  in  thin  respect  tiiat  it  waH  very 
much  relieved  of  a  revolulioimry  or  starliitig  character,  iliuru 
was  a  cheerfol  effort,  in  the  renewal  of  the  old  routine  in  the 
towne,  to  gather  np  the  f fagments,  and  to  Had  the  ever  excellent 
Bolace  and  security  of  an  excited  people  in  industry.  But  none 
tbe  less  must  the  strong  and  «tiff  old  Stoughton  have  felt  the 
difierenoe  between  standing  amon  j  tlie  foremost,  as  he  had  done 
in  the  colonial  period,  in  senBiiiveucss  to  any  reminder  of 
aooonntabilil^  acroaa  the  water,  and  being  the  reluctant  repre- 
eentative  h/&»  of  that  foreign  dictation  and  aonrelHaace.''^ 

The  excitement  iucideiit  to  the  events  already  recorded 
in  tliiB  eh^ter  bad  hardly  subsided  when  Doieliester  was 
called  upon  to  furnish  a  company  of  soldien  to  assist  in 
the  English  attack  on  Canada.  In  response  to  this  demand 

the  town  organized  a  company  of  seventy-four  men,  under 
command  of  Captain  Johu  Withington.  A  jTiestion  bis 
been  raised  as  to  whether  it  was  possible  for  so  small  a 
town  to  raise  and  support  so  large  a  company  of  men. 
The  names  here  piven  include  volunteers  from  the 
present  towns  of  Milton  and  Stougliton,  then  within 
Dorchester's  limits;  but  even  with  tiiih  in  mind,  the  num- 
ber is  much  larger  than  could  haTe  been  expected.  It  is 
but  another  proof  of  the  wonderful  fortitude  of  tbe  early 
eettlwa,  who  suffered  any  sacrifice  to  support  what  they 
consideied  to  be  a  worthy  cause.  AU  doubt  as  to  the 

>  The  Bogral  Ooretnon  «t  MundiitMttt :  Jtf««i«rfal  Aliiory  ^  Bcalm, 
vd.  IL  ^80. 
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attuiil  fact  has  been  removed  by  the  discovery  of  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  names  of  the  aoldien  among  the  papecB 
of  Ebenezer  Clap^  the  son  of  Nathamel,  who  took  an 
active  part  in  town  afihiis  at  the  time  the  company  was 
raised.  The  following  list  is  putdished  in  the  Histoiy  of 
Dorehe8ter*'C1859):  — 


A  tut  of  ike 


CANADT  SOLDIERS. 
of  Unt  toidkn  umter  the  emmmtd  of  Capiat^ 
JMfi  Witkk»gla»,  Oct.  ^ 

Capt.  Job.  Withingtan.  Sftrgt.  Ammiel  Weeks.  Cotp.  John  Poope. 
Left.  Ceorgft  Minott.      Sargt.  Richiird  nulL      Corp.  .losepL  Curtis. 
Insine  bamael  Sumner.  Svgt.  Samuel  Sumner.  Corp.  George  Uolme& 
Joseph  Weeks,  Clatke.         JoMph  TVeioott, : 


Ebenezer  Sumner. 
H«nry  Lyon. 
Eliab  Lyon. 
Uriiiht  ^lorlsley. 
Wiiliant  Cheney. 
FeterCaUejr. 
Ebenezer  Poope. 
William  Sumner. 
Eieazer  Walles. 
WiKiMD  Cooke. 
Joseph  Long. 
Thomas  Weelcs. 
Thomas  Aiulrews. 
Wilttun  Sumner. 
^bhmJ  SsodlPMt 


Corp.  Daniel  Heoshai 
William  Blake. 
John  Gulliver. 
Willian  George. 
Josej)h  AtliertOO. 
Samuel  Triflcott 


Edward  Wiatte. 
Benhwum  Efoimu. 

.Tame  Swift 
Uopstill  Sandras. 
Solomon  Clarke. 
John  Lord. 

ron?siil(!r  Atlierton. 
.Iczcniah  Sumner. 
Adam  Barr. 
James  Robinson. 
Cornelius  TilestOtte. 
Richard  Euins. 
Samuel  Uicks. 
John  Tohnaa. 
Jolm  Jones. 


2%sse  on  berd  Ctgpt, 

Thomas  Kelton. 
John  Morrill. 
James  Morey. 
Edward  Clap. 
Jehossephaft  Crabtree. 
John  Briant. 


Samuel  Chandler. 

William  Fowst. 
William  Belshar. 
Darid  Stevenson. 
Henry  Jaekaon. 

Thomas  Bird. 
AuguBten  Clements. 
William  Swift. 
Ifiosei  Cha|dfai. 

Josliua  Sbool. 
John  Anderson. 
John  Leeds. 

Isaac  Cape. 
Joha  Crewhore. 


Robert  Husay. 
Charles  Roadman. 
William  Baker. 
Malhew  Mapley. 
John  Jones. 
EUaaMoonke. 


FcxtymL  membeis  of  this  company  never  retained  from 

the  ill-fated  expedition^  most  of  whom  are  supposed  to 
have  lost  their  Uves  at  sea.  In  17S5  the  General  Court  of 
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Massachusetts  granted  the  survivors  of  the  expedition, 
and  the  hein  of  those  who  lost  their  lives,  a  township  of 
land  in  Woicester  County,  which  was  called  Dorohestep* 
Canada.  Later,  this  was  ineorpoiated  into  a  town  imdw 

the  name  of  Ashbuniham* 

The  year  1690-91  proved  to  be  the  most  disastrous 
Dorchester  had  experienced,  so  far  as  deaths  are  concerned. 
Blake  says  that  thirty-three  i)en>ons  died  of  small-pox,  and 
twenty-four  of  fever,  besides  the  forty-six  who  lost  their 
Ihan  in  the  Canadian  expedition.^    Among  the  number 


was  cl  the  ultra  Puritan  school,  and  o[>po«ed  to  the  inno- 
vations attempted  by  the  Antinomians  and  Quakei-s.  He 
resigned  his  position  at  the  Castle  when  the  first  charter 
was  dissolved  in  1686,  as  be  was  unwilllnsf  to  lend  his 
assistance  to  the  tyrannical  schemes  uf  (Tovt-ruor  Audios. 
He  removed  to  Boston  soon  after  his  resignation,  where  he 
died  in  1691.   Blake  says  of  him : — 

Ab  to  bis  natural  Temper^  it  is  said.  He  was  of  a  chearfui 
A  pleasant  DispoBition,  conrteons  and  ktaid  In  bis  Behaviomr, 
free  and  fanllisr  in  hia  ConverBstion,  yet  attended  with  a 

proper  Rcservedncss ;  be  bad  a  Gravity  &  Presence  that  com- 
manded Respect  from  others.  He  departed  t]\i<*  liff,  Feb.  2, 
1690-91,  in  the  82d  Year  of  his  Age.  He  was  buried  iu  the 
old  Burying  Place  \n  Boston ;  the  Military  Officers  going  before 
the  Corps ;  and  next  to  the  Belatiras,  the  Gttvemom  and  the 
whole  General  Onirt  following  aftw*;  and  the  Gnus  fliing  at 
the  GisUe  at  the  same  thne."* 

Another  death  during  tliis  year,  while  not  occnzring 
within  the  town  limits,  was  felt  by  the  people  to  be  a  great 

los8.  John  Eliot,  "  the  Apostle  to  the  Indians,"  died  in 
Roxbury,  leaving  a  vacancy  which  no  one  else  could  fill. 


was  Captain  Roger  Clap^  to 
whom  reference  has  often  been 
made  in  preceding  pages.  He 


^  AniMlt  of  the  Ton^n  of  Dorchester,  p.  88  (1818). 
t  Memoin  of  Roger  CUp,  p.  68  (1844). 
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He  was  bom  at  Nasing,  iu  Essex,  England,  in  1604,  and  was 
educated  at  Jesus  College,  Cambridge.  While  here  Eliot 
displayed  his  wonderful  love  of  philf)logy,  which  he  after- 
wards demonstrated  in  learning  the  language  of  the  naUve 
Tffitif^""    After  taking  liia  degiee  Eliot  devoted  himself 


to  teaching,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  usher  in  the  school 
of  Ber.  ThonuM  Hooker.  During  his  xeaideiioe  vith  Mr. 
Hooker's  funily,  he  lesolYed  to  devote  himself  to  the  work 
of  the  Clmstian  ministiy.  At  this  time  there  ynm  no  field 
for  non-eonf omust  preacheis  in  England,  so  Eliot  deter- 

^  This  antique  chair,  baring  hmn  preterred  in  a  Rozbuiy  family,  wu 
given  to  Rev.  Dr.  Harris,  and  is  at  present  in  the  First  Churrh  in  Dorchester. 
It  bean  this  inscription :  "  Thia  chair  once  belonged  to  the  Kev.  John  Eliot, 
aominonlj  Mlltd  flw  '  Apotds  to  the  IMIhm,'  and  «m  wed  to  Ue  eta^. 
It  was  placed  under  the  pulpit  of  this  meeting-hoase  (built  in  1816  by  the 
flnt  perish  in  Dorcheater)  by  Rev.  Tbaddeua  Maaon  Heirit,  D.D.,  for  forty- 
tin*  ]f«en  Hi  peeUw;  ae  a  veiiiiBltd  nrnDoriaL" 
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mined  to  emigrate  to  America,  where  he  arrived  November 
3,  1631.  He  officiated  for  a  year  in  the  First  Church  in 
Boston,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  appointed  pastor 
of  the  Church  in  Roxbury,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death. 

Eliot  soon  began  the  mission  work  among  the  Indians 
by  which  he  became  so  well  known.  There  were  about 
twenty  tribes  of  natives  wthin  the  boiuids  of  the  planta- 
tion of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  he  devoted  himself  for  a 
long  period  to  a  studv  of  their  language.  He  obtained 
the  assistance  of  a  young  Indian  who  had  been  taken 
prisoner  during  the  Pequot  War,  and  who  had  been  put 
out  to  service  with  a  Dorchester  planter.  With  his  aid, 
Eliot  translated  the  Commandments,  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
and  many  Scriptvire  texts,  and  at  length  was  able  to  preach 
to  the  Indians  without  the  help  of  an  interpreter.  His 
most  famous  work  was  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into 
the  Indian  language. 

Eliot's  mission  work  extended  to  all  the  early  settle- 
ments in  the  vicinity ;  but  nowhere  did  he  accomplish  more 
than  among  the  Dorchester  Indians,  for  whom  he  obtained 
the  Ponkapoag  Plantation. 

Captain  John  Capen,  a  valuable  citizen,  died  in  1692. 
He  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  Church,  and  Imd  been 
selectman  and  recorder,  serving  in  the  fomier  capacity  for 
sixteen  years,  and  in  the  latter  for  tliirteen  years.  Blako 
says  of  him,  "  He  wrote  more  in  the  Books  tlian  any  one 
man  by  far ;  keeping  y*  Books  in  good  order.  He  WTote 
about  246  Pages  in  botli  Books." 

Early  in  December,  1695,  Rev.  Joseph  Loixl  and  a  small 
but  deteiTuined  band  of  foUowere  left  Dorchester  for  the 
purpose  of  spreading  the  g08i>el.  The  22d  of  the  previous 
October,  the  usual  lecture  day  at  the  church  at  Dorchester, 
was  devoted  to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Lord ;  and  all  the 
neighboring  towns  sent  representatives  to  the  ceremony. 
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From  tliat  time  until  I)eceinl)cr  the  zealous  minister  was 
hard  at  work  winning  foUowere  to  go  with  him  into  the 
wilderness  of  South  Carolina. 

The  enterprise  promised  well;  and  it  was  an  enthusiastio 
party  of  nine  which  embarked  after  listening  to  a  sermon 
£rom  Rev.  John  Danforth.  After  Udding  their  friends 
farewellt  they  kndt  down,  mingling  their  supplications 
with  every  expression  of  Christian  tenderness." 

The  following  entries  on  the  Church  Hecords  in  refer* 
ence  to  this  undertaking  are  of  special  interest:  — 

"  DcccmV  5'*'  ICaf).  The  Church  for  Oaioliaa  set  saile  from 
Boston  Dee.  14'*'  nt  ti!'j;lit  the  skiff  waa  neer  run  and''  Water  y* 
Stormy  wind  being  so  buisterous.  They  kept  a  day  of  pray' 
on  hoard :  &  safely  Landed  at  Carolina  Decemb'  y*  20^*,  y*  oUi' 
veasells  had  a  Koneths  Fssoage,  this  hat  abont  14  days 

'*  Pebr.  2*;  There  was  y«  first  Saonunent  of  y*  Lords  Supper 
that  ever  was  Cclo])rated  in  Carolina,  Eight  pf^rson«*  rop'^ivcd 
hesi(lc^^  Such  as  were  of  y*  Church  by  virtue  of  Coniuuioii  of 
Churches,  and  there  wad  Great  Joy  among  y*  Good  People  of 
Carolina  ft  many  Thanksgivings  to  y*  Loud." 

The  account  of  their  jouriioy  was  well  given  by  Prof. 
John  B.  MaUartl  in  his  centennial  adtlress  before  the  people 
of  Midway,  Geoi-gia,  on  Decenilxir  6,  1852.    He  said:  — 

"  The  Macedonian  cry  of  the  pious  in  Cnrolina  was  heard  in 
New  Eii^hind,  and  the  ix»ligious  sentiment  of  the  Dorchester 
settlera  wad  awakened.  They  had  planted  the  firut  church  in 
Connecticut,  and  now  they  were  ready  to  gather  another  to 
send  to  the  far  distant  borders  of  the  Soatii.  ...  On 
the  r)lh  of  December,  the  first  missionaries  that  ever  left  the 
ehorea  of  New  England  were  offering  up  their  evening  jiravers 
from  the  decks  of  two  small  vessels  on  the  bosom  of  the 
Atlantic.  What  an  interesting  company  did  those  two  frsil 
barks  contain !  Infancy,  not  knowing  whither  it  w^t;  yonth 
with  all  its  joyonsncss ;  middle  age  with  its  conscious  weight 
of  responsibTlity  t  the  old  and  the  young;  the  Strong  and  the 
weak ;  the  protector  and  the  protected. 

"Landing  on  the  shores  of  Carolina,  they  threaded  their 
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way  to  the  Ashley  River;  and  twenty  miles  from  the  abode 
of  civilized  luati,  —  iu  the  midst  of  an  uobrokeu  forest, 
where  wild  beasts  prowled,  —  they  fixed  their  habitatiou ;  and, 
Febnufy  2d,  1696,  under  the  boughs  of  a  weather>besten 
oak  (still  &tnni1iDg  and  stretching  its  branches  over  the  resting 
places  of  the  ilead),  they  took  the  sacrament  of  tlie  Lonl's 
SupjKjr,  rtiiewid  their  vows,  and  ^ave  public  thaolu  to  tliat 
Being  who  haU  led  Uicm  uu  iu  i»at'ety." 

Hie  people  built  themselves  tempotary  shelter  until 
they  could  devote  more  time  to  the  erection  of  dwelling- 
houses,  the  first  care  being  to  provide  themselves  with  a 
suilalile  eliuixh.  Tliis  was  estal)li.sliL'il  vnuier  the  CoMgre- 
giuioual  order  of  chiueh  govenimt'Ul,  a  form  which  flour- 
ished with  theiu  for  many  years.  True  to  the  town  of 
didr  birth,  the  new  habttatioii  was  called  **D<»obeBter,'* 
and  the  people  did  what  Hiey  could,  in  a  rude  way,  to 
make  tibe  town  lesemUe  its  Hew  England  parent.* 

It  was  not  long  before  the  discoyety  was  made  that  the 
neighborhood  did  not  extend  widely  enough  to  answer  the 
needs  of  the  ever-increasing  inhabitants.  More  than  this, 
tht'  location  had  not  proved  as  healthful  as  had  lieen 
expected;  so,  fifty  years  after  tlie  first  settlement,  three 
persons  were  apj)oiiited  to  explore  the  adjoining  countrv. 
with  a  view  to  tiuding  a  more  favorable  site  for  tlie  town. 
The  report  was  that  a  suitable  location  had  been  found  in 
the  adjoining  colony  of  Georgia,  and  the  exploring  com- 
mittee advised  an  immediate  removal 

A  majority  were  in  £aYor  of  accepting  the  advice  of  the 
committee,  but  a  few  were  so  unwilling  to  leave  their 
homes,  which  seemed  hardly  more  than  just  established, 
that  there  was  a  divisimi,  and  some  went,  and  some 
remaiiu'd  i)ehind.  The  separation  did  not  last  long,  how« 
ever,  for  the  reluctant  ones  decided  to  follow  their  more 
adventuroufi  brothers,  and  the  settlement  was  again  united. 

The  new  location  was  situated  just  half  way  between  the 
Altamahaand  the  Ogechee  Rivers,  and  the  town  was  there- 
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fore  named  "  Midway."  The  number  of  inhabitants  was 
eight  hunched  and  sixtt^en.  That  they  still  possessed  the 
char.icteristic  Dorcheiiter  tiuits  is  shown  by  the  woitLs  of 
tlie  secretary  of  the  Georjjia  Colony  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Benjamin  Martyii  iu  England.  He  says,  among  other 
complimentary  expresaioiu,  **I  really  look  upon  theee 
people  moving  here,  to  be  one  of  the  most  faTOxibLe 
ciicumstances  that  could  be&ll  the  Golony.**  A  lurther 
proof,  if  one  were  needed,  of  the  position  which  these 
people  held,  is  the  ^ot  that  from  this  settlement  Greorgia 
has  selected  two  governors,  and  many  of  tlie  most  able 
jud<r<-s.  pTofessors,  minister,  and  bishope  of  the  State  have 
claimed  Midway  fis  their  home. 

Mr.  Lord,  tlie  iiiini.ster,  ori|^iiially  ordained  to  pursue 
missionary  work  in  bouiii  Carolina,  did  not  I'emain  long 
with  the  homlei  he  had  helped  to  institute,  ae  he  retained 
to  Maasachnsetts,  and  settled  in  Chatham.  Rev.  Hngh 
Fisher  was  his  suooessor;  and  in  1785  Rev.  John  Osgood 
was  ordained.  When  be  died,  in  1773,  different  mini- 
sters officiated  for  four  years,  imtil  Mr.  Moses  Allen,  of 
Northampton,  was  settled.  A  year  later  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  British,  and  for  seveml  months  was  con- 
fined in  one  of  their  prison  ahiyiii.  He  chafed  under  the 
lo«8  of  his  lilierty,  however,  being  anxious  to  1h*  where  he 
could  be  of  atiaiiitiince  to  his  fellow-patriotti,  and  tried  to 
escape  by  throwing  himself  into  the  water.  In  the 
attempt  to  swim  to  land  he  was  drowned.  On  this  same 
occasion  many  of  the  buildings  in  Midway,  indlnding  the 
church,  were  burned  by  the  British  under  General  Provost. 
Among  the  names  associated  with  the  religious  life  at 
Midway  are  those  of  Kev.  Abiel  Holmes,  Rev.  C.  Gilder- 
sleeve,  Rev.  Murdock  Murphy,  Rev.  Robert  Qnartcrman, 
Rev.  I.  S.  K.  Axson,  Kev.  D.  L.  Buttolph,  and  Rev. 
John  F.  Baker. 

The  part  taken  by  the  Midway  patriots  previous  to  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  made  them  fomous.  They  exerted 
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ever}'  effort  to  bring  Georgia  up  to  their  standpoint,  and 
to  induce  the  Colony  to  send  delegates  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  but  to  no  avail.  When  the  case  proved  hopeless, 
they  Iwavely  diaaented  from  their  neigKboi8»  and  choae  Dr. 
hymMO.  Hall  to  repveM&t  them  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
took  an  active  part  in  affairs  of  the  convention,  and  was 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Thus  we  see  that  Dorchester,  in  Massachusetts,  exerted 
no  little  influence  on  the  Dorchester  in  South  Carolina, 
and  Midway,  Georgia,  and  in  this  way  was  doubly  prom- 
inent in  the  early  strike  for  liberty. 

Dr.  John  Oodman,  pastor  of  the  Second  Church,  while 
tiaTelling  in  the  South  in  1824,  paid  a  visit  to  the  settle- 
ment  at  Midway.  He  gives  the  loUowmg  interesting 
aooount  of  it:  — 

"Soon  after  braakfaat  we  prepared  omeelves  to  attend 

duucb,  about  nine  miles  distant  from  Colonel  Law's.  On  OUT 
way,  which  was  pniicii3ally  throu<;h  a  thick  wood,  we  passed 
many  nc<j;rot'8,  neatly  attired,  walkiuj;  to  the  house  of  Grod  in 
company.  Ah  we  appix>aohed  the  church,  a  great  number  of 
carriages  were  coming  in  every  direetion  to  this  sacred  spot, 
which  is  far  from  the  habitations  of  men,  and  surrounded  only 
by  the  graveyard  and  a  few  little  houses  and  arbors,  erected  for 
the  convenience  of  the  congregation,  who  come  from  such  a  dis- 
tance that,  in  some  instancea,  they  take  their  whole  fauiilieu 
with  them.  Hiere  Is  an  interml«d(Hi  of  about  half  an  hour,  and 
this  lnter\'al  is  spent  by  the  whites  in  the  hniUings  and  arbors 
around  the  church.  Thp  h]nck><,  tnefoiwhile.  retire  ^vith  their 
leader  or  watchman,  to  the  woods,  where  they  are  reminded  of 
tiie  troths  to  which  they  have  been  attending,  by  one  of  their 
own  nmnber,  whom  they  call  an  *  exhorter.'  I  preached  morn- 
ing ^d  afternoon  to  a  very  attentive  audience.  The  singing 
was  performed  In  the  old-fashioned  style,  and  without  any 
select  choir.  The  members  of  the  church  retain  the  primitive 
faith  which  their  ancestors  embraced,  and  are  extremely  fearful 
of  innovations.  There  are  about  rix  hundred  oommnnicantB, 
iodnding  the  blacks,  and  the  ordinance  is  administered  once  In 
three  months.   The  blacks  have  watchmen,  as  they  are  called. 
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whose  duty  it  is  to  sec  that  they  walk  circumspectly ;  and  la 
case  of  deviation,  to  report  the  same  to  tlie  Church,  which  has 
«ver  nutiiitaliittd  a  wbcdMOme  dlioiplitie.  Ttuu  htt  p— nod  fhis 
intenstang  Sablmtli,  which  may  tnily  be  called  a  *  Feqp  at  the 
HlgrfanBt*  and  canies  oue  back  iu  feeliug  to  the  early  settloDDent 
of  our  country,  when  the  church  was  indeed  in  the  wildeiTOBBf 
and  the  iiisciplea  of  Christ  a  distinct  and  peculiar  people.** 

A  committee  was  appointed  in  1690,  consisting  of  John 
Biid,  Daniel  Pieston,  Jr^  and  Charl^  Davenport,  to  lay 
out  tlie  thousand  acreB  of  land  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated by  the  town  for  the  maintenance  of  a  free  school. 
This  "school  farm,"  its  it  was  called,  was  near  the 
Piymout)!  Colony  line,  by  the  Bridpfcwater  Koad,  luilf  way 
between  Boston  and  Taunttn  It  was  made  up  of  several 
different  lots  in  the  sunie  vicinity,  but  which  did  not 
connect  with  each  other. 

William  Brimsmead,  a  son  of  Doichester  who  gained  a 
zeputation  far  himself  away  from  his  native  town,  died  in 
ITOl.  He  was  one  of  the  students  at  Harvard  College 
who  rebelled  when  the  course  was  lengthened  &om  three 
to  four  years,  and  left  without  olitaining  his  degree.  This 
was  about  1657.  The  field  of  the  greater  part  of  his 
labors  was  Marlborough,  where  he  acconi])li.shcd  much  good 
by  preaching  the  gospel,  although  many  a  time  he  was 
forced  to  leave  hiii  sonnon  huif-linished,  and  run  with  his 
congregation  to  the  fort  near  by,  to  obtain  protection 
agaiiist  the  Indiaus.  A  ptooi  of  hb  good  work  is  the 
Brimsmead  Covenant,**  which  was  used  by  the  Marlbo- 
rough Church  with  but  a  few  verbal  changes  until  1887. 
One  of  Mr.  Brimsmead's  eccentricities  was  that  l  o 
refused  baptism  to  all  children  bom  on  Sunday.  He  died 
on  July  3,  and  is  characterized  as  a  wellHftccomplished 
servant  of  Christ." 

William  Stoughton,  the  nio.st  prominent  citizen  Dor- 
chester had  yet  produced,  died  on  July  7th  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  the  son  of  Istael  Stoughton,  and  was  horn 
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September  30,  1631,  whether  iu  Englnnd  or  Dorcbebter  is 
not  definitely  known.  He  received  hie  education  at  Har- 
Taid  College,  graduating  in  1660»  and  he  then  went  to 
New  Coll^,  at  Oxford,  to  extend  his  coune.  In  1662 

he  lost  his  fellowship  through  the  restoration  of  Chailee 
II.,  and  returned  to  New  England,  where  he  assisted  Mr. 
Mather  in  the  public  services.  He  was  distinguished  as  a 
preacher,  and  when  Mr.  Mather  died  he  was  six  times 
invited  to  become  his  successor.  For  "reasons  within 
himself  *'  he  persisteatlj  declined,  but  preached  the  election 
sennon  in  1668,  which  is  said  to  haye  been  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  impressive  diBcouxses  ever  delivered 
before  the  Genersl  Court. 

Stoughton  was  well  known  from  Ids  connection  with 
politics,  but  it  was  his  position  as  chief  justice  of  the  court 
before  which  the  witchcraft  trials  were  held  which  gave 
him  notoriety  and  made  him  so  unpopular  with  many. 
His  colleague.  Judge  Sewall,  made  a  public  recantation  in 
the  Old  South  Church  for  tlie  part  he  had  taken  in  these 
trialBv  but  Governor  Stoughton  rdtused  to  do  the  none, 
saying  that  he  had  acted  up  to  the  enlightenment  he  had 
at  the  time,  although  he  had  since  been  convinced  that  he 
had  been  in  the  wrong.  A  writer  in  "Putnam's  Maga- 
zine "  for  September,  1853,  says,  "  Chief  Justice  Stoughton, 
aft^T  the  delusion  was  over,  sent  a  note  to  the  pul])it  on 
Sunday  desiring  prayers  for  his  pardon,  if  in  any  way  lie 
had  sinned  by  his  course  in  the  trials ;  and  iu>  it  was  read 
he  stood  up  in  his  pew,  showing  by  his  quivering  Up  the 
strong  feeling  within.** 

Whether  this  is  true  or  not^  it  is  certain  that  Stoughton 
was  greatly  influenced  by  the  superstition  of  the  age,  and 
undoubtedly  acted  sincerely,  but  without  the  enlighten- 
ment one  would  expect  to  find  in  a  man  of  his  standing. 

Governor  Stotighton  was  a  hirge  land-owner,  and  was 
one  of  Dorchester'.s  wealthiest  citizens.  His  home,  on  the 
comer  of  Pleasant  Street  and  Savin  Hill  Avenue,  was 
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marked  by  two  large  Glma  for  luauy  yeai-s  after  \m  decease ; 
but  now  these  liave  given  way  to  the  cfaangeB  of  time,  and 
the  spots  where  the  etoidy  old  governor  discuseed  politios 
and  the  witchciaft  trials  are  now  the  witnesses  of  other 
scenes. 

Govemor  Stoughton  was  a  fiiend  to  education,  and 

three  years  before  his  death  he  gave  iBlOOO  of  Massachu- 
sette  currency  to  Harvard  College,  with  which  to  erect  a 
dormitory.  The  original  building  wiw  torn  dow^n  in  1780, 
but  the  present  Stoughiou  iiaii  was  erected  to  take  its 
plaee.  A  further  bequest  of  land  was  made  in  his  will,  to 
^Harmd  College  at  Cambridge,  the  place  of  my  first  pub- 
lic education  ^whicb  nuiseiy  of  good  leaming  hath  been  of 
inestimable  blessing  to  the  Church  and  people  of  God  in 
this  wilderness,  and  may  ever  continue  to  be  so,  if  the 
people  continue  in  the  favor  of  God)."  The  income  of 
this  was  to  go  toward  the  sujiport  of  needy  studenLs.  The 
Rev.  Samuel  Willard  of  the  Old  Soutli  Church  preached 
Stoughtou's  funeral  sermon  on  July  17,  1701,  and  he  was 
called  **the  last  of  the  original  Puritans." 

The  estiniates  of  Stoughton's  character  Taiy.  The  elabo- 
rate Latin  ,  inscription  upon  his  tomb,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  written  by  Cotton  Mather,  and  modelled 
after  that  of  Blai.se  Pascal,  the  famous  French  pthil' 
osopher,  eulogizes  him  in  a  manner  which  has  not 
found  a  response  in  the  writings  of  that  day  or  since. 
Palfrey,  for  instance,  refers  to  him  as  a  "rich,  atrabilious 
bachelor,  one  of  those  men  to  whom  it  seems  to  be  a 
necessity  of  nature  to  favor  oppressive  and  insolent 
pretentioiis,  to  resent  evety  movement  for  freedom  and 
humanity  as  an  impertinence  and  affiwnt."  The  same 
writer  speaks  of  him  again  as  '■^  hard,  obstinate,  narrow- 
minded,"  having  a  **bnll-dog  stubbornness  that  might  in 
other  times  have  ma<le  him  a  St.  Dominic,"  Palfrey 
admits,  however,  that  he  wa-s  not  unconscientious  after 
his   own   dreary  Nvay."      Quincy  describes  Govemor 
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Stoughtou,  in  his  *•  Hiiitx>ry  of  liarvai-d  University,"  as 
**ha^g  mora  of  the  irillow  tban  Uie  oak  in  his  oooatita- 
tion;**  ■'one  of  theae  politaoiaiis  who  change  their 
pxinciples  with  times,  and  shift  their  sails  so  as  to  catoh 

every  favomble  breeze."  Anotliti  \\Titer  calk  him 
'^podding-iaced,  sanctimonious^  and  unfeeling."  No  one, 
however,  seeni^*  to  question  the  excellence  of  his  admini- 

stmtion  as  governor.  The  English  version  of  the 
imoiijjtiou  referred  to  on  his  tomb  is  as  follows :  — 

Here  liea 

WILLIAM  STOUGHTON,  Eaqitir«b 
Iile«liiMiH»  afterwarte  Owenwi', 
Of  tin  FkoTiiiM  «f  M&ssachttMtti  Ib  Hnr  EaghaJ, 

aUo 

ChiaC  JiulfB  of  <bs  Superior  Court  in  tba  mnm  Vtvriaot, 

A  m«n  of  wedlock  ankiiow% 
DeroQt  in  Religion, 
Hen  owned  for  Virtue, 
Famooa  for  Enidilioiii 
Acnta  in  JodgniMit^ 
Bqnallj  lUiutrionK  hy  Kiodred  and  BsMt, 
A  Lover  of  KquUjr, 
A  Defender  of  tba  Laws, 
Founder  of  Stoughton  Hall, 
A  moat  Distinguuht'd  Patron  of  Letters  and  Literary  Men, 
A  moit  strenuous  Opponent  of  Impiety  and  Vlea. 
RhetoridaiM  delight  in  Him  aa  £loqaent, 
Wiiten  are  aoqaaloted  with  Htm  ae  Elegant, 

PliiloBophers  seek  Ilim  as  Wise, 
Doctors  honor  Uim  as  a  Tbeolosteo, 
Tlw  Davmit  lavere  Blm  aa  Omve^ 

AH  adniirc'  I?ini  :  unknown  by  All 
Tet  known  to  All. 

WlMt  aaad  of  moia,  Traveller  1  Whaoi  lisvo  wo  hwt — 

Stoughton ! 
Alas! 

I  baft  aaid  sufficient.  Tean  pnu» 
IkaepaUaooa. 
Ba  Uvad  SeTenty  Taort ; 
On fha flonndi of  Jol v,  in  the T«tr  of  8alMj  1701 
Ue  Died. 
AlaatAlaal  WhaCOitafl 

During"  the  eaily  years  of  the  centurA%  the  town  was 
more  concerned  with  events  having  but  an  indirect  result 
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upon  itb  welfare.  The  following  eiitrieii  ou  the  Church 
Beoords  show  tibat  the  people  were  veiy  conTezBant  of 
what  was  taking  pitioe  about  them:  — 

"Febr.  1703  CaplivaUni  from  Dcerfieid,  tiiti  iie\-^  John 
WOlianw;  A  96  mofe  but  killed  by  y*  French  &  Indians  68 
w^f  m"  WiUiams  one  A  Bome  of  y'  Childmi  4b  Eleven  Soul- 
dieta  some  y*  were  sent  to  y*  Grarison  oth"  (viz  5)  came  in 
upon  Alarum  <&  14  men  mofe  Diverse  hooses  bornt  aboat  50 
freneh  6c  Indians  kill'd." 

"  April,  8,  1703.  A  publ:  Geaerall  Thankiigiving  for  Her 
Hajestys  Successes  hy  Sea  A  Land  against  y  Frendi  &  Span- 
iards in  Europe  A  America,  many  Ships,  much  Ttvasnre  A 
many  Towns  being  taken.  If  John  Earl  of  Marlborough  is 
Capt.  General  of  y*  Liind  forces  James  Duke  of  Onnond 
la  General  of  y*  Fleet  forces  &  S""  George  Rook  is  Adniirul  of 
y*  Fleet ;  uiid'  o'  Soveraigii  Queeu  Anue  who  came  to  y*  Throne 
March.  8.  1702.  But  before  y*  Late  King  William  y*  3'  of 
Glorious  Memory  died,  There  were  Sundry  Soeietys  Sett  up  for 
Befofmation  of  MannCs,  A  behold  y"  Smiles  of  Heaven,  upon 
y*  Same,  o*  Nation  being  on  a  Suddain  filld  with  plenty  of 
Grain  &  plenty  of  Silver,  (y''  l*late  Fleet  beinu;  taken.)  & 
plenty  of  Houo'  &  Victory,  So  That  y''  '^ueeu  has  Invitt'd  Her 
Subjects  in  y*  plantatiouH  in  America,  lu  Kejoyce  with  Her  &  bo 
Betora  Thanks  to  God.** 

"May  18  1704  A  Fkovince  Fast  by  Ftodamation  ft  theie 
was  a  «ilaim]ii.  r  &  Captivation  of  Feeble  at  Northampton  elx 
days  before." 

For  sereial  years  pievionB  to  1704  it  had  been  the 

practice  of  the  Church  to  pay  the  aalaiy  of  the  minister 
by  voluntary  contributions.  The  amount  of  tliese,  how- 
ever, was  found  to  be  insufficient ;  and  Mr.  Danforth,  this 
year,  \yas  guaranteed  a  stated  sum,  to  be  raised  by  a  special 
tax  if  the  contribvitions  still  proved  inadequate. 

The  proprietors  of  the  undivided  lands  made  several 
generous  gift^  in  1706.  Duiiug  tliis  year  Rev.  John 
Banforlih,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Milton,  were  admitted 
as  proprietoxs,  being  granted  two  bnndred  and  one  hundred 
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acres  respectively.  Seventy-five  acres  were  granted  to  tlie 
ministry  for  those  beyond  the  blue  hills,"  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ac  res  to  Milton,  on  condition  that  a  grammar 
school  slinuld  be  maintained  there  for  tifteen  years. 

ITie  town  voted,  the  next  year,  to  call  all  the  laud 
belonging  to  Dorchester  which  lay  beyond  the  Blue  Hill, 
the  "New  Grant." 

In  1708  thne  Ponkapoag  Indiaas,  William  Ahaton, 
Samuel  Mamantaug,  and  Amoe  Altaton,  by  name,  ap- 
peased in  behalf  of  their  tribe  to  thank  the  town  for  the 
interest  and  justice  shown  in  settling  the  boundaries 
between  tliera  and  the  white  settlers.  They  also  stated 
that  they  regretted  having'  offended  the  town  by  *'  leasing 
their  land  to  the  English,"  and  promised  to  le  i-^i'  no  more. 
They  gave  up  their  rij^lit  to  the  land  alKHit  the  Tonk- 
apoag  meeting-house,  which  contained  some  three  acres, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  used  as  a  burying  place  and 
training  field.  This  is  one  instance,  at  least,  where 
the  Indians  showed  themselvm  appreciatiTe  of  kind  treat- 
ment, and  willing  to  cimie  half  way  in  straightening  out 
difficulties  between  themselves  and  their  neighbors. 

A  vote  was  passed,  in  1710,  to  grant  the  rights  to  them- 
selves and  their  heirs  forever  to  any  persons  who  should 
build  a  wharf  at  Wales's  Creek.  Two  years  hitcr  Stand- 
fast Foster,  El>ene2ei  Davenport,  Joseph  Hall,  Preserved 
Caixjii,  Natluiu  Bradley,  Fraucis  Price,  Remember  l*reston, 
Jonathan  Clap,  Ebenezer  Moseley,  and  Humphrey  Alherton 
accepted  the  conditions.  The  town  then  laid  out  a  ^  way 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Dorchester,"  which  in  later  yeaia  became  Creek  Street, 
running  east  from  Pleasant  Street,  opposite  the  house  of 
Samuel  Downer. 

During  the  next  year  (1713),  the  Dorchester  proprietoi-s 
were  incorjwrated  into  a  body  distinct  from  the  town,  and 
were  thereafter  to  be  known  as  the  "  Proprietors  of  the 
Undivided  Lantls."  The  organization  continued  to  exist 
for  nearly  forty  years. 
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There  laid  been  difficulties  in  regard  to  Dorchester's 
boundary  lines  for  many  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
town  »teiided  so  feur  into  what  was  tiien  regarded  as 
tiie  wildomeaa.  During  this  year,  howeyer,  agents  were 
appointed  hy  the  different  towns  to  meet  in  Attleboro',  to 
search  for  the  boundaries  whidi  had  been  detemdned  in 
1664.  With  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  old  inhabitants, 
'the  ancient  "angle-tret;  "  was  found,  and  from  this  point  a 
line  \va.s  run  to  Accord  Pond.  This  line  was  accepted  hy 
all  except  the  aguntii  of  Attleboro'  and  Norton,  who  refused 
to  acknowledge  the  so-called  "  angle-tree  "  as  the  original 
boundary  line ;  but  the  rest  of  the  towns  were  satisfied, 
and  Hie  matter  was  settled. 

The  first  lighthouse  in  Boston  Harbor  was  built  in  1715, 
on  the  soutberiy  part  of  the  Great  Brewster,  on  the  location 
of  the  foesent  Boston  Lighthouse.  Fishermen  and  the 
masters  of  ccraating  vessels  had  sorely  felt  the  need  of  a 
waniing  light:  and  tlie  service  rendered  by  thitt  fil!St 
lighlhunse  can  hardly  Ix'  estitnaled. 

Elder  Hopestill  Claj)  died  in  1719.  lie  was  a  hrother  of 
Elder  Samuel  Clap,  and  was  an  inliuential  pillar  of  the 
Church.  The  appreciation  in  which  he  was  held  is  shown 
in  the  following  inscription  on  his  giaYestone,  which  was 
written  by  the  Rev.  John  Danforth:  — 

"Here  lies  Interred  y*  Body  of  Ifr.  Hopestill  Clap,  who 
Deoessed  Sepr.  2d,  1719,  aged  72  yean. 

His  Dust  waits  'till  y«  lubily 
Shall  then  Shine  bri;;hter  than  y«  Sky; 
Shall  meet  &  join  to  part  no  more, 
Hii  SoqI  «h«t»«  dorifled  before. 
Aiton  and  Churches  happy  be 
With  Ruling  Elders  rach  as  he : 
Freseot  Useful,  Absent  Wanted, 
LlT'd  DmM  Died  UmMited.'' 

Dotdiefltet  did  not  escape  the  small-pox  pestOenee  which 
visited  Boston  in  1721.  Eighty4wo  persons  were  afiOicted 
with  the  disease,  thirteen  of  whom  died.  It  was  during 
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perament,  so  that  an  outburst  of  this  kind  shows  the  excite- 
ment under  which  the  people  hibored.  The  miuds  of  the 
people  had  hardly  become  quieted  when  a  -violnit  stoim 
again  laiaed  their  feais ;  but  when  nothing  nune  serious 
happened  than  the  destroction  of  some  old  troes,  thin^ 
again  settled  down  into  the  old  routine. 

In  1729  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Bowman  was  ordained  as 
colleague  with  Mr.  Danforth,  who  was  becoming  somewhat 
aged.  The  death  of  the  lieloved  pastor  occurred  a  year 
later.  Mr.  Danforth  wan  born  in  1660,  and  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  During 
liis  long  service  to  the  town  he  proved  liimseli  to  be  a 
man  of  great  fidelity  and  worth.  Blake  makes  tihe  fol- 
lowing  record  of  his  death:  — 

"  He  was  S"*  to  be  a  man  of  great  Learning,  he  understood 
y°  Mathematicks  beyond  most  men  of  his  Function.  He  was 
exceeding  Charitable,  ft  of  a  very  peaoefoll  temper.  Bib  took 
mndi  pains  to  Btenuze  y*  Names  of  many  of  y*  good  Chris- 
tians of  his  own  Flock ;  And  yet  y*  World  is  so  nngratefoll  that 
he  ha.s  not  a  Line  Written  to  preserue  his  momory,  no  not  so 
much  as  upon  his  Tomb ;  he  beinj;  buriiHi  in  Lt.  Govt. 
btoughton's  Tomb  that  was  covered  with  writing  before."* 

All  who  recall  the  remarkable  epitaph  of  the  worthy 
governor  will  be  able  to  see  the  touch  of  irony  in  tlM 
annalist's  closing  remark.  Stough ton's  soul  Avould  un- 
doubtedly have  rested  just  as  qnietly  had  room  been  left 
for  a  simple  insoription  for  the  gentle  minister. 

The  custom  of  ringing  tlie  bell  at  nine  o'clock  at  night 
was  inaugurated  in  1734.  The  Boston  bell  had  been  regu- 
larly tcdled  at  tiiat  hour  for  nearly  a  hundred  years,  and 
when  its  strokes  were  heard  every  one  was  supposed  to 
return  home  and  extinguish  the  li^ts.  The  Common  in 
those  days  was  a  very  popular  place  in  which  to  stroll 
about  during  tiie  summer  evenings;  but  when  the  bell  was 
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heard  the  [>eople  quietly  and  obediently  turned  their  steps 
homeward,  and  the  street*?  were  i^iiictically  deserted.  The 
custom  of  ringing  the  bell  coiitiimed  for  nearly  another 
hundred  years,  and  many  good  citizens  to-day  remember 
the  tiiue  when  it  was  in  vogue. 

The  town  found  great  difficult  in  appointuig  constaUes. 
The  two  qualities  oonndered  most  necessaiy  for  ilie  office 
vere  discretioii  and  reliability,  —  characteristies  which 
unfortunately  are  not  alwap  apparent  even  in  the  sucees- 
sors  of  these  worthy  officials.  The  position  was  a  much 
avoided  one,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  decree  a  penalty 
against  those  who  refused  to  serve.  Many,  however,  paid 
their  fines  rather  than  accept  the  position,  so  that  at  last 
the  General  Court  gave  the  town  the  right  to  increase  the 
line  to  £»b.    In  Boston  the  penalty  was  JCIO. 

Under  the  date  of  17B4  Blake  makes  an  interesting 
statement  in  regard  to  the  growth  of  the  town.  He  sbows 
that  tan  1657  to  this  yesr  there  had  been  2»416  hiiths  and 
921  deaths,  pronng,  he  says,  — 

That  many  of  y°  People  that  were  Bom  in  y*  Town  moved 
out  A  Died  not  here.  Aiid  y*  nmnber  <tf  Births  in  a  yesr  for 
40  or  50  years  pest  WMe  not  many  less  than  tiiey  are  now 
(except  when  Stoughton  also  belonged  to  this  Town),  which 

shows  y*  People  arc  not  much  more  numerous  (if  auy  thing) 
now  than  they  Mere  then.  And  in  Capt.  John  Capen''^  time, 
there  is  left  a  list  of  Persous  Seated  in  y*  meeting-house  that 
now  is,  and  y*nanib6rof  men  then  Seated  were  171,  and  y* 
nnmber  of  women  were  180;  which  seems  to  be  ss  many  as 
can  sit  thne  aow."^ 

The  slow  rate  of  increase  in  the  town's  'population 
between  the  dates  mentioned  aboye  continued  down  to 
1800.  The  wan  were  responsible  to  a  certain  d^[ree  for 
tUs  state  of  aSaiis,  but  the  chief  cause  was  the  indnoe- 
ments  offered  by  other  settlementi.    Many  of  the  most 

1  Bbka't  Annals  of  the  Town  of  Dorclietter,  p.  49  (1846). 
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influential  men  who  claimed  Dorchester  for  a  birthplace 
had  moved  into  neighboring  colonies,  and  this,  while 
extending  the  usefulnesii  of  the  town,  was  prejudicial  to 
its  beat  interests. 

The  dMlli  of  Elijah  Danf  orth,  M.  son  of  Bar.  John 
Danforth,  on  October  8,  1786,  brings  to  oar  notioe  the 
&ot  that  there  is  no  reooid  of  any  resiclent  phyeiciaa  at 
Dorchester  at  a  yery  early  date,  in  spite  of  the  faet  that 
mnoh  siokness  prevailed  here  during  the  first  two  years  oi 
Hie  eetfclement.  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller,  of  Plymouth,  writing 
to  Governor  Bradford  under  date  of  June  28,  1630,  says: 
"  I  have  l)een  to  Mattapan  ut  tlie  re(iuest  of  Mr.  Warliam, 
and  let  some  twenty  of  these  j>eople  blood."  Dr.  Danforth 
was  one  of  the  earliest  ph^'sicians  of  the  town,  having  his 
lesidenoe  near  the  <dd  burying  ground.  He 'waa  giadnated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1708.  Blake  says  that  he  waa 
^  a  good  and  safe  Physioian,  and  had  been  one  of  y*  Jnstioee 
of  y*  Peace  for  y*  Coonly  of  Suffolk  for  many  yeaia 
together." 

In  1737  the  town  introduced  an  innovation  by  voting  to 
supply  the  school  with  wood.  Up  to  this  time  it  had  lx;en 
the  custom  for  the  parents  or  guardians  to  furnish  it,  at 
the  rale  of  two  feet  for  each  pupil. 

We  have  seen  that  the  upland  was  laid  out  by  the  pro- 
prieton  into  divisions,  by  parallel  lines  running  from  north 
to  south,  being  known  as  the  "  Twelve  Divisions.**  The 
swamps  and  low,  poor  lands  were  excluded.  On  the 
9th  of  May,  1737,  a  rule  of  pn^wrtion  was  made  to  four 
hundred  and  eighty  proprietors,  and  eyery  inhabitant  of 
the  town  had  each  his  proiwrtion  according  to  the  rule. 
An  order  was  made,  January  16,  1738,  that  all  the  land  in 
Dorchester  sliould  l)e  divided  according  to  said  rule  ;  and 
the  undivided  land  was  sold  to  pay  the  expenses  of  sur- 
veying and  laying  out. 

Bobert  Spur,  Esq.,  a  prominent  man  in  the  town,  died 
in  January,  1788.  He  had  filled  the  position  of  selectman 
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for  eight  years,  and  had  hccn  representative  for  four 
yeai-8  ;  he  was  also  a  lieutenant-colonel,  — •  in  all  of  which 
capacities  lu;  ac'quitted  himelf  well.  He  was  exceedingly 
popular  with  the  townspeople,  but  the  church  authorities 
frequently  came  in  opposition  to  him  ou  account  of  hiii 
libenal  reUgiouB  viewB. 

Dorcbester  lost  another  strip  of  liuid  in  1789,  ^^seveRil 
of  tbe  inliabitantB  hftTing  petitionod  to  be  set  off  to 
Dedhani." 

The  year  1740  w;us  an  unusually  important  one.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  Kev.  George  Whitefield  came  from  Eng- 
land, whose  preaching  produced  such  a  sensation  in  the 
churches  of  Boston  and  its  \acinity.  The  ertect  of  his  labors 
ou  tlie  Dorchester  Church  is  referred  to  in  a  later  chapter. 

The  winter  of  this  year  was  the  moat  severe  one  which 
die  people  had  expMknoed  for  over  forty  yeais.  The  &11 
of  snow  was  nnnsually  heavy,  and  the  ocAd  was  so  bitter 
that  even  Dorchester  Bay  was  solidly  fcoaen.  This  made 
it  possible  for  a  track  to  be  laid  across  the  ice  to  Castle 
William,  which  was  much  used  for  pleiwure  driving. 
Sledges,  loaded  witli  hay,  came  up  from  Spectacle  Island. 

An  effort  was  made  about  this  time  to  introduce  the 
Manufactory,  or  Land  Bank  bills.  The  scheme,  however, 
was  abandoned  a  year  or  so  later,  occasioning  much  incon- 
venience to  those  who  had  been  induced  to  accept  the  bills. 

Hie  eariy  feosts  of  1740  were  hugely  responsible  for  the 
scarcity  of  grain  during  the  sncoeeding  year.  Says  Blake, 
» Wheat  sold  for  SO*  per  busbel,  Rye,  22*,  &  Indian  Com 
for  20'  per  bushel  paper  Currency;  which  is  about  one 
fonrtlTof  y*  Value  of  Proclamation  Money."  This  short- 
age in  the  supply,  together  with  the  increased  demands  of 
the  ever-growing  population,  caused  no  little  suffering 
among  the  people. 

Ou  Juno  29  and  30,  1743,  the  people  rejoiced  over  the 
raising  of  a  new  meeting-house,  wliich  was  by  far  tlie  betit 
straotnre  the  Church  had  yet  erected.  It  eost  about 
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$17,000,  old  tenor,  which  was  a  most  liberal  allowance  for 
a  church  building  at  tliat  time.  The  occasion  was  marred 
by  a  sad  accident  to  one  of  the  young  men  who  was  assistr 
ing  at  the  raising,  Ephraim  Wales  by  name,  who  fell  from 
one  of  the  cross-beams,  and  died  from  the  result  of  his 
injuries. 

A  second  earthquake  shock  visited  Dorchester  in  1744. 
It  was  not  so  severe  as  that  of  1727  ;  but  it  was  enough  to 
shake  the  meeting-house  from  top  to  bottom,  and  to  cause 
a  wall  near  by  to  fall.  Several  chimneys  in  Boston  were 
also  tlirown  down. 

Thomas  Tileston,  Esq.,  died  during  the  following  year. 
He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  town,  serving  in  many 
resijonsible  positions.  He  was  selectman  for  twent}'-four 
years,  representative  for  ten  years,  and  also  held  the  posts 
of  justice  of  the  ite&ce  and  lieutenant-colonel. 

it  was  during  this  year  (1745)  tliat  the  famous  expedi- 
tion against  the  French  settlements  at  Cape  Bi-eton  was 
made  by  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  Blake  gives 
an  excellent  account  of  it :  — 

"  This  year  y*  Pro\ince  of  y*  Massachusetts-Bay  having  y* 
winter  before  Projected  an  Expedition  against  the  French  Set- 
tlements at  y*  Island  of  Cape  Britton,  and  Raised  about  300U 
men,  with  several  Vessels  of  War,  Transports,  and  all  sorts  of 
Warlike  Stores,  with  y*  assistance  of  about  1000  men  more 
from  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  &c. ;  ours  set 
sail  from  Boston  y'  24th  of  March,  1744-5,  &  after  waiting  at 
Canso  for  y*  Removal  of  y*  Ice  arrived  at  Cape  Britton  y*  first 
day  of  May,  where  meeting  with  Commodore  Warren  with  about 
7  or  8  Men  of  War  that  were  Ordered  there  from  Several  parts, 
they  besieged  the  City  and  Forts  of  Lovisburgh ;  the  Men  of 
War  blocking  up  y*  Harbour,  and  taking  many  Vessels  l>ound 
there,  some  of  them  from  y*  East  Indies  &  y*  South  Sea  ex- 
ceeding Rich,  and  among  y*  Rest  one  of  y*  French  Kings  Ships 
of  War  of  64  Guns  &  500  men,  called  y**  Vigilant ;  a  fine  new 
Ship :  and  y*  land  army  at  y*  same  time  Cannonading  &  Bom- 
barding Town,  which  held  out  till  y"  17th  of  June,  1745,  and 
then  Capitulated,  delivering  all  but  their  Peraonal  Estates  into 
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the  hands  of  y*  Englkh,  and  were  themselves  transported  home 
to  France.  There  were  but  ver^r  few  of  our  Meu  Hlaiu  iu  Battle 
Conridering  y*  great  SlvBi^j^  Ibe  place  &  y*  deaperateoess 
of  y*  adTeritnn;  but  after  oar  men  had  taken  Foflsesidon  of 
J*  City  A  Idand,  a  mortal  Fever  Seized  them,  and  Continned 
all  y*  Summer  and  most  part  of  y*  Winter  following,  that  car- 
ried oflf  multitudes ;  most  that  went  from  lierofi^wutH  thtit  I 
knew  either  died  there,  or  in  their  passage  hume,  or  soon  after 
they  came  home ;  'tis  said  tiiere  died  of  our  ^ew  Euglaud 
Foreea  abonfe  1500  men. 

**  Onr  Foroea  kept  the  place  nntil  May  following  and  then 
were  BeUeved  by  Forces  fiom  E^i^and,  except  those  that  Listed 
there.  Wm.  Peperil  Esqr.  was  Geneml  of  nur  T.rtnd  Forces, 
who  for  his  good  service  was  made  a  Barouet,  and  both  he  & 
Govr.  Shirley  were  made  Colonels  of  the  two  Regiments  that 
mm  to  be  raised  in  Amwica,  d»  Joyned  with  ;*  old  Sn^iah 
Foioea,  for  3P*  Garriaonlng  4s  defending  the  place.  A  more  Am 
Account  (and  I  SQppofle  hest  Extant)  may  be  seen  in  Mr. 
Prince's  Printed  Sermon,  T'leached  on  y*  ThankagiTUig  Day  for 
that  Victoiyt  Tharsday,  July  18,  174d." 

The  French  attempted  to  turn  the  tables  on  ihf^  enlonists 
durini:^  ihv  next  year.  Excit«uieiit  was  rife  in  liosioii  and 
viciiuty,  and  au  attack  seemed  imminent.  It  is  from  the 
words  of  the  annalist  that  we  may  gun  the  beat  idea  of 
the  threatened  danger,  and  the  miraculous  escape :  ^ 

**  This  Summer  &  Fall  proved  very  troublesome,  not  only  by 
y*  Indiana  (oftentimes  led  on  by  y*'  French)  coming  in  many 
small  parties,  &  scMnetimes  in  Considerable  numbers  of  Sererd 
Handreds,  &  fallii^  upon  oar  fnmtier  Plantations,  from  East 

to  West,  and  Surf)rizinfr,  &  ui  a  Barbarous  manner  (many 
times)  Butchering;,  killiniz  leading  Captive  a  Considemble 
number  of  Men,  Women  and  Children,  (tho*  not  without  some 
loss  to  themselves) ;  but  also  by  a  strong  French  Fleet  coming 
from  France  i^ainst  us,  consisting  of  about  SO  Men  of  War,  & 
67  Transporto,  besides  Land  Forces,  Forty  thousand  Arms,  25 
Moi-tars,  50  Brass  Field  Pieces  &c. ;  many,  dk  I  suppose  y* 
greatest  part  of  them,  arrived  at  Jebucta  in  Nova  Scotia  about 
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y*  middle  of  September,  having  set  sail  from  Roebel  or  Roctif ord 
June  1  Ith.  There  being  ako  about  2000  French  &  Indians 
aasembled  at  Menis.  Fomteen  of  y*  Men  of  War  wore  Shipa 

of  y*  Line  from  50  to  74  Guns.  Thay  had  on  Board  about  8000 
Discipliucd  Troops,  besides  those  assembled  at  Menis,  arid 
many  more  f^f  y*  Frcuch  in  Nova  ScotiA  would  have  Joyned 
them.  This  Powerful  Armament  spread  its  Terror  in  all  y* 
English  N<nrthfim  Colonies,  4b  especially  in  y*  MaisachasettB  ds 
New  HampaMre.  &ieat  pvqparatioiia  were  made  to  Receive 
them;  aaBepauing  y*  BattetiM  at  Boston  &at  Gsatle  William; 
and  the  work  was  Judged  so  necessary  that  it  was  proeecated 
even  on  the  Sabbatli  Days :  Hulks  were  prepared  to  stop  up 
y*  Channel  by  sinkiuy;  tliem  therein :  And  y*  Militia  in  y*  Conn- 
try  (I  suppose  geuerally  about  one  half  of  y^  Regiments)  drawn 
iirto  Boeton  and  y*  lowor  Towns.  Great  Eaq>eetatioii  tiieie  waa 
of  Admiral  Leastock  with  a  huge  Fleet  tmm  En^^and,  to  follow 
y*  Euemy  and  Relieve  us,  but  by  means  of  contrary  winds  that 
great  Expectation  &  our  high-raised  Hopes  failed  us.  But  tho* 
outward  means  failed  us,  yet  God  in  hi.s  Pix>vidence  was  pleased 
to  work  wonderfully  for  our  Preservation,  and  defeat  y*  well 
conoerted  designs  of  our  Enemies,  and  to  tam  their  wise  Comi* 
sela  into  foolishness,  fito  sent  nckness  among  them  that 
carried  off  many  of  their  men,  &  their  Chief  Corninuiider  db  (I 
think)  y*  Second  also  died :  He  also  sent  Terrible  Storina  both 
before  their  Arrival,  &  after  their  Sailing  ;iL'nin  out  of  y'  Har- 
bour of  Jebucta,  that  Cast  away  some  of  theu*  Ships  &  disabled 
others,  so  that  being  dispirited  they  Returned  to  Fnnoe  without 
striking  one  blow,  or  doing  anything  of  CSooseqnenee  (Except 
taking  some  Merchant  Vessels  upon  their  Paass^)  and  that  in  a 
poor  shattered  condition ;  many  of  their  Vessels  as  well  as  Men 
coming  short  home.  For  which  deliverance  God's  luuiu'  lie 
praised.  The  best  Account  of  this  Affair  that  1  know  ol  is  in 
a  Thanksgiving  Sermon  Preached  by  Mr.  Prince,  Novr.  27, 
1746,  and  afterwards  Printed,  to  whidi  I  Befer.  This  year  an 
Expedition  was  formed  against  Canada,  &  many  Soldiers  in 
this  &  other  Provinces  Listed  for  y*  Kings  Sen-ice,  but  y"  Fleet 
in  England  designed  for  that  service  hein^  Imployed  other 
ways,  tlu)  Expedition  was  laid  aside,  &  y*  men  dismiaeed  in  y* 
fall  1747." 
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Two  yeai's  later  a  c&>i>atiua  of  arnis  was  published,  and 
Dorohester  manifested  a  geneioiis  spirit  ^  aending  grain 
to  the  French  plautatioaa.  The  liberality  ci  the  cdomatB 
exceeded  ihsax  viadom,  hoveyer;  for  grain  beoame  yery 
acarce  in  the  Provinoe»  and  prices  lose  accordingly. 

Political  factions  were  not  unknown  even  in  thoee  early 
day^.  At  the  town  meeting  held  in  1749,  a  combination 
was  formed  by  which  Jiimes  Blake,  who  had  served  the 
towTi  faithfully  for  twenty-four  years  as  clerk,  and  for  even 
a  longer  period  in  other  capacities,  was  left  entirely  out  of 
the  clectiuus,  and  Noah  Clap,  A.  M.,  was  chosen  to  fill  his 
place.  It  waa  not  strange  tiiat  Blake  alwald  feel  aggrieved 
at  tiiis  lack  of  giatitade  on  the  part  of  tiie  town,  in  whose 
interests  he  had  labored  so  hard  and  so  long.  During  his 
connection  with  the  office,  he  wrote  two  hundred  and 
eight}'-three  pages  in  the  second  Record  Book,  and  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  pages  in  the  Uiird  volume.  Besides 
this,  he  drew  out  lalxirious  tables,  which  have  proved  of 
inestimable  value  to  later  liistorical  students.  It  is  to  his 
wintinga  more  than  to  tliose  of  any  otlier  one  man  that 
a  Doixihester  historian  must  turn.  In  spite  of  his  dis- 
appointment, Blake  records  the  following  yvdd  picture  of 
the  severe  drought  of  this  same  year,  which  was  felt  so 
keenly  by  the  people :  — 

This  Saminer  was  the  Severest  Drought  in  this  Country,  as 
has  STsr  been  known  in  Memory  of  y*  oldest  Persoos  among 
OS.  It  was  a  diy  Spring,  and  by  y*  latter  end  of  May  the  grass 

was  burnt  up  so  that  y*  ground  looked  white ;  and  it  was  y*  6th 
T>ny  of  July  before  any  Rnin  (to  speak  of)  oame.  The  Earth 
was  (Ined  like  Powder  to  a  <;rt'iit  depth,  and  many  Wells, 
Springs,  Brooks  &  small  Rivers  were  dried  up,  that  were  never 
known  to  fail  before.  And  the  Fish  in  some  of  y*  Riven  died. 
The  Pastmes  were  so  scorched  that  there  was  nothing  green  to 
be  seen,  and  the  Cattle  waxed  poor.  &  by  their  lowing  seemed 
to  call  upon  their  Owners  for  Relief,  who  could  not  help  them. 
Although  the  dxy  Grass  was  Eaten  so  close  as  that  there  was 
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Imt  ft  ffliw  thin  spives  to  be  ieen,  y«t  sevetil  ftotoiM  took  flve, 

and  burnt  fiercely.  My  Pasture  took  fire  near  y*  Bam  (by  a 
Boys  droping  a  Coal  of  fire,  aa  he  was  carrying  fire  to  y*  water- 
side) and  tlio'  there  eeenied  to  be  so  little  Grass,  yet  what  there 
wati,  aud  y*  ground,  was  so  dry  that  it  blazed  and  flushed  like 
Gim-Fowder,  and  nm  vcsy  faat  aluug  y*  ground,  and  in  one 
place  bnxnt  eome  feooe;  and  we  were  fovoed  to  woik  luud  to 
keep  it  ttom  y*  Barn,  &  to  extinguish  it ;  having  y*  help  of 
sundry  men  that  happened  to  be  here.  It  spread  over  about 
half  an  Acre  of  Ground  before  we  could  stop  it ;  and  where 
there  was  iunips  of  Cow-dung  it  would  burn  till  y*  whole  lump 
waa  CoDSiimed,  &  bum  a  hole  in  y*  ground;  and  we  were 
fotee  to  use  mnoh  water  to  qnench  it.  There  waa  a  gnat 
aoaieity  of  Hay,  being  bat  a  Ytvy  little  cut,  of  7*  flxat  Crop;  & 
Bait  marsh  failed  near  as  much  as  the  English  Meadow.  Knglii^h 
Hay  waa  then  Hold  for  £8  &  £3  10  old  tenor  per  Hundred. 
Barley  &  Oats  were  m  Pinched  that  many  had  not  iiiuch  more 
than  theii'  seed  again,  &  many  cut  dowu  their  S*^  Grain  before 
it  waa  ripe  for  Fodder.  Flax  almoat  wholly  failed,  aa  alao 
Herbe  ot  all  eorta;  and  Indian  Oon  Boiled  up  A  wilted;  and 
there  waa  a  melancbolly  prospect  of  the  greatest  Dearth  that 
ever  was  known  in  this  Land.  Tn  the  time  of  <>ur  fears  & 
Distress,  the  Government  ordered  a  Day  of  Public  Fasting  & 
Prayer ;  and  God  was  gmciousiy  pleased  to  hear  &.  Answer  our 
Prayers,  even  in  a  Teiy  remarkable  naamort  for  about  y*  6th  of 
July  the  oonne  of  j*  weather  altered;  and  there  oame  each 
plentlfiil  &  eeaaonable  Rains,  aa  quite  altered  y*  face  of  y* 
Earth;  and  that  Grass  which  we  generally  concluded  was 
wholly  dead,  and  could  not  come  again  under  several  Years, 
was  revived,  aud  there  was  a  good  second  Crop  of  Mowing ;  it 
looking  more  like  y*  Spring  than  that  season  of  y«  year :  and  y* 
Indian  CSom  recovered,  &  there  was  a  veiy  good  Harveet.  And 
whereas  it  was  thought  in  y*  fall  of  the  Year  that  a  multitude 
of  Cattle  must  Die  for  want  of  Meat,  insomuch  as  they  sent  & 
fetched  Tlaj^  from  England  ;  yet  God  in  his  Providence  Ortlcrcd 
us  a  moderate  Wiuler,  aud  we  were  carried  comfortably  through 
it ;  and  I  did  not  hear  of  many,  if  any,  Cattle  that  died.  But 
by  reaaon  of  ao  many  Cattle  being  killed  off  laat  fall,  Beef > 
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MattoD  &  Butter  are  now  in  May,  1 750,  very  dear :  Butter  is 
7s.  6d.  old  tenor  per  Poood.  Upon  j*  CSoming  of  Baiiui  4i 
BeiMwiiig  of  y*  Earth  last  fall,  the  Qovemment  appohited  a 
Day  of  Publick  ThankigMiig. 

*'  This  Summer  Tune  18th  waB  said  to  be  y*^  Hottest  0ay  that 
was  ever  known  in  y.  Northerly  part  ol  America.'* 

The  iBmooB  aimalist  paaeed  away  on  December  4tli  the 
foUowiug  year.  He  had  been  in  poor  health  for  some 
tune  s  but  the  nnfortunate  events  lecoided  on  a  preoeding 
page  caused  him  such  disappointment  thiit  they  prolxibly 
hastened  his  death.  His  '^Annals  of  the  Town  of  Dor- 
chester" liave  preserved  his  name  to  posterity,  and  he  will 
be  rememljered  long  after  those  who  cast  this  slight  upon 
him  are  forgotten. 

An  entry  under  date  of  1751  is  of  special  interest, 
and  explains  several  appaieut  iuconsibteucies  iu  regaid  to 
dates: — 

*'Thi3  Year  there  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  altering  y* 

Style  fi-fim  old  to  new,  and  that  y*  Ist  Day  of  January  should 
be  y**  first  Day  of  y*  i'ear.  The  11  Days  odda  were  taken  from 
Sepr.  1752." 

Fieviona  to  this  time  Harcb  25th  had  been  considerad 
as  the  fiist  day  of  the  year.  This  explains  tlie  confusing 
double  dates  which  are  often  found  in  regard  to  these  two 

periods. 

Sickness  agnin  ^dsited  the  town  in  1752,  an  epidemic  of 
pleurisy  and  nervous  fever  prevailing.  In  less  than  two 
mouths  fifteen  Dorchester  people  fell  victims  to  these 
diseases,  besides  those  who  died  from  other  causes.  Boston 
also  suffered  greatly  from  the  epidemic,  having  a  mor- 
tality of  624  in  a  population  of  16,784. 

An  effort  was  made  at  this  tame  by  the  people  of  Attle- 
boro',  Norton,  and  Easton  to  have  the  boundary  line  of  tho 
town  altered.  A  petition  was  sent  to  the  General  Courts 
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which  was  opposed  by  Dorchester,  Stoughtoiif  and  Wreo- 
iluunau  Owii^  to  the  oppositioiif  the  petition  was  dinaiased. 
1£  it  had  been  gmnted,  it  would  have  oost  Stoaghton  and 
Wrentham  sevetal  thousand  acres. 

On  June  18Ui  a  new  belP  was  hung  in  the  meeting- 
house. It  was  a  gift  from  the  Dorclie«tcr  Proprietors  to 
the  town,  and  -^vtu^  made  in  Bristol,  England.  This  bell  is 
still  in  use  in  the  baUry  of  the  First  Parish  Church, 
though  altei'ed  by  having  again  |>a8Med  through  the  fire, 
recasting  being  made  necessary  by  a  crack  which  appeared 
in  it  a  few  yean  agow 

The  period  from  1758  untO  1761  wae  a  tianqnil  one  for 
the  town,  Ix^iug  broken  only  by  the  earthquake  shook 
of  1755,  which  oaoaed  some  damage  in  Boston  and  its 
▼ieinity.  This  quiet  was  the  calm  Ixjfore  the  storm.  Tlie 
fuel  of  indep«'nd(>nce  had  already  been  gathered,  but  the 
spark  was  yet  to  be  aj)plietl. 

Dorchester  was  not  behind  Boston  in  the  part  she  took 
in  the  struggle  of  the  Bevolution,  which  began  with  the 
passage  of  the  Stamp  Aet  In  1766  Colonel  John  Robinaan, 
Doiobeater^a  leproaentative,  vaa  inatraoted  **to  use  the 
utmost  of  his  endeavors,  with  the  great  and  general  courti 
to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  late  parliamentary'  act  (always 
earnestly  asserting  our  rights  as  free-l)orn  Englishmen), 
and  his  b^t  skill  in  ])reventiug  the  use  of  stamped  paper 
in  this  goveinnient."  Even  at  this  late  dav.  we  may 
say,  the  thought  of  an  actual  ruptura  witli  irlugluud  had 
not  occurred  to  the  Piovinee ;  for  Iniiher  instructions  to 
the  Doieheater  leptesentatiTe  advised  him  to  manifesti  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  their  "utter  abhotrenoe  of  all 
touts,  riots,  tumulta,  and  unlawful  anemUies;  and  if  the 
laws  now  in  being  are  not  sufficient  to  suppress  such  high 
misdemeanors,  that  you  use  your  skill  and  interest  in 
making  such  laws  as  would  answer  such  a  salutary  pur> 
pose."  2 

i8cep«g»a4(K       sOof«faest«rTowiiBMordi,Tol.  ULp.  208. 
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In  1768  the  popular  Jolm  Hancock  was  charged  with 
smuggling  wine ;  but  as  it  wu  evidMit  tiiat  the  people 
would  nsiBt  the  amsti  it  was  postponed  until  the  airival 
of  the  tioope.  The  Muehal  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
Arodi  Thajer  hy  name,  wu  then  called  upon  to  perfonn 
the  act.  Thayer  tried  to  escape  from  performing  the  dift< 
agreeable  duty,  ns  he  was  on  good  terms  with  the  residents 
of  the  town;  but  iie  wan  o)>litje(l  to  olxjy  the  command  of 
his  superior.  He  was  well  known  to  Dorchester  people, 
as  he  was  a  reiiident  of  the  town  for  uiauy  years  before 
hlB  death,  and  was  va  object  of  much  cuiiooity  cai  account 
of  his  quaint  language  and  dieea.  Hie  oomniiaBion,  and  a 
mlYet  oar,  hia  badge  of  office,  were  depooited  witb  the 
Dorchester  Antiquarian  and  Historical  Society. 

When  the  General  Court  was  diesolTod,  this  same  year, 
and  Boston  recommended  a  convention  of  the  Province, 
Dorchester  voted  to  clioose  one  person  to  act  as  a  com- 
mittee in  convention,  with  such  committee  ivs  may  l>e  sent 
from  other  towuii  in  the  province,  in  order  that  such  meas- 
uiee  may  be  oonsulted  and  advised  as  his  majesty's  servioe 
and  the  peace  and  safely  of  his  subjects  in  this  prorince 
may  require." ' 

The  next  year  (1769)  an  association  was  formed  which 
was  called  ^^the  Union  and  Association  of  the  Sons  of 
Liberty  in  this  Province."  A  mcctin0  wius  held  at  the 
Liberty  Tree  in  Boston,  and  the  ImkIv  then  proceeded  to 
Robinson's  Tavern  in  iJorchester  to  dine.  A  huge  tent 
was  set  in  the  iieldf  underneath  which  over  three  hundred 
men  seated  themselTSS  to  a  sumptuous  repast  <rf  barbecued 
pig.  Toast  followed  toosti  each  one  being  more  patriotic 
than  the  preceding ;  but  the  dimaac  was  reached  when  one 
of  the  *'Sons  of  Liberty "  proposed  strong  halters,  firm 
blocks  and  sharp  aices  tO  aU  such  as  deserve  either."  The 
English  of  the  expression  is  a  trifle  doubtful,  but  the 
meaning  was  extremely  clear. 
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Whai  the  f ewtiDg  was  orer,  a  procesnini  mm  f ormedt 
beaded  by  John  Hancock  in  his  diariot.  The  affair  was 
(Muried  through  with  perfect  decorum,  and  in  spite  of  the 

huge  number  of  fifty-nine  tojisty  which  were  drank,  we 
are  informed  that  '*not  one  peittoa  was  intoxicatedf  or 
neiir  it."'  * 

In  1770  resolutions  were  passed  by  Dorchester  to  the 
effect  that  uo  artieleb  were  to  he  purchased  of  those  traders 
in  Boston  who  bad  yidtated  the  noiHmportation  agreement. 
Tbe  people  also  lesolyed  that  Wbereaa  a  duty  has  been 
laid  on  foreign  tea»  we  wiU  not  make  nse  of  it  in  onr 
&milies,  except  in  case  of  sickness*  till  the  duty  is 
tepealed.*'* 

Three  years  later,  on  January  4,  tlie  town  responded 
to  the  exposition  of  the  right.s  of  Ameiica,  which  was 
drawn  up  by  a  nonimittee  consisting  of  twenty-one  of  the 
citizens  of  lioftion.  Nine  resolutions  were  adopted  by 
Dorchester,  wliich  instructed  the  town's  representatives 
"to  join  in  any  motion  or  motions  in  a  constitatlQiiBl  way, 
to  obtsin  not  only  redress  of  the  afoiementi<med  grier- 
aaoes,  but  of  all  otheis,  and  that  tbey  in  no  wise  consent 
to  give  np  any  of  our  rightSy  whether  from  nature  or 
comi)act.'** 

As  the  year  came  to  a  close,  affairs  approached  nearer  to 
the  crisis.  The  difliculties  arising  from  obnoxious  taxation 
came  to  a  practical  issue  when  a  duty  was  placed  upon  tea. 
Lord  North  had  said  to  those  who  remonstrated  with  liiiii* 
*'  It  is  of  no  use  making  objections,  for  the  king  will  have 
it  so.  The  king  means  to  try  the  question.**  *  When  it 
was  learned  in  Boston  that  two  or  three  cargoes  of  tea 
were  aoon  to  arrive,  a  conunlttee  called  upon  the  oou' 
signees,  and  requested  them  to  refuse  to  accept  the  goods ; 

1  John  Adams's  Diary. 

*  Dorchester  Town  Records,  ToL  ill.  pi.  888. 

»  Ibid.  p.  880. 
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but  the  propcHiition  was  not  kindly  received.  Further 
actiou  vids  left  to  the  dihcretiou  of  a  Couiiuittee  of  (Jorrea- 
pondenee  appointed  by  die  people.  On  Novembw 
the  committeeB  which  represented  Dorohester,  Roxbuxy* 
Brookline,  and  Cambridge  met  tJie  Boeton  oommittee  in 
the  seleotmen'e  room  at  Faneuil  HalU  and  voted  unani* 
mously  to  prevent  the  landing  and  sale  of  the  tea. 

Six  days  after  this  important  meeting,  the  Dartmouth," 
the  first  oi  the  te;i  .sliip,s,  arrived.  Samuel  Adanus  imme- 
diately called  the  comuiittees  together  again,  to  meet  the 
citizens  of  Boston  in  Faneuil  HalL  This  was  the  famous 
gathering  which  was  adjoomed  to  meet  in  the  Old  South 
Church,  at  which  a  deciaiTO  Tote  was  passed,  supporting 
the  committees  in  tiieir  proposed  action.  On  November 
80,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Dorchester,  resolutions  being 
passed  to  the  effect  that  "should  this  country  be  so 
unhappy,  as  to  see  a  day  of  trial  for  the  recovery  of  its 
rights,  by  a  last  and  solemn  ai)peal  to  Him  who  gave  them, 
we  should  not  be  behind  the  bravest  of  our  patriotic 
brethren,  and  that  we  wiU  at  aU  times  be  ready  to  assist 
our  neighbozs  and  Mends,  when  they  shall  need  us,  though 
in  the  greatest  danger."  ^  A  few  days  later,  two  more  tea 
ships  arrived;  and  the  committees  already  mentioned, 
together  with  one  which  now  represented  Chariestown, 
held  frequent  meoting«.  The  tea  question  Iwcame  compli- 
cHt^'d.  Tlie  cnmnntt^^e  again  urged  the  rrinsi ranees  to  return 
tile  obnoxious  article  ;  the  Collector  refu.sed  to  clear  the 
ships  until  they  liad  discharged  the  tea;  the  Governor 
would  not  allow  them  to  pass  the  Castle  until  Hiej  were 
cleared.  There  seemed  to  be  no  peaceable  settlement  of 
the  di£Bottl<y,  so  the  committee  took  the  matter  into  its 
own  hands.  It  was  then  that  the  famous  Boston  Tea 
Party  occurred. 

A  du}'  or  two  after  this  event,  a  number  of  the  *'  Cape 
or  Narragam^ett  Indians "  vi.sited  the  house  of  Captain 
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Ebenezer  Withington,  which  stood  on  the  lower  road  from 
Boston  to  Ifiltou,  and  thnroughly  Maiehed  the  patmises 
for  a  chest  of  tea  whioh  was  reported  to  be  secreted  aboat 
the  place.  No  tea  was  forthcoming,  however,  so  the  party 

adjourned  to  the  house  of  old  Ebenecer  Withington,  at 
Sodom,  a  place  below  the  Dorchester  meetiug-boiiae,  where 
part  of  a  half-chest  was  found.  This,  the  old  man  claimed, 
had  been  cast  up  by  the  tide  on  Dorchester  Point.  While 
his  explanation  somewhat  modified  the  excitement  of  the 

Indians,*'  it  did  not  save  the  tea,  which  was  taken  to 
Boston  Cknnmon,  and  devoted  to  the  flames.  The  offender 
afterwards  made  a  public  apology  before  the  town  meeting. 

Dorohester  soon  took  further  messures  to  estsUish  its 
position.  In  1774  a  number  of  carpenters  were  employed 
to  build  barracks  for  the  British  soldiers  in  Boston. 
Among  them  were  several  workmen  from  Dorchester,  and 
these  men  were  urged  by  tlie  town  to  desist  from  their 
work,  or  else  incur  the  displcivsure  of  the  i)eople.  The 
suggestion  was  sufficient,  aud  from  that  time  any  bari-acks 
erected  for  British  occupants  were  Uie  work  of  other  than 
Dorchester  carpenters. 

Final  steps  wne  taken  tiiis  year  when  delegates  were 
chosen  by  Dorchester  to  attend  the  meeting,  at  Dedham, 
of  representatives  of  all  the  towns  in  Suffolk  County.  A 
few  weeks  later,  Captain  Lemuel  Robinson  wiis  appointed 
to  act  as  the  representative  of  Dorchester  in  the  General 
Court,  to  be  held  at  Salem.  He  was  authorized  to  meet 
the  other  representatives,  ^'to  act  upon  such  matters  as 
mi§^t  come  before  that  body,  in  such  a  manner  as  may 
appear  to  htm  conducive  to  the  true  interest  of  this  town 
and  province,  and  most  likely  to  preserve  the  liberties  of 
all  America."  * 

At  this  meeting  it  wa.s  voted  that  '*the  mem>>ers  afore- 
said do  now  resolve  themselves  into  a  ProAancial  Congress." 
The  formation  of  tliLs  lx)dy  followed  tlie  meeting  of  the 
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Contiiieiitiil  Coiigiett  at  Fhiladelphia  about  a  mimtfa,  and 
it  iras  tbe  fint  i^;olarly  oigaiiued  body  aaaemfaled  in  any 
of  the  States,  wbieh  assumed  legislative  powen  of  a 

revolutionary  character. ' 

In  1774,  also,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Dorchesti^r,  at 
which  a  coinnuttee  wa«  appointed  to  prepare  a  ILst,  to  be 
posted  up,  of  all  those  who  tiold  or  made  u^ie  of  East  India 
tea.  At  this  meeting  Dorchester  voted  to  pay  its  Province 
tax  to  Heniy  Qaxdner,  ot  Stow,  one  of  die  Stms  of  Lib- 
erty, instead  of  to  Harrison  Oray,  the  treasurer  under  tlie 
crown.  This  was  a  decided  step  for  the  town  to  take,  aa 
it  placed  itself  in  direct  defiance  tO  tile  ordetB  ol  the  king. 

On  March  10,  177o,  thi?  town  passed  a  vote  requiring 
every  inhabiUint  capable  of  |H.!rforniing  military  duty  to 
assemhle  on  a  certain  day  with  arms  and  ammunition,  in 
order  to  have  a  body  of  men  to  bo  called  upon  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  This  composed  the  body  known  as  minute 
men.** 

The  following  order  was  sent  out  by  the  Conunittee  of 
Safety.  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  is  dated  on  the  day  of 
the  Battle  o!  Bunker  Hill,  and  it  explains  the  reason  why 
the  Dorchester  company  did  not  take  part  in  that  memo* 
lable  event:  — 

Cjobbimn^  Jum  17, 1779. 
3b  lAc  CbmiiMmdiii^  d^fieir  of  tko  JRHUa  m  At  Tawm  tf 
Doreketter. 

Sir,  —  As  the  Troops  under  General  Ga^  are  moving  from 
Bojlon  into  the  Country,  yon  are,  on  the  Receipt  of  this,  im- 
mediately to  muster  the  Mcu  under  your  Coamiaud,  lee  tiiem 
properly  equipt,  and  narah  them  forthwith  to  Bozboxy. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Bbrja.  Whitb,  Chabnmm, 

This  was  at  the  time  when  the  fortidcations  on  Dorches- 
ter Neck  were  about  being  completed.  The  looation, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  South  Boston,  had  attracted  the 

1  Edward  SveMtf  ■  Fonrth  of  July  Ontion  at  Dorchester,  1866. 
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attention  of  the  Britkli  oilicoi^  from  the  iii'st ;  but  to  erect 
fortifications  there  with  safety  required  a  larger  foroe  than 
tlity  thon  had  at  tlieir  oommand.  Wliile  they  were  wait- 
ing for  reinf orcemeatB,  Gensxal  Waahiiigton  recognized  tbe 
value  of  the  position,  and  work  was  begun  immediately. 
This  foresight  on  tiie  jpart  of  Waaliingfcon  ondoabtedly 
saved  Boston  from  destruction. 

Wasliing-toii  weut  to  Dorchester  to  map  nut  the  work, 
and  selected  liie  farm  of  Captain  Joliii  Homans  from 
which  to  obtain  the  bundles  of  white  birch  fagotti,  to 
be  used  in  Imilding  the  fort  This  matexial  was  chosen 
as  the  ground  was  frozen,  and  any  attempt  to  erect 
earthworka  would  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
British.  More  than  this,  it  was  of  utmost  importanoe 
that  (derations  should  be  pushed  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible speed. 

A  detachment  of  a  lieutenant  and  thirty  men  was 
detailed  to  cut  the  fagots  and  m:iV:p  them  into  bundles, 
while  the  citizen?*  of  Dorchester  and  neighboring  towiu> 
assisted  by  carting  the  bundles  to  the  Heights.  It  is  said 
that  no  less  tiian  three  hundred  teams  were  used  that  night 
under  the  direction  of  James  Boies  of  Darohester  and  Mr. 
Ooddani  f  Brookline.  Strict  orders  were  given  that  no 
word  should  be  spoken  above  a  whisper;  and  the  attention 
of  the  British  was  directed  to  Cambridpfe  htmI  Roxbury, 
where  a  constant  cannonading  was  going  on.  It  seems 
almo»t  incredible  that  the  fortifieations  sliould  have  ]K:en 
completed  in  so  short  a  time.  Geneiul  Washington  was  so 
sure  that  the  act  would  bring  on  a  battle  that  he  had  two 
thousand  bandages  prepared.  When  the  moxning  hroket 
and  the  British  saw  what  the  brave  patriots  had  effected, 
admiration  for  their  pluck  and  energy  made  them  forget 
for  a  moment  that  it  wjus  the  work  of  the  enemy.  "  Tlie 
rebels  liave  done  more  in  one  niglit,"  said  General  Howe, 
*'than  my  army  would  liave  done  in  a  whole  month." 
Agaui,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  he  said,    It  must 
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iiave  been  the  employment  of  at  least  twelve  thousand 
men.'* 

Hie  looatiim  of  Nook*8  Hill,  an  elevation  about  half  a 
mile  from  tiie  Heights,  was  an  important  one  for  a  batteryv 

because  of  its  proximity  to  Boston.  It  rose  more  than 
fifty  feet  above  the  sea,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  both 
the  British  General  Howe  and  General  Washington.  The 
Continental  Army  made  the  first  move,  however,  and,  on 
March  9,  1776,  General  Washington  sent  a  detachment  to 
begin  opemtioiis. 

It  WW  a  hitterly  oold  night»  and  after  working  for  a 
few  houzs  the  soldieiB  had  almost  perished.  Their  suffering 
made  them  foiget  for  a  mommt  the  utmost  importance  of 
porauing  their  work  secretLy,  and  they  rashly  started  a  fire« 
around  which  they  endeavored  to  thaw  out  their  benumbed 
limlj«.  The  smoke  and  the  fire  immediately  disclosed  their 
position  to  the  British  in  Boston,  and  a  severe  cannonading 
wiuH  the  result.  It  was  from  the  British  batterv  located 
near  what  is  now  tiie  corner  of  Washington  and  Dover 
Streets  tliat  the  principal  fire  was  direetedi  and  four 
eoldien,  besides  a  sugeon  named  Dole,  paid  for  their 
imprudenoe  with  their  lives. 

The  next  day  a  council  of  war  was  held  in  Roxbury,  at 
the  headquarters  of  General  Ward ;  and  after  thoroughly 
discussi'np'  the  perils  of  the  work  it  was  decided  that 
"Nook's  Hill  must  and  shall  be  fnitiih'd  at  all  hazards." 
As  a  result  of  this,  (jeneral  Thoimiri  wiis  seat  from 
Roxbury  with  twenty-five  hundred  men,  to  take  possession 
of  Dorchester  Heights.  It  was  moonlight,  and  the  men 
worked  all  night  without  disooreiy.  By  morning  an 
excellent  coyer  had  been  thrown  up,  and  the  fortifloatioDs 
wne  complete*  As  soon  as  this  was  discovered,  Howe 
determined  to  attack  the  Heights  by  a  front  and  flank 
movement.  Washington  reinforced  Thomas,  and  at  the 
same  tinie  arranged  to  move  on  Boston  by  boats  across  the 
Back  Bay.    The  Britisli,  on  their  part,  dropped  down  on 

8 


Uigitizea  by  <jOOgle 


134 


GOOD  OLD  DOBCHJ&STEB. 


£1771. 


tnospoits  to  the  Castie;  bat,  fortoiuitely  lor  tlie  Ameii- 
eaust  a  Btotm  delayed  liieir  pnjeeted  atfaek,  and  gave 
time  to  inoieaBe  the  delenoes. 

General  Howe  now  saw  that  occupation  of  the  Heights 
by  the  Britisli  w.us  out  of  the  question,  and  lUao  that  to 
remain  in  Boston  waa  perilous  when  the  Continental  Army 
had  entire  command  of  Boston  Neck  ami  the  south  end  of 
tlie  town;  he  therefore  decided  to  evacuate  Botitou.  iien- 
enl  Burgoyne  had  suggested  the  oceupation  of  the  Heights 
faj  the  British  -veiy  soon  after  the  battle  of  Buxiker  Hill, 
and  told  Gage  and  Howe  in  June,  1775«  that  if  the  Royal 
Army  was  ever  fomed  to  evacuate  Boston,  it  would  be 
owing  to  the  poesessioa  of  Doxchester  Heights  by  the 
"  rebel "  army. 

The  selectmen  of  Boston  luul  agret  1  tn  uliow  Howe  to 
leave  the  town  unmolested,  provided  he  did  no  injury  him- 
self i  and  he  was  now  in  a  position  to  accept  thene  terms. 
Washington  had  not  agreed  to  them,  Imt  aoquiesoed 
silently.  The  American  general,  however,  wished  him 
to  leave  immediately,  eo  pushed  his  batteries  nearer 
Boston  from  the  Dorchester  side,  at  Nook^s  HiU*  Una 
was  sufficient  to  show  Howe  the  need  of  being  expeditious. 
At  daybreak,  oti  the  17th  of  March,  he  began  to  embark 
his  troops,  and  by  nine  o'clock  tlie  la.st  vessel  w;vs  filled. 
Tile  number  on  board  these  ships  included  alx)Ut  eleven 
thousand  able-bodied  seamen,  and  nearly  a  thousand 
refugees. 

The  advance  guards  of  the  Continental  Anny  at  onee 
entered  the  British  works  on  the  several  sides,  but  the 

diips  were  allowed  to  sail  down  the  harl>or  unmolested. 
That  night  the  British  blew  up  Castle  William ;  and  the 
vessels  leathered  together  in  Nantasket  Roads,  remain- 
ing there  t^n  (la\s,  and  causing  Washington  no  little 
anxiety.  He  Nviote  to  Quincy,  at  Braintree,  to  have 
all  the  roads  from  the  landing  patrolled,  lest  the  British 
should  send  Sfiea  into  the  ooontry.    By  the  27th  all 
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but  a  few  anned  vessels,  wliicli  remained  to  see  that  no 
assLitaace  bhouid  be  rendered  the  Americans  by  any  foi-eign 
powei^i  lud  sailed  to  HalilBX.  There  was  little  need  of 
leaTing  behind  as  many  yeasels  as  they  did,  as  one  or  two 
would  have  been  entiiely  snffieient  to  prevent  any  mischief 
of  this  kind ;  but,  as  a  writer  has  since  said,  A  latalitf,  a 
kind  of  absurdity,  or  rather  stupidity,  marked  every  action 
of  the  British  commandeiB-in-ohief  during  the  whole  of  the 
American  war." 

Had  the  attack  been  made,  Wauhingtou  relied  upon 
Thomas  to  hold  the  Heigiitc^,  while  he  himself  would  have 
made  an  assanlt  on  the  western  side.  He  had  two  divisions 
of  boops  ready  at  tike  mouth  of  the  Charles  River,  whioh 
oomprised  four  thousand  men  imder  the  eomnuind  of 
Greene  and  Sullivan.  Greene's  division  was  to  have 
landed  near  where  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
now  stands,  and  Sullivan's  farther  south,  at  the  powder- 
house,  and  to  seize  the  hill  on  the  Common.  If  these 
divisions  were  successful,  they  were  to  unite,  march  upon 
the  English  works  «t  the  Neck,  and  let  in  the  troops  from 
Roxbuiy.  Three  floating  batteries  were  to  precede  tliein, 
and  dear  the  way  in  adTanoe. 

A  great  town  meeting  was  held  in  Dorchester,  on  May 
28, 1776,  to  decide  what  stand  should  be  taken  in  siqyport- 
ing  the  actions  of  the  C'ontinei'tnl  (\iii<rresR.  This  ww  at 
best  a  mere  fonnalitv,  as  Dorches'oi  K;iil  in;u]t^  it  evident 
that  any  measure  wliith  tended  toward  liberty  would 
receive  its  uuqualitied  support.  However,  the  sentiment 
of  the  meelang,  *^  that  if  the  Continenta]  Congress  should 
think  it  beet  to  declare  an  independency  with  Great 
Britain,  we  will  so^oit  thran  with  our  lives  and  ^minines,'* 
settled  any  doubts  which  might  have  existed.  When  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  made  six  weeks  later,  it 
was  transcribed  in  full  on  the  Town  Kt'cords. 

This  was  by  no  means  tlie  only  meeting  held  l)v  the 
town  during  the  stirring  times  of  the  Revolution.  Most 
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of  tlMm,  however,  wen  lor  the  single  pmpose  of  urging 
men.  to  enlist  in  the  eimy.  Dorcheeter  was  aaked  to  f  ur> 

nish  men  to  go  to  New  York,  Canada,  Rhode  Island^  Long 
jbland,  PeekskiU,  West  PoiiiU  and  on  other  expeditioiiB; 
and  the  town  exerted  itself  to  ius  utmost  to  answer  the 
calls.  In  17T7  a  lx)nnty  of  one  huntlred  dollars  was 
offered  by  the  lowu  U)  every  mim  who  would  enlist  for 
three  yeai-s,  m  addition  to  the  regular  wages  |>aid  by  the 
eolonies.  Large  boimtieB  were  also  offered  thaae  who 
enlisted  lor  shorter  periods.  To  meet  fliese  expenses,  it 
was  found  neoessaiy  to  aufhmize  tibe  treasurer  to  borrow 
money,  and  many  of  the  townspeople  assisted  by  giving 
from  their  personal  estates.  Some  of  them  went  so  far, 
indeed,  that  they  actually  suffered  from  their  liberality, 
not  Im  Iiil:  ti  le  to  obtain  even  the  necessities  of  life.  All 
this  w.us  hiHiie  with  the  characteristic  fortitude  and  cour- 
ts winch  tlie  Dorchester  people  liad  di^^played  from  the 
first.  The  part  taken  by  the  wives  and  dau^ters  in 
enoouiaging  the  efforts  of  the  men,  uiging  them  to  stand 
by  the  eause  of  liberty  and  right  in  spite  of  everyddng,  k 
worthy  of  more  than  passing  mention,  aa  it  had  no  little 
bearing  on  the  determined  attitude  assumed. 

In  1777  a  third  of  the  men  alxive  sixteen  years  of  age 
were  enrolled  in  the  army,  antl  tbe  i)roportion  was  largely 
increased  as  hostilities  became  more  o|>en.  It  is  estimated 
that  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  served  in  some 
capacity  during  the  war,  and  several  of  the  townspeople 
took  an  impcnrtant  part  in  the  struggle. 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  the  members 
of  the  Dorchester  company,  which  assembled  on  April  19, 
177;3,  the  diiy  of  the  Twittle  of  Lexint^ton.  This  list,  and 
the  succeeding  ones,  are  taken  from  the  History  of  Dor- 
chester" (1859):  — 

Captain  Oliver  Billinj^.  Sergeant  Timofliy  Rabpr. 

Lieutenant  Lemuel  Clap.  Sergeant  Henrjr  Humphreys. 

Sad  liMtesMit  Sdwnrd  Gkmr.  Corjionl  JcIib  Billings. 

EiwIgB  Sbeaeaer  Glovw.  Cwftmi  TiioiDas  Bird. 
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£benezer  Atberton. 

.natnaniel  Clap. 

Asa  Horton. 

yoon  AtDerton. 

i^emuei  MUiin. 

ueremmn  niini. 

Jamoi  Bifcer,  Jr. 

fiamTinl  Cibl 

■»  irsi*«k 

Samuel  Hrirher. 

hamnel  Crosby. 

Ebonezer  MaxfiaU. 

John  iiulingB. 

Isaac  Darcnport. 

Lujah  1  ope. 

Lemuel  Duungs. 

Joseph  Davenport. 

£ujab  rope,  Jr. 

AOMi  Jttra< 

nui  jjavis. 

iWUpn  JrOpOL 

Ctlljali  Dlrll. 

j>  oau  J.  orrey. 

JSCOO  DuUa 

Dftuiel  h  aim* 

«ionn  Y  augnp. 

•KMMUUUl  niFlL 

JMse  r  ennob 

tfoanna  fruiiams. 

Swnuet  Bird. 

Jonathan  Fesaoiidoii. 

Thomas  Williams. 

Samuel  Blackmail. 

.\Iexanik'r  GlofW. 

Ichabod  Wiswall. 

fiamuel  Champne/. 

Ezra  Glover. 

Elijah  Withiogtoo. 

EBdttClap. 

Blbbft  Crhmr. 

tHM^NI  WmiltgiOB. 

finmCUp. 

.Tosiah  Glovor* 

Jofefih  WitUofloii,  Jr. 

Paul  llall. 

Janea  Wood. 

John  Hawse. 

In  addition  to 

the  names  given  above,  the  following 

persons  from  DorcbcNster  served  in 

the  war  in  some 

capacity :  — 

John  Acklea*;. 

Jonathan  Blake. 

Seth  Crane. 

William  Adams. 

Lemuel  Blake. 

Samuel  CrchcHre. 

Immc  Allen. 

Nathaniel  Bbke. 

Bonajah  Davaiiporl. 

Saaniel  Allen. 

Samuel  fflaks. 

Creorge  Davanport. 

Samuel  Allen,  Jr. 

William  BlaVe. 

Isaac  Shaw  Davenport 

Ebeoezer  Atberton. 

Jonathan  iiradley. 

Joseph  Davenport. 

Jflbo  AHmfImi* 

Halluui  Bndbgr. 

Jodali  Davaaport. 

Thomas  Baker. 

Bernard  Capeo. 

Samuel  Davenport. 

Isra»'!  B«-als. 

Ephraim  Capeo. 

EbcncTCT  Davis. 

Lcmuci  iiilliog*. 

Jolin  Capen,  Jr. 

Pearson  £aton. 

DHiMBkii. 

Samnd  ClwaipiMf. 

JoaapbEDia. 

Edward  Bird. 

Abner  Clap. 

WnUamFarria. 

Henry  Bird. 

David  Clap,  Jr. 

Enoch  FVnno. 

Ileorjr  Bird,  Jr. 

Kljcnezer  Clap. 

JoUd  Fling. 

jMebBifd. 

Ebenanr  Ckp,  Jr. 

Jelm  Foatar. 

Jonathan  Bird*  Jr* 

Ezra  Clap. 

John  Foster,  Jr. 

Joseph  Bird. 

Jonathan  Clap,  Jr. 

Stephen  Fowler. 

Thomas  Bird. 

Nathaniel  Clap. 

Stephen  Fowler,  tertius. 

John  TOirVmaw 

William  Cole. 

Jolia  Gamal^. 

Samuel  BlackoM. 

Sanmol  CoolidgB, 

Alexander  Glover. 

James  Blake. 

David  Crane. 

Edward  Glover. 
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JamM  Goolejr. 

James  M'CUry. 

Ezekiel  Tileston. 

•lUinB  wFOBD* 

JolmMellish 

Elijah  Tolnwii. 

Rufns  ^lulliver. 

I  I^'zcklah  Read  Miller. 

Thomas  Tolman 

liezekiahR.  Miller,  Jr.  l^aUianiei  TopliS. 

Vf  lUlMn  JXMRnt* 

Jeremiah  M'latotlii 

ttanlMn  lory. 

wiiiwiw  mijnMii* 

JDaZwOOIOHDBvF  jaOQP« 

Wiiiiani  J.TBScotti 

1  nomas  nolman. 

Jonathan  Nash* 

t)onn  1  rcscott. 

jrewr  viuos. 

joeajaaun  irott. 

MJunm  ttonon. 

■MnuKoan  nwuta. 

Amdnw  Turner* 

AMllVW  uqpuL 

loomas  irliilttpi* 

Joseph  l^imor* 

James  Hnmphrcy. 

iTohn  I'bip?. 

cfODn  «  atii^nan. 

JJ>thMU'l  liumphrey. 

Lemuel  Pierce. 

Geoi^  Vose. 

WlJlttiii  Uampnrey. 

AapUuui  rieroo> 

wuiuuB  vosa> 

T  UmmA 

tMM|HI  Ullllt* 

xilijati  rope. 

Xdbenezer  WaUBk 

Denjamtn  iratb 

Jonn  Wales. 

Jirfin  Jeakins. 

GHUIIIiei  JTWSiwOi 

XMatnanie*  vvajes. 

AvOKWI  vOBUBOB* 

waooo  ninflaiii 

•loui  vraien. 

Jolui  Joluuoo* 

ouDuei  luucuiia 

Tsoah  Whitcr^nih. 

Kbcuez^r  K.UtoD|  Jr. 

Capt.  John  Robinson. 

Noah  Whitoomb,  Jr. 

iianiM  limoB. 

Jonadian  Serer. 

Uoses  WhHe. 

wonn  ivuion* 

James  Sheman. 

Thomas  White. 

oaiuuel  Kilton. 

Lemnel  Spur. 

Joseph  Wiltiams. 

Lemuel  King. 

Daniel  Stoddard. 

Thomas  WUUams. 

Bdwwd  Stow  LMib. 

i/ienwn»  omiiwr* 

Abraham  Wibon. 

Josiah  Leeds. 

Rufus  Samoar. 

John  Wiswall. 

Nathan  Leeila. 

Micha  Symonds. 

Edward  Withington. 

James  Lewis. 

George  Taylor. 

Capi.  John  Withington. 

Benjandn  Ljroa. 

Jasanlah  Tbajrar. 

Laamel  Wtthiagtoo. 

Lenmal  Lyon. 

S.-imuel  Thayar. 

Samoel  Withington. 

Ebcnef  er  Maxfield. 

WUUam  Thamiim. 

Whm  tiie  town  called  for  volunteeis  to  enlist  for  the 
ninforcement  of  the  Contiiiental  Ansy^  on  July  4»  1780« 
offering  theni  £250  j>er  month,  in  the  depreolated  omrencyi 
these  additional  names  were  enrolled :  — 


Samuel  Babcock. 
Prince  Darhy. 
Esra  KimbeL 
CharlasKfaig. 
Thomas  Smith. 
£lisba  Spur. 


James  Spur. 
Ce«ar  Thacher. 
James  Tileston. 
Timothy  Wales,  —  in 

Co!.  Cram'a  ng,  of 

ArtilL 


Samuel  White. 
Thomas  White. 
William  White. 
John  Wiswall,  Jr. 


Uigiiizea  by  LiOOglc 


PBOVnrOlAI.  TOIBB. 


141 


Aiiioug  those  who  eulisted  in  Captain  Lemuel  Clap's 
oompauy  are  loUowing.  The  preceding  lists  conttUn 
the  names  of  many  olfaoni  who  served  in  diis  eompany : 


Swnoel  Andrawa. 
WiUam  Badcoek. 
DtiriA  Bftkar. 

G«or!^  Raker. 
BedmoD  Barrj. 
Alpheui  BatM. 
Elisha  Bates. 
TMsh^,  Batea^  Jr. 
iiethBeab. 
jsawsra  nwTjt 
Lanuel  HiUinga,  Jr. 
Aaron  Bird. 
Comfort  Bird. 
Bdvarcl  fiird»  Jr. 
iMac  Bird. 
Jonathan  Bird. 
Joseph  Bird,  Jr. 
LmanA  Bird. 
Mom  Bbekman. 
Samuel  Blackman. 
WUliam  Blancj. 
Zeduuiah  Boetwick. 
Christopher  C^Mii. 
John  Capen. 
Thomas  CarrieU 
Dmrld  Clap. 
Edward  Clap. 
Ezekiel  Clap. 
John  Ciap. 
JoMthan  Clap. 
LMBiiel  Clap. 
Lemnel  Clap,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Clap. 
SanradClap. 


Supply  Clap. 
Thoniai  Clapb 

Lemuel  CoUyw. 
Zebulon  Crane. 
William  Crouch. 
Inae  Davenport. 
Nehemiah  Davis. 
Francis  De  Lurf 
Benjamin  Dickerman. 
PSid  Dvaper* 
John  Rngliiih* 
Daniel  Faim. 
Edward  Felt. 
WilUam  Foalar. 
Samuel  Gilei. 
Enoch  Glover. 
Enoch  Glover,  Jr. 
Naduudfll  Glovar. 
John  Gof!. 
John  IIawi'8. 
Jacob  Uayward. 
Nathaaid  Heakgr. 
Thomas  Hewitt. 
Jonas  Uum|)hr(?y. 
Gershom  Jackson. 
Ebeneser  Kflloo. 
Thomas  Leeds. 
Joshua  IxjvelL 
David  Lyon. 
'filiphalBt  LyoB. 
Joaepli  M'Lellaa. 
Ephraira  Mann. 
William  Mann. 
Joiha  Maxield. 


John  Maraw. 
Ssnmat  Msfanr. 
William  Hmw. 

Ebenexer  Moal^. 
fiamnel  MimIov. 
Tbomai  Hodoj. 

Silas  Mies. 

Samuel  Fa/Bon. 
Bbeoeseir  FtaroSh 
Samuel  Pieroe. 
Joshua  Pond. 
David  Fratt. 
David  Riohaidai 
Elisha  Seaver. 
William  Sharp. 
Thomas  Shed. 
Benjamin  Strattoa. 
Tfanotby  Tilestoo. 
Edward  Tucker. 
John  Wales. 
Joaathaii  Waka. 
Jonah  Wanl. 
Joseph  Webb. 
Jame«  White. 
John  Wlghen. 
John  Williams. 
Epliraim  Wilson. 
Ichabod  WiswaU. 
OUver  WlswaU. 
Ebenezer  Withingtoa. 
James  Withington. 
Joseph  Withington, 
Jowph  WUhhigton,  Jr. 


The  town  held  a  meeting  July  12,  1779,  and  voted  to 
sup{}ort  the  niefisnres  advocated  at  a  meeting  held  in 
Boston  a  moutli  before.    This  was  for  the  purpose  of  ilx- 
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ing  prices  on  the  principal  articles  of  trade,  and  to  prevent 
the  depreciation  of  the  Continental  currency.  All  efforts 
to  prorent  the  latter  eatastioplie  were  to  no  avail. 

In  1780  tlie  town  oould  enlist  no  more  volunteen,  and 
dxafting  bad  to  be  leeorted  to  in  order  to  raise  die  4,726 
men  required  by  a  law  passed  June  22.  If  any  man 
was  drafted  who  was  unable  to  serve,  or  who  did  not 
pass  muster,  he  was  to  hire  some  able-bodied  man  to  take 
his  place,  or  else  pay  a  fine  of  I|i50.  This  fine  was 
not  excessive  when  the  depreciation  of  the  Continental 
currency  is  taken  into  consideration.  On  December  26 
it  was  voted  to  laiae  X40,000  to  pordiaBe  beef  for  the 
a«ny.  The  treaBQier*8  reports  show  the  following  vematlc* 
able  entry,  which  further  shows  the  depreciation :  **  There 
being  due  the  tressnrer  the  sum  of  £8,218  2b.  4d.,  or 
£109  lis.  6d.  in  specie." 

In  spite  of  the  terrible  hardships  incident  to  the  war, 
there  was  a  bright  side  to  the  conflict.  We  are  apt  to 
think  of  these  early  patriots  as  looking  entirely  on  the 
serious  side  of  tilings ;  so  important  was  the  part  they 
played,  and  80  severe  the  diffienlties  which  opposed  them. 
As  a  matter  of  fiiet,  however,  theee  very  things  bonnd 
them  doBer  together,  and  gained  them  friendships  which 
were  as  enduring  as  they  were  delightful.  Particularly  is 
this  true  of  the  men  who  stood  side  by  side  in  the  battles 
of  the  Revolution.  The  follnwing'  anecdote  shows  tliat 
in  one  instance  at  leiust  these  fnendshipe  had  also  a  hu- 
morous side.  Two  Dorchester  soldiers,  John  Black  man 
and  Joseph  Whiston,  fought  together  at  West  Point,  and 
at  the  dose  of  the  war  were  dischaiged  together.  They 
had  a  long  journey  to  take  on  foot  before  they  oonld 
reach  home,  and  little  ready  money  at  their  disposal. 
Alter  inTich  r!eliberation  they  purchased  together  one 
canteen  full  of  rum,  and  started  for  Dorclicst<?r.  As 
Blackman  was  th«'  yonngest,  he  claimed  that  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  carry  the  canteen.   He  soon  outwalked  his  fellow- 


Uigitizea  by  Google 


FBOTXHOIAL  TIMBS. 


148 


truveUert  who,  seeiug  iuiu  upon  a  hill  in  advance,  called 
to  him,  and  suggested  that  he  wait  a  few  momeiit»,  bo 
they  could  have  a  drink  togefher.  Blackmaa  zeplied  tliat 
he  would  stop  at  the  next  honee,  where  he  could  ohtatn 
water.  When  the  house  was  xeached  Whistoti  found  the 
water,  but  no  mm,  as  his  comrade  had  not  waited  for  him. 
He  hurried  on  after  him,  and  occasionally  came  within 
hailing  distance  of  Rlaeknian,  but  nhvays  received  the 
6ame  reply,  that  he  would  stop  at  tiie  next  house.  It  is 
needleas  to  say  that  he  never  kept  hia  word,  and  the  dis- 
tance between  West  Point  and  Dorchester  was  covered  in 
this  novel  manner.  Blaokman  kept  out  of  his  angry  com- 
xade's  way  as  long  as  possihle ;  but  one  day  they  met  in 
Boxbuxy,  and  Whiston  asked  him  to  explain  his  oondnot, 
and  deUver  over  half  the  rum.  Blackman  replied  that 
there  was  no  rum  left,  a.s  he  had  drank  it  all,  and  more 
than  that,  there  )i;\d  not  been  half  enough  rh  it  was. 
Whiston  then  asked  him  if  he  would  not  pay  him  for  his 
share;  but  the  reply  wati,  "is'o,  I  think  I  earned  it  by 
carrying  it." 

At  tiie  olose  of  the  war,  ti^ther  with  their  other  dis- 
disiged  ocmixades,  the  Dorchester  soldieiB  retomed  to 
their  homes.  Many  of  them  were  in  poor  health,  and 
move  were  almost  penniless;  but  their  efforts  had  been 

rewanled  by  victory,  and  they  cared  little  for  their  imme- 
diate condition,  so  long  lus  lilx^rty  liad  been  obtained. 

The  exciting  incidents  of  the  years  immediately  ])reced- 
ing  and  during  the  Revolution  are  likely  to  make  us  forget 
that  other  events  had  been  taking  place  in  Dorchester, 
which,  while  not  as  important  as  those  which  have  recently 
claimed  our  attention,  still  have  no  small  bearing  upon  tiie 
history  of  the  town.  While  we  are  waiting  for  Dorchester 
to  settle  do>vn  after  the  terrilAe  strain  it  had  just  passed 
through,  let  us  take  a  brief  look  Iwickwards. 

In  1778  the  Church  Ix-c  une  involved  in  a  controversy 
with  its  pastor.  Rev.  i^lr.  Bowman,  which  resulted  in  his 
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dunmasal  after  a  ministiy  of  nearly  forl7«lbiir  jwtBf  and 
Bey.  Moses  Everett  was  ebosen  Ms  auoeessor.   In  1776  a 

census  was  taken  of  the  town,  wbioh  showed  i^t  UierB 
were  291  families  and  1550  persons  within  the  limits.  A 
year  later,  in  the  inicLst  of  the  trouhled  times  of  tlie  Revo- 
lution, the  town  onlered  a  general  inoculation  to  prevent 
gmall-pox.  Certain  houses  of  the  inliabitants  were  selected 
for  hospitals,  and  all  persons  who  desired  to  be  inoculated 
were  to  present  Uiemselves  at  one  of  the  places  designated. 
Dr.  Fhineae  Holden  waa  in  charge  of  the  patients.  Dr. 
Holden  was  a  son  of  Dr.  William  Hdden,  who  began 
business  in  Dordiester  soon  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Elijah 
Danforth.  He  oontiniied  his  {uraetice  in  the  town  until 
his  death  in  1819. 

The  second  period  of  tlie  history  of  the  town  closes 
with  the  records  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  If  the 
events  ol  the  first  peikMl  were  important  in  laying  the 
fbundatiw  of  the  CSolony,  of  what  greater  importance 
were  the  transaotioDa  ol  the  second  period^  wbidi  made  it 
possible  for  the  people  to  enjoy  the  noble  labors  of  ib/m 
ancestors.  The  town  was  now  a  part  of  a  Common- 
wealth, wliicli,  in  turn,  was  a  section  of  a  great  Republic, 
who»e  principles  were  founded  upon  lilHjrty  and  indepen- 
dence.  A  cliange  more  mighty  than  any  preceding  one 
had  come  over  the  people,  blending  their  characteristics 
into  a  powerful  force,  which  made  them  a  new  race :  — 


« 


Behold  I  in  Liberty's  unciouded  blaze 
We  lift  oar  lieada,  a  nwa  of  other  dsji." 
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FROM  THE  REVOLUTION  TO  THS  REBELUON.  1784-im 

IE  tliiid  period  of  tiiis  namtiTe  liistoiy 
brings  the  lecordB  of  the  town  iritlun  the 
memoiy  of  tiie  pmeent  generation.  The 
early  years  are  unimportant  from  an  exter- 
nal standpoint,  but  from  within  can  be  seen 
the  immediate  struggle  to  recover  from 
the  unprecedented  strain  the  people  hud  passed  through. 
The  early  hardships  had  been  almost  too  great  to  be 
endured;  the  French  and  Indian  wan  had  made  the  set- 
tlers feel  anzioiiB  and  depieeeed;  nokneas  and  peetilenoe 
had  stricken  down  many  of  the  most  valuaUe  citizens; 
Imt  never  before  in  its  history  had  the  resources  of  the 
town  l^en  drawn  upon  so  heavily  for  supplies  and  men  as 
daring  the  War  of  tlie  Revolution.  The  recovery  was 
naturally  slow  and  tedious.  The  lass  of  so  large  a  ])ro- 
portion  of  the  male  population  seriously  crippled  the 
industiiest  and  made  it  necessary  to  make  extra  exertions 
to  support  the  widows  and  .children  of  those  who  had 
&nen  during  the  war. 

Scarcely  had  tiie  town  made  an  ajqmoiable  gain  in 
repairing  the  damages  of  the  momentous  struggle  when  it 
was  called  upon  to  do  its  part  in  putting  down  Shays's 
Rebellion,  which  in  1787  threatened  serious  consequences. 
The  response  was  prompt,  and  a  large  numlxer  of  men 
were  sent  to  the  front.    The  following  are  the  names  of 
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the  soldtexB  in  iSm  company  €f  artillery  commanded  bjr 
Captain-Iieatenant  Thomas  WOliamsi  which  served  under 
the  orders  of  Hon.  MajoivGrenetal  Lincoln.  These  liata 
are  taken  from  the  ^  Hiatoxy  of  Doioheater  *'  (1869) : — 


CapU  Lt.  Thomas  WilUiBfi 

2d  Lieut.  John  Swift. 
2d  Lieat.  AaroQ  liird. 
8erg^  Naihuifll  WtBsUfk. 

SergH  David  Pratt. 
Serg't  Jamefi  Lewis. 
Bomb^urdier  Daniel  IStoddard. 


Bonbudier  Ssmael  Griggi. 

Bombardier  Elielia  CraiM. 
Bombardier  Edward  Cll^ 
FBer  Thnuu  Herenuui. 
DmBBMr  ——  Organ. 

Mattrons  Royal  Shepherd. 
Mattross  EJicnuzcr  Davis. 


£dmiuid  iiaker. 

Edward  Bodge. 

John  Brewer. 
Tbaddeos  Brewer. 
John  Clftp. 

Eliaha  Crane. 
Stephen  Davi*. 
J<Ain  Dove. 


Edward  Glover,  Jr. 
Samiel  Glover. 
John  Goffe,  Jr. 
Solomon  Hall. 
Samuel  Holden,  Jr. 
Edwards.  Leedi. 
WiUlMi  Msnrougli. 

Thomas  Mayo. 
John  Mears,  Jr. 
William  HeUen. 


Samuel  Mo£le^-. 
Snmel  Ifwdodc. 
DttidBusaeL 
Ebenezffr  Scott. 
Richard  Trow. 
David  Weitt,  Jr. 
Joseph  Whittomore. 
Daniel  Wis  wall. 
William  \\  tiliingtoo. 


A  still  larger  number  of  Dorchester  soldiers  enli-sknl  la 
Capiaiu  Janie^i  liobinson's  comjiany,  which  belonged  to  the 
regiment  eommanded  hy  Ezia  Badhun,  Esq.  The  list  ia 
as  follows: — 


Cbpt  Jainea  RobinKm. 
Uiot.  ThoouM  UoAef, 

Lieut.  Jaeob  fiill.* 
Serg't  Maj.  Nathan  Leeds. 
Q.  H.  S.  Jflinea  Daveapoii. 
Serg't  John  Trescott. 
Serg't  Xathl  Kejret.* 

Samuel  Bailcock.* 
James  Baker. 
Hbiei  Bdebnr.* 
Shepherd  Bent* 
John  Bird. 
Lemuel  Blackmao. 
Semnel  Capen. 


Serg't  Isaac  Thornton.* 

Serg't  Wm.  Chambers. 
Corp.  George  Manning. 
Coirp.  John  Withipgton. 
Ca^  Daniel  Withington. 

Corp.  Jolin  AtheringtoD. 
Coll.  Clerk  Richard  Trow. 


Khenpzer  Clap. 
John  Clap. 
Lemnd  ColliiBr. 
Samuel  Chp,  Jr. 

T.iifher  Crane.* 
Vose  Crane.* 
ZibeCraae.* 


,Ti|l;n  Cox. 

£^ward  Cysoo. 
Ebeneier  Dmidck. 

.Tosepb  Fiiitia* 
Michael  Field. 
John  Garch.* 
Alexuder  Glover. 
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John  Hail.  WiUiaui  Morru.  Eleazer  Tha^-er. 

William  Harding.  Samuel  Fayacm.  Joaiah  Thmnpniii. 

Abel  Hersey.  Abraham  Pierce  Jo«eph  Tamer. 

James  Holdcn.  James  Richards.  Alexander  Vom* 

Silas  Hoten(Stougbiou).  :3amuel  Kichards.*  Jotham  Wheelwright. 

John  Room  Hndiings.  Thonaa  Boliinioo.  Jolm  While. 

David  Johnscm.  James  Spur.  Robert  White. 

James  Jones.  J«ise  Somnar.*  Samuel  Williama.* 
Peter  McElroy. 

Tltese  aiatked  with  an  MtufA  (*)  an  supposed  to  havs  beta  fran  Miltoa. 


After  the  war  uifaini  again  settled  down  into  the  old 
routine.  Nothing  of  great  moment  ooooned  until  in  1798, 
when  the  Rev.  Thaddeos  Mason  Harria  became  paator  of 
the  Chnroh.    This  was  the  beginning  of  a  long  and 

important  service  to  the  town.^ 

In  1794  Dorchester  voted  an  allowance  of  £12  toward 
purchasing  a  honse  for  the  fire  engine,  which  had  been  ob- 
fciined  a  short  time  before.  This  act  marks  the  beginning 
of  the  Dorchester  fire  department.  An  appropriation  was 
also  made  for  an  almahoime,  which,  witli  gome  additions, 
waa  need  nntil  the  town  waa  annexed  to  Boston.  As  will 
be  seen  later,  when  thia  important  event  took  place  the 
almsluMMe  waa  witiioat  a  single  inmate. 

The  death  of  Noah  Clap,  A.M.*  April  10,  1799,  removed 
a  man  who  had  been  closely  connected  with  the  interests 
of  Dorchester  for  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  schoolmasters,  and  it  is  to  the  tliapter  on  Dorchester 
schools  that  his  biography  properly  belongs.^ 

The  cmly  duel  ever  fought  within  the  limits  of  the  town 
ooouired  in  June,  1801.  Two  frimds,  Miller  and  Band  by 
name,  were  walking  together  one  day,  w  hen  the  oonveraa- 

tion  suddenly  turned  upon  a  young  lady  who  was  a  mutual 

friend.  Miller  jokingly  accused  Rand  of  l)eing  in  love, 
who  became  verv  sorin\3^^  a^iont  the  matter,  and  liot  wnrds 
followed.   A  challenge  was  issued  by  Rand  the  next  uiorn- 

1  8m  p.  241.  s  8m  p.  818. 
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ing,  which  was  reluctantly  accepted  by  Miller,  who  pro- 
tested that  Rand  liad  no  right  to  make  so  serious  a  matter 
of  what  had  been  aaid  in  jobL 
It  was  a  pleasant  Sunday  morning  when  the  two  young 

men  met,  with  their  seconds,  at  Dorchester  Pointk  Another 
appeal  was  made  to  "Rand  by  ISIiller  and  his  second  to  settle 
tlie  trouble  in  some  otlier  way,  bnt  all  to  no  avail.  The 
distance  wns  paced  off,  and  a  coin  tossed  for  the  advantage ; 
Rand  won,  and  chose  first  shot.  At  the  i»ignal  Rand  took 
a  quick  aim  and  fired,  but  Miller  escaped  injury.  Even  at 
this  late  time  Miller  made  a  last  appeal  to  bis  opponent^ 
not  wishing  to  fire  himself;  but  Rand  made  an  insulting 
reply,  and  insisted  that  the  conditions  of  the  duel  be  fol- 
lowed out.  Miller  Uien  took  careful  aim  at  Rand's  right 
arm  ;  but  as  the  pistol  rang  out  Rand  swayed  to  the  right) 
and  received  tbe  bullet  througli  tbe  heart. 

The  survivors  made  all  luisU-  to  leave  jilace;  and 
when  they  reached  the  Five  Coi  n  u  s  they  reported  that 
there  was  a  man  at  Dorchester  2scck  who  waa  in  distress, 
and  who  wanted  seme  water.  In  spite  of  the  strangeness 
of  tbe  request,  tibe  earnestness  <ot  the  men  induced  seversl 
persons  to  go  to  tbe  Point,  and  Uiere  tibe  facts  were  dis> 
oovered.  There  was  great  excitement  over  the  event ;  but 
as  the  blame  seemed  to  rest  mostly  on  Rand's  shoulders, 
Miller  was  never  called  to  account  for  his  deed. 

In  1803  Messrs.  H.  G.  Otis,  JuuaLhan  AIa«on,  William 
Tudor,  Gardiner  Greene,  and  several  other  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Boston  began  to  uige  the  annexation  of  Dorchester 
Neck  to  the  lAty,  This  was  tbe  first  stop  of  tiie  many 
which  wete  afterwards  takm,  resulthig  finslly  in  the  annex- 
ation of  Uie  entire  Dorchester  limits.  As  is  often  the  case, 
the  project  wss  opposed  by  botli  sides ;  the  Boston  people 
passing  a  vote  that  if  "  Dorchester  Neck  shall  be  annexed 
tof^oston,  the  Boston  aldennen  shall  Ik?  empowered  to  lay 
out  such  streets,  public  Mju  iies,  and  market-plaees  as  they 
shall  judge  necessary,  without  comj>eusation  to  the  owners 
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of  the  land."  The  laiul-holdeix  on  the  Net  k  l;ivored  the 
axuiexation,  as  it  wu8  foreseen  that  t>uch  a  step  would  raise 
the  -value  of  land ;  but  all  the  rest  of  the  Dordhester  people 
were  not  in  hkwt  of  the  proposed  step^ 

On  JanuAiy  28, 1804,  a  eonunittee,  ocMiaisting  of  Mewn. 
Eljeiiezer  Wales,  Stephen  Badlam,  John  Howe,  Samuel 
Withingtou,  James  Robinson,  Ebenezer  Tolman,  Lemuel 
Crane,  Thomas  Moseley,  and  Edward  W.  Baxter,  was 
ch(x?ea  by  the  town  to  remonstrate  with  the  General  Court; 
but  it  was  voted  that  there  was  no  objection  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge.  Offei-s  an  high  as  twenty  tliousand 
doUazs  were  made  by  the  land-holden  and  petitioners  if 
the  Dracbeeter  people  would  withdraw  their  opposition; 
bat  tiiey  were  then  determined  in  thnr  c^ipceition.  Thus, 
when  the  bill  passed  the  Legislature,  March  6,  1804,  those 
who  had  held  out  not  only  had  to  give  up  the  land«  but 
also  lost  the  money  w  hirh  they  might  have  received. 

Almost  at  once  the  eiiect  of  the  annexation  was  felt  by 
those  who  held  property.  Laud  kept  rising  until  it  reached 
a  value  hitherto  unknown  in  the  town;  and  when  the 
bridge  &om  the  Neck  to  Boston  became  assured,  the  price 
of  land  was  nearly  tsn  timm  as  much  as  before  the  annex* 
ation.  This  fari^e,  also,  Iwought  forth  a  most  violent  con- 
troversy in  r^ard  to  its  location ;  but  in  1805,  in  spite  of 
tliis,  it  was  completed  at  an  expense  of  fifty-six  thousand 
dollars.    It  was  afterwards  kn()\\7i  a.s  the  Soutli  Brid  jfp. 

It  wius  not  loner  after  the  hridge  was  built  Ixjlween 
Dorchester  Neck  and  Boston  tiiat  a  new  project  was  set  on 
foot  which  proved  no  small  undertaking  for  the  time  when 
it  was  carried  tiurough.  It  was  seen  that  if  a  turnpike  was 
built  between  Milton  Lower  Mills  and  the  eastnly  «ad  of 
the  bridge  it  would  be  of  great  value  in  shortening  the 
distance.  Several  gentlemen  of  means  joined  together,  and 
the  turnpike  was  successfully  completed.  The  expense, 
however,  proved  more  than  was  anticipated;  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  charge  a  laiger  toll  than  was  ori- 
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giiially  intended,  and  this  at  once  made  the  new  road 
unpopular.  For  years  the  majority  of  people  pfeferred  to 
tnvd  tfae  extra  distance  through  Roxboiy  latiier  than 
safamit  to  any  payment  for  paastng  over  the  **tiiniiuke*** 
The  shares  fell  tremendously  in  their  value,  and  the  stock* 
hdden  were  glad  to  dispose  of  their  interests  for  almoat 
nothing.  TTuise  who  had  courage  enough  to  invest  in  the 
shares  at  their  refkiced  price  received  large  returns,  a.s  the 
N  iiliic  wa«  much  iiu  leased  when  the  turnpike  was  liually 
made  ireu  by  private  tiubscriptiuu  iu  1854.  In  1856-57  a 
tnok  fat  honenaaiB  was  laid  on  thia  atoeet.  It  was  later 
aooepted  as  a  pnUic  highway  by  the  town,  and  is  the 
present  Dordieater  Avenue. 

Until  1806  all  Dorchester  had  worahipped  in  the  same 
ehurch;  as  emigration,  disease,  engagements  with  the 
Indians,  and  other  causes  had  kept  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants so  reduced  that  one  meeting-house  "  was  suHIcient. 
A  year  previous  to  this  date,  however,  tlie  people  realized 
that  the  population  required  better  acconimodatious,  and 
preparationa  were  made  to  establish  another  diuzch.  This 
resulted  in  the  fonnation  of  the  present  Second  Church.^ 

The  War  of  1812  haaleft  few  reminders  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  rising  generation  to  tlie  fact  tliat  at  tliat  time 
the  good  j)eople  of  Dorchester  really  feared  the  English 
men-of-war  might  enter  Dorcliester  Bay.  A  company  was 
iurmed,  and  fortiiicatioiis  wei-e  hastily  thiown  up  on  iho 
Sayin-Hill  side  of  the  hailior,  eommanding  the  channel  for 
quite  a  distance. 

Little  hy  little  this  embankment*  whtoh  lortunately  was 
never  called  into  use,  has  been  levelled  as  buildings  have 
been  erected  al<mg  Savin  Hill  Avenue,  either  from  indif* 
ference  or  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  builders.  But  one 
piece  of  it  now  remains,  which  may  be  seen  from  the  road, 
almost  at  the  extremity  of  Savin  Hill  Avenue.    It  is 

1  See  p.  219. 
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grown  over  witli  grassy  aud  looks  peaceable  enough ;  but 
who  kiiows  what  aoenes  of  heroiam  and  patriotism  might 
have  been  enacted  tJieie,  had  the  English  had  the  temerity 
to  enter  the  ohaimel  of  our  harborl 

The  war  found  many  hitter  opponents  in  Dorchester, 
and  there  were  often  occasions  when  strong  party  feeling 
was  displayed.  For  a  while,  a  regiment  from  the  western 
part  of  the  State  was  stationed  at  Commercial  Point. 

In  1813  the  people  of  the  tnwii  were  thrown  into  a  state 
of  excitement  by  the  i^eport  ihat  liie    Chesa2>eake  "  aud  the 

Shannon,''  one  of  the  British  Uookadess  of  the  Halifax 
squadron,  were  engaged  in  hattle  jost  outside  of  Boston 
light.  Captain  Lawrence,  of  the  «*  Chesapeake,**  had  just 
been  promoted  for  his  Tal<^,  and  was  now  to  take  part  in 
his  last  engagement.  The  Shannon**  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Blake. 

Captiiin  Lawrence  did  not  have  time  to  put  his  men  in 
good  training,  and,  moreover,  the  "  Chetiapeake "  had 
gained  a  reputation  among  the  superstitious  sailors  of 
being  an  unlucky  vesiieL  Worse  than  aU,  some  of  his 
men  were  mutinoos;  but  in  spite  of  this,  Captain  Law- 
renoe  accepted  Captain  Blake's  challenge,  and  the  ves- 
sels  came  into  position  to  poor  their  Inoadsides  into  each 
other. 

The  "Chesapeake"  was  soon  dismast^^d,  and  fell  foul  of 
the  "  Shannon's  "  forechains.  In  fifteen  minutes  from  the 
time  the  &"sl  bhot  was  fired,  CapUiin  Lawrence  was 
mortally  wounded^  and  Captain  Blako  was  in  possession 
of  the  vessel.  The  American  flag  was  torn  down,  and  the 
Britidi  ensign  run  up  in  its  plaoe;  and  the  "Shannon*' 
sailed  away  for  Hsli&z  with  its  prize,  having  the  dying 
Captain  Lawrence  on  board.  There  is  some  discrepancy 
as  to  the  exact  location  whne  this  combat  actuall}^  took 
place ;  some  claiming  that  it  was  off  Hingham,  and  others, 
that  the  scene  was  fiirthnr  up  toward  the  harlwr.  The 
late  Mi-s.  lioswell  Gleason,  however,  always  claimed  that 
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all  at  her  house,  on  Waahmgton  Stieeti  near  School 
Stioet^  saw  the  smoke  distinctly. 

Some  ten  years  ago,  an  old  veteran  by  the  name  of 
Benjamin  Trefethen  issued  the  following  circular,  which 
gives  an  account  of  the  affaii'  as  it  appeared  to  a  partici- 
pant: — 

"Bonotr*  Oct  B»  UBL 
I,  Benjaoiin  TrafetfaeOf  of  Boston,  in     Coonty  of  SnlTdk, 

and  ODmmonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  horn  on  Newcastle  Island, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  January  18th,  1790,  and  since  1828,  I  have 
resided  in  Boston,  Mass.  Tn  tlie  j-ear  1812  I  shipped  to  serve 
on  board  the  frigate  ^  Chesapeake,'  then  lying  in  Nantasket 
Boada,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  went  on  board  December 
9,  1818. 

Th(!  '  Chesapeake '  was  at  that  time  commanded  by  Captain 
Samuel  Evans.  I  shipped,  with  five  others,  in  Portsmouth, 
by  Lieutenant  Budd,  and  came  immediately  to  Boston.  The 
last  of  May,  1813,  the  frigate  '  Shannon,'  commanded  by 
Captain  Brooke,  made  ber  appearance  off  Boston  Harbw. 

«•  On  tiie  first  day  of  Jane,  the  *  Clieaapeake,*  commanded 
by  Captain  James  Lawreqce,  who  sLucceded  Captain  Evans, 
got  under  w;iy  ;ind  pi*occeded  down  the  harbor  under  full  sail, 
to  meet  tlie  •Shannon,'  tlieti  standinfj  in.  The  '  Shannon ' 
very  soon  tackeil  and  stood  o(f.  When  in  the  oltiug  near 
Hsrfoldiead,  between  two  and  three  o'doek,  p.  m.,  as  near  as 
I  can  recollect,  the  aotkm  commenced.  The  '  Chesapeake '  had 
the  weather  ijage,  and  engaged  the  '  Shannon,'  the  guns  on  our 
larboard  side  bearinei:  upon  the  latnrhoard  side  of  the  '  Shannou.' 
We  were  so  near  that  I  cannot  say  which  tired  the  first  gun. 
As  we  passed  the  *  Shannon '  we  fired  two  broailsides.  I 
belooged  to  the  third  gnn  on  the  spar  deck,  and  while  looking 
to  see  the  effect  of  the  shots,  a  eanncn-ball  from  tiie  *  Shannra  * 
passed  over  my  head  and  took  off  the  head  of  John  White,  our 
sailing  master.  The  engagement  lasted  aboat  three-qoarteis 
of  an  hour. 

▲  colored  man  in  the  act  of  hauling  down  our  signal  on  the 
mizzen  peak,  was  shot  by  onr  mariners,  bat  a  white  man 
succeeded  hi  hanUng  it  down. 
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One  of  our  LieuteoaQts  called  out  to  the  buglemau,  a  coioi-^d 
iBMi  by  the  mune  of  WillUuu  Brown,  'Blonr  tibe  bugle ;  alarm 
the  boarders  on  the  gun  dedc/  but  unfortonately  he  had  for- 
gotten the  proper  Bignul,  and  threw  his  bogle  on  the  deck,  and 
hid  himself  under  oue  of  the  launches  or  boats. 

"  One  of  tbe  lieutenants,  I  think  T.ieutenant  Ludlow,  a  little 
before  called  to  the  boattiwaiu,  '  Board  the  foi-e  tack,  and  haul 
down  the  head  aheeto  hnmedinti^,  and  pay  the  ship  off.'  The 
boatewain  anawerad,  *  I  can't  do  it  inunediately,  they  ate  ehot 
away.' 

'*The  'Shannon'  at  tht*  dose  of  the  ennrjifjemoTit  was  in  a 
Bi^kin<^  eou<lition,  hris  ing  throe  and  a  lialf  feet  of  water  in 
her  hold,  uud  1  always  believed  tiiat  thcwe  who  boarded  the 

*  Cheaapeake/  did  ao  to  aave  theh:  Uvea,  ae  I  afterwaids 
counted  seven  plugs  in  the  atarboaid  ride  of  the  *  Shannoii.' 

**When  we  were  sailing  past  Boston  lights  to  meet  the 

*  Shannon,'  1  was  takin<T  dhmer  with  others,  between  the  guns, 
when  Captain  Lawrence  came  along,  and  looking  at  us  ear- 
nestly, said,  *  Bear  a  hand,  boys,  and  get  your  dinner ;  you 
wOl  have  blood  for  ani^/  I  beard  it,  if  I  had  been 
cowimander  I  should  not  have  need  sneh  an  ezpreaaion  aa  that. 
Captain  Lawrence  was  a  courageous  man.  I  was  very  sony 
when  I  heard  Lieutenant  Ludlow  was  dead.  He  was  one  of 
our  best  lieutenants.   He  was  a  noble  man. 

AMWBi,.  BwWAMni  XBUnEIBBH." 

It  will  be  aeon  that  tliia  aocount  diffen  in  aome  leapects 

from  the  one  preceding  it,  which  \»  in  substance  taken 
from  Schouler's  "History  of  tlu;  United  States." 

The  most  striking  cliaraeter  in  the  War  of  1812  with 
whom  Dorchester  claimed  rehitionship,  was  not  an  own 
son,  but  oue  who  became  a  well-known  citizen.  Captain 
John  Pereival,  or  **'tSad  Jack,**  as  he  was  popularly 
known,  was  a  natiYe  of  Barnstable.  He  went  to  sea 
when  but  a  boy,  and  later  entered  the  meiebant  sonrioe. 
While  stQl  young  he  waa  impressed  on  bojird  the  Bi  itisli 
veesel  Epervier,"  but  managed  to  escape  by  placing  his 
pistol  at  the  aeutxy'a  head. 
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During  the  War  of  1812  Captain  Percival  became  the 
sailing-master  of  the  "  Peacock,"  and,  by  a  strange  coin- 
oidence,  had  an  engagement  with  the  '^Epervier,**  on 
board  ot  which  he  had  been  impreaaed.  Hia  aerrioea 

during  tlie  war  were  so  valuable  that  he  was  promoted 
to  the  line  ofiioerSt  and  became  lieutenant  and  afterwards 
captain.  Cong^^ss  gave  a  furthur  [)roof  of  the  esteem  in 
wliich  he  was  held  by  hi&  country  by  presenting  Mm  with 
a  httiidaome  sword. 

After  the  war  he  was  sent  in  the  United  States  sloop 
**Cyaiie  "  to  the  West  Indies,  to  dratroy  the  pirates,  who 
waie  at  that  time  committing  many  indignitifla  to  those 
who  oame  within  their  reaoh;  and  Captain  PaciTal*a 
efforts  were  so  effective  that,  before  he  left  the  scene  of 
so  many  depredations,  he  had  broken  their  force,  and  they 
were  no  longer  to  \h'  ft; are d.  Few  men  liad  led  such 
eventful  lives  a.s  that  which  fell  to  liis  lot.  Hairbreadth 
escapes  followed  one  another,  and  on  many  occasions  it 
seemed  us  if  death  was  staling  liim  in  the  face ;  but  he 
passed  through  all  in  safety,  and  died  a  peaceful  death  at 
his  home  in  Dorchester. 

A  single  anecdote  may  be  related  to  show  what  dangers 
he  survived.  On  one  occasion  he  set  sail  on  a  sloop  from 
Africa  with  only  a  boy  and  an  old  man  on  board  for  crew. 
When  they  were  hardly  out  of  sight  of  jwi-t,  Cai)tain 
Percival  and  the  old  man  were  taken  down  with  African 
fever,  and  the  boy  alone  was  left  to  man  the  slooji.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  boy  was  washed  overboard,  and 

the  vessel  left  enlifely  at  the  men^  of  the  waves. 
Captaia  Percival  was  able  to  summon  strei^th  enough  to 
lash  tiie  helm,  and  tlmn  went  below  again,  caring  lit4le^  in 

his  wretched  condition,  what  might  befall  the  vessel.  Tlie 
sloop  sailed  in  the  trade  winds*  and  in  time  arrived  at  a 
port,  when  Captain  Percival  came  on  deck,  and  inquired 
where  bis  coTirse  lay.  Much  to  his  astonishment,  he  found 
that  without  guidance  the  vessel  had  continued  in  her 
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ootuse,  and  that  a  better  voyage  cofuld  not  lutve  been  made 
had  she  been  manned  by  an  entixB  ctew. 

Captain  Percival  and  the  "Constitution*'  took  their 
last  trip  around  the  world  together,  the  captain  djiug  in 
186'2.  His  Dorchester  home  was  the  site  on  whieli  tlie 
Cathobc  ciiurth  now  stands  at  Meeting^House  Hill,  on  the 
comer  of  the  street  now  called  by  his  name.  The  house 
was  originally  built  by  Dr.  Harris  for  his  son,  before  it 
came  into  Captain  Peroival'a  poaseaaion.  This  house  was 
moved  back  at  the  tune  ot  the  erection  of  the  dinrehi  and 
still  standa  on  Percival ''  Avenue.  The  life  of  Captain 
Pennval  was  so  eventful  that  it  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  a  romance,  entitled  "The  Cniise  of  the  Juniata."  Tlie 
captain  is  not  called  by  his  real  name  iu  tlie  story;  hut  as 
"  Captain  Porc^y  "  he  htvs  l)ecome  in  fiction  the  hero  that 
he  proved  kiniscif  to  be  in  life. 

The  war  had  created  a  great  demand  for  hroadelotiis  and 
Mtinets,  and  to  meet  this,  Walter  Baker  erected  a  stone 

building  for  the  combined  purposes  of  a  woollen  and  choc- 
olate mill.  The  manufactuie  of  the  broadclotlis  and 
satinets  continued  until  the  nevra  of  the  j  t  ;ii  e  came,  in 
1815,  and  with  the  decrease  in  the  demand,  the  woollen 
part  of  the  mill  was  shut  down. 

In  1815  diere  was  a  great  gale  which  destroyed  the  aich 
of  tiie  bridge  over  tiie  Neponset  River.  This  arch  was 
erected  over  the  bridge  at  the  dividing  line  of  the  towns, 
in  1798,  to  commemorate  the  ratification  of  Jay's  Treaty. 
The  inscription  on  it,  in  letters  of  gold,  read,  "  We  unite 
in  the  defence  of  our  country  and  its  laws.  —  ITOS  *' 
This  bridge  had  been  built  by  the  towns  of  Doirhester 
and  Milton  in  1765 ;  the  former  town  building  tlie  two 
northern  sluices,  covering  than  witih  stone,  and  tiie  latter 
town  the  southern  sluice.  The  expmse  of  building  the 
two  large  ones  and  the  wooden  bridge  was  equally  shared 
hj  the  two  towns.  The  same  gale  caused  such  dam^ie  to 
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the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Parish  that  it  was  finally 
demolished,  and  the  present  structui-e  was  erected  to  take 
its  place. 

General  Stephen  Badlam,  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
town,  died  in  1815.  He  was  a  surveyor  by  profession, 
making  plans  of  Dorchester  and  neighboring  towns ;  but 
he  was  active  in  all  that  concerned  the  interests  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  In  1775  he  joined  the  American  army, 
and  soon  received  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant  of 
artillery,  from  which  he  was  promoted  to  the  positions  of 
first  lieutenant  and  captain.  His  success  in  filling  these 
offices  of  responsibility  brought  it  about  that  when  ordered 
to  Canada  he  was  in  the  possession  of  a  major's  commission. 
Sickness  comi)elled  him  to  leave  the  army;  so  he  again 
entered  private  life,  being  no  less  prominent  than  when  in 
his  public  capacity.  He  became  a  justice  of  the  ])eace, 
and  later  general  of  tlie  first  brigade  of  the  first  division 
of  the  Massachusetts  militia. 

In  1808  General  Badlam  was  chosen  senior  deacon  of 
the  Second  Church,  —  a  position  which  he  held  till  his 
death.  He  was  esi)ecially  prominent  during  the  contro- 
versy between  the  church  and  Dr.  Codman,  being  a  stanch 
8ui)porter  of  the  latter.  On  the  occasion  of  his  death 
Dr.  Codman  preached  his  funeral  sermon,  in  wliicli  he 
said :  "  As  a  citizen  and  a  magistrate  he  was  highly  and 
justly  esteemed ;  and  his  loss  will  be  long  and  sensibly  felt 
in  his  immediate  neighborhood,  in  this  town,  and  through- 
out the  countiy.  ...  As  a  member  and  officer  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  he  was  eminently  useful  and  highly 
respected." 

During  this  same  year  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel  Pierce  occurred.  He  belonged  to  the  sturdy  family 
which  had  s|>ning  from  Roliert  Pierce,  and  who  built  that 
,8till  well-preserviul  relic  of  the  early  days,  the  Pierce 
House.  "Colonel  Samuel,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called, 
ed  in  the  anny  during  the  greater  part  of  the  War 


tttt.]  niGK  3HB  tamsunms  to  tbs  vebbujov.  169 


of  the  Revolution,  and  was  appointed  lieutenant-colonel 
February  14,  1776.  He  vna  at  Morristown  in  1777,  and 
several  letters  written  borne  from  there  are  still  in  the 
poBseflnon  of  the  funily.  He  was  one  of  Qum»  who  f ort^ 
fled  Dorehester  Heights,  and  in  1779  was  in  Rhode  Island 
in  command  of  a  regiment. 

Colonel  Pierce  did  a  great  service  to  the  present  genera- 
tion hy  leaving  Ixjhiiid  him  a  carefuliy  kept  diary,  Tliis 
contains  an  excellent  record  of  the  stirring  times  of  the 
Revolution,  and  is  of  special  interest  because  of  its  allu- 
sioos  to  eyents  referred  to  in  preceding  pages.  The 
following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  diary: — 

1764,  Jan.  18.  Boston  people  move  out  their  goods  very 
fast,  for  fear  of  the  small  poz. 

Maidi  20.   Mr.  Bowman  dsairsd  to  faaTo  them  sing  twice  in 

the  forenoon. 

1765,  Jan.  16.  Mr.  Samuel  How  was  stopt  by  a  rober  npon 

Boston  neck. 

March  24.  Snowed  and  stocmad  very  bad.  Mr.  Boman  put 
by  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon  for  the  stona,  and  it  was  a  vMy 
illgh  tide  and  dul  much  damage  at  Boston. 

Sept.  25.  Traiuiug  at  the  CastLs.  The  same  day  la  to  be 
the  great  bors  rase  on  the  neck. 

Nov.  10.  Was  the  first  that  we  sang  tate  &  brady's  spahns 
in  Dorebsater  meeting.  Som  people  mndi  nrftnided  at  the  same. 

Jtme  i5.  We  liad  the  spumii^  matidi  at  our  house. 

July  25.   The  soldiers  go  from  Boatont  some  of  tbttn. 

Aug.  1.    Gov.  Barnard  frocs  from  Boston. 

Aug.  14.  Was  a  very  grand  entertainment  at  Mr.  Lemnel 
Robinson's.  All  the  Sons  of  Liberty  met;  there  was  124 
oairiages  there. 

1770,  Jan.  25.  The  merehaats  in  Boston  all  vote  against  tea. 

Feb*  88.   A  boy  was  shot  at  Boston  by  an  informer. 

March  6.    Four  men  killed  in  Boston  by  the  soldiers. 

March  12.    The  soldierH  go  from  Boston  to  the  Castle. 

Aug.  11.    Mr.  WTliitGtild  caiue  to  Boston. 

Sept.  10.  Caatle  William  is  lesfaied  to  Col.  Dalzymple. 
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Oct.  20.  Was  a  violent  storm  as  ever  was  known  in  these 
parts,  and  did  a  ymA  deal  of  damage. 

1771,  Mandi  18.  Tbomaa  Hntohliisoii  ma  nutde  Govwaor 
in  chief. 

April  8.  I  Bct  a  Post  and  an  elm  tree  at  the  meeting  hoase. 
[This  elm  is  still  standing,  about  tea  rods  west  of  the  present 
First  Parish  Church.J 

1772,  Maj  20.  Town  meeting.  Esq.  Holden  offered  to  go 
fepteientatxve  for  ooUiiiig,  but  tbey  would  not  ciioiMM  bim. 

Jkng»  VB.  Mr.  EbeoeMr  Clap  made  captain  of  the  loar 
Company. 

Oct.  21.  Capt.  Clap  caU'd  his  oompany  together  and  made 
a  treat. 

Not.  15.  The  Fiiatea  came  on  this  ooaat  and  rob*d  <me 

Nov.  22.   The  Pirate  take  a  aoooner  and  killed  the  handa. 

December  29.  Had  a  town  meeting  to  exclaim  against  the 
Duty  being  laid  upon  us,  and  the  Judges  having  their  sahuies 
paid  from  England,  &c. 

1773,  Feb.  1.    Began  to  kep  school,  £8  5s.  per  week. 
Ifaich  14.  Hr.  Boman  nfoaed  to  baptiio  Fknl  Halla  ehild, 

altho  he  demanded  it  hi  pablic. 

Nov.  10.  Had  coonoila  four  daya  this  week;  coat  £150  a 
day. 

Dec  1.    A  great  time  of  talk  about  the  tee. 
Dec.  8.   The  coondl  set  4  days  tide  week,  and  have  not 
ihtiahed. 

Dec.  11.  Boaton  ia  fid!  of  troable  about  the  tea  bdng 

landed. 

Dec.  14.  Was  a  church  meeting,  and  the  council  dismissed 
Mr.  Jona.  Boman  from  this  Church  this  day.  We  have  had 
eight  months  controversy  with  Ifr.  Boman,  bat  got  rid  of  bim 
at  laat  by  payhig  bim  £i50  old  tenor  per  year  to  go  away. 

Dec.  15.  There  waa  the  deatraction  of  the  Tee;  they  snp- 
posed  there  to  be  aboat  840  cheata  deatrojed,  all  thrown  into 
the  dock  in  one  Nite. 

Dec.  30.  There  waa  a  number  of  men  came  from  Boston  in 
dii^uise,  about  40 ;  tbey  came  to  Mr.  Eben  Withington'a  down 
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in  town,  and  demanilt  rl  his  Tee  from  him  which  Jbe  had  taken 
up,  and  carried  it  off  and  burnt  it  at  Boston. 

1774,  Jan.  3.  Was  town  meeting.  We  pass  a  vote  against 
Imying  or  drinking  aaj  Bohea  Tee*   8.  P. 

Vmlj  16.  Got.  Q^;es  Commission  was  Bed  in  Boston. 

Hay  18.  Mr.  Lonmel  Bobinson  wss  diosen  to  represent  the 
town. 

May  81.  We  had  our  Training  and  Treeting,  Ac;  the 
Company  waa  all  here,  about  100 ;  we  iiad  I8d  people  here  to 
^Unner. 

Jnne  18.  The  soldien  land  at  Boston. 

June  17.    The  Cort  was  dissolved  at  Salem  by  Ou^'e. 

July  2.  Eight  or  nine  Men  a  War  ariyed  with  XoroeSf  and 
Boston  ia  in  a  most  deplorable  condition. 

Sept.  1.  There  was  an  alaram;  there  was  about  8  or  9 
thomiand  men  met  at  Cambridge. 

Sept.  18.  The  greate  gnn  was  Removed  from  Pteston's 
Point. 

Sept.  19.    We  began  to  exercise  this  season. 

Oct.  4.    We  had  our  trainings  in  Dorchester. 

Nov.  9.  Had  a  meeting  of  all  the  training  soldiers,  and 
gave  np  our  ccmunissionB  and  were  leoboeen. 

Nov.  17.  The  officers  of  this  reghnent  met  at  Stooton  to 
choose  their  field  officers.  Chosen  for  the  same«  Lemuel 
Bobinson,  Deacon  Gill  and  Joseph  Voce. 

KoY.  28.    The  fortification  all  built  on  Boston  Neck. 

Deo.  87.  Town  meeting.  Capt.  Withington  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  Coi^press. 

1755,  Fehb  87.    The  officers  met,  and  Hie  field  officers 

resi^rned. 

March  7.  They  met  again  and  were  rechosen.  Capt.  Clap 
was  chosen  Lieut.  Colonel. 

April  19.  This  day  there  was  a  terrible  battle  at  Lexington 
and  Coneovd  between  our  people  and  the  soldiem  whidi  ntaroht 
out  of  Boston ;  tiie  soldiers  fired  on  our  people,  and  then  the 
battle  began,  and  there  was  about  40  of  our  people  Idld  and 
190  of  the  soldiers,  as  near  as  could  be  recollected. 

April  20.   The  alarm  was  very  general,  and  a  great  number 
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of  People  collecteii  j  it  may  be  there  wa«  30  or  40  ThoUBaud  in 
Roxbury  aud  Cambridge. 

Mayl.  Tben  is  rery  gnaXvmtngkn  smaagvm 
■ome  people  moving  out  of  Boston,  and  aome  of  tiie  Tarfw 
moiving  their  goods  in  to  town. 

May  r*.  There  was  Bomethiug  of  an  alarm  here  in  Lktrches- 
ter;  a  achoouer  came  into  the  River,  but  it  proved  to  be  from 
Boston  with  som  of  oar  frinds  from  Booton  in  it 

M»y  9.  An  express  oune  to  me  from  the  General,  and  I 
got  the  Company  together  and  marcbt  of,  but  we  met  with 
interruption  that  night. 

May  11.    Was  a  faat  kept  aud  very  strictly  too. 

May  17.   More  soldiers  arrive  at  Boston  from  iiugi&ad. 

May  21.  Tba  aoldins  go  to  Weymoath  with  four  veaaelB  for 
liay  at  Strawbery  hill,  hat  our  poople  drive  them  of  and  hornt 
the  bam ;  twas  thot  to  have  had  near  80  tuns  of  hay  in  it. 

May  27.  The  soldicre  make  another  nttnrk  on  Noddle's 
Island,  but  our  BoldierM  get  the  better  of  them  and  took  a  small 
vessel  from  them  and  burnt  it. 

Hay  29.  The  people  bum  a  great  quantity  of  Iiay  at 
Noddles  bland,  and  at  nif^  the  house  at  tomfwona  Island. 

June  14.  A  great  munber  of  tranapoorts  arive  in  Boston 
with  more  soldiers,  some  say  1500. 

June  17.  They  got  over  to  Charlestown  and  set  it  on  fire, 
and  bum  the  whole  town  down. 

Jnne  18.  There  was  a  tenibto  hatUo  font  at  Charlestown; 
the  Begnlan  get  the  better  of  our  troops,  and  we  loat  abont  70 
men  and  many  wounded. 

June  20.  It  was  said  that  there  was  1000  of  the  B^^ular 
soldiers  kild. 

June  24.  This  day  two  of  our  men  went  to  set  Browns 
house  on  the  Neok  aflie,  and  were  both  kild;  one  was  old  Share 
of  HUton. 

June  26.  This  day  our  People  began  to  entrench  below 
Capt.  Clap's,  near  the  great  Casway. 

June  27.  Our  people  went  down  to  Dorchester  Neck  to 
work,  but  were  shot  at  from  Boston  very  much. 

Jnly  2.  Mofih  fliing  from  the  Begnlais  this  morning  at  oar 
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people  at  Roxbury.  Mr.  Williams'  house  wss  set  oa  fixe,  bat 
so  lives  lost. 

July  6.  Our  soldiers  had  «  aennii!^  this  morning  with  their 
gaid,  and  drove  them  from  it  and  set  Brown's  house  afire  on 

the  Neck. 

July  10.  Our  People  go  to  Loug  Inland  and  fetoh  of  all  the 
cretors,  and  took  13  mereutiu  priuoneni. 

July  11.  This  day  many  of  the  ships  goes  oat  of  the  harbor, 
but  upon  what  expedition  we  cannot  tell  at  preasant. 

July  18*  This  day  we  have  our  town  meeting  to  choose 
fe^eaentatiTea  aoooiding  to  the  advice  of  the  Continental 
Congress. 

July  13.  Our  people  began  to  entrench  near  the  G-corge 
tavern  on  Boston  Neck,  and  the  soldiers  fired  at  them  and  laid 
one  man. 

July  iX>.  The  Lfght-honse  was  sot  aflxe,  and  onr  fMOplo 

went  to  Nantaeket  to  git  of  the  barley  and  hay. 

July  30.  There  was  something  of  a  Rcirmige  with  the  Regu- 
lars; the  Regulars  set  the  George  tavern  atire  on  the  Neck. 

Aug.  25.  This  day  four  barges  came  up  to  the  farm  bar; 
our  people  flfed  at  than,  but  did  them  no  damage. 

Sept.  18.  There  was  108  shot  flied  at  oar  people  thk  day, 
bat  not  one  man  killd. 

Sept.  26.  Our  people  went  on  an  expedition  over  the  bay, 
and  set  the  house  on  fire  on  Governor's  Island. 

Oct.  8.  The  Men  a  War  goes  from  Boston  to  Bristol  road- 
Hand,  and  then  fired  on  the  town  and  did  mnch  damage. 

Oct.  10.  Governor  Gage  Miled  for  Enghind. 

Oct.  12.   Mr.  Edward  Ftaaton'a  bam  and  Chocolate  mtll 

were  both  bnrnt  to  ashes. 

Oct.  IG.  Our  people  went  down  in  Cambridge  bay  with  two 
floating  Batery's  to  fire  upon  Boston,  and  one  of  them  8plit 
their  cannon  by  not  taming  tbefa^  ebot  down ;  H  Idld  one  and 
wonnded  6. 

Oct.  20.   The  shipa  act  fire  to  the  town  at  Caeco  bay,  and 

bom  about  three  quarters  of  the  town  to  ashes. 

Dec.  15.  Our  l^rivatears  take  a  fine  prize  laden  with  anunu- 
nition  and  stors,  and  a  tine  mortar. 
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1776.  Our  People  goes  to  Buukcr  hill  aud  sot  several  buuscs 
tiln.  The  ngolin  fired  tvtj  modi  mt  oar  people,  bat  nolxidy 
hart* 

Jan.  18.   We  heard  of  our  people  hmTeiiig  ft  defeat  at 

Quelxjck  by  trying  to  scale  the  walls. 

Jan.  iid.  We  called  oar  Company's  together,  and  then 
enlisted  25  men  for  the  army  for  2  months. 

Fell.  6.  This  day  we  had  M  eoUUen  come  into  oar 
boose. 

Feb.  13.  The  regulars  came  out  of  Boston  and  from  the 
Gaetle,  and  drove  our  Gard  of  the  Neck  and  burnt  the  houseo. 

March  4.  Onr  people  went  on  to  Dorchester  Neck  aud  built 
two  fortti  iu  the  same  night,  and  there  was  3H0  teems  aud  about 
fiOOO  men— tbe  niMt  work  doa  that  ever  wee  don  in  one  night 
hi  New  Engbuid. 

March  5.  There  was  avery  heavy  cannonading  all  the  uight, 
bat  there  was  but  one  man  kild  on  onr  side.  Oar  xeginient 
marcht  to  Roxbury,  but  nnhmly  was  hurl. 

March  d.  There  was  au  exceeding  heavy  Gring  from  tbe 
nrinlwtiffial  troops  towards  Nnke  bill,  and  one  shot  IdM  4  men 
instantly,  and  there  was  moie  than  one  thousand  shot  fired  from 
the  regulars,  and  no  man  hurt  except  the  4  ikat,  a  most  remaxk* 
hand  of  Providence  in  this. 

March  14.  Part  of  our  regiment  was  called  to  gard  the 
shore ;  one  thiixl  part  were  kept  on  duty. 

March  17*  There  was  a  heavy  firing  from  our  enemy,  bat  no 
hurt  don,  and  this  moning  Um  Regnlars  were  out  of  Boston, 
Destroying  as  they  went  of  like  so  many  frited  sheep,  Init  some 
of  the  toryps  woro  loft  Vi  himl  in  town. 

March  18.    Uur  peojile  take  jjosscssion  of  Boston. 

March  19.  The  Regulars  set  fire  to  the  Barracks  at  the 
Castie,  and  oar  people  began  a  brest  wcwk  on  Mi,  Blake's 
ground. 

Maich  20.   Something  of  firing  from  one  of  the  ships  this 

morning. 

March  22.    This  night  Castle  William  was  all  burnt  to  ashes 
and  all  destroyed. 
Haroh  38.  Our  people  go  Into  Boston  all  freely. 
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March  30.  The  ahipa  mostly  goea  out  of  the  harbor ;  they 
sailed  for  Halifax. 

April  4.  Four  of  our  regiments  move  for  to  go  to  Boede- 
ilaiid,  and  earn  to  New  York. 

April  18.  The  Oout  sot  in  our  meeting-boaM  to  tiy  tlie 
tones. 

April  25.  The  otlicera  of  Gol.  Gill's  regiment  met  at  Doties 
at  Stoughton,  and  were  all  sworn. 

May  17.  Tliere  was  a  Tsloable  prise  takmi  by  onr  Friviteani 

of  the  harbor. 

June  8.  There  was  one  of  our  Priviteam  taiken  by  oar 
enemies ;  she  was  called  the  Yankee  hero. 

June  14.  Our  people  goes  on  with  an  expedition  dowu  on 
the  Islands,  and  drove  oat  the  ships  oat  of  the  harbor ;  they 
iMiIlt  a  fort  oo  Long  IskL,  sad  another  on  Nsmtssket.  Oar 
enemy  Blowed  np  the  Light-lioiise ;  myself  was  a  spectator  at 
the  time. 

.Tunc  17.  There  was  two  sbipa  cnmo  Into  our  harbor  with 
Scotch  soldiers,  and  our  Privatiers  took  them  both}  they 
h«l  SOD. 

July  88,    Amerioa  deelared  Independency  from  Great 

Britain. 

1777,  April  10.  There  was  tones  carted  out  of  Boston, 
and  were  tipt  iif>  in  Roxbury.  and  were  ordered  never  to  retuni 
to  ^oston  agam  upon  Peril  of  Death ;  there  seems  Now  to  be 
some  resolution  In  the  people. 

Sept  8S.  Had  orders  to  drsngbt  50  men  from  our  veglnMnt 
for  a  secret  expedition. 

Oc  t.  10.   Wo  had  good  news  from  oar  Nmrtbem  army  of 

Burj^cMne'd  being  taken. 

Oct.  17.  General  Gates  took  Burgoine  with  about  50U0 
troops  of  onr  enemy. 

Oet.  80.  Oar  soldiem  retom  from  the  expedition  to  Rhode 
Island  without  doing  an}  thing. 

Nov.  2.  Lieut.  l./.ekl  Tolman  came  home  from  towards 
Ticonderoga  not  well. 

1778,  May  14.  Mr.  John  Minot  Gnoculated  his  family  with 
the  small  pox  mach  against  the  minds  of  Ids  ne^boors. 
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Mfty  19.  We  had  »  town  nlMtil^{  in  oider  to  lee  what 
method  the  town  would  take  to  le-inforce  the  ContiDental  army. 

May  31.  There  was  near  a  hundred  prayed  for  this  day 
under  the  operntion  of  the  small  pox  in  Dorchester. 

May  10.  I  was  appointed  to  go  to  Tiyerton  to  take  com> 
mand  of  the  veglment  thdr. 

1780,  Hay  19.  A  day  nmoh  to  be  remembered^  ao  daik 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  that  people  could  not  see  to 
work.  We  were  obliged  to  have  a  cnnrlle  to  eat  dinner  by ;  it 
lookt  very  melloncaly  indeed,  there  waa  but  a  little  rain,  and 
the  evening  was  as  remarkably  dark. 

1782,  Aog.  10.  Thirteen  laige  French  abipe  oame  Into 
Botton  harbw. 

In  1817  Dorchester  lost  two  well-known  physicians  by 
auioide,  —  Dr.  Eleazer  Clapp,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Daniorth. 
Dr.  Clapp  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1807,  and 
atndied  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  Wairen.  He  opened  an  office 
in  Boston,  and  seemed  to  have  the  prospects  of  a  successful 
career  before  him.  Having  a  predisposition  to  insanity, 
however,  he  soon  became  melancholy,  and  returned  to  his 
native  town.  Here,  in  a  fit  of  luontal  depression,  he  des- 
troyed liiinself  on  the  27th  of  August. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  suicide,  a  month  pi-evi- 
ously,  of  Dr.  Daniorth,  «m  of  the  oelebvated  Dr.  Samuel 
Daniorlih,  of  Boston,  may  haye  suggested  this  mode  of 
death  to  Dr.  Clapp.  Dr.  Daniorth  received  a  good  educa- 
tion, but,  having  rich  relatives,  he  was  not  specially 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  profession.  He  lived  in 
Dorchester  for  about  two  years;  and,  though  not  ftit^ging 
in  medical  pui-suit^s,  lie  sometimes  prescribed  tor  his 
neighbors.  A  sudden  cold  produced  excitement  of  the 
brain,  and  on  July  V6  he  took  his  life. 

An  interesting  eveiit  of  the  year  1880  was  a  visit  made 
to  Hull  by  one  hundred  inhafaitaiitB  of  Dorchester,  to  cde- 
biate  the  two  bundredih  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the 
first  settlesB.  This  company,  most  of  whom  were  from  the 
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Second  Parish,  met  at  tbe  Lower  MiDs,  aioimd  **Badlam*t 
at  the  junctioii  of  tlie  Upper  Road  and  the  lane, 
the  pveawt  River  Street. 

There  were  twenty-eight  carriages,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, in  which,  besides  the  occupants,  were  stov  tid  away  the 
necessary  edibles  to  assist  in  making  the  celebration  a 
success.  By  slow  degrees  this  procession  proceeded  ou  its 
journey,  finally  arriving  at  a  place  near  the  present  Jeru- 
aalem  Road.  Hexe  the  party  was  met  1^  twenty-three 
other  Dorchester  people,  who  had  made  the  trip  by  water, 
on  a  yacht  commanded  by  Captain  William  M.  Ro^gets. 
At  this  time  the  only  houses  in  the  vicinity  were  a  few 
scattered  fishermen's  huts.  The  Rev.  John  Codmaii.  pas- 
tor of  the  Second  Cliiireh,  delivered  in  address  and  offered 
a  prayer,  and  two  original  hymns  were  sung. 

On  June  17  of  tliis  year  Dorchester  observed  its  two 
hundredth  anniversary  with  appropriate  exercises.  Bey. 
John  Pierce,  DJ).,  d^vered  an  historical  diacoune;  and 
0r.  Tbaddeus  Mason  Harris,  pastor  of  the  Fixst  Parish, 
and  Dr.  John  Codman,  pastor  of  the  Second  Parish,  also 
took  part.  Much  to  tlie  regret  of  all,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Richmond  was  unable  to  l)e  present  on  account  of  illness. 

In  July  the  gecond  centennial  of  the  town  Wiis  cele- 
brated by  tlif  ('Imrch.  The  services  consisted  of  singing 
the  &Otli  and  tlie  107  th  Psalms  from  the  old  versions  of 
the  earlj  aettieis,  line  hy  line  being  i^ad,  after  the  ancient 
praetioe  of  the  Church,  and  an  anniveisaiy  seimon  hy 
the  Rev.  Tbaddeus  Mason  Hams.  This  contained  a  brief 
account  of  tiie  experiences  of  those  who  came  over  in  the 
"  Mary  and  John  "  from  the  time  they  left  England  down 
to  the  middle  of  the  ei{»htt'enth  century.  Referring  to  the 
time  in  which  lie  spoke.  Dr.  Harris  said,  "We  have 
arrived  iit  a  period  when  such  a  retrospect  of  the  da\-s  of 
old  and  the  yeai's  of  ancient  times  seems  peculiarly  proper. 
The  completion  nl  the  seccmd  centnrjr  since  the  arrival  of 
our  forefathers  to  begin  a  settlement  here  has  a  claim 
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upon  oar  special  notice  and  pious  coomieiiuiration.  On 
this  new  era  in  history,  '  which  is  for  us  a  memorial,'  we 
may  consider  ourselves  as  having  reached  an  elevation 
whence,  like  Moses  upou  Pisgah,  we  may  tiike  an  admiring 
view  oi  the  pleasant  places  and  goodly  heritage  of  those 
whom  the  Lord  has  bkeaed.** 

The  transportation  facilities  of  the  town  were  increased 
in  1830  by  the  addition  of  a  new  line  of  stage-coachea 

to  Boston,  which  was  started  in  opposition  to  those  driven 
by  Charles  and  Archibild  Dunmore.  Tlie  coaches  started 
near  the  site  of  tlie  present  railroad  station  on  Washington 
Street  near  ^lorfolk ;  but  the  Dunmore  brothers  had  so 
firm  a  hold  on  the  patronage  of  the  town  that  the  new  line 
waa  ahorlplived. 

The  eoaeh  line  of  the  Diumune  brotJieta  made  lioiirlj 
trips  from  the  Lower  Mills  to  the  city  proper.  There  wera 
two  coaches  daily,  one  starting  in  the  early  morning,  and 
the  other  at  noon.  On  the  return  trips  the  coaches  left 
Wilde's  Tavern  in  Tiostnn.  A  slate  wa.s  hunq-  in  tlie  ollice, 
on  which  were  the  names  of  would4>e  pjussengers ;  and 
often  the  exti^me  ends  of  the  city  had  to  be  visited  before 
the  journey  to  Dorchester  was  fairly  begun. 

The  road  over  which  the  eoachea  ran  passed  over  the 
Neck,  which  at  one  time  was  a  faTorite  baimt  for  highway- 
men, and  many  exciting  episodes  oocuxied  there.  Dr. 
Holbi-ook,  of  Milton,  used  to  relate  an  adventure  he  onee 
had  when  retnrning  home  after  a  visit  to  a  patient  in 
I?oston.  When  on  the  Neck,  the  bridle  of  his  horse  was 
suddenly  seized  by  a  robber,  while  a  confederate  "cut 
behind  "  the  sulky.  As  it  happened,  the  rear  part  of  the 
carriage  had  been  covered  with  sharp-pdnted  nails,  to  pr^ 
vent  miachieTOQS  boys  from  atealmg  rides.  The  doctor 
heard  a  oiyfrom  belund,  and  at  once  whipped  up  his  horse. 
This  was  so  unexpected  iSiat  llie  highwayman  at  the  horse's 
head  reUnquiahed  lus  gnsp^  and  had  plenty  of  time  to 
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$mi»t  h'lA  comrade  in  nursing  hm  wounded  fingers,  while 
the  doctor  druvc  Lome. 

The  fate  <m  die  ooaehaB  vas  iSb^^ywnsL  and  ahalf  cents 
each  way.  When  die  new  line  started  in  1680,  the  Ian 
was  ledttced  to  twentj<^ve  cents.  A  little  latei,  Captain 
Goodspeed,  the  comnuuuler  of  the  Dordtester  artilleiy, 
started  a  coach  which  ran  i^m  Captain  Eaton's  store,  on 
Meeting-House  ITill,  charging  only  twelve  and  a  lialf  cents 
each  way.  In  1834  William  Hf^llis  and  his  brot)>er  Joseph 
had  Use  ihst  line  of  oiujaijuses,  which  also  started  from 
CaptHiu  Kuton's  btore.  The  fare  was  twenty-five  cents, 
but  somewhat  cheaper  if  tiokefes  wete  puxchased.  These 
omnibuses  were  cumbeisome  affairs,  which  were  drawn  by 
four  hones.  Thej  made  their  headquarters  in  Boston  in 
front  of  the  Washington  Coffee  House,  on  Washington 
l^net  near  Milk  Stoeet.  Later,  William  Hendry  placed 
some  smaller  omnibuses  upon  this  same  route,  which  left 
Franklin  Street,  near  Washington  Street,  every  half-hour. 
These  omnibuses  were  the  immediate  [)redecessois  of  the 
hui-se-cars  and  the  present  electric  cai-s. 

Mr.  George  Fowler,  an  old  resident  of  Dorchester,  gives 
the  following  interesting  accoimt  of  tbe  training  and 
muster  dajs,  whidi  were  important  institntionB  at  this 
time.  He  saja: — 

"  There  were  tiro  dajs  in  ^e  year,  in  the  olden  time,  much 
ehnished  by  the  boys :  these  were  May  tnJning  and  Ihe  annual 
muster.   Tlie  military  foroe  of  Dorchester  consisted  of  a  rifle 

company  and  nn  artillery  company.  All  the  boys  believed  that 
the  former  possessed  the  finest  snare  drummer,  and  the  moat 
ear-spUtting  lifer,  in  the  whole  world.  The  artillery  company 
owned  a  bMS  dnmuner  by  the  name  of  jMdan,  always  called 
*  Jerdott,'  who  was  supposed  to  be  kon  coneaun.  He  was  a 
portly  man,  with  a  red  face,  who  flourished  his  drumsticks  in 
such  an  artistic  manner,  and  produced  such  deafening;  sounds, 
that  it  was  reaUy  wonderful;  it  was  not  advertised  as  a 
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*  recitaL'  The  single  drum  of  the  artillery  baud,  as  the  snare 
dram  wm  tiien  called,  waa  operated  on  by  a  gentlemaa  by  fhe 
name  of  Hwdey,  wbo,  I  think,  waa  In  the  naaooie  and  white- 
wash business.  The  artillery'  band  also  embraced  a  Kent  bogle 
and  a  fife,  four  pieces  against  tin  rifles'  two.  Jonlan  hnd  !>oon 
in  the  service  of  the  rifle  company,  but  had  deserted  to  the 
artilleiy. 

"The  onifonna  of  the  two  eompaoieB  were  of  aimflar  cut, 

— the  rifleB  lieing  grey,  the  artillery  blue.  The  cape  were  the 
leather,  bell-crowned  caps  of  the  English  foot-guards ;  and  the 
plumes  Hti2:f2:e8ted  magnified  admiration  marks,  being  jet  black, 
and  about  twenty-aix  inches  in  length.  When  the  troops 
marched,  these  plumee  bowed  aolemnly  at  eveiy  step.  They 
made  ttie  eoldien  out  to  be  eight  feet  high,  every  man  of  tliem. 
The  brass  six-poundeiti  of  the  artillery  company  had  been 
captured  from  the  Spiiuiarda  by  the  French,  from  the  French 
by  the  English,  and  from  the  English  by  the  Americans, — at 
least  so  asserted  the  boys  with  all  the  force  of  convictiou.^ 

'^The  muster,  whidi  always  oecuned  hi  the  fall,  waa  on 
Captain  Hanod'a  ground,  called  Bowdoin  Hill ;  now,  I  bdieve, 
promoted  to  a  mountahi.  The  troops  marched  up  Harrod*a 
yard  and  through  the  cow-ynrd  to  tl>e  tented  lield.  There  were 
booths  on  two  sides  of  thf  ground,  where  refreshments  could 
be  obtained,  —  the  liquid  pait  being  varied  and  extcDsive,  the 
solid  COOiiatiDg  principally  of  ginger-bread  and  coatard-pie, 
with  raw  oysters  at  six  cents  a  plate.  Iliere  waa  always  a 
sham  fight,  in  which  the  ununiformed  militia  participated,  and 
were  always  beaten  by  the  rifles  and  the  artillery.  The  general 
commanding  wore  very  tight,  brimstone-colored  knee-breeches, 
top-lKJots,  Spurs,  and  a  blue  coat,  the  breast  of  w  hich  lay  back 
in  enormous  lappels.  A  three^omered  hat  covered  his  head. 
He  waa  very  dcf»ential  to  his  horse,  and  it  always  seemed 
to  me  that  he  bailed  the  approaching  sunset  with  inaudible 
cheers.* 

'  Tlic  connection  of  tlie  French  and  the  Spaniards  with  these  cannon  is 
to  be  questioned.  They  were,  however,  captured  from  the  English  during 
the  War  tif  fba  RevolntloR,  and  were  lald  to  be  two  of  the  fleeet  epediDeni 
of  their  class.  Tlwj  were  afterwafda  taken  to  Che  eieeoal  at  8|iriiigfleM 
and  melted. 
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The  reader  should  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and  think 
what  a  difference  the  two  cpiitnriea  jrnit  passed  had  made 
in  the  coudition  of  the  town  aud  people ;  and  yet  what 
vaster  changes  were  destined  to  be  accomplished  duiiug 
the  next  fifty  yean  I  The  early  thatelMroofed  homes  had 
given  way  to  the  mote  pretentions  homes  of  the  modem 
oivilizatioo;  tlie  <me  simple  meetinghouse,**  where  all 
the  town  had  worshipped,  was  replaced  hy  three  parishes 
(together  with  Dorchester  Neck,  which  had  been  annexed 
to  Boston),  and  eleven  distinct  societies  of  worMliijjpers ; 
the  little  schoolhoitse,  which  had  well  answered  tlie  de- 
mands of  those  early  dayii,  now  boasted  seveml  offsprings, 
capable  of  guiding  a  larger  number  of  the  youths  aud 
maidens  in  the  paths  of  wisdom,  perhaps,  but  hardly  more 
comfortable.  How  many  of  tihe  good  people  of  Don 
ehester  remember  those  ** modem**  schoolhouses  of  tiie 
early  part  of  this  century,  where  a  roaring  fire  roasted 
the  detachment  of  children  serving  their  turn  at  the  StOVSt 
wliilc  the  ink  fro/o  on  the  master's  desk ! 

i  he  second  c  eiitnrj'  certainly  Hhowed  a  marvellous 
advance;  but  how  aia  it  Ix'  tninpart'd  with  the  few  brief 
years  which  have  passed  since  then  ?  The  stOHUi  i-ailruad, 
the  telegraph,  the  telephone,  the  deetrio  lights  and  cars, — 
all  were  tmknown  and  even  nndreamed  of  liy  those  who  at 
the  time  of  the  second  centennial  oonsidered  HienttelTes 
so  far  ahead  of  tlusir  fathere  and  giandfatbenk 

The  principal  char  v  ters  in  the  later  history  of  the  town, 
we  sliall  tind,  are  n  it  ill  descendants  of  the  old  Dorchester 
fathers ;  but  im  tiie  modern  civilization  mingled  together 
families,  who  knew  the  town's  past  only  as  a  matter  of 
record,  with  those  to  whom  it  was  a  strong  reality,  it  was 
natural  that  there  should  be  some  departure  from  the  rats 
in  which  events  had  tiavelled  htm  the  earlier  times. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark  that  the  changes  of  this  last 
century  are  rather  in  the  people  themselves  than  in  the 
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town.  Everything  was  becoming  more  progressive ;  and, 
in  Older  to  keep  pace  with  the  times,  the  Dcnehester 
people  found  it  neoeesaiy  to  throw  off  some  of  their 
conservatism. 

Dorchester  was  called  upon  in  1831  to  assist  the  people 
of  Neponset  Village  in  the  establishment  of  a  public 
school.  The  vill;ip-e  ;'.t  this  time  contained  twenty-four 
families,  and  there  were  thirty-four  childiea  who  were  of 
the  proper  age  to  attend  school.  The  nearest  suliool-build- 
ing  was  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  so  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  attend  regularly,  especially  during  the  winter 
months.  In  the  light  of  these  factSv  therefore,  Dorchester 
voted  to  grant  the  request  of  Neponset,  and  appropriated 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  a  town  school." 

The  town  did  not  enjoy  the  luxury  of  n  bunk  until  18;]2, 
when  the  "Dorchester  and  Milton  Bank  '  was  incorpomted, 
with  Moses  Whitney,  Esq^.,  for  its  lu^t  president.  In  1850 
the  name  of  the  bank  was  changed  to  the  **Bltte  Hill 
Bank,"  owing  to  the  loss  of  some  182,000  by  theft  Other 
banks  have  since  been  ineorporated;  but  the  Blue  Hill 
Bank,  as  it  is  still  called,  deserves  mention  as  the  pioneer 
institution  of  its  kind  in  Dorchester.  Its  present  officers 
are:  President,  Samuel  GaniU'tt;  casliipr,  S.  J.  Willis; 
directors,  Samuel  (tannett,  Labau  I'ratt,  A.  L.  Hollingv- 
worth,  Joseph  £.  Hall,  Horace  E.  Ware,  and  J.  Frank 
Howlaud. 

Dorchester  once  contained  the  only  powdeMnill,  the 
only  paper-mill,  the  only  cracker  manufactory,  the  only 
chooolate-miU,  and  the  cndy  playingK»rd  manu&ctoiy  in 

the  whole  country.  Hayward's  "  (3azetteer,"  early  in  the 
thirties,  mentions  Dorchester  as  an  agricultural  and  man- 
ufacturing town  of  about  3,500  inhabitants,  large  farms 
covering  broad  acrew,  card  factories  (Thomas-  Crehore's 
being  the  first  in  any  part  of  the  conntn-  to  manufacture 
playing  cards),  cotton,  chocolate,  and  starch  mills." 
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Commerce  has  never  received  its  proper  position  among 
the  industries  of  the  town.  About  the  year  1832  it  began 
to  be  tta  importaiit  element  in  the  life  of  the  town,  adding 
wealth  and  population.  Its  prominence  waa  of  short 
duration,  hat  muebactivily  waa  manifested  for  a  few 
years. 

In  1832  a  syndicate  was  formed  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  whale  and  cod  tisheiies  at  Commercial  Point.  This 
syndicaU;  was  coni{X)sed  of  Messrs,  Nathaniel  Thayer,  a 
brotlier  of  John  E.  Tliayer,  the  iouuder  of  the  houHe  of 
the  weU-known  fim  of  Kidder,  Peabody,  &  Co. ;  Mr.  Elisha 
PxeatoD,  of  Dfwcheater,  who  waa  the  aenior  partner  of  the 
firm  of  Pieaton  &  Thayer;  We.  Joeiah  Stackney,  a  well- 
known  Boston  merchant ;  and  Mr.  Charles  O.  Whttmote, 
of  the  firm  of  Lombard  it  Whitmore.,  whose  residence  was 
near  the  Point,  and  who  acted  as  "  ship's-husband  "  for  the 
vessels  eomjK)8ing  tlie  fleet.  This  syndicate  equipped  four 
vessels  for  the  wiiale  iisherv,  and  twenty  schoonere.  of 
which  two  —  the  *'  Belle  "  and  the  "  Fi-estou  "  —  were  buiit 
at  the  Point  They  purchased  not  only  the  wharf,  but 
quite  a  tract  of  land  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  where  they 
put  up  flakes  for  the  drying  of  their  codfish.  They  also 
built  some  coopei-sliops  and  a  store  for  the  aupply  of 
sailors*  outfits  and  ship  chandlery.  The  store  was  built 
from  the  material  nsed  in  the  coiistn^iction  of  the  f^rannry 
which  formerly  occuj)ied  the  site  of  the  present  Park 
Street  Church  in  the  city  proper.  A  small  an<l  antiquated 
sohuoneif  called  the  ""Superior,  "  was  employed  in  convey- 
ing the  catch**  to  Boston.  The  names  of  the  whalem 
were  the  ships  "  Charles  Canrdl  *'  (of  three  hundred  and 
eighty'«ix  tons),  the  «'Heiald,**  the  "Courier,**  and  the 
barque  "Lewis." 

The  "Charles  Cannll"  was  a  famous  ship  in  her  day. 
She  was  built  in  1828,  and  first  came  from  Newbnryport, 
later  being  taken  fiom  tlie  merchant  service  to  be  used  in 
tlie  Dorchester  whaling  fleet    On  October  31,  1833,  the 
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Charles  Carroll  sailed  for  the  Pacific  Ocean,  making  a 
voyage  which  lasted  nearly  four  years.  She  returned  to 
Commeiottl  Point  with  a  caigo  of  two  thowaiid  burels  of 
spenn  oil  and  also  a  large  quantUy  of  whalebone.  This 
vMsel  Iiad  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  fastest  of  her 
day ;  and  when  a  whale  was  ouce  sighted,  Mb  chances  were 
very  small  of  escaping  his  8[>eetly  pursuer.  In  1862  the 
"  Charles  Carroll "  made  her  last  trip,  beiiig  lost  while  on 
a  voyage  to  Europe.  Fortunately  the  erew  was  saved. 
Previous  to  this  the  vessel  had  been  sold  to  Messrs.  John 
IL  Peaison  &  Co.  for  their  line  of  Southern  packets.  It 
is  said  that  Anthony  Bums,  the  fugitive  slavet  came  to 
Boston  from  New  Orlesns  on  the  ^^CbaileB  OanoU.** 

Mr.  Willism  C.  Codman,  from  whom  tlie  dx>Te  intei^ 
eating  facts  were  obtained,  desorilws  the  amval  of  the 

Charles  CanoU'*  as  follows :~ 

I  well  remember  the  arrival  of  the  *  Charles  CarrolL*  The 
wharf  at  the  Point  was  lined  with  carriages  coming  from  great 
distances,  containing  relatives  or  friends  of  the  Jack  Tars. 
When  every  sail  had  been  furled,  they  were  aUowed  to  go 
asbODB.  AnxioaB  panats,  biothen,  and  sisteis  awaited  them. 
The  Jaoka  cUmbed  over  the  side  to  losh  into  their  ralatives' 
embraces.  The  scene  will  never  be  elEsoed  from  my  memoiy* 
'Tom,  dear  Tom,'  said  one,  'this  is  your  sister  whom  you 
have  nevor  seen.'  It  was  a  little  girl  of  tt^rop.  The  bronzed 
and  Bunburut  sailor  took  her  up  in  his  arum  and  gave  her  a 
smadc  whidi  echoed  bade  from  Dorchester  Heighta.  An 
ddeily  eoaple  hinged  and  sqneesed  their  son  nntil  there  was 
not  enough  breath  to  blow  out  a  dog  vane.  The  fiancee  of 
another  sailor  was  not  so  demonstrative  at  first,  but  when 
they  had  got  to  a  spchuh^d  part  of  the  wharf,  full  vent  was 
given,  and  it  is  unneeeiisary  tu  Btute  how  many  kisses  were 
ezebsnged  and  liow  much  billy^cooing  was  done  by  the  parties 
interested.  Bat  it  was  sad  to  see  many  of  the  sailors  who  lisd 
no  relatives  or  sweethearts  to  wolcome  their  return.  An  hour 
snfSced  to  clear  the  wharf,  and  Commercial  Point  resumed  its 
every'day  appearancet  with  the  exception  that  the  ^Charles 
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CarroU '  Uy  at  the  end  of  the  pUr  with  a  valuable  caigo,  whidi 
WM  to  add  flometUng  of  peonniary  importeooe  to  the  eollei* 
of  the  ^yiiditttie»  as  well  aa  to  *tlw  lay '  of  the 

Hie  Courier**  made  voyageti  from  Dorcheeter  in  1884 
•ad  1886«  with  varying  suocesB.  The  Herald*'  also  made 
YOyagea  at  about  the  aame  time,  but  with  better  sacoeaa. 
Robert  P.  Tolmaa  and  C.  Stimiier  shipped  on  her,  as  boja, 
from  Dorchester,  and  returned  in  her,  never  to  venture 
a^in  on  the  pursuit  of  whales.  The  '*  Lewis "  was  for- 
merly a  ship,  but  was  converted  into  a  barque  after  she 
wa.s  purchased  by  the  syndicate.  She  proved  unsuccessful, 
and  was  a  victim  of  the  war,  being  ouo  of  the  ^^»toue  ileet" 
wIuoIl  waa  sunk  off  Chaiieetoii  daring  the  Rebellion. 

Bjl840  the  laat  of  the  ahips  was  aold,  and  the  ayndioate 
was  dissolved.  **It  was  not  because  the  buMness  was 
un remunerative,"  writes  Mr.  Codman,  "but  because  Mr. 
Whitmore's  interest  in  hia  firm  required  his  attention  in 
the  city  proper.  For  many  years  after«-ard  Commercial 
Point  remained  desolate.  Quoting  from  an  old  merchant, 
♦The  nits  ran  al^iui  the  wharf  with  teai-B  in  their  eyes.* 
At  pre.sent  there  are  a  few  schooners  landing  occasionally 
«  cargo  of  coal  at  the  whatl,  but  those  atately  ahipa  are  no 
more  forever* 

Hie  Neponset  ^ver  was  used  fbr  navigation  aa  early  aa 

1820.  Four  years  later  a  lumber  wharf  was  built  near  the 
head  of  tide-water  by  Joseph  Porter;  and  in  the 
Granite  Railway  romriany  ran  a  railroad  from  Quincy  to 
the  tide-water  ai  {Tuilivt-r's  Tieek,  bringing  the  granite 
from  the  quarricii  to  the  ilat-lx)ttomed  barges  at  the  creek 
in  large  cars.  It  must  be  remembered  that  Uiis  was  before 
the  time  of  steam  transportation,  and  these  can  were 
drawn  by  horses.  In  1827  William  Hobart  started  his 
gfun  business  near  the  head  of  tide-water,  and  employed 
two  schooners  between  New  York  and  Dorchester,  the 
cargfo  to  Dorchestin  ]^\r\^  p^rain,  and  to  New  York  granite. 
Four  years  later  the  liist  hard  coal  was  placed  on  sale  at 


Digitizea  by  LiOOgle 


180 


GOOD  OLD  D0BCUE8ISB. 


Dorchester^  being  brought  up  the  Neponset.  Previous  to 
Hub  Myeial  cargoes  of  hatd  coal  had  been  unloaded  in 
Boidiester,  but  they  weze  for  fhe  ezdnolTe  use  ci  soma 

manufacturing  companies. 
The  navigation  of  the  river  attained  its  nuuLimnm  height 

in  1833,  when  seventy-four  vessels,  aggregating"  six  thou- 
sand tons,  unloaded  their  rar^oes  at  Neponset  Village,  at 
the  liead  of  navigjition,  besides  many  vessels  which  sailed 
up  the  river  empty  to  be  loaded  with  granite  to  be  trans- 
ported elsewhere.  The  nav  ignition  was  practically  ruined 
▼hen  die  Ghranite  Bridge  was  erected  in  1887. 

SeTonl  fiaaa  have  started  busineeB  of  one  hind  or 
another  at  diffiBrent  times  along  the  river,  but  most  of 
them  have  not  been  long-lived.  In  1839  a  grain  store 
was  built  at  Neponset  Bridge  by  Micah  Humphrey.  He 
brought  ius  grain  from  New  York,  and  took  ba<  k  leaclied 
ashes,  which  were  sold  at  Long  Island  to  1h-  used  for 
enriching  the  laud.  Whatever  trade  ha^  remained  has 
gradually  been  shifted  from  the  head  of  tide-water  to 
Neponset  itself,  so  that  many  people  have  foigotten  that 
the  head  of  tids-irater  was  once  thesoene  of  busy 
shipping. 

Commercial  Point,  fonnerly  known  as  ^'Tiuian,'*  was 

opened  as  a  place  of  business  early  in  this  century,  being 
pnreliased  by  Messi-s.  Newell  &  Niles.  A  company  was 
formed  to  erect  a  dam  from  the  Point  acmss  Mill  Creek 
to  Leeds'  Point,  which,  it  was  expected,  would  furnish  a 
BufBcient  supply  of  water  to  ran  several  mills  and  menu- 
factories.  The  owners  of  the  old  llleston  mill  made 
serious  objections  to  the  plan,  and  caused  it  to  be  aban- 
doned. A  bridge  was  built  instead  of  the  dam ;  but  owing 
to  its  exposed  position  it  could  not  be  kept  in  repair,  and 
finally  became  dilapidated.  Newell  &  Niles  were  unfortu- 
nate in  their  undertakings,  and  went  out  of  l)usiness.  Soon 
the  Point  wivs  n('<Tlectcd,  and  no  business  was  transacted 
there  until  the  sudden  burst  uf  enthusiasm  in  18S2* 


Digiiizea  by  Google 


UM.]     FBOX  XHB  BBVOLDTIOSr  TO  THB  BVBBLUQtr.  181 


The  Point  is  located  at  the  month  of  the  Nejx)uset  River, 
and  is  favoi  al  ly  situated  for  a  Inr^e  business.  The  activity 
of  1832— iO»  however,  does  not  seem  kkeiy  to  be  repeated; 
aad  the  futon  prosperity  of  the  town  MeinB  destined  to  bo 
derived  from  otiier  mdostries.  Unfortnnatelyt  the  antioi> 
pations  expressed  in  the  foUowing  lines,  written  \tj  Mr* 
Samuel  Davis,  of  Plymoutii,  Mass.,  will  profaeUy  never 
be  fulfilled:— 

"  Where  'noT?cnE8TER  her  I-irid  ho-^om  sweUs, 
Courts  her  ^oung  navies,  aod  the  town  rcpeli} 
High  oa  the  Mount,  amid  the  fragrant  air, 
Hope  rtood  tubUma,  and  waved  bar  aabun  hair; 
Calnn  d  w\rh  her  roB)'  smile  the  to«8ing  deep, 
And  wiih  swoet  accents  charmed  the  woods  to  sleep. 
To  toothern  plaint  she  stretched  her  snowy  hand, 
HiglnwaTlng  woods  and  sea-eDcireled  atraod— 
•  Hi'^r  mc  '        cried)  *  ye  rising  realm--  rmnl 
Time's  opening  scenes,  and  Truth's  uaerriog  word. 
There  ahall  brawl  atreeUi  tlieir  italely  waUs  extend, 
The  Circus  widen  and  the  CHBaCKHT  bend; 
There,  from  famnd  <  itics,  o'er  the  cultured  land 
Shall  bright  canals  and  solid  roads  expand  — 
There  fhe  prond  avch,  coloasas-like,  bestride 
Yon  circling  liay,  and  bound  the  chasing  tide; 
Enib^'llisbed  ^iIlil^5  crown  tlic  land.^tapo  stcene, 
Farms  wave  with  gold,  and  orchanIi<  blush  between. 
There  shall  tail  spires  and  doue^apped  towers  ascend, 
And  piers  and  quays  their  masstva  stmotures  blend  — 
Wliile  with  each  l>roc7:c  approaching  vessels  glide^ 
And  eastern  trca.-iiir(  <<  waft  on  every  tide.' 
Then  ceased  the  nynij>lt,  —  tumnltiiotts  echoes  roar, 
And  Joy'H  loud  voire  was  heard  from  shore  to  shore. 
Her  srrai'cful  steps,  descending,  pressed  the  {)l;iin, 
And  I'eacc,  and  Art,  and  Labor  joined  her  train." 

The  DorDhester  Anti^Slavery  Society  was  ozganized 
April  24,  1835.    Dr.  Samuel  Mulliken,  a  well-known 

physician  in  the  town,  was  elected  president,  and  the  Rev. 
David  Sanford,  the  jiastor  of  the  Village  Church  at  the 
Lower  Milb,  was  chosen  corresponding  secretaiy.  The 
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object  of  the  society  is  indicated  by  itn  name ;  but  a  fundar 
mental  ptinciple,  as  laid  down  in  the  constitatioD,  was 
never  to  ooontenanoe  ih»  oppoceaaed  in  vindicating  Vbtm 
liglitB  hy  reaorting  to  phjsioal  foioe.**  One  of  the  fimt 
acta  of  this  newly  organized  society  was  to  make  aixange- 
mmts  lor  the  coming  Fourth  of  July ;  and  the  result  wea 
pronounced  by  members  of  the  society  to  be  "  the  most 
Christiciti,  and,  for  the  times,  the  most  appropriate  celebra- 
tion of  the  day  that  ever  took  place  in  Dorchester.** 

The  celebratiuu  was  held  in  the  Second  Church,  four 
elezgymen  of  difleient  denominations  taking  part  in  the 
exeioiaea  of  the  day.  Among  theae  waa  Bev.  E.  H.  P. 
Wella,  in  whoee  memoxy  the  Wdla  Memorial  Building  in 
Boston  mui  erected.  Nathaniel  Hall,  Jr.,  who  afterwards 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Parish  Church  for  forty  years,  was 
present,  and  took  an  antive  part.  It  is  more  tlian  jirobable 
that  Mr.  Hall  was  influenced  greatly  by  tlie  oration  deliv- 
ered on  this  oocasion  by  William  Lloyd  Garriaon,  for  he 
was  very  decided  m  his  stand  against  slavery  from  that 
time.  On  the  oocasion  of  Mr.  Hall*s  fortieth  annivenniy 
of  hia  connection  with  the  First  Parish,  the  Christian 
Begister**  eiud:  **No  other  pulpit  in  America  was  more 
earnestly  or  more  powerfully  outspol^i  ti  in  bdialf  of 
human  freedom  in  tiie  moat  oritioal  day  of  the  anti-aiaveiy 
struggle." 

In  1835  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall,  Jr.,  was  ordained 
colleague  witli  Rev,  Dr.  Harris ;  and  nj>on  the  latter's 
resignation,  a  year  later,  Mr.  Hall  assumed  entire  charge 
of  the  First  Pariah. 

It  will  be  rmnemhered  that  in  1808  Dorchester  lost  its 
first  slice  by  annexation,  when  Boston  took  Dnrdiester 
Neck,  or  South  Boston,  to  rdieve  its  crowded  limits.  The 
next  movement  in  the  same  direction  was  in  1836,  when 
the  inhabitants  of  Little  Neck,  Washington  Villajxe.  askod 
to  be  annexed  to  Boston.  They  urged  that  they  were  futir 
miles  from  the  town  house,  and  more  than  a  mile  from  any 
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school.  Occasionally  they  were  uiiabie  to  enjoy  smy  ^school 
advantages  at  all,  owing  to  tlie  iaot  that  the  tida-water  was 
allowed  to  oveiflow  the  public  zoad.  It  was  natuial  lihat 
the  mother  town  ahould  be  unwilling  to  lose  mote  of  ita 
tenitoiy.  As  we  have  seen,  Milton,  StoughtoOf  Canton, 
and  several  other  towns  had  lx.>cn  previously  set  off,  taking 
away  from  the  extent  of  old  Dorchester,  leaving  a  stretch 
of  laud  but  ten  miles  in  length,  and  containing  only  about 
seven  thousand  acres  of  land.  The  loss  of  Dorcliester 
Neck  curtailed  the  town  still  further,  and  the  town  felt 
that  it  would  take  little  more  to  cause  its  identity  to  be 
destiojed.  The  oppoeitioa  to  the  annexation  was  effectilTe 
in  postponing  the  event,  the  matter  being  delayed  until 
Maj  21, 1855,  when  Washington  Village  finally  became  a 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

On  January  30,  1836,  Dorchesti^r  lost  one  of  its  fore- 
most manufacturers.  Mr.  William  Sumner  was  the  last 
one  of  his  name  to  be  conuected  with  the  paper  industry, 
which  liad  been  conducted  by  his  family  since  1781.  The 
"  Sumner  MiU  **  was  weU  known  to  all  the  inhabitantB  of 
the  town ;  but  with  tin  decease  of  Mr.  Sumner,  as  recorded 
above,  the  busmeas  passed  into  other  hands. 

This  mill  was  originally  built  by  Qeozge  Clark  of 
Milton.  In  1773  the  town  deeded  to  liim  fourti^en  acres 
of  land,  on  condition  that  the  mill  be  built  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  thus  coming  under  the  taTtable 
property  of  Dorchester.  In  return  for  this  property  Mr. 
Clark  paid  the  town  something  over  five  hundred  dollars. 

A  paper  mill  was  at  once  erected,  and  Mr.  Clark  began 
bunness.  Owing  to  various  causes,  the  enterprise  did  not 
prove  as  lucrative  as  had  been  expected,  and  in  1786  the 
property  was  bought  by  William  Sumner  and  Patrick 
Connor.  After  continuing'  the  business  together  for  a  short 
time,  Mr.  (yonnor  tiunsfen-ed  part  of  his  shaie  to  Riclxard 
Clark,  find  in  1794  Connor  made  over  a  life  estate  in  his 
remaiumg  share  to  George  Clark,  and  the  reversionary 
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inteiest  to  Jeremiah  Tucker  Clark.  When  Riehard  Chnk 
died,  in  1796,  Mr.  Sumner  bought  out  the  aharee  of  the 

Clark  family,  assuming  entire  control  of  the  business. 

In  1839  Lyceum  Hall  was  built  at  Meeting-House  Hill. 
Mr.  Henry  A.  Clapp,  writing  of  it,  says,  "  Few  buildings 
of  its  sort  in  New  England  have  been  allied  in  more  inti- 
mate and  diverse  fivsliion  to  the  life  of  a  conununity  during 
a  half-centuiy  of  wiiat  we  may  call  auiarian  existence.** 
This  building  was  erected  upon  hind  at  Meeting-House 
Hill  which  tbe  town  of  Dorchester  had  deeded  for  that 
puipoee  in  accordanoe  wiHi  a  vote  passed  in  town  meeting 
that  same  year.  A  ]  nilding  committee  was  chosen,  con- 
Btsting  of  Colonel  Walter  Baker,  president;  Samuel  P. 
Loud,  treasurer;  John  H.  Robinson,  collector;  and  Messrs. 
Thomas  Tremlett,  William  Swan,  Moses  Draper,  and 
OHver  Hall. 

Before  the  committee  had  been  chosen,  the  promoters  of 
Ihe  entefprise  had  issued  an  Address  to  our  Fellow  Citi- 
tmf**  in  which  the  arguments  in  favor  of  buUding  such  a 
hall  were  clearly  laid  down.  Dorchester,  this  circular 
infonned  its  readers,  was  distinguished  from  almost 
every  considerable  village  in  New  England  in  being  with- 
out a  suitable  place  for  public  meetings, — a  distinction 
not  certainly  commendable,  since  lus  a  consequence  we  are 
deprived  of  much  iulellectual  and  moral  benefit."  Atten- 
tion was  particularly  called  to  the  fact  that  "  oui-  location 
with  regard  to  Boston  and  Cambridge  affords  us  peculiar 
facilities  fm  the  obtaining  of  -  agree&Ue  and  accomplished 
lecturers.**  Moreover,  another  end  to  be  served  was  the 
important  one  of  affording  a  place  for  free  and  public 
discnssions  on  subjects  of  common  interest,  and  for  mntnal 
impro  <  rt iiMit  in  debate,  declamation,  or  other  valuable 
accoui]jlisiunent*i." 

These  wei-e  the  public  interests  which  the  promoters 
thought  the  hall  would  subserve ;  but  there  was  further 
usefulness  which  was  of  hardly  less  importance.  It  might 
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be  used  by  the  First  Parish  as  a  room  in  which  the  choir 
could  leiiuai-sie  more  frequently  and  conveuieutly,  enabling 
the  singers  to  improve  in  their  sweet  and  sacred  arti*'  «a 
the  wording  of  the  circular  expressed  it.  Hiere  would 
also  be  an  opportunity  for  the  First  Parish  to  hold  its 
Sunday-school  in  this  building,  thus  saving  the  children 
from  spending  the  intermission  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
efface  the  good  impression  which  may  have  been  received," 
the  temptation  being  afforded  by  the  necessity  of  dis- 
mi.s.sing  the  children  at  an  early  hour,  when  the  regular 
service  of  the  Chuich  began.  There  is  uothiag  to  show 
that  the  First  Church  ever  availed  itself  of  the  oppor- 
tunities suggested  by  the  cizoular;  hut»  without  that»  there 
was  amjAe  need  of  hotter  accommodations. 

Lyceum  Hall  was  finished  in  February,  1840,  having 
anterooms  and  a  gallery  in  front.  On  the  27th  of  the 
month  extensive  preparations  were  made  for  the  dedication 
of  the  building.  Governor  Edward  Everett  being  invited 
to  deliver  the  oration.  He  found  it  inconvenient,  however, 
to  be  present;  so  Hon.  Horace  Mann  was  the  orator  of 
the  occasion.  Colonel  Baker  presided,  and  Rev.  John 
Pierpont  composed  a  hymn,  also  offering  prayer.  Mr. 
Samuel  Swan  lent  his  piano  for  the  occasion,  acting  him> 
self  as  accompanist  to  the  singers.  Two  tickets  were  sent 
to  each  minister  and  one  to  each  schoolmaster  in  the 
town,  and  live  hundml  were  distributed  in  all.  The  Dor- 
cliester  hidies  contributed  il25  towards  the  purchase  of 
a  chandelier. 

It  was  proposed  at  first  to  name  tiie  hall  after  the  popular 
president  of  the  committee,  Colonel  Walter  Baker;  hut  he 
stondy  declined  the  honor,  and  the  name  of  ^Lyceum 

Hall  "  was  decided  upon. 

In  1866  the  stock  passed  into  new  hands,  and  the  hall 
was  partially  rebuilt.  The  anterooms  and  gallery'  were 
removed,  and  additions  and  entrances  were  made  on  tl»e 
sides  and  in  Uie  rear.    "Almost  from  the  moment  of  its 
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completion,"  says  Mr.  Clapp, Lyceum  Hall  began  through 
its  engagements  to  farniBh  an  abstract  and  brief  ohronide 
of  the  intelleotiul  and  social  life  of  Dorchester,  and  in  no 
small  degree  of  the  larger  life  of  the  commonwealth  and 

the  nation." 

The  idea  of  having  popular  lectures  was  just  receiving 
recognition  at  this  time,  and  thus  Lyceum  Hall  Ix^came  a 
potent  factor  in  educating  the  minds  of  the  community, 
and  influeucuig  their  political  opinion.  Dr.  Jerome  Van 
Crowninshield  Smith,  afterwards  mayor  of  Boston,  lectured 
on  Geology  ;  Mr.  Pnrdett  talked  on  Phrenology ;  Mr.  W. 
Phillips,  Mr.  William  Lloyd  Granison,  Bov.  John  Plerpont» 
and  Theodore  Parker  cansed  mnch  excitement  in  adiroc«t> 
ing  the  abolition  of  slaN  cry. 

In  1847  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church  began  to  Jiold  its 
services  here.  A  writer,  referring  to  these  s^vices,  sajs : 

I  well  remember  my  smaU-boyiah  recognition  of  a  certain 
plqiiancy  imparted  to  such  ehueh-going  by  the  oeenlar  flayer 

of  the  room,  two  of  the  comers  of  which  were  always  stiffly 
occni)i«^rl  hy  life-sized  plaster  statues  of  two  of  the  more  repu- 
table g(Ki(lertse8  of  the  Ancient  Roman  persuasion.  Bewilder- 
ing traces  of  the  concert  or  negro  minstrelsy  to  which  the  hall 
had  been  deroted  on  Saturday  night  had  not  always  alto- 
getiier  disappeared  oo  Sunday  morning,  and  an  unfailing 
interest  attached  to  the  mystical  sets  of  couceutric  circles, 
painted  in  permanent  white  at  regular  intervals  upon  the  floor, 
the  meaning  of  which  is  not  clear  to  me  now,  although  I  recall 
that  my  eager  inquiry  waa  stifled,  not  met,  by  the  ioformatioQ 
that  they  were  used  in  dancing.'* 

The  Dorchester  Whigu  at  once  made  T.ycetim  Hall  their 
headquartere.  In  Mr.  Samuel  Swan's  diary,  under  the 
date  of  July  3,  1840,  is  the  following  intei-esting  entry: 

The  Whigs  spent  the  day  rigging  up  a  Tessel  in  front  of 

the  hall,  to  be  drawn  in  procession  to  a  firrand  rally  in  Dedham 
the  next  day.   All  night  the  young  Whigs  kept  lively  watch 


Digiiized  by  Google 


1M».]   mOU  THE  VMVOVOTSaSf  10  TBR  BEBELUOII.  189 

at  the  reading-room  to  prevent  the  Locofooos  from  destroyiog 
the  vessel  before  she  should  start  on  her  first  voyage.  The 
Democrats,  in  the  old  gun  bouse  near  by  also  held  vigil  that 
the  Wh^  »boQld  not  be  able  to  spike  the  csonon  witb  whieh 
fhey  profKMed  to  oelebnte  the  opening  of  the  ooming  Fonifb." 

Diiniig  the  war  the  hall  was  used  as  a  lecruiting  plaoe» 
and  for  zeceptions  to  oompanies  of  volimte«n  on  their 
dspaituie  oi  amval.  In  1851,  on  the  oocasion  of  the  gteat 

railroad  jubilee/*  President  Fillmore  stepped  off  the  train 
at  Harrison  Square,  and  was  escorted  into  Boetoii  by  the 
Laiicei-s,  between  rows  of  Dorchester  school-children,  the 
procession  siiirting  in  front  of  the  hall. 

It  is  not  possible  to  allude  to  nil  the  impoi'tHnt  events 
whieh  took  place  uuderucuiii  thu  roof  of  Lyceum  Hall. 
When  the  town  was  annexed  to  Boston  die  building  lost 
some  of  its  historical  fiune,  being  brought  into  competition 
wi&  Faneuil  Hall  and  other  celebrated  antiquities ;  but  it 
will  always  remain  the  same  to  the  old  residents  nf  the 
town.  It  was  with  deep  regret  to  many  that  the  building 
finally  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  its 
associations  clearly  belonged  to  the  indi>'iduiility  of  (Jood 
Old  Dorehejiter.  At  the  present  time  Lycenm  Hall  is  used 
for  a  primary  scliooL,  having  been  puichased  by  the  city  in 
1891,  and  remodelled  for  this  purpose. 

The  presidential  campaign  of  1840  was  entered  into 
witli  much  enthusiasm,  especially  by  tlie  3roung  men  of  the 
town.  Mr.  William  C.  Codman  was  one  of  the  partici- 
pants, and  he  gives  us  an  interesting  account  of  the  pn^ 
ceedings.   He  says :  — 

We  —  that  is,  the  Whigs  of  Dorchester  —  were  accustomed 
darintj  this  eampai^rn  to  march  to  the  nnmlier  of  some  hundreds 
to  a  ham  (the  wituvniiis  or  lo<i  eabins  not  ])einfl:  snfUeiently  ca- 
pacious), and  there  listen  to  the  campaign  orators.  By  the  bye, 
it  was  genially  conceded  that  a  bun  nearest  resembled  a  log 
cabin.  We  ignored  pabUc  halls,  meeting  and  town  houses,  oat 
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of  letpoot  to  oor  Bufiimye  etadldato.  Major  Cqten  had  a 

mammoth  barn  on  River  Street,  at  the  Lower  Mills,  which  was 
our  principal  rmdezvotts.  On  each  side  of  the  dooi-s  a  barrel 
of  hard  cider  was  *'ou  tap."  From  these  we  stimulated  when 
we  went  in,  also  at  intervals  during  the  speeches,  and  then  we 
^■timnlated  when  we  went  oat.  I  have  hrard  that  hard  eider  ie 
aoppoaed  to  make  one  eroae,  bnti  am  poeitive  it  had  the 
contrary  effect  on  us.  We  were  intensely  amiable.  In  tllia 
campaign  our  war  cry  waa  '  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too.' 

Among  the  speakers  at  one  of  these  gatherings  was  Mr. 
Goodrich,  bettv  known  aa  *  Peter  Fariey.'  A  capital  anec- 
dole  tdd  hj  him,  which  htooght  down  the  home  (ham,  if  yon 
pleaee),  I  wdl  remember,  though  forty-three  years  have  paaeed 

since  it  was  narrated:  'Not  far  from  the  spot  where  we  are 
now  assembled  lives  a  well-t«.)-do  funner.  He  does  not  dabble 
much  iu  politics,  but  his  weekly  newspaper  keeps  him  fairly 
poeted  on  the  great  iasnea  of  the  day.  I  think  he  liad  not  qnite 
made  np  hia  mind  on  wldeh  aide  to  vote;  but  the  matter  waa 
aoou  settled  when  his  wife  rushed  Into  the  corn  bam,  where  he 
was  husking,  saying,  '*  Joe,  I  know  now  who  is  going  to  be  the 
next  President."  "Nonsense,"  said  Joe  ;  "who  told  you?" 
**The  pigeons  did;  for  when  I  went  to  feed  them  they  cooed 
cot  *  Tip-e-eanoe-oo-oo— Tippecanoe,*  and  yon 'd  better  vote  for 
hhn  if  yon  want  to  aave  yonr  repotatlon  for  ahrewdneaa."' 

"On  the  morning  of  the  10th of  September,  there  gathered 
in  front  of  the  town  hall  exactly  one  hundred  Whips.  It  was  a 
motley  company,  Iwtli  as  to  men,  horses,  and  e<iuipments.  My 
memory  reverts  to  the  old  farm  horse  on  which  I  was  mounted, 
and  I  laogh,  while  I  write,  at  flie  Indieroaa  appearance  of  the 
lioiM — and  its  rider.  Uy  two  brothers  and  myself  had  drawn 
lots  for  the  three  horses  from  our  father's  stable,  whicTi  resulted 
in  my  getting  'old  Black,'  while  my  more  fortunate  brothers 
each  had  a  spirited  and  handsome  bob- tail  bay.  Accustomed 
aa  my  steed  iud  been  for  fourteen  years  to  tlie  fields,  it  is  easy 
to  imagine  title  effect  of  martial  mnsio  on  his  unaccustomed  ear. 
When  we  were  ordered  to  fall  in,  and  at  the  very  first  sonnd  of 
drum  and  fife,  '  Old  Black '  was  in  a  high  state  of  nen-ous 
excitement,  and  at  once  forged  ahead  of  the  whole  cavalcade, 
80  that  I  might  easily  have  been  taken  for  one  of  James's 
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*Bolitai7  hofaemen/ — and  then,  after  coosideTable  cavoitliig, 
he  would  drop  aa  far  astern  aa  he  had  langed  ahead ;  bat,  witii 

backing  and  filling,  I  finally  succeeded  in  averaging  it  aroand, 
so  that  when  we  had  reached  the  'Xick.'  where  we  were 
received  by  an  escort  from  Boston,  1  wa«  in  my  proper  place. 
Additions  to  our  numbers  were  then  made  by  the  cavalcades 
frooi  Rozbaiy,  Brookllne,  and  Brighton,  and,  aa  &  whole,  we 
pieaented  a  formidable  amy  of  atatwart  Harriaonitea,  and  mnat 
have  Impressed  the  Democrats,  or  Locofocos,  —  for  we  called 
them  by  both  names,  —  that  the  victory  wns  ours.  The  pro- 
cession moved  on  to  Beacon  Street,  where  we  rested  at  the  old 
frame  building,  — then  a  tavern,  and,  I  believe,  still  atandiug 
on  the  corner  of  Parker  and  Beacon  atreeta* 

**Agloriona  daj  up  to  this  time,  but  the  gathering  clouds 
were  ominous.  The  word  of  command  was  again  given,  and 
the  whole  processiou  —  imnieuse,  overpowering  procession,  we 
thought  —  proceeded  on  towards  Ch&rlestown.  We  made  a 
detoor  at  Winter  Stre^  ao  aa  to  paaa  the  (M  Sooth  Meeting- 
Honae ;  it  woold  liava  been  onpatriotio  not  to  have  done  ao. 
How  inglofioaBly  we  passed  that  relic  of  *  ye  olden  time '  any 
one  of  onr  cavalcade  will  well  remember;  for,  when  we  had 
turned  from  Winter  into  Washington  Street,  it  began  to  rain  in 
torrents,  completely  deluging  us.  Without  waiting  for  orders, 
aqoad  after  aqnad  left  ttie  lanka  for  aimlter,  going  to  Taf fs,  the 
New  England  GoOee  Honae,  or  the  '  Stacfcpole,'  on  Milk  Street, 
while  comparativelj  few  went  on  to  Cliaileatown,  where  thej 
Uatened  to  the  *great  expounder.* 

*•  After  the  exercises  were  over,  and  the  procession  had 
reached  the  head  of  State  Street,  the  deserters  again  joined  the 
oavaleade,  and  we  retnraed  to  DoKheater.  On  teaching 
Meeting  Hooae  Hill,  we  were  Jeeied  at  by  a  nmnber  of  Demo- 
crats, and  not  very  complimentary  allusions  were  made  to  our 
bespattered  condition.  In  front  of  Captain  Ebenezer  Eaton's 
store,  susppndfd  to  an  old  elm,  was  hung  out  (fortunately  very 
low)  a  red  tlannel  petticoat,  typifing  our  candidate  as  an  *  old 
granny'!  We  bad  been  obliged,  during  the  day,  to  paaa  under 
ft  great  many  of  theae  pettiooata,  partlcnlaily  on  the  Neck, 
where  ttiere  were  then  many  trees,  but  few  houaea.  This  waa 
more  ezaqperathig  than  the  jeers ;  but  we  liad  an  heroic  aea 
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Oftptain  among  ns.  Riwhing  out  from  tbe  nmka  at  a  foil 
gallop,  he  tore  the  petticoat  from  the  brandiea,  and,  ftniM  tbe 

anathemas  and  howlu  of  the  LocofocoB,  bore  it  in  triumph 
back  to  the  cavalcade,  which  had  ro8um«d  its  inarch  to  the 
Town  Hall,  where,  after  singing  a  campaign  song,  we  were 
dlamiised.'** 

It  will  undoabtedly  be  something  of  a  surprise  to  many 
of  Dorchester's  present  inhabitaitts  to  learn  that  the  town 
was  conservative  enough  in  1842  to  make  a  strong'  objec- 
tion to  the  modern"  invention  of  railroads.  Whe?i  a 
petition  was  brought  before  the  Legishiture,  a-sking  pemiiij- 
siou  to  build  a  raiiioad  from  Boston  to  Quincy  by  any  one 
of  thiee  lontes  passing  through  Dorchester,  tiie  town  was 
bitter  in  its  opposition.  A  legal  meeting  of  the  oitizena 
of  the  town  was  held  Febmaiy  2,  with  Col.  Walter  Baker 
presiding  as  moderator.  At  this  meeting  the  following 
lesolutions  wrae  passed: — 

JSnoM,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  the  lalfaoad 
petitioned  for  by  Thomas  Greenleaf  and  othen,  if  located  npon 

eitiier  of  the  lines  designated  u)>on  tlieir  plan,  will  be  of  lacal- 
eulftble  injury  to  the  town  generally,  in  addition  to  the  immense 
sacrifice  of  private  property  which  will  also  be  involved.  A 
great  portion  of  the  road  will  lead  through  thickly  settled  and 
populous  parts  of  the  town,  crosshig  and  ranning  oontigaoos  to 
pablio  hi^wajs,  and  tiiereby  making  a  permanent  obstmetion 
to  a  free  interconrse  of  our  citizens  from  one  part  of  the  town  to 
another,  and  creating  great  and  endnring  danger  and  liazard  to 
all  travel  upfm  tlie  common  roads. 

Betolved,  Tliat  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legislature,  there  can 
be  shown  sufllcient  eiddence  of  pabUc  otility  to  jaatify  the 
taking  of  private  property  at  all,  for  the  construcdon  of  this 
projected  railroad,  It  should  be  located  upon  the  marshes,  and 
over  orpek'j  1>f<rderin^  the  harbor  and  Neponset  River,  and  as 
remote  &a  {>o6tiil)le  from  all  other  roads ;  and  by  which  a  less 

1  The  Presidential  Ckmpatja  of  1840.  —  Btttan  Saturdaf  Evming  GomUt, 
Oct7,im 
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sacrifice  will  be  made  of  prlvnte  property,  and  a  much  lew 
injury  occasioDed  to  the  town  and  the  public  generally. 

Rttobsedy  ThaX  our  representatives  be  instructed  to  use  their 
iitmoet  emleftvoft  to  prevent}  if  possible,  so  great  %  calamity  to 
our  town  ae  mnet  be  the  location  of  any  laUroad  through  it; 
and  if  tiiat  cannot  be  prevented,  to  diminish  this  calamity,  as 
far  as  possible,  by  oonflning  the  location  to  the  roote  herein 
designated. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Dorchester  records. 
Attest: 

(Signed)    Thomas  J.  Touian, 
Doaouina,  Isb.  9,  Utt.  Tmm  CUrk, 

A  committee  was  appoiuicd  uxid  legal  counuel  obtained 
to  oppose  ihe  measttie  before  ^  Lej^Uatuie.  Tbe  i^e- 
eentatives  of  tiie  town  ia  tihat  body  were  instracted  to 
use  their  utmost  power  to  preTent  t3ie  location  of  so  dread 
an  evil  witliin  the  Dorchester  limits.  The  town  urged 
that  **the  property  and  the  comfort,  and  perhaps  the  lives, 
of  their  fellow-citizens  were  deeply  interested  in  the  result 
of  their  remonstniuce,  and  that  tbe  expenses  of  the  ablest 
counsel  were  not  to  be  considered  when  such  interests 
were  at  stake.'* 

For  two  years  tiia  "calamity*^  iridoh  liureatened  Qie 
town  was  warded  off;  bat  in  1844,  when  a  petition  was 
presented  for  the  formation  of  the  Old  Colony  road  from 
Boston  to  Plymouth,  the  subject  of  the  Quinoy  road  was 
again  revived.  Again  the  measure  met  the  most  violent 
opposition  ;  but  the  aiieeess  of  the  Boston  and  Albany 
road's  "  through  line  to  the  West,"  terminating  at  Allwny, 
had  so  steiiled  the  hearts  of  tlie  legislatora  that  all  opposi- 
tion was  in  vai.u.  Two  steam  milruads,  wiih  hraiicli  ti*acks, 
were  built  in  Dorchester;  and  the  town  has  suflond  the 
nusfortime  of  having  steam  transportation  ever  since  I 

At  the  time  the  railroad  was  buflt  thwe  were  only  two 
small  houses  at  Savin  Hill,  easterly  from  the  track ;  there 
were  only  a  few  at  what  was  afterwards  called  Harrison 


194 


GOOD  OLD  DOBCHICBTKB. 


[ISO. 


Square ;  aiid  at  Neponset  there  were  no  houses  east  of  the 
Neponmt  Turnpike.*  Soon  after  tbe  road  waa  built^ 
Beveral  active  bnsineBB  men  moved  to  Dorclieater,  and  did 
much  to  build  np  the  eaatoily  part  of  the  town,  induding 

Harrison  Scjuiire  and  Neponset.  Among  these  nuiy  Ik? 
mentioned  Messrs.  Edward  King,  Fninklin  King,  Nathan 
Carruth  (first  president  of  the  Old  Colony  Ilailroad),  A. 
T.  Stearns,  Manoah  Leavitt,  David  R.  Bartletti  A.  S. 
Mansfield,  Lahan  Pnitt,  antl  S.  S.  Putnam. 

On  April  3,  1842,  Rev.  Thaddeus  Masou  Harris  died^ 
in  Boston.  He  was  buried  &om  the  FSxst  Parish  Chnroh, 
where  he  had  labored  so  long  and  fiuthfully ;  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Hall  delivered  the  funeral  addresa. 

On  Jan.  27, 1843,  several  Dorchester  gentlemen,  who  were 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  collecting  and  preserving 
the  materials  relating  to  the  early  liistory  of  the  town  and 
colony,  from  whicli  <nie  million  jieople  are  said  to  have 
descended,  met  together  to  adopt  meiisuies  to  accomplish 
this  end.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Dorchester 
Antiquarian  and  Historical  Society. 

The  Hon.  Edmund  P.  TUeston  waa  elected  the  fi»t 
president  of  the  society ;  Ebenezer  Clapp»  Jr.,  waa  chosen 
to  hold  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary;  Edward 
ITolden  was  the  lihrarian,  and  Edmund  J.  Baker,  William 
D.  Swan,  and  Henry  M.  Leech*  the  curators. 

The  societ}^  adopted  a  constitution,  and  proclaimed 
itself  as  organized  for  the  "collection  and  preservation  of 
books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  and  curiosities,  bearing  on 
the  biography  and  history  of  men  and  things  in  the  United 
Stotes  from  the  earlieet  times.'*  The  plan  was  closely 
followed;  and  a  large  libnuy  of  books,  pamphlets,  and 
manuscripts,  bearing  more  particularly  on  the  history  of 
the  town,  was  colloctcd.  But  two  members  of  this  society 
are  now  alive,  —  Messrs.  Henry  G.  Denny  and  William  B. 
Trask. 

1  H.  W.Blaneluurd:  OppMitIm  l»  Ow  OU  Ooioar  RsOnal 
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It  was  due  to  the  exertions  of  ilns  .society  tliut  the  last 
"History  of  Dorcbest^r vvati  given  to  the  public.  Early 
in  its  Idstoiry  the  society  appointed  a  special  (MHumittee, 
Gonsisting  of  Meaan.  James  H.  Robbins,  Edmund  J. 
Baker,  Ebeneser  Clapp,  Jr.,  Wflliani  D.  Swan,  Edward 
Holden,  Edmund  P.  Tileston,  and  William  B.  Trask,  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  the  matenak  for  a  general 
histor}'^  of  the  town.  This  work  was  issued  in  numbers 
puHislied  iit  irregubir  intervals,  which  were  tiually  brought 
together  in  one  volume  in  18o9.  Diligent  search  of  the 
Probate  Records,  and  faithful  work  in  examining  manu- 
ecripta  in  the  State  arehives,  as  weU  as  personal  facts 
leaned  &om  old  inhaUtaiits  themselves,  make  this 
volume  of  inestimable  value  to  all  interested  in  tiie 
history  of  the  town. 

The  Antiquarian  Society  also  published  tlie  Memoirs  of 
Roger  C'lap,  James  Blake's  "  Annals  of  Don-hester,"  and 
Richard  Mather's  .loiinial.  The  origfinal  copy  of  Mr. 
Mather's  Journal,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  author,  was 
found  among  some  documents  formerly  in  the  poeaesskm 
of  Mr.  Blake. 

Dr.  Samuel  MulUken,  a  prominent  physician  of  the 

town,  died  Feb.  20,  1843.  He  was  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1819,  and  settled  as  a  physician  in 

Dorchester  soon  after.  For  some  tinit«  his  practice  was 
liniit^Ml ;  hilt  when  he  removed  to  Centre  Street  his  busi- 
ness increased,  and  he  acquin-d  a  good  reputation.  Dr. 
Miillikeu  was  a  native  ot"  Lexington. 

In  the  jMr  1848  several  mill  owners  on  the  Neponset 
River  joined  together,  and  formed  a  corporation  known  as 
the  Neponset  Reservoir  Company.  It  bad  been  found  that 
in  dry  weather  the  natural  water  supply  sometimes  proved 
ioadeqnate,  and  this  company  was  formed  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  deficiency.  A  dam  was  bnilt  in  Foxboro*, 
which  held  back  the  waters  of  the  differt  iit  hmoks,  and 
thus  formed  a  reservoir  covering  three  hundi-ed  and  fifty 
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acres,  and  varying  from  seven  to  ten  feet  in  depth.  This 
proved  a  valuable  supply  of  water  from  which  to  draw  as 
circumstances  demanded. 

It  is  from  the  western  side  of  this  reservoir  that  the 
Nei>onset  River  takes  its  rise.  It  flows  through  the  town 
of  Walpole,  here  being  enforced  by  the  waters  of  Diamond 
and  Mill  Brooks.  Its  course  then  continues  through 
Sharon  and  Dedham,  receiving,  just  beyond  the  latjt-named 
town,  the  little  stream  known  as  Bubbling  Brook.  After 
separating  the  towns  of  Sharon  and  Dedham,  the  river 
continues  its  mark  of  division  by  forming  the  boundary 
line  of  Dedliam  and  Canton.  The  counse  thus  described 
completes  the  western  branch  of  the  river. 

The  eastern  branch  has  had  much  happen  upon  its  banks 
to  make  it  famous.  It  takes  its  rise  in  Sharon,  starting 
with  the  surplus  water  of  Massapoag  Pond.  Early  in  the 
century  this  stream,  enlarged  by  uniting  with  York  Brook 
at  Canton,  had  a  dam  built  across  it  by  the  Neponset 
Woollen  Manufacturing  Company,  and  a  large  reservoir 
was  thus  fonned,  extending  over  three  hundred  acres  of 
territory.  When  this  company  failed  the  proi^erty  came 
into  possession  of  the  Revere  Copper  Company. 

A  powder  mill  was  early  built  upon  the  banks  by 
Benjamin  Everett ;  in  1789  Jonathan  Leonard  and  Adam 
Kinsley  had  their  celebrated  forges  there ;  James  Beau- 
mont, in  1800,  started  a  cotton  mill,  and  a  year  later  Paul 
Revere  established  the  first  cop|)er  works  in  America. 

The  eastern  and  western  branches  are  hardly  united 
when  they  receive  the  8ur|)lu8  water  of  Ponkaj)oag  Pond. 
Two  miles  farther  on,  the  river  separates  the  towns  of 
Dedham  and  Milton.  Gradually  its  waters  are  increased, 
the  mother  brook  pouring  in  her  contributions  just 
before  Dorchester  and  Milton  each  claim  it  as  its  boun- 
dary line.  While  acting  in  this  capacity  it  receives  a 
stream  originally  known  as  "  Robert  Balwock's  River,"  but 
later  called  "Aunt  Sarah's  Brook."    Tlie  story  told  in 
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regard  to  thu  change  of  name  is,  that  about  a  mile  south 
of  Milton  Bridge,  the  brook  approaches  the  old  Taunton 
Road,  in  Milton,  and  tiiere  foniis  »  pnUic  watering  place. 
Directly  oppoalto  the  hrook  vna  aitnatod  tiie  hoiiae  of 
Elijah  Vose.  After  his  death,  and  during  the  Revoltttioi^ 
aiy  War,  his  widow  Sarah  lived  in  the  house,  and  when- 
ever the  weather  was  sufficiently  favomble,  she  would  sit 
in  the  door,  and  call  out  to  every  one  who  passed,  "  What 's 
the  news  from  the  wai'V  1  have  foui-  sons  gone  to  the 
wai-,  —  what's  the  news  from  the  war?"  Whether 
llie  anxious  mother  ever  ncMTed  the  tidings  she  deaiied, 
the  Btozy  does  not  state ;  but  her  name  was  given  to  the 
hrook  in  xememhfance  of  her  fidelity. 

Docchester  is  also  separated  from  Qnincy  by  this  self- 
same Neponset  River,  which,  just  after  perfonning  this 
service,  loses  its  identity  in  Dorchester  Bay. 

lu  April,  1861,  the  tide  between  the  mouth  of  the  river 
and  the  head  of  tidewater  readied  tlie  remarkable  height 
of  sixteen  feet,  eight  and  a  half  inclies.  To  commemorate 
this»  the  Do]!chestor  AntiqiiiMian  and  Historical  Society 
placed  an  inm  holt  in  a  rock  just  below  tiie  bridge  at  the 
Lower  Falls. 

Rev.  John  Codman,  D.D.,  the  fn-st  pa^^tor  of  the  Second 
Parish,  died  Deceuilxr  23,  1847,  bnnging  to  a  close  a  most 
useful  life.'  His  funeral  occurred  from  the  churcli  in 
which  he  had  mini,stered  so  long,  Rev.  Richard  S.  Ston-s, 
DJ>.,  of  Bxaintree,  preaching  the  sermon.  The  Rev*  James 
H.  Means,  Dr.  Codman's  successor,  was  wdained  July  18) 
the  following  year. 

In  1852  Dorchester  suffered  a  loss  in  the  death  of  Dr. 
RoT)ert  Tliaxt^'r.  He  wjvs  lx)m  in  Hingham  Octoljer  21, 
177*5,  nvif]  unuluated  from  Harvard  College  in  1798.  He 
stuiiied  niediLine  with  his  father.  Dr.  Thomas  Tliaxter,  and 
for  a  time  he  was  associated  with  him  in  business  in  Hing- 

>  See  p«ge  2S2. 


Lviyui^cd  by  Google 


200 


GOOD  OLD  DOBOHESTBB. 


lium.  in  1809  he  begaii  practice  in  Dorchester,  and  from 
that  tune  until  his  death  from  ship  fever,  February  9,  he 
enjoyed  a  laige  medical  and  surgical  practice,  and  won  an 
enviable  reputation  ae  a  pbyucian  and  etttzen.  For  move 
than  thirty  years  he  was  not  detained  fiDm  hie  bnaineae  a 
single  day  by  sickness.  He  was  a  man  of  noUe,  self* 
sacrificing  spirit.  It  was  only  necessary  for  him  to  know 
that  his  services  were  needed ;  he  did  not  inquire  whether 
the  sufferer  was  a  native  citizen  or  a  foreifrner;  whether  he 
had  ability  to  make  any  pecuniary  compemation  or  not ; 
whether  his  disease  was  mild  or  malignant, — at  firat  sum- 
mons,  by  night  or  by  day,  he  hastened  to  Mb  zelief.  **  His 
profestton  was  ki$  Iffs,**  said  Dr.  Hunter^  pastor,  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Ilall,  in  a  tribute  to  his  memory  the  Sunday 
after  his  deatli ;  "  may  it  not  have  been  kindly  ordered  — 
kindly  for  him  —  that  the  mortal  arrow  by  which  he  fell 
should  have  heen  received  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
its  functions?  His  last  sickness  was  contracted  by  faithful 
attendance  on  the  family  of  a  poor  euugmut."  * 

In  1858  the  citizens  of  Dozdiester  invited  Hon.  Edwaid 
Evetett  to  deliTor  an  oration  in  honor  of  the  Declaiation 

of  Independence,  on  July  4  of  the  following  year.  Con- 
gressional duties,  however,  made  It  neccssar}'  for  the  invi- 
tation to  be  extended  to  July  4,  1855.  It  Mas  then 
determined  to  make  arrangements  to  celebrnte  at  the  same 
time  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  aunivereary  of  the 
settlement  of  the  town.  "  Actuated  by  motives  of  public 
good,"  wrote  the  committee  to  Mr.  Everett,  **and  belieiring 
in  the  salutary  teachings  of  national  events  when  cont^- 
plated  with  an  inquiring  spirit  and  enUgfatened  judgment, 
tiie  undeisigned,  citizens  of  Dorchester,  without  distinction 
of  party,  are  desirous  of  celebrating  the  4th  of  July,  1854, 
in  a  manner  that  shall  prove  creditable  to  that  anrient 
town,  instructive  to  the  youni^,  renovating  to  the  aged,  and 
morally  ijrofiUible  to  the  nation."  The  committee  further 
1  Eben.  Ald«n,  MJ>.:  Earlj  Hiit.  of  Med.  FrofeMiOD  <18fi9). 
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continued,  "  The  humble  but  ancient  town  of  Dorchester, 
though  once  the  chief  ci  New  England,  affords  but  a  uien- 
der  stock  of  nmtorials  for  ihe  acrutimzing  hiBtorian.  Still, 
ita  annalfl  are  not  entirely  void  of  national  interest.  Its 
early  example  of  town  organization,  and  the  zeal  of  her 
sons  to  extend  the  domain  of  truth,  and  give  form  to  the 
colonizing  spirit  in  distant  sections  of  the  continent,  were 
rh  tractoristic  indications  of  it«  iin»t  settlei-s.  Its  heights 
were  made  to  frown  upon  an  invading  foe,  and  its  brave 
citizens  were  among  the  tii-st  to  resist  the  acts  of  British 
oppression.  Its  hiUs  were  honored  by  a  Bowdoin,  and  its 
plains  by  a  Stooghton  and  an  Byerett.*' 

Mr.  Evraett  accepted  the  invitation,  saying  in  his  lettor, 
"  I  cannot  but  feel  grateful  and  honored  by  an  invitation 
proceeding  from  so  large  a  number  of  the  most  respected 
citizens  of  the  town  where  I  was  bom  and  passed  niy 
childhood,  and  at  whose  schools  I  received  the  rudiments 
of  my  education." 

Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  was  elected  pi-esident  of  the 
day,  while  the  variona  committees  were  filled  by  repiesenta* 
tive  men  from  all  parts  of  the  town. 

The  day  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  &vorable  of  the 
season,  tiie  perfect  weather  adding  in  no  small  degree  to 
the  enjoyment  and  satisfaction  of  the  occasion.  Salutes  of 
cannon  were  fired  at  sunrise,  noon,  and  sunset.  frf)ni  Mount 
Bowdoin  and  Coinmennal  Point,  by  the  Boston  Light 
Artillery.  Church  IjelU  were  rung,  and  tlie  good  people  of 
Dorchester  found  it  hard  to  believe  that  their  anniversary 
was  a  yrblt  behind  the  great  evwt  being  celebrated  aU 
over  tiie  country. 

Surrounding  towns  sent  large  delegations  to  witness  tiie 
celebration;  and  every  house  in  Dorchester  opened  its 
hospitable  dooiv<  to  receive  the  visitors.  The  in^^ted 
guests  were  entertained  by  William  T.  Adams,  iisq. 
^Oliver  Optic),  at  his  residence. 

The  procession  began  to  form  at  nine  o'clock  on  Pleas- 
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ant  Street,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Mosps  S.  Cobb, 
Chief  Marslial;  while  Messrs.  C.  C.  Hoibruok,  Frank 
TUeston,  George  F.  Pierce,  ThmiM  W.  Tattle,  C.  M. 
Thompson,  and  A.  W.  Spencw,  officisted  in  iha  capacity 
of  uda.  The  fonnation  ol  tbe  pioceasion  is  heat  abown 
by  tbe  order  of  amngement: — 

Cavafeade. 
IndefMndcQt  Company  of  Cadeta. 
Committee  of  ArraogemeBti. 

Vice  rresident«. 
Hie  Fk>nid«nfcof  iIk  Day  and  the  Orator. 
The  Rtader  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  tbe  Chepiam. 

His  Excellency  the  (Governor  and  Staff. 
United  States  Senators  and  Kepreeentativea. 
Lknteoaat  Governor  and  Executive  CoondL 
Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  I^egislature. 
Pkestdent  and  Ex-Presidentd  of  Harvan]  Univenify* 
Judges  of  the  Courts  in  the  State. 
QflkMM  flf  tlie  War  of  181S. 
OflJtad  States  Officers,  Civil  and  Military. 
Daaeaiidants  of  Dorchester  resiJent  elsewbera. 
Clergy  and  distinguished  Gnests. 
Boatoo  Wheels,  the  "Everett  Barga.^ 
Fire  Department. 
Order  of  r'nitt-l  Aturruans. 
Dorchester  Antiquarian  and  lliKturical  Socie^. 
Town  Offioen  of  Dorehester. 
School  Committee. 
Baprwentatives  to  the  General  CoorU 
Subscribers  to  the  Dinner. 
CitSaaoa. 

A  little  after  eleven  the  procession  moved,  being  joined 
by  Mr.  Everett  at  the  hou.se  in  wliieh  he  was  b<.)ni,  at  the 
corner  of  Pond  and  Boston  streets.  An  idea  of  the  occa* 
eion  may  be  gained  from  the  following  quotation :  — 

*'  As  the  procession  passed  throu<?h  Ht  lK  vue  Street,  tbe 
scene  was  beautiful  Iwyond  d»^rtcnj)tiuii.  The  public  schools 
had  been  formed  in  a  line  uu  either  side  of  tbe  street,  with 
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cUsttnctive  aud  appropriate  bauuers.  The  boys  were  dresseil 
io  white  pants  tad  diirk  jadcttts,  and  tiw  giria  in  white,  tiiehr 
hats  and  bonneto  being  taatefnlly  trinuned  with  wtet^  and 
floweia.     The  various  schools  were  distinguished  by  gay 

rosettes  and  saBhes  of  diflferent  colore,  and  the  children  carried 
beautiful  bouquets  of  flowera,  which  were  scattered  with  liberal 
profuseness;  the  orator)  president  of  the  day,  the  chief  mar« 
•halt  and  distingiiisbed  frieoda  tnm  abroad  bebig  the  happy 
ndpienta.  Never  waa  there  a  more  pleasing  sight.  The 
animated  and  intelligent  faces  of  these  children,  theur  lai^e 
numbers,  stretching  a  considerable  distance  along  the  way, 
made  a  beautiful  show,  aud  they  seemed  indeed  the  jewels  of 
Dorchester.  They  greeted  the  distinguished  orator  aud  invited 
gneets  with  the  moat  enthoriaatic  eheerB." 

After  the  procession  passed,  the  childieii  fell  in  Ixjliind 
in  the  order  of  their  scliools.  The  route  along  wliich  it 
passed  was  beautifully  decorated,  appiopriate  iiiscriptious 
being  suspended  from  tlie  windows  of  the  principal  resi- 
denoes.  At  the  entnnoe  to  tiie  tenti  where  tbe  oration 
was  deliyeted,  an  areli  was  stretched  ecicfle  bearing  tlie 
inscription, — 

''DoBOBnraB  Sbttued  in  KM;** 

and  on  the  j^Uan  were  written  the  names  of  the  earliest 
aettiers.   On  the  reverse  was  the  motto,  — 

D0RCHE8TKR  AKD  HER  CniLDHKM. 

HUfton.  Sharon.  Foxboro. 

Canton.  Stoughton.  WratUMm. 

8o«tb6o8toa. 

Under  the  enormotis  tent,  referred  to  above,  no  less 
than  five  thousand  ladies  and  gentiemen  sat  down  to 
lunch,  after  which  occurred  the  exercises  of  the  day. 

The  exercises  of  the  Festival  were  oj)ened  with  a  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall  of  Dorchester.  An  original 
hymn,  coni])()sf(l  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Biilfiiieli  of  Dorchester, 
was  sung,  aud  Mr.  John  B.  Tile^ton  read  the  Declaratioa 
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<l  fiM]ep«Biiem   Hon.  EfiiMtd  Et 

Wilder.   Tbe  fot'uwing'  i^LetxioBB  cr  -m  che 
»  pefaMMBt  piaee  in  die  hancj  ol 

%9tm  tftf^  or  llf^^ 

•HbfV^t-''iny  r  <^ilmr>»rL  Mouuer  axui  winter.  whAZ  liiea  je«aieil 
to  m«  tiui  4ti»«p  acri.";t7  of  Meeons-Hi^ose  HiIL  Tie  t  i 
aeWilhntuNt  ('.t  w%a  ch«n  the  aciv  dciujoUioaae^  bat  I  reeia- 
leet  ibrnt  wbith  prtewfcd  a>  kM  iff— ppganid  Tb«  aacntaft 
(Shanb  in  whiA  1  wm 

»tiil  livMi  In  rhft  m«*mr(r7  of  so  m^ny  who  !l;?*pn  *c  n**.  !i3» 
bi«  lal'i^jrs.     Tlui  entire  irenenciDO.  to  wtlo<a  I 
ior^Keri  Qp  M      age«i  or         grovn  okea.  «<  «iep«ctaL 

'^-Itoi  iM  Imt  pbem  wfitUs  aj  tiwitilgt 
if y«M  Wt»  Mclnff  wi  gRAtcr  cl»aec»  thai 
n»  p^ipnUtir^n  m  I^^/>  w*a  2^7;  in  1830,  it  vis  a 
thr,rT  of  eiffht  th/fOMcwi.  What  was  then  called  •  the  Xei!s.' 
rh*^  m*'i«t  w>r-!nifM  r'^irtUm  of  th«  old  town,  althoci^rb  'hT?  rart 
which  bd  to  itii  bcring  Ant  piU.h«d  apoo  a»  a  pb^e  of  ^(tle- 
■wal,  WM  in  1^  aanesdi  to  BoalM);  Md,  Mag  ttiledwitfc 
tbe  lijr  Cipo  hridgM,  bM  loog  tinee  cxdM^ed  the  ictin* 
■wnt  of  •  iffRA«c  for  the  life  ud  movement  of  the  leetiopotM. 

heighu  f>f  iJori'-hf^titr ;  lb*:  efitreiichDut^nu*  o{  tiie  olber.  no 
longer  maj^klng  the  deadly  enginery  of  war,  are  filled  with  the 
refreNhiog  w«tei»  of  CochhoRte  Lake.  New  mde  have  been 
opened  hi  every  pert  of  oar  eacient  town,  end  two  reilweye 

traverjt«»  It  from  n<»rrh  to  8<^>uth.  The  ancient  booses,  built 
l>« fore  the  T?pro!fii!ori.  li.ii.f  not  all  disappeared;  but  they  are 
alm^jflt  \tmi  in  th«'  multitude  of  modem  dwellings.  A  half- 
century  ago  there  wa»  but  one  church  hi  the  towD,  that  whidi 
•tood  on  yonder  hilt;  end  the  eefaoolhoaBe  whidi  etood  hy  its 
eide  wm,  till  the  only  one  dignilied  by  the  name  of  a 

Town  Sf'lio<»l.  You  have  now  ten  churches  and  «fV(>n  school- 
hofisew  fif  f  hp  firHt  rlass ;  and  all  the  establi.-luiK'nts  of  an 
eminently  prosperous  town,  situated  in  the  vic-iiuty  of  a  great 
oonnneieiAl  metropolis,  have  multiplied  hi  e<jual  proportkme. 
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"  But  all  in  not  changed.  The  great  natural  features  of  the 
scene,  and  uowhere  are  they  inorv  aitiactive,  are  of  course 
unaltered,  —  the  same  fine  sweep  of  the  shore  with  ila  project* 
ing  headUnds,  tha  nms  extemrive  plain  at  the  north  part  of 
fbe  town,  the  same  gentle  undolatioDe  and  gradual  aecent  to 
the  aouth,  the  same  beautiful  elevations.  I  caught,  a  few  days 
ago,  from  the  top  of  Jones's  Hill  the  same  noMo  prospect  (and 
I  know  not  a  tiner  uii  the  coast  of  Madbaehusetts)  which  used 
to  attract  my  boyish  gaze  more  than  fifty  years  ago." 

Rufiis  Choate  paid  the  followinj^  tribute  to  tlie  orator  of 
the  day  through  the  columns  of  the    Bostou  Courier" : — 

^'The  newspapers  will  have,  before  thle  thne,  placed  Mr. 
Everett's  admii-nble  rliscom-st^  in  the  hanfln  of  the  whole  public; 
but  one  of  his  audience  may  still  b*'  }u  rmitted  to  speak  of  the 
impression  it  made  on  him  in  the  aciuui  delivery.  It  in  little 
to  eay  tiiat  it  had  tkriUiant  saoceee.  Certainly  It  had.  Some 
fi^e  or  eix  thonaand  peiaona, — but,  however,  a  vaat  multitade, 
—  ladies  and  gentlemen,  children  in  gi^een  cbaplets,  from 
school,  atid  old  ao^e  with  his  staff  shaking  in  both  his  bands, 
of  all  varieiiuH  of  culture  and  of  opinion,  by  silence,  by  tcara, 
by  laughter,  by  hearty  and  frequent  applause,  for  more  than 
two  hoois  of  not  very  comfortable  weather,  oonfeeied  the  spell 
of  the  epoken  eloquence  of  written  tbot^hta  and  thon^ta  not 
written ;  and  when  he  end^,  aat  etUl  fixed  to  bear,  aa  if  the 
apell  would  not  be  broken." 

Mt,  ETerett*8  oration  oocupied  two  bonis  and  twmty 
minutes,  during  which  time  the  orator  did  not  have  a 

single  occasion  to  refer  to  his  notes. 

After  the  oration,  the  followinj^  original  ode  ^vas  sung, 
written  by  Eev.  N.  L.  Frothingham,  D.  D*,  of  Boston :  — 

ODB. 

Old  Dorchester  het  fame  to  wear, 

Won  from  the  days  of  Faith  and  StrifBi^ 

The  faith  that  win^c<!  the  Pilgrim's  prayer, 
The  war  that  breathed  a  Na^n's  Ufe. 
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Id  front  she  stood  when  first  aroae 

upon  the  ivd  nun*!  thora  { 

In  front  —  to  meet  the  shock  of  foes^ 
When  openc-d  Freedom's  cannon  row* 

Her  hei<^lit9  have  felt  tlie  foot  and  eyo 
Of  him  who  led  our  victories  on : 

Her  plains  nun  seaward,  as  to  vie 
Widi  BOniB  jeL  fatare  MaiathoD. 

Old  Dorchester  is  gUul  to-day ; 

Her  sacred  hells  rin^  feast  and  mirth; 
Ucr  gunner's  trains  and  war  arraj 

But  shoot  dieU'  jojr  to  skjr  ud  earth* 

Old  DoNhesler  b  proud  to-dajl 

Through  her  own  Hps  its  trottp  bhloiWB} 

And  he  who  spi'uks  what  she  wonM  WJTf 
By  two-fold  Utle  is  her  own. 

O  God  of  Fwth  and  Armies !  now 
Hake  pure  our  thanks,  lift  high  our  TOW  ; 
Thy  Spirit  be  thy  p-opK^'s  might, 
And  valor  guard  their  free  birth*right 


Another  ode,  written  by  Miss  Aune  S.  Tileston,  of  Dor- 
chester, was  also  read ;  and  the  exercises  came  to  an  end 
by  the  Rot.  James  H.  Means  of  Dorchester  offering  prayer 
and  pnmottncing  the  benediction.  The  pvooeaaion  thw 
reformed,  and  marched  to  a  pavilion  on  Meetini^Hoiise 
Hill,  where  seatM  were  provided  for  nearly  two  thoosaod 
guests,  at  bountifully  loaded  tables. 

Tlie  postprandial  cxpttIsps  were  of  a  most  interesting 
character,  the  speakeni  being  President  of  the  Day  Wilder, 
Gov.  Henry  J.  Gardner,  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Rev. 
Edward  Everett  Hale,  Rev.  James  Walker,  D.  D.,  presi- 
dent of  Harvard  Univenily,  Col.  Enoch  Train,  Hon. 
Ghwles  Francis  Adams,  Dr.  Bamas  Sears,  CoL  Thomas 
Aapinwall,  Rev.  Lyman  Whiting,  Hon.  Peter  Cooper, 
Ebenezer  Clapp,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Hon.  Edward  L.  Pierce,  CoL 
Thomas  C.  Amor}',  and  Majm  Moses  G.  Cobb. 

The  festivities  of  the  celebration  were  closed  by  a  mag- 


Digiiizea  by  Google 


IMk]   TBOH  THB  BBV0LT7TI0H  TO  THB  BEBBLLION.  209 

nificent  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening  on  Mount 
Bowdoin,  and  hy  a  itvee  at  the  house  of  Governor  Gardner. 

The  lettois  received  from  distinguished  individuals,  who 
•were  unable  to  be  preaent  at  the  annivenaiy,  show  the 
pontioa  wlueli  Good  Old  Donihester  has  ever  held.  Seleo* 
tions  from  these  lettm  are  ol  great  interest,  as  aapplemen- 
tary  to  the  gratifying  expressions  made  by  the  speakers  at 
the  Festival.   The  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop  said: — 

(•I  caimot  altogether  foiget  tbat  I  have  some  claim  to  be 
amon^  yon,  apart  from  the  complimentary  invitation  with 
which  I  have  been  honored.  In  your  good  old  town  have 
lived,  in  years  past,  not  a  few  of  those  with  whom  1  have 
been  ooiineoted  by  the  nearast  tiee,  both  of  afleetkm  and  of 
Uood.  The  vote  of  Dorchester  in  favor  of  the  edaption  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  —  the  most  important 
vote  she  was  ever  called  upon  to  cast  —  wiik  <rivpn  by  the 
hand  of  my  near  maternal  relative,  James  Bowdoin,  whose 
name  has  been  fitly  aaa^ned  to  one  of  the  beautiful  hills 
withhi  your  borders.  Not  a  few  of  the  pleaaanteat  honrs  of 
my  boyhood  were  passed  upon  that  hill ;  aid,  certainly,  tiieie 
is  no  prospect  which  T  hnve  ever  seen  since,  either  nt  home  or 
abroad,  which  has  left  a  more  vivid  impression  on  my  mind 
for  variety  and  beauty  than  that  of  my  native  city,  with  its 
chaniring  environa  and  lovely  harbor,  as  viewed  tnm  tbe  old 
Bnmnmr  lioiue  wliich  has  but  reeently  disappeared  from  Honnt 
Bowdoin." 

Hon.  David  Sears : 

Boston  ean  never  foiget  llie  day  when  her  eitisens  looked 
with  aa  anxloits  ^  to  the  heights  of  Dorchester  for  relief ;  nor 

can  she  cease  to  remember  that  by  the  gallant  array  of  freemen 
assembled  there  for  action  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  March, 
1776,  she  was  saved  from  disgrace,  and  enabled  to  resume  that 
high  position  which  it  has  wet  since  been  hsr  endeavor  to 
maintein.  The  iniaence  of  Dorchester  extends  far  beyond  her 
limits.  Her  <^]ldren  are  well-known  and  esteemed,  and  every- 
where show  e^'idence  of  the  soundness  of  their  principles,  and 
the  excellence  of  their  education.'' 
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The  Rev.  W.  A.  Stearihs,  D.  D.,  of  Amherst  College : 

**  The  town  of  Dorchester  has  iilways  been  \'iv'idly  asBO> 
oiated  in  my  mind  with  the  noble  Htiiiggles  and  triumphs  of 
our  fathers  for  Uber^*  *  Dorchester  Heights '  is  among  the 
magic  words  which  qukken  the  blood  of  every  American 
when  he  reads  the  bistocy  of  his  native  land." 

Judge  Charles  A.  Dewey:  — 

''I  am  happy  to  be  remembered  by  you  as  one  of  the 
descendants  oi  the  ancient  town  of  Dorchester,  that  having 
been  the  lesidenoe  of  Thomas  Dewey,  my  fl»t  ancestor  fiom 
England,  at  the  early  period  of  1634,  and  from  whom  I  em  the 
fifth  generation  in  descent.  I  shall  evt  r  deli'^lit  to  rccoprnize 
my  relation  to  old  Dorchester,  honored  as  sIk*  is  by  l>eing 
probably  the  earliest  place  in  Massacbusetta  entered  upon  by 
dvilized  men,  rich  as  she  is  in  iier  incidents  and  memorials 
appertaining  to  the  days  of  oar  revolutionary  straggles, 
and  blessed  wltii  a  present  generation  who  know  how  to  appro- 
date  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religions  liberty.** 

Major  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  of  Boston :  — 

**Fram  the  intimate  relationship  existing  between  Dor- 
chester and  Boston,  —  their  historical  associations,  their  united 
efforts  in  tbb  first  settlement  of  New  England  and  in  the  revo-  . 
hitionaiy  straggle  through  wliich  they  passed,— there  is  no 
nasoii  for  siqpposbig  that  a  frlend^p  thus  established  will 
ever  decline,  while  bustnees  interoonrse  and  the  refinements  of 
soeisl  life  aie  the  aeeompanim«mt»  of  Christian  civilisation*'* 

In  reply  to  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Midway 
Society,  in  Georgia,  by  the  committee,  an  interesting  letter 
was  received,  which  ie  quoted  here  In  part: — 


GawtLamn, — Your  letter  dated  Doiehester,  Mass.,  May  11, 
1855,  has  been  received  by  the  Midway  Sf>ciety.  You  mention 
that  in  the  year  1695,  Oct.  22,  "a  church  was  formed  in  this 
town,  which  went  to  South  Carolina  and  settled  in  a  place 
which  they  called  ^  Doroliester,'  and  subsequently  they  re- 
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movad  to  Midway  1b  Geotglft  J**  aiidycNi  deo  Inqo^  "whetber 

Any  of  Uie  dcscendantd  of  tbose  who  went  off  from  fbls  town 
are  now  living."  lu  reply,  we  would  state  tli.at  your  com- 
munication waa  received  witii  much  pleasure.  It  recalled  to 
our  minds  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  and  those  traditional  aaso* 
ebtlMW  which  have  ever  «Bdeai«d  in  oar  memorioB  the  homo 
of  oar  ancestora.  Wo  am  happy  to  Infcmii  you  that,  aoooid- 
ing  to  oar  records,  the  church  organized  lu  Dorchester,  Man., 
in  the  year  1695,  A  J).,  of  which  tin  Uev.  Joseph  Lord  was 
pastor,  settled  iii  Dorchester  and  PjiMcii  Hill,  S.  C,  durins;  the 
same  year,  and  contiuued  there  until  the  year  1752, — a  period 
of  fifty-oevon  years,  when  the  Mciety,  being  in  want  of  landa 
for  the  aettiement  of  fhefar  diildien,  began  to  remove  to  Mid* 
way,  in  Georgia,  and  located  there  upon  the  6th  of  December, 
1752,  where  most  of  their  descendanta  remain  until  the  present 
time.  About  one  half  of  the  present  population  of  Liberty 
County  are  related  to  these  settlers.  Others  have  followed  the 
weetward  tide  of  emigration.  Dorli^  die  Infancy  of  the 
dmvoh  at  Hidwayt  oar  eooiety  waa  mneh  afflicted  with  diaeaiOt 
annoyed  by  the  predatory  incorakMia  of  Indians,  and  raekod  by 
the  rapacious  British  during  our  struggle  ftn-  independence. 
During  the  conti nuance  of  the  war  our  eoc-iety  was  nun  h 
scattered,  but  with  the  news  of  peace  a  brighter  day  dawned. 
Onr  ohnroh  and  sooiety  waa  then  settled  upon  a  sore  and  solid 
basis,  and,  we  hope,  has  proved  a  bleasing  to  veiy  many  of  our 
race. 

We  feared  that  some  cliniiires  of  time  had  obliterated  us 
from  the  memory  of  our  Northern  relatives  and  friondn  ;  but 
now  that  you  have  sought  us  out,  to  renew  our  acquaiutuuce, 
your  UndneSB  will  raider  yoa  doably  dear  to  oa.  ...  We 
are  pleased  to  infer,  from  year  invitatbn  to  imito  with  yoa  m 
the  celebration  of  the  enstiing  4tfa  of  July,  that  a  sentiment  of 
nationality  still  perN-adee  our  ancestral  town. 

In  your  letter  you  say,  *'  We  give  you  onr  f  ratenial  greeting, 
and  through  you,  your  Society,  wishing  you  peace,  prosperity, 
and  eveiy  Chxistian  grace."  Moat  willingly  do  we  aeeept  these 
proffeia  of  love  and  friendship,  and  tmder  yoa  oar  leeipnieity 
of  sentiment.  The  names  of  Dorchester  and  Flymoath  are  dear 
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character  apoD  America.  Our  ancestors  at  Midway,  briDgiog 
with  them  a  love  of  religion,  liberty,  and  law,  were  the  first  in 
Georgia  to  declare  in  favor  of  independence,  and  the  name  of 
Liberty  County  has  been  given  to  our  former  parish  in  testi- 
mony  of  the  fMt.  The  ctcaeendanti  of  the  originel  aetUeis 
of  Midway  have  spcead  themselves  orerGeofgte,  and  the  South- 
em  States,  as  the  pioneers  of  religion,  education,  and  jurispru- 
dence. Our  society  at  present  occupies  a  commfln<linir  position 
upon  the  seaboard  of  Georgia.  Considerable  pioi^ieBH  has 
been  made  in  civU  and  religious  development,  agricultural 
edenoe,  wealth,  and  populatkm.  We  leave  to  refer  yon, 
for  further  pardenlan,  to  Widte's  Historiod  Gcdketionaof 
Georgia,  "  as  containing  a  full  and  authentic  statement  of  our 
society,  which  might  interest  some  of  our  Northern  friends. 
We  will  mention  also  that  within  about  seven  miles  of  Mid- 
way Cboroh,  we  have  a  near  village,  called  **  DoreheetM'i''  In 
honor  of  our  anoestral  town,  whoie  oitizens  are  noted  for  their 
intelligence  and  hoapitality.  Our  present  pastors  are  the  Rev. 
D.  L.  Bnttolph,  of  New  York,  and  the  Bev.  John  F.  Baker, 
of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.    -  . 

Please  accept  our  thanks  for  your  hospitable  invitation,  fra- 
ternal feelings,  and  cordial  greetings. 

May  we  be  ever  in  the  bondaof  patriotiam  and  Chrlitaan  lore, 
and  be  mntuaUy  ramenibered  at  a  throne  of  graoe. 
Yonn  moat  truly, 

W.   8.  NOttMAN, 

8.  M.  Vabnaooe, 
A.  Wink,  [  Oar.  Com, 

W.  S.  BAKsn, 
JoBH  B.  Babkasd, 

In  anticipation  of  the  celebration  recorded  in  tbe  preced- 
ing pages,  the  oonunittee  in  charge  oi  the  event  sent  a 
Teiy  friendly  letter  to  tJie  mayor  of  Dorchester,  England. 
Tlda  letter  gave  a  brief  review  of  tlie  luetoiy  of  iStub  town» 
and  requested  information  in  regard  to  the  early  history 
ci  the  families  from  which  the  early  settlers  of  New 
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Dorchester  had  sprung.  In  reply  to  this  communication 
the  following  letter  was  received:  — 

n     Mmhtn  of  the  Dorchester  Antiquarian  and  HistariealSoeUff, 
DorehetUr,  Mauachtuetti,  U.  S,  A. 

South  Strbkt,  Dobcobstbr,  Doom, 
June  16,  1866. 

GsMiuDEKH  Aim  FBtBHiM,  Yoor  lattir«  irUeh  as  Mayor,  it 
fdl  to  my  lot  to  raoeive,  has  ereated  a  faeliag  of  interest 

amongst  us,  and  we  wdoofue  with  great  cordiality  the  oommon- 
icatinn  fmm  those  whom  we  may  style  kinsfolk.  I  have  caused 
your  letter  to  be  printed,  :>nd  have  cireulated  it  limongst  such 
persous  especially  aa  &ru  likely  to  assist  us  in  our  inqoiriea  on 
the  subject  of  it. 

I  myself,  and  I  believe  many  otiiras,  would  gladly  pay  yon  a 
visit,  but  that  we  eannot  spare  the  time  reqitiied  to  do  so.  We 
feel  that  we  cannot  furnish  you  with  an  account  of  our  town 
and  nei«!:hborhooU  in  sm-h  a  mauncr  as  we  would  wish,  in  time 
for  your  anniversary,  i)ut  wo  hope  to  be  enabled  to  collect  a 
portfolio  for  you,  which,  if  yon  wfeb,  ire  shall  gladly  forward  to 
yoo.  I  have  already  a  nnclens  of  the  colleetkm.* 

Mr.  White's  name  is  still  known  in  the  Borough,  and  there 
are  still  names  amongst  us  whieh  are  enumerated  by  you.  The 
town  Itself  does  not  probably  exceed,  by  much,  the  limits  it  had 
when  our  commoti  ancestors  left  it. 

Being  BURODoded  by  the  landa  of  the  Duchy  of  Gomwall, 
which  ave  held  in  common,  then  has  been  a  constant  cttofk 
upon  ineraasing  our  bounds.  We  are,  hoirover,  we  trust, 
increasiji'JT  <^nr  station  amonf^st  other  towns,  and  we  hope  ere 
long  that  itie  obstacle  to  our  extension  may  be  reniovefl.  The 
county  gaol  and  other  public  buildings  being  situated  here,  and 
the  AiMises  and  Quartor  Sessions  being  held  here,  add  to  our 
importance.  The  sahnrb  of  Foidington  now  forms  s  part  of 
our  Borough.  We  have  five  f  fnuv-hes,  and  several  chapels  for 
those  whose  doctrines  differ  from  the  Church  of  England.  Of 
these  elmrches,  two  are  in  Fordington  and  three  in  Dorchester. 
The  Uoiy  Trinity  Church  waa  rebuilt  in  1824-25,  the  Church  of 
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All  Saints  about  five  or  ais  years  ago.  Hie  Church  of  St. 
Peter's  iB  the  oldest  ehurob  in  tlie  town.  Thereisnoirftflehenw 
on  foot  for  vesturing  and  repairing  this  church,  and  fbr  giving 

greater  accommodation  to  our  poorer  breUuvu.  When  completed 
we  shall  give  them  iipwartla  of  200  free  «ittiii<z;3,  and  the  build- 
ing will  then  be  a  haudHome  specimen  of  architecture.  At 
present  the  committee  sie  stayed  by  want  of  sufficient  funds. 

Two  important  railways,  the  London  and  Sonth  Western 
and  the  Great  Western  apiNtoacli  ns,  whilst  at  eight  mites  dis- 
tance we  have  the  Port  of  Weymouth,  and  the  Island  of  Port- 
land with  the  quan  iea,  whereon  the  government  have  estab- 
lished convict  prisons,  and  by  convict  labor  in  great  part  they 
are  forming  a  breakwater. 

Onr  denign  is  to  furnish  jon,  if  acceptable,  with  a  fall  dee- 
cription  of  the  town  and  neighboriiood,  accompanied  by  each 
views  as  we  may  be  iible  to  procure  or  fumiah  to  illustrate  our 
account.  We  do  not  think  we  can  do  this  with  justice  to  the 
subject  before  next  summer,  but  if  you  will  then  accept  it  as  a 
pledge  of  good  feettng  and  good  feUowship,  it  is  homUy  at 
yoor  service.  Yon  will  peiliape  let  me  know  how  theee  matters 
should  be  sent  to  yoa;  and  with  eveiy  good  wish  for  your 
welfare,  I  remahi  yours  veiy  faithfnlly, 


The  celebration  of  1855  was  the  last  great  event  to  take 
place  irifhin  lilie  town  limito  before  the  breaking  out  of 
Hie  War  of  the  Rebellion.  The  position  taken  by  IXw- 
ofaester  in  previous  events  of  national  importanoe  leavea 

no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  reader  as  to  the  stand  of 
the  people  in  this  conflict  between  liberty  and  oppres- 
sion. The  records  of  this  period  must  be  postponed, 
however,  until  we  have  made  a  more  detailed  examination 
of  those  inatitiitions  which  have  plaved  so  large  a  part 
in  giving  Dorchester  her  promiucuce, — the  Church  and 
the  School. 


Taos*  CooMns,  ifayar. 


Digiiized  by  Google 


CHAPTEE  IV. 


DORCHESTSB  CHUBCHB8. 


COBIPARISON  of  the  leligiooa  hiatoiy 

of  the  early  settlers  of  Massaehusetts 
with  their  civil  records  shows  that  the 
two  are  almost  identical.  The  Church 
was  the  conier-stone  of  the  community, 
and  in  it  all  other  interests  centred. 
We  have  been  that  tlie  first  act  of  the  company  about  to 
wfc  nil  on  tiie  **Mfti7  and  Jobn  fitom  Old  Flymoutli  m 
to  aasooiate  tiiemselTes  into  dmiclifelloiraliip;  and  the 
pnnainent  place  given  to  xeligiim  at  this  early  date  is  long 
manifested  in  the  lives  of  the  people. 

For  several  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  Plantation 
the  business  affairs  appear  to  have  been  largely  in  the 
hands  of  the  ministers  and  two  deacons '  of  the  (^hureh, 
who  together  made  all  deeds  of  land.  Tlie  Cluirch  decreed 
it  unlawful  tu  build  a  hoiLse  more  than  half  a  mile  from 
the  " meeting-honse.**  It  regulated  the  style  of  dress;  it 
examined  into  and  restricted  even  Hie  private  life  of  the 
people;  in  short»  as  a  writer  has  said^  **the  CSmmli  was 
the  government,  and  religion  was  the  law.'*  Tiiis  author> 

*  It  in  to  be  Mid  here  that  while  we  hAre  erery  reuon  to  tuppoie  that 
there  were  deacons  in  the  Dorchester  Church,  we  have  no  evidence  to  that 
effiect.  John  Moore,  John  Gkiylord,  and  William  Rockwell  have  been  givM 

the  title  of  "  deacon  "  in  different  publications;  hot  ^miiam  B.  Traslc  (New 
Eng.  Hist.  G<>n.  Rgr.,  vol.  xlvi.  p.  183)  calls  attentkw  to  the  fkot  that  tUs 
seenu  to  be  based  entirely  upon  supposition. 
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itj  which  the  Ghuidi  asBumed  was  demoo»tic  lather  than 
•oclewastical.  The  people  were  free  and  independrait^  and 
thej  ▼oluntarily  placed  the  Church  in  command  because 
they  heliered  thai  religion  was  the  chief  concern  of  life. 

The  ministers  were  looked  upon  as  the  leaders  in  the 
daily  life  (d  the  town  no  less  than  in  events  which  con- 
cerned it.s  spiritual  welfare.  They  were  prominent  in 
every  important  crisis  in  civil  affairs,  and  commanded 
respect  for  their  views  in  shaping  the  policy  of  the  General 
Court^  The  people  who  had  been  jnlous  of  tiie  rule  of 
a  landed  aristocracy  submitted  without  an  objeetktn  to  the 
rule  of  the  minister  or  pastor,  which  was  as  "firm  as  that 
of  a  feudal  baron.** 

The  "  meeting-house  "  was  an  institution  which  appealed 
strongly  to  the  hearts  of  the  people.  The  modern  name 
of  "  church "  was  not  in  popular  use.  Cotton  Mather 
expressed  the  sentiment  of  the  people  when  he  said  that 
he  found  no  just  ground  in  Scripture  to  apply  audi  a 
trope  as  *chureh*  to  a  house  for  public  assembly.**  Here 
tiie  people  gathered  each  week  to  listen  to  the  words  of  the 
beloyed  pastor,  and  to  gain  a  spiritual  strength  from  which 
to  draw  during  the  intervening  days;  here  the  town- 
meeting  met  and  passed  the  local  laws  and  restrictions 
which  shaj)ed  the  growth  and  action  of  the  community. 
Thus  the  best  interests  of  the  town  were  clustered  around 
this  rude  shrine,  which  represented  not  only  the  personality 
but  the  life  of  the  i^eople. 

The  colonists  ass«nbled  for  the  first  service  of  the  Sab- 
bath at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  being  called 
together  by  a  dxumt  a  horn,  or  a  conchnshell.  At  the  first 
summons  the  people  issued  from  their  houses,  we  arc  told, 
"  in  decent  order."  the  husliand  and  wife  leading  the  pro- 
cession, with  the  children  in  the  rear.  On  arriving  at  the 
church,  the  members  of  the  congi-egation  either  awaited 
the  coming  of  the  minister  outside  the  building  or,  in 

1  Winthrop,  toI.  i.  p.  178. 
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some  communities,  took  their  seats  within,  rising  respect- 
fully when  the  parson  entered. 

Church-goiug  in  the  early  days  wa^i  a  very  serious  affair. 
Even  in  times  of  peaoe,  for  many  yean  after  tbe  aetdmuent 
of  New  Englandt  the  Puritans  went  armed  to  meeting; 
Imt  they  were  f  orliidden  by  law  to  fiie  off  their  chaigea  on 
that  day  except  at  an  Indian  or  a  wolf.*'  As  late  as 
1640  the  male  attendants  at  church  were  ordered  to  carry 
weapons  of  di^fpncc  with  them;  and  it  was  not  till  two 
years  latt  r  that  six  men  with  nuiskets,  powder,  and  shot 
were  tliought  sufficient  for  protection  fur  each  church.  In 
some  parts  of  the  colonies  a  portion  of  the  trained  bonds 
was  detailed  to  attend  oliundi  service;  and  tlie  sentinels 
wen  ordered  to  keep  their  matdies  constantly  lighted 
for  use  in  their  niateb4ockB.'*  The  eoldieis  sat  on  either 
side  of  the  main  door;  and  such  other  restrictions  were 
put  upon  the  worshippers  that  the  church  was  said  to  have 
resemltlcd  a  garrison  ratlier  tlmn  n  |«lace  of  worship.' 

'I  lie  services  were  quite  different  from  the  form  of  wor- 
•shij)  now  in  vogue  in  our  churches.  They  be^u  with  a 
short,  devout  invocation,  after  which  the  congregation 
joined  in  singing.  One  of  the  deacons  of  the  Church  read 
one  line  of  the  hymn  at  a  time,  in  which  all  joined  with 
Ihe  full  power  of  their  Inngs.  When  the  singing  was 
ended  the  prayer  was  begun,  during  which  it  was  the 
custom  for  the  congregation  to  stand.  This  prayer  had 
much  to  do  in  detenninino'  the  reputation  of  a  minister. 
The  people  did  mil  disiike  long  prt'acliing  and  prayers, 
and  would  have  felt  much  grieved  if  the  minister  had 
not  given  full  return  lor  the  salary  paid  him.  Thus  it 
was  that  the  prayers  <tf  the  early  preachers  were  often 
miidh  longer  than  modem  sermons ;  and  it  was  a  common 
thing  for  a  pause  to  be  made  to  allow  the  aged  and  infirm 
to  resume  their  seats  and  take  a  welcome  rest,  while  those 

>  AUd  Mmw  Bkftek  "Tlw  MOmlh  in  Mtan  N«w  Enfknd,"  p.  19 
It  ttq.  (1800). 
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blessed  witli  sound  health  were  expected  to  remain  stand- 
ing till  the  end. 

Miw  Barle  relates  the  following  inteiestuig  reooids  of 
iJie  length  of  thopnyen  In  the  early  dajs.  She  says:— 

**0n  a  Fast  Day  m  1696  the  Rev.  Samuel  Torrey,  of  Wey- 
mouth, prayed  two  honia  witfaoot  atopping,  and  it  is  raooided 
that  his  hearenviahed  the  {Hayer  had  been  longer.  In  1785  one 

minister  of  great  praying  power  viitited  a  '  praying  *  Indian's 
home  wherein  lay  a  aick  papoose  over  whom  a  '  pow-wow '  was 
being  held  by  a  mediciue-maD  at  the  request  of  the  squaw-mother, 
who  was  still  a  heathen.  The  Christian  warrior  determined  to 
light  the  Indian  witoh-dootor  on  his  own  gronnds,  and  while  the 
medieme-man  was  eoteaming  and  yelling  and  dancing  in  mder 
to  cast  the  devil  out  of  the  child,  the  parson  b^an  to  pray 
with  equal  vigor  and  power  of  lungs  to  cast  out  the  devil  of  a 
medicine-man.  As  the  prayer  and  puw-wow  proceeded,  the 
neighboring  Indians  gathared  aioond,  and  aoon  beoame  seri- 
oosly  slanned  for  the  snooess  of  flieir  fwophet.  The  battle 
laged  for  three  hoars,  when  the  pow-wow  ended,  and  the  dis> 
gusted  and  exhausted  Indian  ran  out  of  the  wigwam  and 
jumped  into  Xhv  Housatonic  River  to  cool  his  heated  blood, 
leaving  the  Puritan  minister  triumphant  in  the  belief,  and 
indeed  with  positive  proof,  that  he  coold  pray  down  any  man 
ordern."* 

At  the  condosioii  of  the  prayer  the  minister  began  his 
aennon.  This  varied  in  length,  but  was  seldom  as  long  as 
tiie  prayer.  Judge  Sewall,  howerer,  relates  in  his  diaiy 
tiiat  he  once  addressed  a  church  in  Plymonth,  and  found 
afterwards  that  he  had  talked  for  two  hours  and  a  half, 
havincf  forcfotten  to  turn  tlic  liour-glass  liy  wliioh  the 
length  of  the  services  waa  regulated.  A  prayer  brought 
the  worship  to  a  clase. 

Oftentimes  the  services  were  extended  beyond  that 
already  described,  as  is  shown  in  tiie  following  quotation 
from  Calamy's  **Life  of  Howe."  The  author  says:  — 

1  TIm  SabUth  in  Puritan  New  England,  p.  82  (1898). 
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"  He  told  me  it  was,  upon  thma  occasions,  his  cominon  way 
to  begin  about  nine  in  the  uioruiog,  with  a  prayer  for  about  a 
quarter  of  u  hoar,  in  wUek  he  bflgged  ft  blcsoiiig  on  the  work 
of  the  cUy;  and  afterwerde  read  and  expounded  a  diapter  or 
paalm,  hi  which  he  spent  about  tbree-qtiartets ;  then  prayed  for 
an  hour,  preached  for  another  hour,  and  prayed  for  alx^ut  half 
an  hour.  After  thia  he  retired  and  took  some  little  refreshment 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  more  (the  people  singing  all 
the  while),  and  then  eame  agahi  mto  the  pulpit  and  prayed  for 
another  hour,  and  gave  anothw  aennon  of  ftboat  an  houi^a 
length;  and  ao  0(nielude<l  the  Rcrvice  of  tlie  day,  at  about  four 
of  the  clock  fai  the  evening,  with  about  half  an  hour  or  more  hi 
prayer." 

The  seating  of  the  congregation  was  done  with  a  certain 
deference  to  mnk  and  inHnence.  In  a  little  enclosure 
under  the  pulpit  sat  the  eldere  and  deacons  of  the  Church, 
and  in  tlie  tirst  seat  on  tlie  right  sat  the  selectnieu.  In 
the  other  seat^,  according  to  age  and  rank,  came  the  other 
town  oiBoialB,  and  after  them  the  fannem  and  tndeamen* 
Near  the  door  the  young  men  and  the  bojs  were  seated. 
The  women  were  seated  <m  the  opposite  side  of  the  church 
from  the  men,  the  rank  being  observed  in  like  manner, 
the  elder  >vidows  being  at  the  heaiL,  and  the  wives  of  the 
officials  and  others  in  regular  order.  On  this  side  the 
young  women  and  girls  sat  near  the  door;  and  this 
younger  portion  of  the  audience  in  tlie  rear  of  the  build- 
ing taxed  to  the  utmost  the  tithing-meu,  who  sought  with 
theur  long  poles  and  attached  f ox-taals  to  keep  the  unruly 
suppressed  and  the  sleepy  ones  awake.  After  the  benedic- 
tion was  im>nounced,  the  minister  was  the  first  to  depaiti 
the  congregation  following  in  regular  order,  banning  with 
thosf*  in  the  first  seat. 

'*  The  arrangement  attained  by  such  carefnl  method  and 
regulated  with  great  difficulty,"  says  Wceden,^  "went 
beyond  the  immediate  operations  of  tlie  meeting-house. 


1  Xcoaomic  aad  Social  Hittoij  ni  K«w  England,  toL  L  p.  74  (1890). 
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This  *  lueeting '  was  the  central  life  and  activity  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  terrors  of  judgment,  the  torments  of 
bell,  the  delights  of  heaven,  shone  forth  from  this  sereie 
and  simple  altar,  and  held  bot^  penitent  and  impenitent 
in  a  weird,  foscinating  thraldom.  In  die  intervals  of  reli- 
gions service  there  was  always  an  actual  meeting  in  the 
god-sib,  where  gossip,  social  and  political,  masculine  and 
feminine,  ecumenical  even,  illumined  the  rugged  faces  of 
our  forefalhci^*,  lighted  the  dark  sliadows  of  their  hard  life, 
and  scat  them  home  renewed,  uplifted,  and  inHamed  with 
new  social  desires  bom  of  this  warm  intercourse.** 

.The  music  onployed  in  die  early  worship  of  the  Choreh 
was  had  beyond  b^ef;  bat  it  went  tibrongh  a  complete 
OTCintion.  The  Paritans  had  brought  with  them  to  the 
New  World  in  1620  a  manual  of  psalmody  known  as 
"  Ainsworth's  Vei-sion  of  the  Psalms."  Tins  was  followed 
in  1639  by  the  "  Bay  Psalm-Book,"  which  wjui  composed 
by  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  of  the  Dorchester  Churcli, 
and  Thomas  Welde  and  John  Eliot,  of  lioxlnuj.  This 
was  intended  to  adhere  more  closely  to  Scriptiure  than  the 
original,  and  contained  only  psalms.  It  was  the  first  book 
of  any  land  printed  in  the  colonies,  and  was  in  use  for 
more  dian  a  hundred  years.  A  later  edition,  printed  in 
1680,  was  somewhat  modified  by  President  Dunster,  of 
Harvard  College,  and  others.  These  hooks  contahied  only 
versions  of  the  Hebrew  psalms,  slightly  changed  in  form 
to  adapt  them  to  singing.  A  stanza  from  the  Twenty- 
Third  Psalm  will  illustrate  the  method :  — 

**  1  The  Lord  to  me  a  Shepherd  it. 
Want  tiMniDre  dttU  not  I; 
S  He  in  tbt  folds  of  tender  grass 
Doth  caose  me  down  to  lie." 

The  **  Bay  Psalm-Book  **  could  lianlly  he  called  an  im- 
provement on  its  predecessor.  The  latter  undoubtedly  had 
many  imperfections ;  but  those  who  undertook  to  translate 
the  original  Hebrew  into  English  verse  were  better  trans- 
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latere  than  poei«.  The  foiiowing  selection,  which  will 
be  recognized  as  part  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
Psalm,  will  lUwtrate  the  point:  — 

*<8o  let  ibe  Lord*i  redeeoi'd  ny;  whooi 

hee  freed  from  th'  eaemies  hands : 
tad  gatlierorl  them  from  East  &  West, 
from  South  &  Xurtherne  Uuuic. 

"  I'th  desart  in  a  desart  way 

tli^  madeRfld:  no  tonne  finde^ 
lo  dwell  in.   fhaffiy  and  tliira^ : 
Aeir  wub  tritUn  then  pined.*' 

Tlie  piefooe  to  the  edition  published  in  1680  said  that 
the  poems  were  translated  with  Kpecial  eye  both  to  the 
gravity  of  the  phtase  of  Sacred  Writ,  and  the  sweetneee  of 

the  verse." 

Que.sLious  arose  in  the  churches  also  as  to  the  nu  Lhuds 
of  singing.  **Some  believed,"  says  Mr.  George  Hood,* 
*^t]iat  Christiuis  ahonld  not  aing  at  all,  but  only  pnise 
God  with  the  heart.**  Others  believed  it  right  to  aing,  but 
oonaideied  it  ainfol  to  aing  Uie  paalma  of  David.  Some 
believed  it  wrong  for  any  but  Christians  to  nng;  and 
others  thought  one  only  should  sing,  while  the  assembly 
should  join  in  silonr  e,  and  respond  "Amen."  The  people 
rarely  had  psalni-lK)oks.  The  clerk  or  a  deacon  read  the 
psalm  one  line  at  a  time,  and  when  the  congregation  had 
sung  that  line,  the  second  one  was  read.  Dr.  Isaac  Watta 
waa  one  of  tiie  leadeia  in  the  reformation  whieh,  after 
much  diaciusion  and  oppowtion,  resulted  ui  the  abandon- 
ment of  thia  **lining^ut"  It  was  not  finally  discarded, 
however,  without  serious  church  quarrels.  Instances  are 
narrated  in  which  the  conservative  clerk  or  deacon  insisted, 
in  spite  of  the  vote  of  the  Church,  in  lining  out  the  hymn 
according  to  the  old  way,  and  ceased  only  when  his  voice 
wais  drowned  out  by  the  choir,  who  refused  to  wait  for  the 
reading  of  the  second  line. 

'  Hiftoij  of  Muic  in  New  England. 
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For  many  years  the  singing  was  done  \s  liolly  by  rote. 
Certaiu  times  became  tiuditiouB  iii  the  cliuxcheH,  aud  were 
Iianded  down  from  genemtioii  to  generetion ;  and  it  vw 
not  until  the  introduction  of  cboiis  Ind  begun  to  take  the 
place  of  tiie  practice  of  ]2mngH>ut»  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  that  there  was  much  demand  for  tune- 
books.  With  the  choir  came  the  singing-school,  which 
in  the  New  England  ^nllage  became  the  standard  evening 
recreation,  and  with  the  singing-school  a  consUmtly  widen- 
ing circle  of  men  and  women  who  could  sing  more  or  leae 
accurately  aud  effectively  fi'om  note." 

The  oliiireh  orchestra  retained  a  strong  hold  on  the 
people,  but  organs  wwe  used  in  Bosttm  as  early  as  1711. 
The  Second  Parish  in  Dorchester  had  one  socm  after  its 
incorporation ;  hut  the  First  Parish  refused  to  accept  the 
innovation  until  1841. 

In  the  early  col'>niHl  days  the  churches  had  no  stoves ; 
and  the  pious  wors)uj)pers  were  compelled  to  sit  through 
these  long  services  witli  nothing  more  comfortable  than 
foot-warmers,  which  were  brought  from  home.  In  the 
First  Parish,  these  foof^warmers  were  given  into  the 
cfaaige  of  •*  Unele  Daniel  **  Davenport,  the  sexton.  It  was 
a  familiar  «gfat  for  many  yean  to  see  Unole  Danid  and  « 
his  son  enter  the  church  on  Sunday  mormngs,  and  dis- 
tribute tlie  foot- warmers  in  the  various  pews.  Judge 
Sewall  records  in  his  diary  instances  when  the  congrega- 
tion must  have  suffered  greatly  from  the  frigid  atmoKjilicrc. 
**  The  communion  bread  w  iis  frozen  pretty  hard,"  he  says, 
•*and  rattled  sadly  into  the  plates."  Again  he  writes: 
**  Extraordinary  cold  storm  wind  and  snow.  Bread 
froEen  at  the  Lord's  table,  yet  was  very  comfortable  at 
meeting."  He  refers  to  an  exceedingly  cold  Sunday,  when 
there  was  "great  coughing*'  in  meeting,  in  spite  of  which 
a  new-born  baby  was  brought  into  the  icy  church  to  l)e 
baptized,  —  itlxing  the  custom  to  carry  the  children  to  the 
meeting-house  for  baptism  the  first  Sunday  after  they  were 
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bt>iu.  He  also  alludes  to  the  baptism  of  liLs  own  fourteen 
children^  not  one  of  whom  cried  out,  eveu  iii  the  coldest 
veatiier,  being  "true  examples  of  pure  Puritan  lortitade.** 
Stoves  weie  not  introduced  into  Dorchester  churehes 
until  about  1820,  and  the  innovation  met  with  a  strong 
opposition  &om  many.  In  the  Fiist  Churoh,  William 
Bird  was,  perhaps,  the  strongest  opponent  of  the  innovsr 
tion.  "  In  the  old  ineeting-house,"  he  said,  "  snow  used 
to  come  up  to  niy  pew,  and  I  never  had  anv  tn  ui  ic.  It's 
all  nonsense  to  put  in  stoves."  Captain  John  C'odnian 
lelateii  the  following  humorouh  account  of  the  contioverey 
on  this  subject  wbidi  occurred  in  the  Second  ChuieL 
He  says:  — 

^  At  last  flw  stove  party  was  vietorioin.  Old  *  Unele  Ned 
Foster'  was  foremost  in  the  opposition.   Hs  thtesteiwd  to  s|ga 

off,  but  finally  be  coik  I  n  led  to  remain  loyal,  and  sit  it  out;  so 
on  the  first  Sunday  after  the  stoves  had  been  introduced,  the 
old  gentleman  occupied  his  pew  us  usual,  the  stove-pipe  being 
directly  over  him.  There  he  sat  with  no  very  saint>IiJ(e  expres- 
sion throughoat  the  sermon,  a  red  bandanna  handkeichief 
spread  ovnr  his  besd,  and  his  face  oonespouding  to  it  hi  color. 
▲  genersl  smile  circulated  through  the  house,  the  minister  llitt- 
self  catching  the  infection  ;  for  almost  everybody  excepting 
Unele  Ned  was  aware  that,  the  day  being  rather  warm,  no  llres 
had  been  lighted." 

The  church  customs  of  Dorchester  did  not  differ  greatly 
from  the  customs  of  early  New  England  as  sketched  in  the 
preceding  pages.  After  this  cursory  glance  we  are  ready 
to  turn  our  attention  to  the  event,s  which  are  ooucemed 
with  the  rclagious  life  of  the  town. 

The  tint  meeting4iou8e  was  built  in  1681,  and  was 
situated  near  the  comer  of  Pleasant  and  East  Cottage 
streets,  on  Allen's  Plain,  at  the  north  end  of  the  town. 
It  was  a  low  building,  ccxudsting  of  one  story  about  twelve 
feet  in  height,  and  was  constructed  of  logs  and  thatch. 
Palisadoes  surrounded  it,  and  militaiy  stores  were  de- 
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posited  in  it»  Gmu  were  mounted  on  the  roo£»  and  % 
sentinel  kept  on  guard,  so  that  it  served  as  a  place  of 
refuge  and  defence  against  the  Indians.  The  first  day  of 
the  week  the  Colony  held  it«  meetings  as  a  Church,  and 
the  second  day  of  the  week  us  a  Town.  The  inhabitants 
conveyed  thither  their  plate  and  mo^t  valuable  articles 
every  evening  to  be  preserved  in  aaletjf. 

The  iiae  of  the  meeting^uniae  as  an  arsenal  came  very 
near  causing  its  destniction,  as  on  one  occasion,  when  Mr* 
Maverick,  the  venerated  minister,  was  drying  powder 
there,  he  set  off  a  keg  near  by,  singed  his  dothes,  and 
destroyed  the  thatch  with  which  the  roof  was  covered. 
For  the  lii-st  year  of  its  existence  i\m  meeting-house  was 
used  by  the  inliabitant.s  of  Roxbury  as  well  as  Dorchester, 
as  the  former  were  at  lliis  time  without  a  place  of  woi'Hhip. 
On  November  8, 1684,  ao  order  was  passed  **  to  build  stairs 
on  tiie  ontside,  and  the  loft  to  he  laid,  and  a  window  in 
tiie  W 

When  the  Dorchester  emigrants  associated  in  church 
fellowsliip  at  Plymouth,  before  setting  sail  for  America, 
they  chose,  as  we  have  seen  in  an  earlier  chapter,  the 
Rev.  John  Maverick  and  the  Rev.  John  Warhara  to  be 
their  ministers.  Mr.  Maverick,  Wiutluop  tells  us,  was  "  a 
man  of  a  very  humble  spirit,  faithful  in  furthering  the 
work  of  the  Lord  here,  both  in  the  Church  and  in  the  civil 
State.**  Mr.  Warham  is  said  to  have  been  the  minister 
who  introdnoed  into  Ehigland  the  practice  of  preaching 
with  notes.  Both  these  ministers  were  active  in  helping 
to  lay  the  fonndations  of  the  town.  Their  labors  were  not 
confined  altogether  to  spiritual  teacliint:^.  1>ut  tliey  made 
strenuous  efforts  to  streiifj^then  the  beginnings  of  the  infant 
colony.  The  name  of  Mr,  Maverick  has  been  more  closely 
oonneoted  with  the  histoiy  of  the  town  than  that  of  Mr. 
Warham,  as  the  latter  left  Dorchester  in  1685  with  that 
part  of  the  Church  which  went  to  Windsor,'  Connecticut, 

I  Ante,  p.  38. 
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remaining  there  as  its  pastor  for  tliiity-four  years.  We 
can  learn  bit  litHe  of  bim  except  that  ho  was  a  pious  man, 
that  he  pieadied  with  notes,  and  that,  while  he  adminis- 
tered the  Lord's  Supper  to  o^eis,  for  nuuay  years  from 

religious  scruples  he  declined  to  partake  himself.'  He 
died  at  Windsor,  April  1, 1670.' 

The  migration  to  Connecticut  has  caused  the  qnestioik 
to  be  raised  as  to  whether  the  Church  in  Dorchester,  or  the 
First  Church  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  is  the  proper  heir  to  the 
Church  gathered  in  Old  Plymouth.  As  both  churches  were 
essentially  derived  from  the  same  historical  rwit,  bothneem 
to  have  the  right  to  claim  the  distinction.  The  questions 
which  must  he  deeided  are,  whether  the  Windsor  move- 
ment  was  an  official  act  as  a  church  orgaidzation,  what 
proportion  of  the  chinch  memheisbip  wwt,  and  what  is 
meant  by  a  new  chnrch  "  in  Dorchester. 

These  three  questions  are  discussed  at  length  in  the 
Introduction  to  the  "  Records  of  the  First  Church  :  and 
the  following  conclusions  are  deduced  from  the  examination 
of  the  subject :  — 

*•  1.  That  the  whole  chureh  membership  did  not  fjo  to  Wind- 
sor, bat  only  a  part  of  it  This  is  supported  by  the  testimony 
of  WInthrap,  Blake,  Hubbard,  and  a  eaieftd  study  of  eaiiy 
reooids  as  to  the  number  of  those  who  left  and  those  who 

remained. 

"2.  Whether  the  Whidsor  party  went  as  a  church  orgaiiizn- 
tion  or  simply  as  a  colony  of  fellow  clujrch  members  is  not 
known.  Both  views  have  been  maintained :  the  decisive  evi- 
dence Is  laddDg.  The  editor  of  the  Boston  Rteorder  truly  says : 
» The  difltoulty  abont  sU  the  docmncnts  relating  to  this  subject 
hi  that  the  writers  seem  to  have  treated  the  question  as  to  the 
preservation  of  the  oritrinal  organization  no  n  jnattcr  of  little 
cousequeuce,  while  they  Ktate  the  fact  of  the  removal,  and  so 
use  expressions  which  amy  be  coustmed  either  way.' 

*  Cotton  Matlier'a  "  MaRnalia."  p.  120. 
>  N«w  England's  Memorial,  p.  116. 

s  RMwrds  of  the  First  Cburcli  at  DovdiMter.  Bottoa>MMi.:  GcorgtE. 

Ellis  (1890). 
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8.  The  new  dnadi  in  Doidiester  was  an  amalgmimtiMi  of 
old  ftnd  new  elementa,  partly  due  to  the  departure  of  early 

members,  and  partly  to  the  arrival  of  new  material.  The  prob- 
ability is  that  the  Church  was  imich  }n-oken  up  by  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  emigration.  This  transition  period  was  so  serious  that 
ieoi|^iii8ation  was  desirable. 

"  4.  The  qaeation  of  oontinidty  does  not  affeck  tiie  eontbuity 
of  the  parish.  According  to  Massachusetts  law,*  the  First 
Church  and  Parish  of  DoTchester  baa  a  clear  title  tm  two  bon^' 

dred  nnd  sixty  years. 

''6.  The  historic  connection  of  the  Dorchester  Church  with 
the  Church  formed  at  Plymouth,  England,  is  dhect  and  unbroken. 
It  is  maintained  1^  genetto  lines  of  memlierBblp.  Some  streams 
of  blood  from  the  heart  of  the  Plymouth  (Kngland)  Chundi 
still  flow  in  the  mcmbertihlp  of  the  Church  at  I)  iflioster.  The 
present  Church  owes  its  existence  to  that  iinniifj;ration  ;  not 
merely  through  a  parish  continuity,  but  through  a  oontiuuity  of 
nwnbeisUp  and  Sabbath  meetings  and  CbiMJatk  Itfe  and  work; 
that  is  to  say,  tluoogh  its  life  as  a  dmieb. 

6.  The  chnrehsa  at  Dotdiester  and  Windsor  are  fbns  both 
bdisof  the  same  parentage." 

TliP  portion  of  tlie  Church  which  remained  Ixjlmul  under 
Mr.  Muverick  joined  witli  the  Rev.  liichard  Mather  and 
his  foUowen*  who  had  twmldj  uiiTad  from  England, 
making  one  chinch  with  two  poston  at  its  head.  The  two 
parties  wtered  into  the  following  covenant: — 

Dorchester,  the  SS*  day  o<  the  ) 
(^awneA,  Asmu  1116.  I 

Wee  whose  osmes  aie  snbscribed  being  celled  of  Qod  to 
Joyne  cMves  togethw  in  Chnreh  Comonion,  from  o^  hesrls 

^  A  legal  deciuoo  by  Judge  Sluiw  (Stebbiiw  v.  Jennings,  10  Pickering, 
p.  IIS)  is  to  fbe  sfBaet  tbai  deparlint  aMmben  of  •  charch  are  to  b« 
rrpnrrlrfl  rs  wceders,  no  matter  how  many  go ;  while  thoie  who  remain, 
however  few,  are  •till  the  Church.  lo  the  case  of  tlte  Fint  Chorch.  over 
twentjr  menbsn  ef  the  Cboreh  ransIiMd  tai  Dordwtter.  Besee  (eooMrdieg 
to  Juil^'i'  Shaw)  tlio  Cliiirch  never  ri  niiiv  ed,  though  SMoj  iadifldesls  left. 
The  earl/  recorda,  if  mj  ever  existed,  are  loet. 
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Mknowledging  o'  owns  nmrortliiiiM  of  loeli  ft  ptMMgfi  or  of 
the  least  of  Gods  menses,  A  likewise  seknowiedgiiig  disa- 
bility to  keepe  ooren*  w**  God  or  to  p'fourme  any  spiritull  duty 

w'"  hvc  calkth  us  unto,  unlesse  the  Lord  Jesus  do  enable  us 
thereunto  by  bis  spirit  dwelling  in  us,  Doe  in  the  name  of  €ht 
Jesus  o'  Jjord  and  io  trust  and  confidence  of  his  free  gnce 
««ristlng  OS  fkeely  Coven^  A  bind  omsdves  eoleumely  In  ths 
piess&ce  of  God  MmsslfSt  his  holy  Angslls  and  all  his  eemuits 
here  present  that  wse  will  by  his  grace  assisting  ns  endevour 
constantly  to  walke  togeather  as  a  right  orfierpd  Congregacoii 
of  Cht.  accoixling  to  all  the  holy  rules  of  a  <  l  uK  h-body  rightly 
established,  so  farre  as  wee  do  already  know  it  to  bee  o'  duty 
or  shsU  fmfhar  imd'Mand  it  out  of  Crods  holy  woid:  FiRHUising 
flfst  A  above  all  to  cdeaTs  unto  him  as  o^  ehiefe  A  onlsy  good, 
and  to  o'  Lord  Jesus  Cht  as  o^  onely  spirituall  hosband  and 
I^rd,  &  o^  onely  high  priest  &  Prophet  and  Kinp'  And  for 
the  furthering  of  us  to  keepo  this  blessed  Cohiunion  w'"*  God 
and  his  souoe  Jesus  Cht  and  to  grow  up  more  fully  therein, 
wse  do  Ukewise  promise  by  his  graoe  assisting  ns,  to  endevonr 
the  establishing  amoiigst  o^  selres  of  sU  his  holy  oidinanoss 
w^  bee  hath  appointed  for  his  churches  here  on  earth,  and  to 
observe  all  and  every  of  them  in  such  sort  as  shall  We  most 
agreeable  to  his  will ;  ojjposing  to  the  utmost  of  o'  power,  what- 
soever is  contrary  thereunto,  &,  bcwayliog  fro  o'  hearts  <f  owne 
neglect  tiiereof  in  former  tyme,  sod  our  pdluting  o^ves 
thwein  w*^  any  sinf nil  Inventions  of  men. 

And  lastly  wee  do  hereby  Coven*  &  p'mise  to  fturthor  to 
C  utmost  power,  tho  best  spirituall  good  of  each  other,  and  of 
all  and  every  <  l  u  that  may  become  members  of  this  Con gre- 
gacon,  by  nmiuull  Instruction  reprehension,  exhorta<k>n,  cou- 
aolafiontand  spiritaall  watehfnlnes  o!ver  one  another  for  good ; 
and  to  bee  subject  In  and  for  the  Lord  toall  the  Adndnistrstens 
and  Censures  of  the  Congregacon,  so  farre  as  the  same  shall 
bee  guided  according  to  tin  vulr^  of  rJods  mwt  holy  word. 

Of  the  integrity  of  o'^  heartes  herein  wee  tall  God  the 
searcher  of  aU  hearts  to  witnesse ;  beseeching  him  so  to  blesse 
UB  in  this  and  all  o'EnterfHrieesi  as  wee  shall  slncwely  endevoar 
by  the  assistaiioe  of  his  graoe  to  observe  this  holy  Goven^  and 
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the  braunches  of  it  inviolably  for  ever ;  aud  where  wee  shall 
f ayle  thflie  to  mijte  upon  the  Lofd  Jmm  for  pardon  tnd  for 
ofloaptmoo  and  bealing  for  hk  mbim  lake. 

BiCHASD  Mather: 
Natb:  Doiigam: 
Gbobos  vmOT: 

HeNRT  WITHINaiON 
TnOMAS  JOMSS 

Joan  Pope 
Jon  KiHGBBur.^ 

lb.  IbToriek  diod  during  Hie  ioaie  year  that  this  cove- 
nant was  drawn  np,  and  is  sappoeed  to  have  heen  horied 
in  the  fint  hniying^ffvonnd,  near  the  first  meetii^;4iouee. 
His  services  to  the  town  were  so  eminent  that  the  gxati- 
tude  and  love  of  the  first  settlers  was  almoit  as  great  as 
that  felt  for  the  Rev.  John  White,  the  promoter  of  the 
Ckilony. 

When  Mr.  Maverick  died  Mr.  Matlier  was  left  at  the 
head  of  religioiui  affaii-s  in  Dorchester,  aiid  from  thi^t  time 
until  his  death  he  was  a  leader  in  all  affairs  of  importance 
in  the  town.  He  was  horn 

at  Lawton,  in  the  parish  of  ^  i(^ta/ti  ^H^UAft^ 

Winwick,  county  of  Lan- 
caster, England.  He  was  a  great  scholar  from  an  early  age, 

and  when  but  fifteen  years  old  he  was  master  in  n  s'-hool  at 
Toxtetli  Park,  near  Liverpool.  Later,  he  entered  Brazenose 
CoUegt!,  Oxford,  received  ordination,  and  preached  at 
Toxteth  for  tiixtcea  years,  until  suapended,  in  1633,  for 
non-ooni(M»uty ;  but  he  was  zestorad  again  tiirough  the 
intercession  of  friends.  Under  the  severe  visitations  of 
the  Azehhuhop  of  York,  however,  he  was  again  suspended 
in  1684.  This  resulted  in  persuading  him  to  remove  to 
New  England;  so,  travelling  to  Bristol  in  disguise,  he 
Failed  for  America,  and  after  a  terrible  vnyaqt?  reached 
Boston  Harbor  on  the  17th  of  August,  1635.  He  was  at 
once  recognized  m  a  man  of  rare  ability  and  scholarship, 

^  Bacorda  of  the  Fint  Chatoh  *i  DorchMter,  pp.  1, 2. 
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and  soon  became  a  prominent  lender  in  all  ecclesui^jtical 
affairs.  His  theoli)giLal  Nvt^ukts  in  jiiiut  and  mauusciipt 
are  nmueruus,  aad  give  abundant  evidence  of  his  ability 
and  zeaL  He  immediately  receiTed  inyitationa  to  settle 
in  Flymottth,  Boxbcuy,  and  other  towns ;  but,  aoting  npon 
the  advice  of  Messn.  Cotton*  Hooker,  and  other  friends, 
he  accepted  the  call  to  Dorchester,  and  remained  there 
until  his  death. 

Mt.  Mather  died  April  22, 1669.  On  the  Chnroh  Reoorda 
is  found  the  following  anagram :  — 

"  Third  in  New  England's  Dordwtsr, 
Was  this  ordained  minister, 
fl«eoiid  to  nam  in  frnitf dIimm^ 
AbmtiM»  ttui  nieiiiliiMi. 

**  UMm  his  charms,  years  seven  times  wvUf 
Wise  to  win  souls  from  oartb  to  hcafWf 
Proj^t's  reward  he  gains  above, 
Bat  great**  oar  loes  hf  his  remove." 

An  epitaph  upon  the  Church  Records  dif^tra  from  that 
upon  his  tomhstone:  — 

«*Seered  to  God  Ua  eervaat  Kiduwd  IfaCher. 

Sons  lilce  him,  good  and  great,  did  call  hiiB  fstfaer. 
Hard  to  discern  a  ilifiFerencc  in  degree, 
Twixt  his  bright  learning  and  high  piety. 
Short  tioie  Us  deeping  dnit  Uee  covered  dom, 
So  can't  Ills  soul  or  his  deserved  renown 
From 's  birth  six  In^fn^s  and  a  jnhiloe 
To  his  repose ;  but  laboured  hard  in  ihee, 
O  Dtwdteeterl  fear  more  tlma  thirty  years. 
His  aseied  dost  with  thee  tidne  bowmr  rsnre.** 

"  He  was  a  man  of  an  exemplary  life  and  ccmyerBation,** 
says  lUetl}  "  a  good  scholar,  and  a  plain,  solid,  practical 
preacher.  He  wrote  seveml  treatisps,  whioli  were  well 
accepted  in  those  times,  and  was  generally  consulted  in  all 
difficulties  relating  to  church  government."  He  left  four 
sons  in  the  ministry,  —  Eleazer,  Samuel,  Nathaniel,  and 
Increase* 

1  Blsteiy  of  Mew  Englud»  voL  L  p.  88B. 
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The  Rev.  Jouathan  Burr  waa  bom  at  Redgitwe,  in 
Suffolk,  and  wtis  gniduated  from  Ccnpns  ('hri^ti  CJollege 
ill  1G23.  He  preached  for  a  while  in  England,  I  ut  being 
silenced  for  his  non-conformity,  came  to  Don  heeler  with 
his  family.  Ue  signed  the  chuich  coveuaul  ui  ;  and, 
08  it  was  file  early  oustooi  to  have  two  minbten,  one 
offieiatiBg  as  pastor  and  the  other  as  *^  teacher,'*  he  waa 
called  to  assist  Mr.  Mather  as  his  eoUeague.  These  two 
gentlemen  differed,  however,  upon  some  pointB;  and  a 
council  of  ten  ministers  and  two  magistrates  was  called  in 
Februar}',  1640,  to  adjust  the  difficulties.  After  a  session 
of  four  days  it  waa  decided  "tliat  lw)th  sides  liad  cause  to 
be  humbled  for  their  failings,  for  winch  they  were  advised 
to  set  a  day  apart  for  reconciliation."  The  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Hall,  Jr.,  in  a  sermon  preached  before  tiie  Firat  Pamh 
June  19,  1870,  paid  the  following  tribute  to  Mr.  Burr: 
For  a  time  associated  witii  Richard  Mather  was  Jonathan 
Bnir,  also  silenced  for  non-conformity,  and  bearing  with 
him  a  repute  for  learning  and  piety.  He  died,  after  a 
ministry  of  less  than  three  years,  in  the  tliirty-«eventh 
year  of  his  age.  Testimonies  have  reached  us  to  the  re- 
markable loveliness  of  his  character  and  the  pathetic 
eloquence  of  his  speech;  and  the  picture  which  throngh 
tliese  I  bear  of  him  has  always  drawn  me  to  him  as  to  no 
other  of  my  predecesson.**  Soon  after  Mr.  Bun's  arrival 
in  this  country  he  was  taken  down  with  the  small-pox ; 
and  this  BO  weakened  his  health  that  he  died  Augost  9, 
1641. 

The  Rev.  John  Wilson,  Jr.,  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Burr's  death ;  but  he  remained 
only  two  yeai-s,  moving  away  to  accept  a  parish  in  Med- 
field,  where  he  preached  for  forty  jeais.  He  died  August 
2S,  1691.  Mr.  William  Stonghton,  afterwards  lieutenant- 
gOTemor  and  commander^n-chiefi  preached  occasionally, 
but  he  was  never  ordained.  The  Church  tried  to  persuade 
him  to  become  pastor  when  Mr.  Mather  died,  but  he  firmly 
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refused ;  and  later  events  proved  that  his  services  were 
needed  in  larj^er  fields. 

The  rude  first  meeting-liouse  had  proved  sufficient  for 
the  needB  of  the  people  for  fourteen  years ;  but  in  1645 
the  growing  wants  of  the  Flantatioii  desianded  better 
aecommodatioiisj  so  it  was  decided  that  **lor  peace  and 
love's  sake  there  shall  be  a  new  nieetuig4iouse."  For 
this  an  appropriation  of  £250  was  made.  The  church 
was  built  near  or  on  the  spot  of  the  first  meeting-house» 
at  the  northerly  end  of  Pleasant  Street ;  but  twenty-five 
years  later  the  building  was  removed  to  Meeting-House 
Hill,  standing  on  the  east  siile  of  Winter  Street,  near  the 
ttite  of  the  later  reisideuce  of  Dr.  Robert  Thaxter. 

Some  five  yeais  previous  to  the  removal  of  the  stmotore 
to  Meeting-House  Hill,  three  of  the  good  dtizens  of  the 
town  oame  very  near  getting  into  difficulty  because  of  tiie 
erection  of  a  new  gallety  in  the  meeting-house  without 
permission  from  the  proper  authorities.  It  seems  that  the 
selectmen  had  been  consulted  individually,  and  the  pro- 
motors  of  the  enterprise  felt  assured  of  their  support. 
When,  iiovvuver,  the  addition  was  completed,  a  storm  arose 
which  threatened  serious  results.  The  selectmen  declared 
that  the  galleiy  had  been  built  entirely  without  their 
sanction,  and  said  that  it  was  prejudicial  to  the  light. 
Forthermore,  those  who  were  conoemed  in  its  construction 
were  forbidden  to  sit  in  it  until  the  mind  of  the  towns* 
people  could  t)c  ascertained.  At  a  meeting  held  for  the 
settlement  of  the  affair,  it  was  decided  tluit  the  gallery 
might  stand;  but  it  could  not  W  disposed  of  to  any  per- 
sons except  those  of  wlioni  thu  town  approved.  It  was 
also  voted  that  the  offending  parties  should  acknowledge 
that  ihey  had  acted  with  too  much  forwardness.  This 
called  forth  the  following  docunmt:  — 

We  irtioae  names  are  underwiitten,  do  admowledge  that  it 
was  our  weaknesB  that  we  were  so  inoonaideiate  as  to  make  a 
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amall  seat  in  the  meeting-bouae,  without  more  clear  and  full 
approbatioD  ot  llie  town  and  selectmen  thereof,  though  we 
thooi^t  upon  the  ooofeienee  we  had  with  some  of  the  eeketiiwii 
apart,  and  elden,  we  had  aatiafylng  gxonnd  for  oar  prooeeding 

therein ;  wch  we  now  see  was  not  suQScient ;  therefore  we  deslie 
that  our  failing  therein  may  be  passed  by;  and  if  tho  town  will 
grant  our  seat  that  we  have  been  at  so  much  cost  In  settuig  up, 
we  thaDkfalljr  acknowledge  your  love  unto  us  therein,  and  we 
do  heieapon  farther  wigage  ouxeelTee  that  we  will  not  0m  np 
nor  sell  any  of  our  places  in  that  Mat  to  any  poson  or  persons 
but  whom  the  ciders  Bball  approve  of,  or  such  aa  have 
power  to  place  men  in  seata  in  the  assembly. 

IkCRKASF.  ATTfKRTOM* 

Samlkl  I*koctob. 

TUOMAS  BliiU. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Mr.  Mather*8  GsteoliiBm  ww 
distributed  to  eai^  family  in  the  town,  tiie  expenae  being 

paid  out  of  the  town 

A  step  in  the  direction  of  lilximl  chmcli  t^^ovemmeut 
was  made  at  this  period,  when  it  waa  proposed  to  receive 
members  of  the  sterner  sex  into  the  Church,  on  the  con- 
feasum  of  their  faitlL  in  writing,  or  in  private  oonferenee  j 
tbe  only  condition  being  that,  when  it  was  declared  pub- 
licly at  ohnrcb,  they  abould  **  stand  forth  and  acknowl- 
edge it." 

The  Rev.  Joeiah  Flint,  the  successor  of  the  Rev.  John 
Wilson,  Jr.,  waa  lx)rn  August  24, 1645,  and  was  gradtiated 
from  Hnrvard  College  in  1664.  His  ordination  occurred 
Decemlxr  27, 1671 ;  and  liis  ministry  showed  unusual  zeal 
and  perseverance,  but  unfortunately  it  was  interrupted  by 
iU-healtb.  He  died  September  15^  1680,  and  the  follow- 
ing epitaph  was  placed  upon  the  monument  erected  to 
his  memory; — 
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**  Here  lies  laterred  y*  Corps  of  Mr.  Josiah  Flint,  late  i'aator  to 
7*  anrch  in  ])onslMit«r»  Aged  M 
]}«c«Md  Saptr.  Uth,  1680. 

▲  Man  of  God  he  wi  ao  gisat,  logDod, 

HiA  highest  worth  -was  hardly  nnrlfirstood  : 
So  much  of  God  &  ChriBt  in  him  did  Dwell, 
Id  Grace  aad  HofineH  he  did  exceU. 
An  Honour  &  an  ornament  thercligr) 
Botli  to  y*  Churches    the  Mini«try. 
Most  zealous  in  ye  work  ol  Rcformatioo, 
To  nve  dib  self  destroying  GeneietUm. 
With  Courage  Stroue  'gainst  all  this  peoples  sin; 
He  spent  hi".  Strenc^th,  his  Life,  his  Soul  therein* 
Consum'd  with  holy  zeal  of  God,  for  whom 
He  Ka'd,  and  dy*d  •  IJnd  of  MartTrdoat. 
If  HMD  will  not  lament,  tlieir  Hearts  not  break, 
No  wonder  tit  is  lamenting  Stone  doth  Speak, 
His  Tomb-stunc  cries  Repeat,  and  Souls  to  sane 
Doth  Preach  Repentance  from  his  very  Graue. 
'Oafaut  Shiners  doth  a  lasting  Record  lye 
TUa  MoaameDt  to  his  bless'd  Memoiy." 

It  wati  during  Mr.  Flint's  ministry  that  the  new  meet- 
ing-home was  built  to  take  the  place  of  the  Bmaller  one 
which  waa  moved  to  Meetmg^Hotue  Hill  in  1670.  Una 
hoilding  was  ereoted  on  tiie  n<»thwest  comer  of  Chinch 
and  Winter  Streets.  It  was  square  in  sbapCi  and  was  two 
stories  high,  with  a  tower  in  thf*  centre  containing  a 
bell.  Tlie  tirst  assembly  in  this  structure  was  held  No- 
vembt'i-  17,  1G78. 

The  Kev.  John  Dauforth  was  ordained  June  8,  1682. 
He  was  bom  in  1652*  and  was  gxaduated  from  Harraid 
College  in  1677.  He  gained  the  distinction  of  serving 
the  longest  pastorate  in  the  history  of  the  Chnrcfa ;  bat 
during  this  period  of  forty-eight  years  nothing  of  great 
consequence  occurred.  He  died  May  26,  1730.  Dr. 
Thaddeus  Mason  Harris,  in  his  "Chronological  and 
Topographical  Account  of  Dorchester"  (1804),  refers 
to  Mr.  Danfoith's  poetical  abiUiy.    He  says:  — 
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I  hun  seen  seroml  elegiac  pieces  of  Us  in  Eni^idi  hextmster 
vene.  Those  wbidi  posseas  the  most  poeticsl  merit  m«,  *Two 

▼ast  enjoyments  commemorated  and  two  great  bereavements 
lamented,  in  two  excellent  persons,  viz.  Rev.  Peter  TTiacher 
pastor  of  the  church  of  Christ  in  Milton,  who  was  bom  into 
this  world  July  18,  1651,  and  sscmided  to  s  better  world,  Dec. 
17, 1727,  MX,  77,  and  in  the  47th  of  his  psstocste:  sad  Bsr. 
Samvd  DtUiftrAt  pastor  of  the  church  of  Christ  in  Tannton, 
whose  nativity  was  Dec.  18,  nud  his  translation  to  the 

heavenly  paradise  Nov.  14,  1727,  fifteen  days  after  the  first 
shock  of  the  great  earthquake  in  Kew-England.'  The  other 
poem  is  *onthedflSth  of  lbs.  Jims  .fiKsl,  the  Tirtoons  oonsot 
of  Ber.  John  ESiiot,  llfst  minister  of  Boxboiy,  who  ezdumged 
worlds  Mart  li  24,  1687,  in  the  84fll  yesv  of  her  age.'  To 
which  are  ad  li  d  '  verses  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  John  Elioty 
teacher  to  the  church  of  Christ  in  Roxbury,  and  a  propagator 
of  the  Crospel  among  the  Indians  in  New-£ngland.  Who  rested 
txcm  his  Isboon  Hny  20,  1690,  .£t.  86.'  The  following 
TSfsioii  of  Mr.  Siiofs  hints  reqNMSting  the  best  methods  of 
gospelising  the  Indlsns  msj  serve  ss  *  Qtedmrni  of  tim  poetatys 


*  AdilnM,  I  prsjr,  your  senate  Car  good  erdors 

To  civilize  the  lieatben  in  our  1:)ordcri. 

Virtae  mast  turn  into  neceuity, 

Or  this  brave  work  will  in  its  urn  still  lie. 

mn  SjprjeeAtww  and  eoluAiiation 

Come  un'h  r  f  ill  restraint  and  repTilation, 

Much  you  would  do  you  'II  find  impracticable 

And  mocb  yon  do  wfll  prove  unprofittMe. 

In  common  lands  that  lie  unfenc'd  you  knowt 

Tbe  husbandman  in  vain  doth  jilow  and  sow; 

We  hope  in  vain  the  plant  of  grace  will  thrive 

In  forests  where  tmBtg  cant  live.*'* 


On  November  5,  1729,  a  few  months  before  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  John  Danfoi'th,  the  Rev.  Jouathaii  Bowmau  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Churdi.  He  yna  horn  Jaouazy 
2S,  1708,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 
1724.  He  served  acceptably  lor  f  orly-iliiee  years,  but  was 
dismissed  at  tlie  end  of  tiiat  period  because  of  an  unf  ortii- 
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nate  contrnversy  broug^bt  on  incidentally  by  the  trespasses 
of  the  good  pastxjr's  hens.  Tt  seems  that  Mr.  Paul  Hall, 
who  suffered  fi"om  these  tretspiuswuii,  instead  of  complaining 
to  Mr.  Bowman,  took  matters  into  his  own  hands,  and 
executed  the  cdliKntB  without  jndgc  or  jury.  Wlien  Mr. 
Hall  later  lirought  a  child  to  the  church  for  faaptUm,  Mr. 
Bowman  refueed  to  peiform  the  ceremony;  and  tiwreapoii 
the  iirst  troable  l)etween  pastor  and  people  in  the 
Dorchester  Church  began.  The  direct  charges  brought 
agaiuBt  Mr.  Bowman  were,  that  }ie  pre'tched  ton  short 
sermons,  *'  frequently  not  exceeding  hi'teen  to  eighteen 
minutes;"  tlmt  he  too  fiequently  preaclied  old  sermons; 
and  that  he  did  not  insist  enough  on  the  doctrines  of 
original  sin,  regeneration,  and  selfHienial. 

When  Mr.  Bowman,  early  in  1772,  preached  a  eomon 
from  the  text,  **He  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  me," 
making  a  personal  attack  on  certain  members  of  his 
congrregation,  it  wiis  thought  to  l)e  time  to  take  decisive 
action ;  and  a  council  was  called  to  seek  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  diihculties.  The  result  was  that  Mr. 
Bowman  was  dismissed. 

Just  before  the  council  conTcned,  the  Church  made  an 
effort  to  obtain  their  records  whidi  were  in  lb*.  Bowman's 
possession;  but  the  hook  containing  the  record  of  deaths 
during  his  ministry  was  all  they  could  recover.  The 
others  were  never  obtained, — a  serious  loss  to  the  town. 
Mr.  Bowman  died  March  80, 1775. 

Dorchester  was  not  the  oidy  i<»\vn  affected  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Rev.  George  Whiteheld  from  England,  but  un- 
doubtedly received  as  much  benefit  from  his  visit  as  any. 
Mr.  Whitefield  was  a  giaduate  of  Oxford,  and  after  tak- 
ing orders  became  an  itinenuit  minister.  His  visit  to 
America,  in  1734,  was  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an 
orphan  house  in  Georgia;  and  he  came  to  Massachusetts 
to  solicit  financial  aid  for  this  enteiprise.   The  effect  of 
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his  arrival  was  at  once  felt.  His  first  sermon  was  de- 
livered at  the  Brattle-Street  Church,  in  Boston,  befoi«  an 
audience  of  three  thousand  people.  The  whole  neighbor- 
hood azonnd  Boston  ww  at  once  excited  into  great  reli- 
gious enthtuiasm,  and  the  monung  congregatioiis  in  all 
churchoi  were  very  small,  emoept  the  ono  where  2£r» 
Whitefield  preached. 

The  places  chosen  for  delivering  the  sermons  were  very 
varied.  Sometimes  Mr.  Whitefield  preached  in  churches, 
and  sometimes  in  fields,  just  as  the  opportunity  prespnted 
itself.  When  he  pi-eached  hia  farewell  sermon  il  was  uu 
Boston  Common,  and  over  twenty-live  thousand  persutis 
are  said  to  ham  been  presoit.  When  it  ia  remembered 
that  this  is  more  than  twice  the  nnmber  of  inhabitants 
old  Boston  claimed  in  those  days,  it  wHI  he  seen  that  the 
neighboring  towns  must  have  been  heiunly  drawn  from. 
It  is  said  that  persons  living  on  Joneses  Hill,  in  Dorchester, 
heard  Mr.  Whitefield's  voice  distinctly  on  that  memorable 
day.  The  emiiient  divine  undoubtedly  poiisessed  a  clear 
and  flonorou.s  voice ;  but  the  story  seems  rather  more  tradi* 
tioual  timn  authentic. 

Whitefidd  had  great  inflnence  orer  his  heams. 
Frenklin  in  his  antobiography  teUs  tiie  following  aneo- 
dote  in  connection  with  a  semon  he  heard  Whitefield 
preach,  after  whidi  there  was  to  be  a  collection  taken 
up:  **I  had  in  my  pocket  a  handful  of  copper  money, 
three  or  four  silver  dollars,  and  five  pistoles  in  p^old. 
As  Whitefield  proceeded,  I  began  to  soften,  and  con- 
cluded to  give  the  copper.  Anotlier  stroke  of  his  ora- 
tory made  me  ashamed  of  that,  and  deternuned  nie  to 
give  the  silTor;  and  he  finished  so  admixably  that  I 
emptied  my  pocket  wholly  into  the  collector's  dish,  gold 
and  all.**  Whitefield,  however,  became  so  cardess  and 
reckless  in  some  of  his  statements  that  before  long  there 
were  many  who  opposed  him.  Among  the  most  energetic 
of  these  opponents,  caiioiuly  enough,  were  the  officials  of 
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Harvurd  aoid  Yale  colleges.  Whether  they  feared  that  the 
jonth  under  their  protection  might  he  unduly  influenced, 
or  suffer  some  other  evil,  ia  not  accurately  known ;  bat  it 
is  certun  that  the  opposition  was  pushed  with  great  seaL 

It  is  said  that  Dr.  Ghauncy,  of  the  First  Church,  disliked 
Whitefield  very  much,  and  said  to  hiin, Mr.  Whitefield, 
I  am  sorry  see  you  have  come  back  again."  "  So  is  the 
devil,"  said  Whitefield.  No  minister  probably  ever  created 
80  great  a  sensation  ;us  Mr.  Whitefield.  Churches  divided 
after  hi^i  departure,  and  di^jsensions  arose  ou  every  side. 

In  1748  tiie  thud  meeting-house  of  the  town  was  tmilt,^ 
its  location  being  a  little  south  of  the  one  that  preceded 
it.  The  Soldier's  Monument  is  about  on  the  spot  of  the 
eastern  entrance }  an  elm  tree,  given  years  ago  by  William 
Swan  for  the  purpose,  marks  the  spot  where  the  pulpit 
was  located.  It  is  about  twenty  or  thirty  feet  north  from 
the  monument.  This  building  was  sixty-eight  feet  long, 
forty-six  feet  wide;  a  tower  fourteen  feet  square,  and  a 
steeple  one  hundred  and  four  feet  high  to  tlie  vane.  It 
cost  X8»567,  IO9.,  lid.,  old  tenor.  At  the  raising  of  this 
meeting-house,  as  we  have  seen  in  a  preceding  duipter, 
Bphiatm  Wales  fell  from  one  of  the  beams,  and  died 
the  same  night,— an  accident  which  cast  a  gloom  over 
the  otherw  ise  happy  event.  These  church-raisings  were 
alwa}'s  great  events  in  the  town.  Tlie  law  required  that 
each  citizen  should  take  part  in  or  contribute  to  rasing 
the  Aleetiug-hows." 

Deacon  Edwaid  Pierce  enlarged  this  house,  in  1795,  by 
dividing  it  along  the  ridge-pole,  moving  onebalf  of  it 
fourteen  feet,  and  tiie  tower  and  steeple  seven  feet,  and 
uniting  tiie  two  parts  by  new  materials.  The  steeple  was 
on  the  west  end,  with  two  or  three  doois  to  wter  on  that 
side;  and  there  was  a  platform  on  the  south,  with  a 
door  and  aisle  which  led  to  the  puljiit,  located  on  the 
south  side.    There  was  also  a  porch  at  the  east,  with  an 


>  8«e  lUmtcttioQ  on  p.  117- 


240  GOOD  OLD  DOBCHBBTKR.  [ITU. 

aitile  which  went  to  the  west  entiaiice;  aud  there  were 
aeveial  other  Msles  leading  from  these. 

In  1761  the  Doroheater  proprietors  preaented  the  Chnich 
with  a  bell,  which  waa  caat  in  England  to  be  aent  to  the 
Kew  England  town.  It  is  probeUe  that  tliis  bell  has  had 
but  one  predecessor.  The  town  records  for  1668  contain 
;in  eiitry  Ht4iting  "  that  Nicholas  Bolton  did  agree  to  tend 
the  meeting-house,  to  keep  it  in  decent  order,  and  to  ring 
the  hell  for  the  year  ensuing."  In  1732,  at  a  town  ineet^ 
ing,  X3,10«.  was  vuted  toward  the  ringing  of  the  bell 
eveninga  at  nine  o'clock  the  year  enauing." 

The  new  bell  waa  hong  June  IB,  1762,  and  immediately 
entned  upon  a  long  career  of  naefulneaa.  It  called  the 
people  to  the  Sabbath  aervicea;  it  summoned  them  to 
town  meetings ;  it  gave  its  warning  note  in  time  of  fire ; 
it  tolled  the  knell  of  departed  souls ;  it  summoned  the 
citizens  to  the  defence  of  their  country  in  1775;  and  in 
1861  proclaimed  the  war  against  human  slavery.  In  all 
events,  civil  and  religious,  the  old  bell  has  played  its  part. 

After  a  long  aervice  of  over  one  hundred  yeaia,  the  bell 
showed  its  age  by  a  large  crack.  It  waa  carefully  taken 
down  therefore,  and  recast,  after  which  it  was  agun  hung 
in  the  First  Church  steeple,  where  it  ia  to-day. 

The  late  Deacon  Ebenezer  Clapp  p^ves  the  following 
reminiscence  of  one  ol  his  early  visits  to  thia  church.  He 
Bays: — 

"  On  entering  the  inner  door  of  the  mci-ting-liouse,  and  turn- 
ing directly  to  the  left,  I  went  about  twenty  feet,  then  turned 
to  the  right  and  went  a  few  feet  and  was  led  into  tbe  aeeond 
pew  on  the  left;  tbe  pewa  were  aqnare,  seats  ail  roond,  flag 
bottomed  chain  in  tbe  centre,  nmgs  to  tlic  pews,  where  the 
children  could  peep  out,  like  lambs  from  a  sheep  pen.  At 
pmvpr  time  T  wns  plneed  in  one.  of  those  n foresaid  flni;  bot- 
tomed chairs,  tliere  to  stand  through  that  8er\-ice,  (and  from 
which  I  had  a  good  view  out  of  a  south  and  an  esat  window) ; 
tar  all  atood  thnnigh  that  performance,  and  they  wers  deemed 
laay  Chriatiana  who  being  able-bodied  did  not  comply.'* 
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Tlie  Rev.  Moses  Everett,  who  was  ordained  Sept.  28, 
1774,  wm  a  native  of  Dedliuin.  His  pastorate  of  eighteen 
years  was  eminently  successful,  but  poor  health  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  resign.  As  has  been  aaid  of  him,  he 
was  **too  feehle  to  fulfil,  and  too  conscientiouB  to  neg- 
lect'* the  duties  which  devolTed  upon  him  as  pastor  of 
the  Church.  The  year  after  his  resignation  he  was  elected 
a  representatiiTe  in  the  Legislature,  and  in  1808  he  was 
appointed  a  special  justiee  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
In  these  positions  he  displayed  the  same  sterling  qualities 
which  he  had  shown  in  the  pulpit.  He  died  March  25, 
1813.    Edward  Everett  was  lus  nephew. 

With  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason  Haxiis 
the  h^tory  of  the  First  Chuich  becomes  modMn.  He 
was  bom  July  7, 1768,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1787.  He  was  called  to  the  pulpit  at  Dor- 
chester when  but  twenty-five  years  of  age,  being  ordained 
October  23,  1793;  and  he  remained  pastor  of  the  church 
for  forty-three  years.  During  tlii.s  period  his  strict  ad- 
herence to  duty,  his  sympathetic  nature,  his  eloquent 
sermons,  and  his  saintly  life,  endeared  him  to  all.  A 
prominent  divine  has  said  of  him  ^t  in  the  whole  line 
of  ministezs  no  one  stands  out  so  prominenUy  for  yaried 
scholanhip^  Uteraiy  industry,  and  multifarious  occupa- 
tion as  Dr.  Harris;  and  also,  **He  was  a  fountain  of 
tender  and  poetic  sensibility,  of  Iceen  wit  and  genial 
nature." 

In  1835  Dr.  Harris,  feeling  that  the  duties  of  his  position 
as  ]i  istor  were  too  severe  for  his  declining  years,  asked  his 
people  to  appoint  a  fellow-laborer;  and  as  a  result  the 
Bey.  Nathaniel  Hall,  Jr.,  was  appointed  his  assistant  Dr. 
Hanis,  however,  remained  with  the  Church  but  one  year 
after  this,  resigning  October  23,  1836.  He  was  closely 
allied  to  the  interests  of  the  parish,  in  spite  of  his  resigna- 
tion, until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  3,  1842,  in  tlie 
sevenly-fourth  year  of  his  age.   Dr.  Harris  was  an  early 
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member  of  fbe  MmoiielnMetta  Historical  Sooiety,  and  after 
his  retuement  from  the  ministry  he  became  its  librarian. 

He  was  especially  interested  in  the  history  of  Dorchester, 
and  in  1804  he  published  a  "  Tojwgraphical  and  (  lirono- 
logical  Account "  of  the  town  in  wliich  so  large  a  portion 
of  hiB  life  liad  been  spent.  If  he  luui  lived,  he  would  have 
published  a  more  complete  history  of  Dcnehester,  on  which 
he  was  working  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

There  are  many  anecdotes  related  which  illustrate  the 
excellent  characteristics  of  Dr.  Harris.  The  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Hall,  Jr.,  in  the  address  preached  at  Dr.  Harris's 
funeral,  says,  that  while  a  student  in  Harvard  College  he 
was  exceetlingly  straitened  for  supixirt,  and  was  one  day 
walking  into  Boston,  giving  way  to  many  moody  tliouglits 
concerning  his  hard  luck.  Suddenly  he  perceived  on  the 
end  of  his  waUdngHitiick  a  metallic  ring,  which  proved  on 
ezaminalion  to  he  of  gold.  He  took  it  to  a  jeweller,  who 
not  maHj  porohased  it  for  a  liberal  |aiee,  but  pointed  oat 
the  motto  upon  it:  **God  speed  thee,  friend."  The  young 
man  burst  into  tears.  Providence  seemed  to  1>e  rebuking 
him  for  his  despondency,  and  he  never  forgot  tlie  lesson." 
"  That  motto,"  he  used  to  say,  has  ever  been  the  support 
of  my  faith  wlien  it  was  feeble,  and  the  strengtli  of  my 
heart  when  it  was  faint." 

The  late  Rev.  A.  P.  Peabody,  D.D.,  relates  also  this 
anecdote  of  him:  **While  still  a  young  man  he  went 
abroad,  and  happened  at  one  time  to  be  in  the  company 
of  a  number  of  others  of  his  own  age.  It  wa^  mnarked 
how  many  nationalities  were  represented,  and  some  one 
proposed  that  each  one  sing  the  national  song  of  his 
country.  All  did  so  in  turn  until  it  came  to  Mr.  Harris, 
when,  not  knowing  wliat  was  our  national  song,  and  not 
willing  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  he  sang  his  favorite 
hymn,— 

*  Tbere  ii  a  land  of  pun  delight, 
Where  Minti  immortsl  reign.' 


i^iyiu^cd  by  Goo^ 


THA0DEU8  MASON  HARRIS. 


L>iyiu^cd  by  Goc  jle 
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It  was  rec«Ted  with  applause;  and  he  never  afterwaids 
doubted  that  that  was  the  national  song  of  America." 

The  violent  storm  off  S^tembei  23, 1815,  referred  to  in 
a  preceding  chapter,  m  injured  the  old  meeting-house  of 
the  First  Parish  that  it  was  considered  expedient  to  erect 
a  new  biuiiiing.  A  committee  w£us  chosen  for  this  purpose, 
consisting  of  Deacon  James  Humphreyti,  Deacon  Ebenezer 
Clapp,  Capt  Moses  Inglee,  Dr.  Heniy  Gkurdner,  Maj. 
Edward  Robinson,  Mr.  Daniel  Withington,  Capt.  Samuel 
H.  Everetti  Mr.  Benjamin  Jacobs,  Mx.  Samuel  d^ip, 
Thomas  Moseley,  Esq^  Samuel  P.  Loud,  Esq.,  Mr. 
William  Pope,  Capt  Nathaniel  Minot,  and  Mr.  Lewis 
Pierce- 
On  May  16, 1816,  the  corner-stone  wius  laid  witli  impres- 
Hive  ceremonies.  A  large  number  of  people  aaaembled; 
and  a  procession  was  formed  of  the  parish  committee,  the 
artificets,  and  the  operative  masons.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hanis 
began  the  servioee  with  prayer,  an  ode  composed  for  the 
occasion  was  sung,  and  the  stone  was  then  laid.  Aflier 
the  address  by  the  pastor,  Deacon  James  Humphreys 
delivered  the  tools  to  the  workmen  with  the  following 
charge ;~ 

Gentlemen:  lu  behalf  uf  the  parish  committee  I  congratu- 
late yon  on  this  occasion.  The  oomer-Btone  for  the  foundation 
of  Ihe  saered  edifice  hen  to  be  erected  is  now  laid,  and  I 
deliver  over  to  you  the  implements  of  tbe  artificers  by  which 
the  work  is  to  be  constructed.  Wc  intrust  you.  the  master 
workmen,  with  the  superintendence  ami  direction  of  tbe  build- 
ing. Let  it  he  prepared,  formed,  and  finishetl  in  a  masterly 
manner,  as  becomes  a  temple  for  tiie  worship  and  honor  of  God. 
And  let  me  chaige  yon,  and  the  laborers  that  yon  ehall  employ, 
not  only  to  be  diligent  and  faithful,  but  discreet;  and  to 
i"emeraber  that  yon  ai>'  n'>t  f)nly  working  for  us,  but  in  a  peculiar 
sense  for  GoU,  iu  building  a  bouse  for  Him.  Let  there  he, 
therefore,  no  unworthy  couteutiun  and  no  unsuitable  indulgence 
among  you;  bnt  all  the  conduct  of  aU  the  woifcoien  be  socb  that 
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€iod  may  approve  them,  and  the  work  in  which  they  are 
engaged;  and  may  He  bleoa  m,  and  we  MOiibe  to  Him  the 
^oiy.  Amen.** 

An  eapecially  mtexesting  feature  of  the  oooaaioii  vnm 

the  presence  of  Deacon  Edward  Pierce,  the  day  being  his 
eighl^^fixBt  birthday.  He  had  been  present  at  the  raising 
of  the  former  Trteetiiig-house,  and  had  been  employed  in 
repairing  and  enlaro-iiiir  it. 

The  building  was  hniiUy  completed,  arid  met  with  great 
general  approbation.  One  of  the  daily  papers  of  that 
time  referred  to  it  as  follows;  **Th6  edifice  is  finished  in 
a  masterly  manner,  and  is  an  honor  to  the  town.  The 
steeple,  in  particnlar,  is  considered  a  most  beautiful  speci- 
men of  architecture^  makes  a  graceful  appearance,  and, 
from  its  elevated  situation,  as  well  as  its  towering  height, 
is  seen  to  advantage  from  the  neighboring  towns,  and  is 
II  kind  of  pharos  to  the  harbor,  so  that  the  most  conspicu- 
ous object  which  meetb  the  eyes  of  the  sailors  as  they  enter 
the  port  is  one  which  recalls  to  them  the  services  of  reli- 
gion, and  mingles  the  thoughts  of  piety  with  tiie  gladness 
of  anivaL'* 

The  kst  meeting  in  the  old  chiiroh  was  on  Decendwr  1, 

1816.  The  morning  sermon  was  preached  from  Rev.  iii.  H  : 
"Remember  how  thou  hast  received  and  heard,  and 
hold  fast  and  repent ; "  and  that  of  the  afternoon  from 
Ex.  xxxiii.  15:  "If  thy  presence  go  not  with  me,  carry 
us  not  up  hence."  On  the  following  day  tlie  new  building 
was  dedicated,  the  occasion  being  the  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  old  meeting^use.  Hie  Rev.  John 
Oodman,  of  the  Second  Church,  delivered  the  introductory 
prayer;  while  the  others  who  took  part  in  the  services 
were  Rev.  Thomas  Gray,  of  the  Second  Church,  Roxbury ; 
Mr.  Nathaniel  ToplifT;  Rev.  EIi])halot  Porter,  D.D.,  of  the 
First  Cliuii  h,  Roxbur)';  and  Rev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D.,  of 
BrookUne.  The  Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason  Harris,  the  pastor, 
delivered  the  sermon. 
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Tbfi  miiuBtiy  of  tbe  Rev.  Naihftiiidl  Hall,  Jr^  who  was 
ordained  July  16,  1885,  lasted  for  forty  yean,  and  was 
xemarkable  for  the  wonderful  hold  which  the  pastor  had 
upon  his  people.  Of  no  miniBter  could  it  he  more  truly 
said  that  he — 


Ifony  of  those  living  to-day  who  listened  to  his  sennons 
can  testify  to  the  inflnenoe  he  had  on  all  with  whom  he 
oame  in  oontact.  It  has  been  said  of  him  that  **ferveiit 
piety  must  be  regarded  ivs  the  forming  element  of  his  char- 
acter, the  inspiration  of  his  life-work,  the  prime  faotox  of 
his  usefulness."    Mr.  Hall  died  October  21,  1875. 

The  Kev.  Samuel  J.  Barrows,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Hall, 
was  ordained  in  187G,  and  preached  for  five  years.  In 
1831  he  rebigued  to  accept  the  pobitiou  of  editor  of  the 
»Chmtian  Register,"  where  his  field  of  osefohiess  has 
heen  largely  extended.  Hr.  Barrows  has  won  a  well- 
eamed  rspntati<m  by  his  literary  work.  Wb  ommeidicn 
with  the  First  Church  was  by  no  means  severed  when  be 
resigned  his  pastorate,  for  as  a  layman  he  rendered  invalu" 
able  services  to  the  people  and  to  his  inimefliate  nnccessor. 
The  Rev.  Christopher  R.  Eliot  was  ordained  February  2, 
1882,  and  resigned  April  6,  1893.  Mr.  £liot'8  successor 
has  not  yet  been  cho6eu. 

Hie  religions  unity  in  Dorehester  has  been  lenuukable. 
From  1686  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty^eevNi  yean,  the  First  Parish  has  had  hut  deven 
miniaten,  — an  average  pastorate  of  twenty-four  years. 
A  summary  of  the  ministers  of  the  First  Parish  from  the 
first  settlement  until  the  present  time  is  as  follows  ;  — 


Rf'T  Rirhr^rd  Mnth*  r,  ordained  August  23,  IGSG,  died  April  22,  16GS. 
Rev.  Juaatb&n  Burr,  ordained  Februaiy,  1640,  died  Attg:a8t  9,  1641. 
Bar.  Jobn  Wiliott,  Jr.  ofdaiiied  — 1649,  ndguA  —  IGU. 


<*  AUured  to  brig^  iraridi,  sad  led  dm  way.' 


» 


Ear.  John  Warlitai 

Rov.  John  Maverick 
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Ber.  Jolah  FKnt*  ocdtiaed  Dvemdwr  17,  Kf  1,  ikd  S«pl«ai1nr  1^  M80. 

Ber.  John  Danforth,  ordained  June  8, 1682,  died  Maj  26,  1780. 

BiBT.  Jonathan  Bowmaiip  ordAiaed  Norteniber  5»       reaigaed  DeoMilMr 

14,  1773. 

Sev.  MoiM  Bfwett,  ordaiiied  Sflptanber  S8,  1774,  ndgmd  Jaiinarjr 

14,  1798. 

Bmr.  Thaddcua  Ma«on  Uania,  ordained  October  28,  1798,  rea|g;iMd 
October  2S,  1836. 

Ber.  Nalliaiiiflt  Htfl,  Jr.,  eidained  Jnlj  16, 1886,  died  October  n,  1875. 
Bev.  Samuel  J.  Banoivi,  ovdained  NovemlMr  9, 1878,  nelgMd  Deceit 

ber  31,  1«81. 

Bev.  Christopher  &.  Eliot,  ordained  February  2,  1882,  resigned  April  6, 
1888. 

Cuziooaly  enougli,  the  same  long  term  ol  eerrioe  wliidi 
cluuncterized  the  pastors  of  the  FiiBt  Church  is  found  also 

in  legaid  to  its  elders  and  deacons.  Henry  Withington, 
who  was  appointed  a  ruling  elder  when  the  church  was 
reorganized  in  1636,  served  for  thirty  years ;  Deacon 
Edward  Clap,  one  of  the  early  officers  of  the  church,  died 
after  twenty-six  years  of  service;  Abijah  White  fervid 
forty-eight  years;  Samuel  Topliff,  forty-five;  Edward 
Pierce,  forty-one ;  James  Humj^reyB,  fbrty<«ix ;  Ehenezer 
Clapp,  twenty-five  yean ;  and  Henry  Humphieya*  one  of 
the  present  deacons,  has  served  sixty-one  years.  The  dear 
cons  served  two  or  three  together,  some  of  them  also  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  ruling  elder  until  tluit  office  was  finally 
abolished.  The  Clapp  family  h;w  Ix-en  rppresented  in  the 
deaconship  since  1088,  and  the  Iluuiphreys  .since  1666. 

On  Easter  Sunday,  March  28,  1880,  a  celebration  was 
held  to  commemorate  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  atmi- 
veisary  of  the  gathering  of  the  Church  in  England,  and  its 
departote  for  America.  The  weather  was  nnpropitious, 
a  snowwitonn,  mingled  with  rain,  marring  hut  not  inter- 
rupting tlie  exercises.  In  spite  of  the  storm,  however, 
the  attendance  at  the  exercises  was  large ;  the  repfular 
attendants  of  the  Fir^^l  Church  being  joined  bv  many  from 
the  other  churches  of  Dorchester,  uiid  from  Koxhury, 
Cambridge,  Milton,  Newton,  and  otlier  adjacent  towns. 
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The  exercises  included  an  aimiversary  sennnn  by  the 
p.Lstin,  tlie  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Rarrows,  on  "The  Genesis  and 
Exodus  of  the  First  Chuich  of  Dorchester."  The  speak- 
ers of  the  occasion  were  the  Rev.  Edmund  Quiucj  Sewall 
Osgood,  the  Rev.  Arthur  M.  Kmpm  tJie  Rot.  John  G. 
Biooks,  E.  B.  Reynolds,  Esq^  the  Rev.  E.  N.  Packard, 
and  the  Rev.  John  H.  Morison,  D.  D. 

We  have  seen  that  until  1806  all  Dorchester  worsliipped 
in  the  same  church,  as  the  engagements  with  the  Indians, 
emigration,  and  other  causes,  had  so  kept  the  number  of 
inhabitautti  down,  that  one  meeting-house  had  proved  suffi- 
cient. In  1805,  however,  as  recorded  in  a  preceding 
chapter,  it  was  seen  that  the  congregation  had  oul^grown  its 
accommodations ;  so  it  was  proposed  to  divide  the  parish, 
and  orect  another  building.  The  communications  between 
the  two  parties  on  this  subject  show  that  the  most  con- 
genial relations  existed  at  that  time  l)et\veen  the  mother 
Church  and  her  offspring.   The  letters  are  as  follows :  — 

To  the  MmAtn  ^  Ae  Chwdi  qf  drttt  in  JDonkMart 

Your  brethren,  about  to  form  a  Second  Chorch  in  this  town, 

take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  few  obserN'ations  to  the  request  they 
have  laid  lipfore  you  for  a  dissnliitiou  of  their  relation  AS  joint 
membera  iu  Church  fellowship  with  you. 

In  "'•Jring  tins  application,  we  experience  a  variety  of  a8ect> 
ing  sentiments.  We  reeolleet  that  at  om-  admission  into  tiie 
Choich  we  promised  to  watch  over  each  other  with  a  spirit  of 
love  and  tenderness,  nnd  to  counsel  and  assist  each  other  as 
occasion  might  require,  and  opportunity  be  offered. 

These  Chi'istiau  regaixls  ou  our  part  we  wish  always  to  cher- 
ish, and  we  hope  from  jou  a  rec^xocat  letnm  of  aHeotion  and 

In  a  view  of  onr  oovenart  vows  and  engagements  to  God 
and  each  other,  we  now  pmftss  tliat  our  ftrmn<»ements  hitherto 
have  been  guided  with  reference  to  the  better  acc<^)inniodatiou  of 
ourselves  and  others,  in  this  large  and  growing  town,  iu  the 
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Ben  ice  of  public  worship,  auU  the  more  couveuieot  attendance 
upon  the  ordiiuuioeB. 
We  li»ve,  ia  evety  stage  of  tfais  importMit  bneliieH,  expieMed 

our  reluctance  in  complete  separation.  That  it  Is  now  to  take 
place  is  a  painful  consideration ;  but  we  yield  to  it  upon  pritj- 
ciples  of  accordance,  and  with  sincere  desiree  tliat  we  may  be 
one  in  brotherly  love  and  charity,  though  separated  in  place  of 
publte  wonfaip,  in  fhe  oelebmtloii  of  the  ordinances,  and  in 
CSnuch  establifllinient  and  discipline ;  and  we  entreat  yon  not  to 
consider  division  as  imi^jlng  alienation,  for  tliat  we  would 
never  feel. 

The  large  and  respectable  committee  chosen  by  tiie  Church, 
whose  report  yon  have  accepted,  have  stated  the  principles  on 
which  we  now  f  oond  onr  rsqnest  that  onr  idntion  may  be  dis- 
solved, and  that  we  may  be  formed  into  a  Second  Clmn^  In 
the  town  of  Dorchester.  In  carrying  your  vote  of  acceptance 
into  effect,  we  assure  ourselves  of  your  readiness  to  yipld  us 
cheerfully  the  privil^es  and  advantages  there  granted;  and 
we  now  uudce  the  additional  request  ttiat  you  would  entertain 
toward  us  tlie  pleasant  interoowse  which  belongs  to  tlie  oonunn- 
nionof  dmrches. 

Biethren,  the  period  of  our  separation  has  arrived.  It  is 
solemn  and  affecting.  Ikar  ns  on  your  <l«^vout  petitions  to 
God,  that  he  would  eudow  us  with  wi^om  profitable  to  direct 
us,  that  he  would  build  us  up,  and  succeed  and  prosper  our 
designs  for  tlie  f nrttMianoe  ot  gospel  order. 

We  are  engaged  in  a  great  and  arduous  ondertaldng*  We 
must  now  look  forward  to  the  eettlemeiit  of  a  pastor,  for  we  are 
as  sheep  removed  from  the  fold.  Intn  :Tt,  we  beseech  you,  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  that  he  would  send  us  a  spiritual 
guide,  who  shall  lead  us  in  the  way  everlasting. 

God  forbid  that  we  should  sin  against  the  Lord  in  oeaeing  to 
pmy  for  you  and  your  spiritual  instraetor,  whom  we  bear  on 
oar  hearts  with  the  liighest  esteem,  and  separate  from  with  the 
deep^t  re<?ret. 

Finally,  brethren,  farewell.  Grant  us  now  and  always  your 
goodwill,  your  Christian  oommonion,  and  your  prayers;  for 
these  are  rsqneeted  by  those  who  always  felt  happy  in  Christian 
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fellowflitp  with  you,  thooprh  now  aubsrribefs  for  the  purpoep  of 
fornun!^  a  Second  Chinch,  and  who  will  sfill  unite  with  you  in 
fervent  pruyer  that  we  amy  all  have  our  ii  uu egressions  forgiven, 
and  be  iMWved  and  flMietlfled  by  redeemiug  grace ;  udtlntwe 
miiy  be  pwerrod  from  tin  end  ereij  evil  while  m  lire  In  thie 
world,  and  be  prepared  for  that  more  important  etnte  of  exbrt- 
ence  to  which  we  are  all  hastening. 

STKt'UEN  BaDI.AM,  ) 

Samckl  Withinuton,  >  Committee. 
Josira  Clap,  ) 

DOBOaSBTBBt  Doo.  1S|  1807. 

la  reply,  the  following  affeclaoii&te  letter  was  xeceived: 

Arifibwi  mid  SUUn^ — In  yielding  to  yomr  feqneat  for  a  die- 
aolntion  of  your  immediate  rdatlon  to  oe,  we  leelpnieate  the 

tender  and  affecting  sentiments  with  which  that  a])p1ication  was 
nccompanied,  and  assure  yon  of  onr  goo<!-will  ati  l  conlial 
ftffectiont  which  many  considerationii  have  served  to  Btreiigthen. 
As  inhabitants  of  the  same  town,  as  neighbors,  friends,  and 
rdativee;  ae  thoae  who  have  gone  with  ue  to  the  houee  of  God 
in  eompany ;  aa  joint  worshippeie  and  attradante  upon  reUgioaB 
services;  as  bound  by  the  same  covenant  engagements,  and 
partalcers  together  at  the  same  table  of  the  Loi-d,  —  we  have 
ties  peculiarly  strong  and  affectionate,  and  we  would  be  far  from 
oonsidering  that  the  ikiad  vegerde  which  these  have  produced  are 
alienated  <»  even  dindniehed  by  the  eeparation  whieh  now  takea 
place.  Althoo^  eixeomstances  have  made  it  expedient  that  you 
should  form  a  new  Church,  and  yonr  membership  with  ua  should 
be  dissolved,  yet  we  caiuiot  be  indifferent  to  your  welfare.  We 
pray  that  you  may  eujoy  the  divine  guidance,  may  be  formed 
into  Chnroh  eatate  in  gospel  older  and  agreeably  to  the  eocleei- 
aetical  platfonn,  and  that  yon  nay  soon  be  eettled  under  a 
pastor  in  whoae  care  and  instmction  your  spuitual  improvement 
may  be  promoted  and  yonr  prosperity  ndvniicod. 

It  will  be  ploasint:  to  us  that,  whenever  you  have  uicliuation 
and  opportunity,  you  should  come  to  our  couiniuuiua  table,  and 
that  where  we  pledged  oar  vows  of  CSirlstian  feUowsblp  we  may 
oeoaeionally  meet  thoee  with  whom  we  ftnt  partook  the  eacred 
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Finally,  brethren  aiui  sisters,  accept  the  benediction  we  pro- 
Douuce,  with  piuua  tipplicatiuu  to  lieaveo  in  your  behalf ;  and 
may  the  God  of  grace,  who  hath  called  ob  to  hto  etemel  kiiig> 
d»m  and  ^Ibxry  by  Jesoi  Christ,  aesiet,  ataUkdi,  and  eeUile  yon; 
and,  in  whatever  respects  we  be  separate  on  earth,  may  you  and 
we  be  joint  rrietnbers  of  the  Chmeh  of  the  fint-bom,  whooe 
names  are  written  in  heaven. 

TUADDEUS  M.  HaKHI^, 

Mosw  Stxbbit, 

EdWAXD  FkBBCE, 

Jambs  Huxphbits, 

Ebenrzer  Walks, 

KZEKiEt,  ToLMAN, 

When  it  was  finally  decided  to  make  the  separation, 
stepe  were  taken  at  once  to  make  a  ^ucces^ful  beginning 
in  the  formation  of  the  parish,  and  the  erection  of  a 
dmreh.  One  hundred  aiiid  thirteen  shares  were  sab- 
aoribed,  and  nearly  an  acre  of  land  was  piudiased.  at  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Centre  streets.  The  work  was 
practically  begun  on  August  7,  1805,  and  the  building 
was  dedicated  October  30,  1806.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  bell  of  t)i<^  new  stnictnre  -^vas  cast  bv  Paul  Revere. 
The  dedication  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Thaddeus 
Ma8on  Harris,  the  pastor  of  the  Fimt  Church,  as  the  origi- 
nal one  was  now  called.  His  text  on  this  occasion  was 
from  Aets  U.  42:  *«And  tbey  continned  steadfastly  in 
tihe  i^Kisties*  doctrine  and  fellowship  and  in  breaking  of 
bread,  and  in  prayers.** 

On  September  9,  1808,  the  Church  met  to  elect  a  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Harris  acting^  as  moderator  and  clerk.  Tlie 
vote  was  taken  by  written  hillot,  and,  strangely  enough, 
it  wiis  found  that  every  vote  wius  cast  for  Mr.  Jolm  ('(xhnan. 
Eleven  days  later  the  selection  of  the  Church  was  rati  lied 
by  the  parish,  and  Mr.  Codman  was  ordained  on  the 
seventh  day  of  the  following  December.  The  Bev. 
William  £.  Channing  was  the  officiating  minister  on 
this  occasion. 
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"The  name  oi  John  Codman,"  says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joshua 
Bates,  "  belongs  to  the  ecclesia-stical  history  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  will,  unque^jtiouably,  occupy  a  prumiueut  place 
in  that  history  when,  at  ootne  futun  period,  it  iball  be 
mitten  Imjr  a  f aithfal  band,  and  be  made  to  emlnaoe  in  its 
lecotde  idl  the  leading  eyents  and  dietingiuafaed  men  con- 
nected vnik  the  organization  of  drazches  in  this  land  and 
their  progress  to  this  time.** 

Mr.  Codman  is  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  history  of 
Dorchester.  He  was  Ix^rn  in  Boston  August  3,  1782,  of  a 
family  whose  memlx're  were  ;ilway.s  remarkable  in  New 
England  for  their  integrity,  and  who  enjoyed  a  large  and 
laludde  influence,  bodi  in  social  and  civil  lelatioiiB.  Ub 
was  giaduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1802,  at  the  early 
age  ^  twenty.  As  a  scholar,  be  was  not  especially  oon- 
splcuous ;  yet,  when  tiie  literary  honors  were  bestowed 
Mr.  Oodman's  name  was  included,  showing  that  he  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  the  governors  and  instructors  of 
the  college.  Immediately  upon  graduation  Mr.  Codman 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law  ;  l)iit  at  the  djang  request 
of  lus  father,  he  changed  hiij  profession,  and  htted  himself 
for  the  ministry. 

In  1806  Mr.  Codman  went  to  Edinbuigfa  to  pursue  bis 
theological  stadias,  and  on  bis  retom,  three  years  later, 
he  showed  himself  to  be  an  interesting  and  impro^ve 
preacher.  On  the  twentieth  of  Se[)temher,  1808,  he  re- 
ceived a  unanimous  call  to  be  pastor  of  the  newly  settled 
Second  Parish.  Before  he  acce|)t«'il  the  c:all,  liowever,  he 
set  ids  religious  sentiments  clearly  before  tlie  people,  and 
asked  them  to  reconsider  their  choice.  He  did  tliis  as  it 
was  nndeistood  that  the  paridi  was  made  up  of  penons 
of  different  religious  ideas,  and  be  wished  to  guard  against 
future  trouble.  When  the  call  was  repeated  Mr.  Codman 
hesitated  no  longer.  Ho  entered  upon  bis  parish  work 
with  cbaiaoteristio  zeal,  and  for  a  short  time  all  went 
well. 
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We  can  better  understand  the  turn  affairs  took  if  we 
take  into  account  the  fact  tliat  it  wa^  at  this  time  that  tiie 
lilies  were  beginmng  to  be  dmwn  diatiiiotly  between  tbe 
xigid  and  Uie  libenl  portions  of  the  dnucbes.  Unitarian- 
ism  existed  as  a  faith,  but  not  aa  a  denomination.  All 
liberal  ministers  and  chniebea  veie  yet  of  liie  Congvegar 
tional  botly;  and  differences,  however  great,  were  only 
per«fMml.  not  (lenominatioiial.  Dr.  Harris  and  the  First 
Parisii  bel'  iiiLred  in  tli-'  lil>eral  order,  and  the  new  or  Seeoiul 
Church  was  composed  o£  those  who  were  in  sympaiby  with 
him  and  his  views.  As  the  Second  Church  was  organized 
as  a  natnial  ofEBpring  of  tiie  Fixst  Chiuch,  and  as  Dr. 
Hants  preached  the  somon  ci  dedication  and  Dr.  Clian- 
ning  the  aennon  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Codman,  it  was  a 
natural  supposition  that  it  would  be  a  liberal,  or  Unita- 
rian, body.  The  new  minister,  however,  possessed  strong 
Orthodox  views.  In  those  days  cxclianj^es  wen*  very 
common;  and  itw^as  tbe  custom  of  nifTnh*  rs  of  Uie  Boston 
Association,  to  which  the  Congregauoual  ministers  of 
Boston  belonged,  to  exchange  witii  all  the  other  members 
of  the  association  in  torn.  This  had  been  Dr.  Harris's 
custom  at  the  First  Church,  and  the  congregation  expected 
die  same  to  be  done  at  the  Second;  but  Mr.  Codman  de- 
parted from  this  precedent,  and  exchanged  only  with  those 
of  pronounced  Orthodox  views.  This  called  forth  inquiry 
and  then  remonstrances  from  a  certain  pr(>i>nrtion  of  the 
congregation  ;  and  a  long  and  bitter  controvei-sy  followed. 

On  the  tenth  of  November,  1809,  Messrs.  Edmund 
Baker,  Benjamin  Fuller,  Thomas  Crehore,  and  thirtysevm 
others  sent  a  paper  to  Mr.  Codman  expressing  their  regret 
that  his  exchanges  did  not  include  some  of  the  ministers 
who  composed  tbe  Boston  Association.  This  paper,  while 
drawn  up  in  a  polite  and  eonrtcons  manner,  called  forth  a 
reynlyfvom  Mr.  Codman  which  at  otifM  n]>«'iit'd  the  war.  In 
August,  1810,  thirty-eight  pews  in  the  meeting-house  were 
offered  for  sale  in  the    Columbian  Ceutinel,'*  and  on  the 
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first  day  of  the  folloT^^nng  December  sixty-nine  more  were 
advertised  in  the    Centinel  and  Chronicle."    This  paper,  ' 
moreover,  coutaiiied  an  article  which  was  turued  directly 
against  Mr.  Codman,  and  created  no  little  excitement. 

LettexB  wete  written  to  the  eight  clergynum  with  whom 
Mr.  Codmaa  had  been  In  die  habit  of  exchanging,  requeet> 
ing  than  not  to  preach  in  hia  pulpit  again;  and  farther 
steps  were  taken  to  require  a  resignation  from  the  pastor. 
A  council  wa.s  called,  without  opposition  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Cod  man,  composed  of  ministers  and  delegates  from 
twelve  chui-ches,  before  which  the  charges  against  the 
pastor  were  brought  up.  After  the  question  wa^  thor- 
oughly discussed  by  both  parties,  what  is  known  in  the 
Chmch  hiatozy  as  **the  first  council"  came  to  an  end  with 
Hie  following  advice :  — 

^^TldlB  couicil,  at  the  conduion  of  oar  residti  feel  it  to  be 
oar  datj  to  declare  that  we  have,  as  we  tmafe,  attended  with 

patience  and  imparthtlity  to  the  statements,  evidence,  and  pleas 
which  havp  been  j)re-jer\terl  to  ns  by  the  parties  in  thia  contro- 
versy, and,  though  unable  to  decide  on  the  last  question  which 
came  before  us  (that  the  Chm-ch  had  just  cause  for  eumpluiut 
againat  Ur.  Codman),  yet  we  deeply  sympatiiixe  with  the  pastor, 
CSnnch,  and  congregation,  ander  tluir  {maent  onfaappj  diviaione ; 
and  aaitedlj  recommend  to  tiiem  *  the  thbgs  which  make  for 
peaoCf  and  things  wherewith  one  may  edify  another.' " 

It  was  hoped  that  the  controTersj  would  end  here,  hat 

such  was  unhapi>nv  not  the  case.  A  second  council  was 
called  May  12,  1H12,  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  T/athi'op  actinpf  as  mod- 
erator. After  a  session  of  two  days  the  members  were 
eqiuiily  divided  upon  the  question  tliat  "  in  the  opinion  of 
this  council,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  expedient 
fJiat  the  ministerial  and  paatoral  relations  between  tiie 
Rev.  Mr.  Codnuui  and  the  Second  Parish  in  Dorehester  be 
diseolTsd.**  It  then  fell  vpan.  Dr.  Lathrop  to  decide  tiie 
question ;  and  he  voted  in  the  negatiye»  adding  a  lecom* 
mendatioa  to  Mr.  Codman  to  **open  a  more  free  and 
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libeml  ijitercourae  with  his  ministerial  brethren."  Mr. 
CoiLiiuiu  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  council,  and 
declared  his  determination  to  follow  the  advice  of  Dr. 
Lathiop  as  far  u  he  oraudentiouBly  oould. 

Those  who  had  worked  so  hard  to  secure  Mr.  Godman'a 
i^wmiwftl  were  by  no  means  aataafied  with  the  results  of 
the  councils ;  and  two  months  later  the  trouble  broke  out 
again.  A  letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Codnian  by  the 
parish  committee  requiring  a  categorical  answer  to  the 
question  whether  or  not  he  intended  to  exchange  indis- 
criminately  with  twelve  miuiiitei-s  of  the  Boston  Associa- 
tion whom  they  named,  and  with  whom  he  had  never 
exchanged*  To  this  denrand  Ifr.  Godman  replied  **  tiiat  he 
should  endeavor  to  comply  with  the  true  spirit  and  mean- 
ing of  the  r^ult  of  the  last  council;  that  the  right  of 
xegolating  Ms  exchanges  was  admitted  to  be  in  him ;  that 
the  council  could  not  have  inteiukd  by  admitting  the 
advice  of  the  moelerator  as  a  part  ot  their  result  that  he 
should  bind  himself  by  any  pledge  as  to  exchanging  with 
individuals ;  tliat  he  should  endeavor  to  preach  at  home 
as  much  as  possible ;  and  that  when  he  did  exchange  he 
should  consult  the  feelings  and  wishes  d  his  people  in 
general." 

Canying  out  his  promise,  Mr.  Codnian  during  the  next 
few  weeks  exchanged  with  two  nf  the  twelve  roinisters 
named  by  the  parish  committee ;  but  tliis  failed  to  satisfy 
tlu^  opposition,  whose  j)ei"sistence  would  sceni  to  confinn 
tlic  sUiii']iit"iiL  that  the  matter  of  exchanges  w;is  not  the 
real  basis  of  the  trouble.  A  second  letter  was  addrensed 
to  Mr.  Codman,  repeating  the  demand  for  indiscriminate 
exchanges,  and  complaining  of  the  infeeqnency.  '*Are 
one  or  two  stan,*'  they  asked,  "though  of  the  first  mag^ 
nitude,  to  content  us  for  the  light  which  might  be  derived 
from  aU  the  planets  of  our  s}'stera,  revolving  in  order?" 
The  crisis  came  on  Noveml)er  24,  1812,  when  by  a  slight 
majority  Mr.  Codman  was  declared  dismissed.   The  mi- 
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nority  was  so  strong,  however,  that  they  refused  to  yield; 
and  on  the  following  Sunday  tlie  congregation  was  pro- 
sided  over  by  two  clergymen. 

The  f oUowing  esoeUent  aiceount  of  the  xemarkablB  pei^ 
fonnances  of  tliis  Sunday  is  quoted  in  full  fiom  m  article 
pubUehed  at  that  time : — 

"When  he  (Mr.  Cotlman)  entered,  be  found  eight  sturdy 
men  ported  ou  tlie  pulpit  sUiiitt,  four  ou  each  side  of  tiic  pulpit, 
in  Boeh  a  manner  aa  to  obetmct  the  passage  entirely.  ILr* 
Godmao  waa  determined  to  do  all  in  hie  power  to  maintain  his 
righta  He  advanced,  therefore,  on  Iiib  way  to  the  pulpit,  till 
he  crowded  hard  against  the  bodies  of  the  ri -  tei-H,  and,  in  find- 
ing in  them  no  disposition  to  yield,  he  turned  into  th*  scut; 
under  the  pulpit,  und  soon  after  began  public  worship,  in  liie 
meantfane*  be  bed  enweestv  demanded  admiseion  into  the 
pulpit;  and  one  of  liie  friends,  senior  deaoon  of  the  Chnreh, 
and  a  magistrate  of  the  county,  made  a  suitable  declaration, 
and  ordered  tlio  riotei-s  to  desist  fi-oni  theu*  unlawful  purposes. 
All  this  bad  no  effect,  and  the  agitation  of  the  assembly  was 
now  cousiderable.  When  Mr.  Codmun  begun  public  worship, 
all  became  qniet,  and  the  ezerdses  were  unusaally  solemn  and 
affeetfaig.  In  the  midat  of  the  llrst  prayer,  the  redoubtable 
preacher  for  the  parish  committee  (Mr.  Warren  Pierce)  made 
his  appearance,  and  his  guar-l  r>f  honor  opened  and  gave  him 
entrance  into  the  pulpit  There  he  stayed  during  the  remainder 
of  the  services,  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  he  made  no  far« 
ther  diatnrbanoe  till  Mr.  Codman  had  pronounced  the  bleeefaig; 
unless  it  be  that  he  discovered  sundry  symptoms  of  uueaamesB, 
and  appeared  anxious,  as  the  audience  absunlly  Imagined,  tO 
find  some  gap  or  break  into  which  he  might  thrust  tlie  com- 
meucenieut  of  his  services.  But  no  such  gap  or  break  was  he 
able  to  find,  and  he  made  no  noise  or  other  distuibancc. 

When  Mr.  Codman  bad  dismissed  the  assembly,  be  stepped 
forward  into  the  middle  of  the  house,  addressed  the  said 
preacher  by  name,  expressed  suqirise  ut  such  an  intrusion,  and 
forbade  his  preacliinir  in  tliat  i>lacc.  The  magisti'nte  to  whom 
we  have  alluded  cuntlrnied  the  statement  of  Mr.  Codman,  and 
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declared  such  an  iutrusion  to  be  a  violation  of  all  law,  order, 
•od  propriety.  Sevenl  otfaen  uiged  fbe  mum  tblng. 

**Tlie  preadwr  leplied,  in  tntotaiMW,  fbat  be  did  not  wiah  to 

do  uiythiDg  contrary  to  the  peace  of  the  pariali,  but  he  roust 
proceed.  The  magistrate  then  made  proclamation  that  all  the 
friends  of  law,  order,  aud  deoeucy,  would  be  expected  to  retire. 
Tliey  retired  accordingly,  and  the  preacher  waa  left  to  addreaa 
a  comparatively  empty  hoaae.  ^  went  tiuoogh  with  Ma  ezer- 
claee,  had  a  very  abort  mtermisaioD,  and  was  neariy  through  hia 
aeoood  sermon,  when  Mr.  Cod  man  and  his  friends  assembled 
for  worsliip  in  the  afternoon.  It  seems  that  the  redoubtable 
preacher  waa  quite  a  legal  cliaracter;  he  could  tell  at  first  Hush 
how  the  Supreme  Court  would  decide  Mr.  Codmau's  controversy, 
and,  being  such  a  legal  chaiMter»  he  well  Icnew  that  poaaeaaioa 
waa  a  great  point  in  the  law*  He  theiefoce  wiaely  detnnnined 
to  Iceep  possession  of  the  pulpit  during  his  short  intermission. 
The  refreshment  which  was  nffrM-dod  him,  he  took  without  leav- 
ing the  house.  After  tlie  couipleLion  of  his  servieeH  be  uud  liis 
hearers  retired,  and  Mr.  Codman  ascended  the  pulpit,  and 
pteached  as  usual.  The  preacher  of  the  parish  committee  had 
forty-eight  hearen  on  tlie  lower  floor  €t  the  lioaaet  at  Ida  after- 
noon service ;  Mr.  Codman  had  two  hundred  and  twenty.  Tlie 
proportion  in  the  gallery  was  probably  not  very  -Hfferont.  Mr. 
Codman  preached  in  the  forenoon  from  these  word>< :  '  Casting 
aU  your  care  upon  him ;  for  he  careth  for  you ; '  and  in  the 
afternoon  from:  *  Father,  forgive  them ;  for  tiieyiaiow  not  what 
they  do.'  Thon^  hia  sermons  Iiad  no  allnaion,  not  tlie  aligbtest, 
to  the  pariah  trouble,  tlwy  were  thought  to  apply  admirably." 

Theae  methods  used  by  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Codman 
proved  too  violent,  and  many  of  tlie  opposition  party  went 

over  to  their  pastor's  aide.  The  malcontents  soon  agreed 
to  sell  their  pews,  and  to  retire  from  the  parish.  This  left 
Mr.  Codman  {>erfectly  free  on  the  subject  of  exohangea, 
as  the  parish  now  voted  that,  — 

**  As  it  is  the  important  privilege  of  the  Christian  minister  to 
regulate  his  exchaiigL-s  with  his  l>retlireu  acconliug  to  the  unbi- 
assed dictates  of  his  own  mind  and  conscience,  we  thiuk  it 
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expedient  that  the  pamb  should  agree  tbat  Mr.  Codnmn  should 
not  be  contiucU  in  bis  ezclianges,  the  advice  of  any  council  or 
memlwr  Hiweof  noiwltlulandingf  m  the  advloe  thftt  wm  gben 
wu  npon  the  «zpectAtlon  that  the  dtaaffected  were  to  coDtinne 

active  members  of  the  parish,  which  is  not  now  the  case,  and 
that  tho  exercises  of  this  privilege  shall  not  again  l>c  iiKuk-  tlio 
Biibieet  of  complaiut  before  an  eoclesiaslical  council  in  this 

piiritih." 

Mr.  Codman  and  his  friends  purchased  the  pews  of  all 
who  wiithed  to  sell  litem,  on  the  condition  that  the  owners 
would  agree  to  withdraw  the  pariah,  promising  not  to 
interfere  with  its  proceediiigB  thei^eaftw.  Thus  the  contro- 
venj  came  to  an  end.  The  aecedeiSf  in  1818,  buUt  a  new 
meeting4iou8e,  and  beoame  a  distinct  Unitarian  parish, 
under  the  name  of  the  Third  Religious  Sooiety."  The 
snhfiequent  years  of  the  Second  Parish  were  marked  by 
remarkable  liarniony  and  i)rosperity.  In  1827  fifty-four, 
in  1840  thirty-three,  and  in  1842  thirty-five  were  added  to 
the  Church  upon  profession  of  faith.  lu  1829  twenty-one 
members  were  dismissed,  and  formed,  into  a  new  church  in 
the  south  part  ot  the  town,  which  took  the  name  of  the 
Village  Church. 

On  the  23d  of  Dec  emlier,  1847,  Dr.  Codmaa  died,  after 
an  iUness  of  a  few  weeks,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his 
age  and  the  fortieth  of  his  ministry.  Of  those  who  were 
connected  wit!)  the  Church  at  his  ordination  only  eleven 
remain^']  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  of 
Bramlrte,  a  life-long  friend  of  Mr.  Codman,  preached  the 
funeral  sermon,  in  which  he  gives  the  following  delinea- 
tion of  his  oharaoter.  After  speaking  of  the  wisdom  and 
heroism  manifested  during  the  eodesiaslaeal  controyeiBy 
at  the  outset  of  his  ministry,  he  says :  — 

TbroQgh  the  whole  of  bis  remaining  days  bis  course  exhi- 
bited a  bright  pattern  of  pastoral  fidelity  in  the  services  of  the 
pulpit,  the  lecture  room,  the  prayer  meeting,  at  the  bedside  of 
the  sick  and  dying.  In  the  cottage  of  the  poor,  and  the  man- 
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happy  manner*  Dr.  Godman  was,  however,  completely 
OTWeome  when  one  after  anotiier,  and  finally  all  with 
united  Toioea,  deelared  that  they  had  come  to  entreat  their 
dear  and  hdoved  iniatov  not  to  leaye  them,  the  lambs  ol 
the  flock,  and  their  a£Bicted  paienta  as  aheep  witiiout  a 
shepherd. 

"  Though  I  at  once  supposed,"  said  Dr.  Oodinaii,  aa  lie 
related  this  incident  on  one  occasion,  "  that  they  had  been 
sent  by  their  parents,  I  could  not  help  referring  the  whole 
to  tlie  providence  of  God.  Nothing  could  have  operated 
more  powerfolly  to  cheer  my  drooping  ispirits  and  animate 
my  hofwa  of  fiiud  sneeeaa  than  this  simple  incident*' 

The  Second  Parish  also  enjoyed  long  pastorates.  Before 
his  last  illness  Dr.  Codman  had  secured  the  assistance  of 
the  Rev.  James  H.  Means,  wlio  entered  upon  liis  duties  on 
the  last  Sabbath  in  which  Dr.  Codman  {^reat  lied,  and  was 
ordained  and  installed  jis  tlie  second  ptustor  of  the  Church 
July  13,  1848.  lli-s  ^AUitorate  continued  for  over  thirty 
years  of  uninterrapted  prosperity ;  so  tliat  the  Church  has 
the  remarkable  record  of  having  had  but  two  pastors  in 
seventy  yean.  In  1864,  ezhansted  with  labor.  Dr.  Means 
endeavored  to  lay  down  his  work ;  but  the  people  geneiv 
ously  insisted  upon  his  taking  an  extended  vaoatiim, 
durini^  wliicli,  for  twelve  months,  they  eTiinyed  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev.  James  G.  Vose,  D.D.,  now  of  Providt'nce. 
In  tJif  autumn  of  1878  Dr.  Means  was  constrained,  by 
impiui  ed  Ileal  til,  t*)  tender  his  resignation,  which  was 
accepted  with  great  rduetanoe  and  abundant  expressions 
of  affection  and  confidence.  Dr.  Means  is  now  living,  on 
Washington  Street,  near  the  scene  of  his  labors,  the  con- 
stant recipient  of  trikcns  of  1  \  o  and  appreciation  from  the 
people  he  served  so  faithfully  for  so  long  a  time. 

Dnrin<T  the  Civil  War,  from  the  congrecfation  at  large 
tlurt  y-six  enlisted  in  the  army,  of  whom  seven  were  chureh- 
mcmbei^;  and  ten  were  killed,  or  died  as  Uic  result  of 
service. 
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The  successor  of  Dr.  Means  was  the  Rev.  Edward  N. 
Packard,  of  Evanston,  111.  He  wa«  installed  as  pastor  on 
the  eighth  of  April,  1879,  and  resigned  in  1887  to  accept 
B  call  to  the  Plymouth  Church,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  Rev. 
Axtbiir  Litde,  I>.D.,  the  present  pastor,  ww  installed  Jan- 
uary 80, 1889. 

The  dottoons  of  ilie  Ohmeh  have  lieeii  as  follows:  — 


Stopbeti  Badlam  . 

1808-1815 

Jonali  C.  Vinton .  . 

1857-1881 

Ebenezer  Withtngton 

1808-1815 

Joseph  Clapp  .    .  . 

1846-1879 

Joseph  Clap  .  . 

* 

1808-1852 

James  C.  Sharp  .  . 

1857- 

Wflliam  yiliyMngy 

• 

1818-1888 

Elhridgs  TofToy  •  • 

1888- 

Samuel  Capaa.  . 

• 

1818-1880 

Ellis  lioughtoa   .  • 

18T8- 

IsaEic  Howe     .  , 

* 

1828-1838 

Elijah  Cutler  .    .  . 

1875- 

Charles  iiowe .  • 

• 

1832-1869 

Laurin  A.  Bumpas  . 

1891- 

• 

1888-1808 

JclmW.  FSdd  .  . 

1891- 

Bnfu  Howe  •  . 

188»-1848 

On  January  6, 1878,  the  Second  Chnieh  oelelinled  its 
eeventieth  anmyersaxy.  The  pastor.  Dr.  James  H.  Means, 
praaehed  an  able  historical  sermon,  which  has  since 
been  pmUished  in  pamphlet  form.  Tlie  feature  of  the 
occasion  was  the  presentation  by  the  First  Church  of  two 
ancient  Communion  cuj)s,  showing  the  delightful  relations 
which  have  ever  existed  between  the  two  societies.  The 
correspondence  in  connection  with  the  event  is  as  follows : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fimt  Church  in  DorcheHtrr,  held  No- 
vember 4tli,  1077,  the  foiiuwiug  reaoluLiou  waa  uaaauuously 
passed,  viz.: 

"  Raoloed,  That  this  church  present  to  the  Second  Church  in  Dor- 
cbestcr,  on  the  first  daj  of  Jtauiy  Dext,  the  seventieth  aoniversarjr 

of  Its  gathering,  two  Communion  cups,  as  a  token  of  our  regaril ;  and 
that  they  be  accompanied  by  a  letter,  signed  by  the  pastor  and  deacons, 
in  the  name  of  the  Church." 

Tn  oonformily  to  the  above  rcsolutiouB,  we  present,  with 
this  letter,  two  of  our  most  ancient  Ck>mmunion  cups,  —  not  for 
their  hitrinrie  metslUe  yalne,  hot  for  the  history  they  represent ; 
the  ancient  and  tender  feUowshlp  they  suggest,  and  the  fraternal 
spirit  whieh  tiiey  conTsy. 
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The  foinidor?!  of  your  Church,  and  generations  before  them, 
partook  from  theef  sacred  vessels.  They  were  familiar  to  tlieir 
flight,  and  deur  to  their  memory,  and,  we  fe«il  coudUeut,  will  uot 
be  lew  dew  to  the  sight  and  memory  of  tfaeir  diildmk;  eiidt 
that  yonr  eeeociation  iritb  them  may  be  as  intimate  as  onr  own, 
we  sabjoin  each  facts  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather  in  regard 

to  the  cups        their  original  donors. 

One  of  these  vessels,  lettered  "  For  the  Church,  M.  T.,"  is 
BO  ancient  that  its  origin  cannot  now  be  traced ;  neither  could 
it  be  bj  the  eminent  cboroh  historian  of  a  hundred  years  ago. 
This  fact  suggests  the  thooght  that  it  may  liaTB  been  brought 
by  the  Church  on  its  embarkation  from  England,  and  possibly 
was  the  cup,  and  the  only  one  used  in  its  first  communion  ser- 
vice after  that  great  ship,  the  '  Mary  and  John,'  had  laid  its 
precious  charge  within  the  rude  lap  of  these  Western  shores."* 
The  other  vessel  waa  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Clement,  widow 
of  Augustus  Clement.  They  sailed  [from  Southampton  to  New 
England  in  the  ship  .Taines,"  of  London,  in  April,  1635 ;  they 
joined  the  Church  in  Dorchester  in  1630 ;  removed  to  Boston  in 
1652,  but  subsequently  returned  to  Dorchester,  where  Mr. 
Clement  died  October  1,  1674.  His  widow,  Elisabeth,  pre> 
sented  the  cup  to  the  chnreh  in  1676,  two  oentaries  ago. 

The  separation  from  the  First  Chnrdi  to  estaUl^  a  seeond 
did  not  arise  from  any  alienation,  but  was  a  matter  of  necessity, 
the  congregation  having  outgrown  its  meeting-house.  Your 
own  church  edifice,  as  you  are  aware,  was  dedicated  on  Thurs- 
day, October  30,  1806,  Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason  Harris,  the  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Chnrofa,  and  then  the  only  mfanister  hi  the  town, 
preaching  the  dedication  sermon  from  Acts  ii.  49s  *They  omi- 

1  BiBMtiilttijttelthMbMB  tliowii  (WUUaai  B.Trukt  IhrnVng^BM. 

Ocn.  Ht>e  ,  rn]  xl.  p.  258)  that  tliis  cup  wm  pivrn  to  thp  Firit  ClNUellllif 
Mn.  Margaret  Thacher,  the  letter*,  "  M.  T.,"  tUnding  for  her  loHiall.  Hit 
feltowEng  eatfiet  on  the  Chweli  Reeord*  nUn  to  It:  "  April  0,  ITOft.  The 
ehurth  hath  Nine  Pieces  of  Plate  for  y*  sacram'  (2  Given  hy  s*  m'  Stoughtoa 
9  by  ID'  Thomas  Lake,  one  bjr  m"  Thacher,  ooo  bj  m'  Isaac  Jooet,  one  b/ 
n*  Fatten,  000 byitt'  Jotin  Gingen.  one  bj  AnothP band. aU  of  SHwr." 

"6  of  Juiuary  1679,  Also  M"  Tbeebtr  Of  Boelen  «sm  yClmnli  Ibe* 
nerlj  a  Silver  Cop  with  two  ean." 

Mn.  Thacher  was  the  wife  of  the  Rer.  Tbooiai  Thacher,  firat  minuter 
«C  Ike  Old  Sooth  Chn1]l^  In  Boston. 

» 
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tlnaed  $bmUaallSj  in  ihft  ftpoidHir  doeKine  and  fdkmiliip,  mod 
io  breaking  of  bmd  and  in  prayem.'  Tlie  whole  Chnidi  awt 
togetber  for  their  last  commuQioD  se^ioe  on  tiie  fdUowing  Son- 

day,  November  2.  Dr.  Harris  preached  from  1  Cor.  x.  17: 
"  We,  hcinfT  many,  are  oue  bread  invl  onf  ixnlj ;  for  we  are  all 
partakers  of  that  one  bread."  It  woa  a  comtnuuioD  of  mingled 
joy  and  aadneee, — sad,  that  tbey  had  met  together  for  the  laat 
time  in  that  old  liooae  ct  their  vofahip,  tfaefr  xevennoe,  and 
their  love*  to  them  the  **Teiy  iMMue  of  God,  and  gate  of 
hcMivcn ; "  Joy,  that  another  iKwee,  beaotifol  and  oomfortable, 

awaited  their  coriiing- 

On  that  occiusiun  Dr.  Harris  concluded  as  follows :  — 

Finally,  Cbriatiaos,  we  are  now  to  aNmoane  together  at  the  table 
of  the  Lord*  and  to  vqieat  then  oar  Towt  of  fidelity  to  Him,  and  oC  love 
to  each  other.  May  we  thus  ac<jttire  some  pleasuig  conceptions  of  that 
hearen  of  love  and  peace  ami  <;lory,  where  one  tcmpk-  will  eonfnin  the 
large  assembly;  one  love  engage  all  their  affections;  and  one  anthem 
of  pralae  tone  all  tlieir  voices.** 

lu  the  afteruoou  of  the  liame  day  he  preached  in  yoar 
meeting'lioaae  tiie  fimt  eennon  after  its  dedication,  from  Ephe- 
aiana  ii.  17, 18,  and  doeed  aa  foUowe ;  **  Be  perfect,  be  of 
good  comfort,  be  of  one  mind,  live  In  peace;  and  may  the  God 

of  love  and  pc^apc  be  with  you." 

Although  the  whole  Church  aBscmbled  together  for  the  last 
time  on  November  2,  1806,  it  was  the  latter  part  of  1807 
before  diamleaion  waa  aaked  to  form  a  aeoond.  It  waa  granted 
December  21,  1807,  when  aixty-fonr  took  their  leave,  with  an 
nffeettonate  parting  address,  which  was  answerinl  by  one  equally 
kind  and  courteous;  and  your  Chnrrh  was  gathered  January  1, 
1808.  Of  all  who  left  the  First  Church,  and  of  those  that 
remained,  and  of  miniateta  and  delegatea  who  toak  part  in  yoor 
chnrcfa-gatbering,  bnt  one  aurnvea;  the  Great  Shepherd  hae 
gathered  them,  pastors  and  people,  into  Hia  all-embracing  fold. 
Many  of  lioth  chu relies  have  reached  the  ajje  of  three-score 
yeBTB  uikI  ten.  and,  with  the  surviving  sister  by  whose  band  we 
send  this  letter, 

«*Walktbou<;htful 
On  the  silent,  •wlemn  shore 
Of  that  vast  occao 
We  mnit  nil  so  soon." 
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Grace,  mercy  and  peace,"  and  ubuiidant  prosperity  to 
pMtmr,  brallmiit  and  aistem  of  tbe  Second  Cfaiueb.  W«  nit^ 
enite,  in  the  name  d  tbe  Unit  C^uueb,  its  parting  addveae 
at  yonr  own  obnrcli-i^theriQg,  vbidi  dosed  aa  foUowa : 

"Finally,  brcthrun  and  sisters,  accept  the  benedictioa  we  pronounce 
with  pious  a})pli(:atu>ii  Heaven  in  your  behalf;  and  may  the  God  of 
Grace,  who  bath  called  us  into  His  Li«rnal  kingdom  and  glocjr  bjr  Jesot 
Cbxkt,  anist,  wrtiAlbh,  and  leltle  you ;  and  in  whatever  mpeet  we  ma/ 
be  separate  on  earth,  miy  yon  and  we  be  joint  members  of  the  dinreh 
of  the  fint  honit  whose  nanws  are  wxittea  in  heaven." 


Respectfully  communicated  to  the  Second  Cliurch  of  Dor- 
chester, by  the  pastor,  deacoos,  and  Sister  Abigail  Upham,  of 
tlM  Firat  Cbnreli. 

Oonshesler,  Decenbw  17,  1677« 


To  A*  Fim  dtvdb  in  Derdkuter^  Greeting: 

It  girea  great  pleaaure  to  communicate  to  jon  tbe  following 
Totes,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Second  Cbuvdi,  at  tbdr 

meeting'  tiii^  'hi  v  r  — 

Whereas,  l  lie  First  Church  iu  Dorchester  has  most  kindly 
presented  two  ancient  Communion  cups  to  this  Church,  on  tbe 
ocoarion  of  tlw  aeventietb  anniversary  of  ita  finmation ;  tiieve- 
fore, — 

*^Votedy  That  the  Second  Church  gratefully  receive  this  valu- 
able jrift;  that  the  cups  l:»e  suitably  inscribed  ;  and  tbat  the 
letter  of  the  pastor  and  deacons  of  tlie  First  Church  accom- 
panying them  be  entered  on  the  records  of  this  Church. 

**  VetMiy  Tbat  tiie  following  commonlcation,  wltii  ibe  vote 
recorded  above,  be  aent  to  the  donora,  in  tbe  name  of  tbe  8ee> 
end  Cborc^,  signed  by  its  <rfBcm:~ 

*'  The  Second  Church  in  Dorchester  haa  received  with  much  pleasure 

and  gratitude,  the  Communion  cnps  presented  by  tbe  First  rhiirob,  in 
toicen  of  their  regard  and  good-wilL    These  articles,  valuable  ia  them- 


S.  J.  Barrows,  Pastor  o^  Fint  CkurtL 


To  tlus  the  following  answer  wa»  returned :  — 


January  4,  1878. 
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f«Ives»  are  sUll  more  so  for  the  hallowed  mocietions  coonecteil  villi 
them,  and  the  kind  feolings  with  which  they  we  tendered.  From  thie 
time  they  will  be  constantly  used  by  us. 

«•  We  deiure  to  dwrish  all  the  nwred  menottea  of  the  past ;  to 
xeaiembor  that  we  sprang,  not  by  dissent,  bat  by  friendly  separatio&i 
from  a  Church  ancient  ami  ))<>norcd  ;  and  toexpr*'««  in  the  act  of  receiv- 
ing these  cups,  our  bop«  that  tlie  kind  feelings  now  existing  between  the 
dnrebet  may  long  contnrae.** 

It  was  very  gratifying  that  this  gift  was  traDsmitted 
through  the  bauds  of  our  veoerable  aiater,  Mrs.  Uphanif  the 
Mle  uarshnx  at  tliow  irlu»  irare  tMuidcd  together  In  Clutlet, 
eeventy  yean  ego. 

CMdJftUy  neiproealiiig  all  ezpreMkMW  of  goo<l-will,  and 
wishing  yon  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  we  are  in  behalf  of  the 
Seooud  Church.  ^  ^j^.^^, 

Joseph  Clapp,  ^ 
Jamss  C.  Sharp^ 
Elbkidge  Torkky,  I  JJeacotu. 
Bum  HoooaioN,  1 

ISUJAB  COTUW,  J 

As  we  have  seen  on  a  preceding  page,  the  formation  of 
the  Third  Religious  Society  was  the  result  of  the  rupture 
l)etweeu  a  portion  of  the  congregation  of  the  Second 
Church  and  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Codman.  When 
the  sepamlioii  hod  been  finally  determinod  upon,  steps 
were  taken  for  the  formatioii  of  ft  new  society  and  the 
erection  of  a  church  edifice*  The  first  recorded  meeting, 
at  which  action  was  taken,  was  held  on  May  6,  1813,  m 
what  was  known  as  the  "  Dorchester  Reading-Room." 
This  was  a  back  room  in  a  building  in  t!ie  front  of  which 
was  a  barber-shop.  It  had  l)een  furnislied  m  a  reading- 
room,  and  was  kept  as  a  place  of  resort  and  i-eadiug  for 
the  |>eople  of  this  vicinity,  being  situated  near  the  end 
of  Dorc^ter  Avenue.  At  this  meeting  the  plan  of  the 
new  organi£ation  was  decided  upon ;  and  fortyofive  dmres 
were  offered  for  sale,  which  were  subscribed  for  bj  those 
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present,  each  subsscrjlvtr  .i^nceing  t^)  take  one  ])ew.  A 
committee  was  apjjoiiited  to  euguge  a  builder  to  erect  the 

Deaoon  James  C.  Sharpi  of  the  Second  (^nreh,  idateB 
the  fdUowing  eneodote  in  leferenoe  to  tiie  fittiiig  up  of 
tiie  elmnh:  — 

When  fhe  Second  Choich  wm  tmilt,  the  huliea  wished  to 
place  a  curtain  ofer  the  window  behind  the  pulpit.  In  planning 

for  one  that  would  be  suihiM*',  thoy  remembered  to  have  heard 
that  a  Mr.  Welles,  iu  the  neighborhood,  had  in  liis  possession  a 
rich  silk  damatik  drew),  which  hod  been  the  property  of  one  of 
hie  anoeatoni,  and  liad  eeldom  been  worn.  It  wae  yery  large, 
the  ddft  being  two  yaide  in  diametwt  and  haTing  a  train  eo 
loQg  and  heaTj  as  to  require  a  colored  boy  to  accompany  the 
wearer  and  carry  it  when  she  wore  it.  'Vhh  skirt  they  asked 
for  and  obtained,  and  with  it  made  a  mo»l  beuuiiful  drapery  for 
the  back  of  the  pulpit.  When  the  Third  Church  was  built  (Dr. 
Biohmond'a)  tiie  ladiea  of  this  pariah  ahK>  wanted  a  eortain  for 
a  einiilar  ptixpoee;  and, lememberfaig  that  flie damadc dreee  liad 
not  all  been  used  before,  asked  for  and  obtained  what  was  left 
for  their  pulpit  curtain.  Thus  the  pulpits  of  the  two  churches, 
which  had  lately  separated  in  strife,  were  adorned  by  the  same 
rich  dress.  This  story  is  questioned  by  some,  since  it  is 
afflnned  that  the  Third  Chordt  pulpit  was  adorned  by  a  eortain 
mnch  less  el^^nt.  Bat  I  like  to  Hunk  of  it  as  tnie  {  and  I  like 
to  think  that  when  both  churches  were  through  with  their  cur- 
tains  the  two  pnrt.-i  of  the  frarment  were  reunited,  and  made  into 
a  mantle  of  charity,  to  hide,  not  our  ditferences  of  opinion,  — 
we  should  never  wish  to  hide  them,  —  but  all  personcU  dilTer- 
«iGea  and  hardneee  of  feeling,  and  Und  oa  more  doadj  into 
one  family  of  God." 

At  a  accond  mectiiig,  held  on  Auguat  23,  1813,  the 
ntemboTB  of  ilie  new  aociely  called  thcmBelvea  "The  Pro- 
prietoia  ol  tlie  New  South  Meeting-House."  The  Second 
Church  was  known  as  "  The  South  Meeting-House,"  and 

the  Third  was  now  called  "The  New  South."  On  the 
cover  of  Uie  Parish  Record  Book  is  printed,  Dorchester 
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New  Souih  Meeting-House;"  and  on  the  Church  Record 
Book  it  the  label,  ''EHwcbester  South  Church.''  The  new 
entnpriae  reedTod  seTeral  other  names  at  varioiu  times, 
being  ealled  by  one  or  another  IndifEerentLy,  which  indi« 
cates  that  the  founders  were  mack  more  intent  upon  the 
formation  of  the  church  Uian  upon  ehooeing  a  name.  The 
final  and  legal  names  settled  upon  are,  "  The  Tliiid  Reli- 
gious Society  in  Dorchester,"  and  The  Third  Chuivh  in 
Dorchester/' 

The  churcli  bunding  wuii  puiihed  forward  rapidly.  The 
meeting  at  which  it  waa  tesolTed  to  build  was  held,  as  has 
been  said,  on  the  6th  of  May.  On  the  let  of  June  the 
ground  waa  broken,  and  work  began;  on  Monday,  the 

28th  of  June,  the  timbers  were  raised  to  tlieir  places ;  and 
on  Wednesday,  October  6,  just  five  months  from  the  first 
meeting,  the  church  was  completed,  and  dedicated  nruler 
the  auspices  of  the  Boston  Association  of  Ministers,  Dr. 
Lathrop  preaching  the  sermon. 

The  formation  of  liiis  uaw  society  caused  a  complicated 
question  to  arise  aa  to  the  division  of  the  income  draived 
from  certain  aourcee.  It  will  be  remembered  that  when 
first  oiganiced  by  the  early  settlers,  tiie  Church  was  con- 
sidered to  be  a  part  of  tiie  town  government,  and  the 
pastor's  salary  and  other  church  expenses  were  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  the  town.  In  order  to  make  the  sup- 
port of  the  Church  more  certain,  lands  were  set  apart 
whose  income  was  to  K'long  to  it.  This  property  was  at 
first  of  little  valuer  but  together  with  the  additions  re- 
sulting from  bequests  left  the  town  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  natural  appcedation  of  properly,  at  the  time  of  the 
f oocmation  of  the  Third  Religious  Sodety  the  income  was 
considerable. 

Until  1806  there  had  been  no  difficulty  in  appropriating 
this  income,  as  there  had  been  but  one  f  Inm  li,  Aft»'r  the 
formation  of  the  Seoond  Church,  however,  the  proceeds  of 
the  rent  lauds  and  the  income  from  invested  funds  were 
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divided  annually  by  the  town  between  the  Fii-st  and 
Second  churchtjii,  according  to  their  membership;  and 
when  the  Third  Religious  Society  was  formed,  it  was 
4liiided  among  the  three  Cliiircfaes  in  the  same  maimer. 
Thus  the  town  was  the  emtodian  of  the  pariah  property. 
As  ttmes  dianged,  and  the  relation  between  Chnioh  and 
State  became  less  close,  the  possession  of  this  property 
became  leas  agreeable  t^)  tlie  town.  It  seemed  Ixjst  to  all 
concerned  that  it  should  be  made  over  to  the  Chnrf^hfs, 
for  whose  benelit  it  was  given ;  but  the  (juestion  arose  to 
what  church  or  churches  it  belougcd.  It  could  only  be 
given  legally  to  that  organization  for  which  it  was  origi- 
nally  intended, — namely,  the  Flist  CShurch.  It  was  theirs 
by  teohnieal  right,  but  they  did  not  oonsider  that  it  be- 
longed to  them  by  moral  right.  The  First  Church  there- 
fore asked  for  a  joint  committee,  to  be  formed  by  delegates 
from  the  First,  Second,  and  Third  cluircTies,  to  divide 
this  property  as  equitably  as  possible  among  the  three 
societies.  The  committee  was  formed  in  1824,  and  de- 
cided to  divide  the  whole  miuiiiterial  pmperty  into  four 
equal  parts,  giving  two  parts  to  the  First  Parish,  on 
Meeting-House  Hill,  one  part  to  the  Second  Church,  Dr. 
Codman*s,  and  one  to  the  Third  Parish.  The  income  from 
the  properfy  put  apart  by  the  early  setUen  is  still  enjoyed 
by  these  churches. 

Tlie  first  pastor  nf  tlie  Tliird  Church  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Edward  Riclimond,  who  was  installed  on  June  25,  1817. 
He  was  lx)rn  .June  29,  1767,  and  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1789.  I'l-evious  to  liis  call  to  the 
Dorchester  Chnidi  he  had  served  a  pastorate  of  twenty- 
lliree  years  in  Stoughton. 

He  is  described  by  one  who  knew  him  as  "a  finished 
gentleman,"  and  by  another  as  a  staid,  dignified  gentle- 
man of  the  old  school/'  Dr.  Ezra  S.  Gannett,  in  his 
"Memories  of  the  Eaily  Ministers,"  speaks  of  "Dr.  Rich- 
mond, gentle,  urbane,  modest."   His  studious  habits,  his 
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tboiightful  and  dignified  manner,  end  his  aense  of  tlw  im* 

portance  of  his  mission  among  men,  gave  to  some  the 
impression  of  a  sevfre,  reserved,  and  even  ungeriinl  man. 
He  was  an  able  senuon-writer,  but  be  wjw  not  good  at 
extemporaneous  speech ;  and  even  ius  prajei«  are  siud  to 
have  been  stereotyped.  It  is  related  that  on  one  occasion^ 
when  fheie  wea  danger  ol  oholeia,  he  inaerted  a  petition 
*'thftt  iro  be  spared  ftom  this  temUe  acouige."  The 
congregation,  amiused  at  Uie  fresh  sentence,  lifted  their 
bowed  heada  and  aaw  that  he  read  it  Irom  a  written 
record ! 

The  rebatinrT^  >>etween  Dr.  Richmond  and  Dr.  Codman 
were  naturally  honiewbat  stiuined  at  first,  owing  to  the 
recent  unpleasant  incidents;  but  it  wa^  not  long  before 
they  beoanw  friends.  It  is  said  that  a  wry  slight  inddait 
served  to  bring  them  together.  Dr.  Codman  failed  to  re> 
oeive  his  paper  one  morning,  and  being  wy  depoident 
upon  it,  sent  his  son  to  Dr.  Richmond  to  borrow  his  eopy 
alter  he  had  read  it.  Dr.  Richmond  responded  so  quickly 
and  pleasantly  that  the  ice  was  broken  between  them,  and 
they  continued  on  the  l)est  of  terms. 

In  1883  declining  liealth  made  it  necessary  for  Dr. 
Richmond  to  resign.  Soon  after  he  removed  liis  rebideuce 
to  Wejrmouth,  where  he  died  April  10, 1842. 

For  nearly  a  year  after  Dr.  Richmond's  resignation,  the 
parish  had  no  settled  minister.  In  1884,  however,  the 
Rev.  Francis  Cunningham  WBS  chosen.  He  was  bora 
March  9,  1804,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  182o.  It  was  during  his  ministry  that  the 
present  cliurch  structure  of  the  society  waa  erected.  Mr. 
Cunningbani  rositriicd  June  1,  1842,  jwiRsuig  much  of 
his  later  life  in  travel.  He  died  September  7,  1^7. 
Tbo  parish,  in  accepting  his  resignation,  declared  tiiat 
fhey  would  ever  remember  his  **  talents,  learning,  and 
virtues,  and  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity  with  which 
he  disohatged  his  duties.**    He  is  abo  spoken  of  as  **a 
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thoughtful  scholar.,  a  kiud  iieighbur,  a  courteous  Chmtiaii 
gentleman.** 

Hw  Kev.  Richaid  Pike  waa  Ur«  Guxmingham^s  8110- 
eaaaor.  He  was  bom  June  6, 181ft,  was  graduated  from 

Bowdoin  College  in  1836,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  tlie 
Dorchester  Church  on  February  8,  1842.  His  pastorate 
extended  over  twenty  years,  during  which  period  he  en- 
deared liimself  to  his  people  by  his  tireless  labors  in  their 
behalf.  He  taxed  his  limited  strength  too  nnich,  however, 
not  only  in  his  parinh  duties,  but  iu  town  affairs,  being 
especially  interested  in  the  aohooib,  and  aerring  upon  the 
aehool  oonunittee  for  many  yean.  Giadually  his  health 
fuled,  until  in  1868  he  died,  aincerely  mourned  by  his 
parishioners. 

The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall,  Jr.,  of  the  First  Church, 
preached  Mr.  Pike's  funeral  sermon,  in  which  he  said:  — 

His  public  ministrations  were  impressive  through  the  evi- 
denoo  they  bore  thnt  hia  heart  was  in  thcui.  ITis  discourses 
may  have  lacked  the  attractions  of  a  studied  rhetoric,  for  which 
be  had  uo  taste,  if  he  had  the  gift,  which  he  was  much  in 
flamest  to  seAor  ears  for;  but  liiey  were  s(^1arly  m  ntyle  and 
spfittiisl  ia  tone.  His  mind  was  nataraUy  of  a  metaphysiest 
cast,  leading  him  to  an  appreciative  Interest  in  the  deeper  theo- 
logical discussions  of  the  day;  and  filrlioTifrh  tliis  did  not 
appear  with  any  prominence  in  his  discourses,  it  may  have 
given  them,  as  a  whole,  a  less  practical  character  than  the 
maoy  wonld  deafafe." 

On  March  2,  1864,  the  Rev.  Thomaw  G.  Muniford  was 
installed*  He  was  a  man  of  unusual  abilities,  filling  with 
equal  satisfaction  the  positions  of  writer,  citizen,  editor, 
and  pastor.  His  pastorate  lasted  for  eight  years,  when  he 
resigned  to  take  charge  of  the  "  Christian  Register."  Mr. 
Mumf  ord  occupied  an  important  place  in  even  wider  circles 
than  the  community ;  and  his  loss  was  seTerely  felt  when 
he  died,  August  29,  1877. 

The  next  pastor  of  the  Third  Church  was  the  Rev.  Henry 
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G.  Spaulding,  who  was  installed  October  2,  187o.  He 
i-etiigued  after  a  bhort  ministry  of  less  than  four  yearu,  and 
later  became  the  Seeretaiy  of  Hie  Uniiuisn  Sunday-Sdhool 
Soeiety, — a  poeition  which  he  has  aince  relinquisbBd. 

Of  the  auGcessoiB  of  Mr.  Spaulding,  the  Rev.  George  M. 
Bodge  was  ordained  September  26,  1878,  and  resigned 
October  81,  1884;  and  the  Rev.  W.  I.  Lawrance  was 
installed  October  1,  1885,  resigned  in  1891.  During  bis 
ministry,  on  May  6  and  7,  1888,  the  seventy-tifth  anni- 
versary of  the  societ}'  was  celebrated;  and  it  is  from 
sermons  preached  by  Mr.  Lawrance  on  this  occasion  that 
much  of  the  preceding  matter  is  taken.  The  present 
peat(»'  ia  the  Rev.  Frederiok  B.  Mott»  who  was  installed 
Fehroaiy  7, 1892. 

The  Dorchester  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  is 
known  in  the  In'story  of  the  town  as  the  Fonrtli  Parish, 
was  organized  in  lwl6.  Previous  to  this  time  several 
people  had  met  at  the  house  of  Anthony  Otherman ;  and 
the  interest  manifested  at  th^e  meetings  resulted  in  the 
pennanent  estabUshment  of  the  society.  Doling  this 
period  the  preaehing  was  usually  on  week<d»y  evenings. 

The  growth  of  the  society  was  slow,  and  it  was  kept 
together  chiefly  through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Otherman. 
ITo  is  still  remembered  hy  some  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
the  town,  being  one  of  the  hist  to  pnt  ;vsi(le  th^  old- 
fashioned  dress,  consisting  of  the  cocked  hat  and  Khurt 
clothes.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  a  carpenter  shop, 
which  was  remodelled  in  1818,  Bishop  Heddiug  preaching 
the  dedioation  sermon.  This  hoilding  was  situated  on 
Washington  Street,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  from 
Milton  Bridge,  and  was  twenty  by  twentywaeTen  feet, 
having  a  door  opening  directly  into  the  audiMice-room. 
Opposite  the  door  was  a  small  circular  door,  and  a  centre 
aisle  had  benches  on  either  side.  A  gallery  ran  around 
tluree  sides  of  the  house. 
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The  first  minbter  to  t<ake  charge  of  this  little  llui  k  wis 
William  Granville,  who  divided  his  time  between  iiis 
oocapatioii  of  glaaa-liloiwiiig  ftnd  pieaiddiig;  bat  lie  latw 
devoted  his  entiie  time  to  tibe  ministry.  At  the  dose  of 
the  yeer  1818  the  Chuxoh  mimbeied  nineteen  mmbers, 
who  held  their  meetings  under  difficulties*  sud  in  spite  of 
discourat^ing  opposition. 

By  1829,  however,  the  society  had  gained  a  strong  foot- 
hold, and  the  increased  number  of  nit'ml>ers  made  it  neces- 
sary to  erect  a  larger  edifice.  This  l)uilding  was  used  until 
1875)  when  the  present  coiumodiouH  structure  I'eplaced  it. 
In  striking  ecmtiast  to  other  Dorchester  chuiehes,  this 
society,  following  the  Methodist  custom,  has  been  served 
bjr  a  large  number  of  ministon.  The  parish  Is  now  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev. 
G.  A.  Phinney.  In  1892  the  society  celebrated  ita  seventy- 
fifth  annlTersaiy  with  appropriate  and  interesting  exercises. 

On  June  7, 1887,  the  First  Baptist  Society  in  Dorchester 
was  constituted  in  Nepoiibet  Hall,  Joshua  Gushing  and 
Deacon  Jacob  Flinn  being  the  pillars  of  the  new  church 
during  its  early  days.  During  the  following  year  the  first 
meetinghouse  of  the  society  was  erected  on  Chidcatawbut 
Street,  which  was  afterwards  enlarged  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  increased  number  of  worshippers. 

The  pastors  and  deacons  of  the  church  have  been  as 
follows :  — 

ReT.  Bradli-y  i\Ilner,  ordained  August,  1R37,  ri'signed  January,  1BI6. 
Rev.  Humphrey  Bicbards,  ordained  July,  1846,  reugned  Septviubcr, 
1854. 

Kev.  Bmioard  W.  Barrom.  ordiUiied  May,  1S6S,  m^ned  Jannaiy, 

1S73. 

Her.  Jainea  F.  Morton,  ordained  March,  IHlS,  resigned  August,  1874. 
Rev.  Joseph  Banvard,  D.  D.,  ordained  January,  1876,  resigned  ApriL 
1884. 

Rev.  Nathan  Bailey,  ordained  January,  1899,  rpsigned  Deeeaiber,  18S1» 
Rev.  John  Braioerd  Wilson,  ordained  Jolv,  1892. 
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PMond  SvffHU$,  1884-18S9. 

Rer.  Adam  CbiiiilMnb  A  numtlM.  FmI  E.  C.  Mitdiel],D.D*,  15  aos. 
Bar.  J.  B.  JeluiiU»e»10inontb8.   Ber.  H.  llDwa,  15  nnntlii. 

Deacotu. 

Jtoob  Flyno.  •David  FalM.  £liaphaz  W.  Arnold. 

WnUam  HamnuNid.       Jmw  Ljon.  Z.  E.  Cofio. 

Daniel  Pierce.  ImFoiter.  J.  W.  MacGregor. 

Charles  £.  Fales.  •JauMs  X.  Mvirphj, 

On  Sunday,  July  16, 1843,  about  fifty  persons  aasembled 
in  1h»  Town  HaU,  Dotchester,  and  listened  to  an  impresp 
aive  aennon  and  service  conducted  liy  the  Rev*  John  P. 
Robinson,  the  tector  of  Christ  Chuioh«  Quiney.  This 
public  service  was  in  response  to  an  invitation  extended  to 
Mr.  Robinson  by  several  active  Episco|)aliaiis  to  form  an 
Episcopal  church.  The  interest  in  thia  service  proved  so 
general  that  it  w  an  decided  to  hold  Evening  Prayer  at  the 
Town  liall  every  two  weeks.  This  was  the  fii'st  occaijiou 
on  which  the  Book  of  Ck>nmion  Prayer  was  publicly  used 
in  Dorchester,  and  was  die  starting-point  of  St.  Maiy'a 
Church. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  vestry  the  clerk  stated  that 
Evening  Prayer  was  conducted  in  the  Town  HaU  in 
Dorchester  eight  times  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Knl)in8on  and 
once  by  the  Rev.  Darius  R.  Brewer  in  1843,  and  three 
times  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Robinson  in  1844,  during  wliich 
time  11  was  thought  inexj>edieut  to  organize  a  parish." 

From  that  date  (1844)  until  June,  1847,  it  is  b  apposed 
that  no  church  services  were  held.  At  any  rate,  no  records 
have  been  preserved.  Among  some  loose  papers  relating 
to  parish  afEairs,  the  following,  written  on  a  leaf  torn  from 
a  pocket  blank-hook,  has  been  found :  — 

Having  learned  that  the  erectloa  of  a  cimrch  is  oontem- 

plated,  on  a  lot  of  land  in  Roxbnry,  near  Dorcht  Btor,  presented 
by  Mr.  Ralph  UaskiiiB,  I  hereby  Kii;nify  my  entire  approval  of 
the  object,  and  hope  that  it  will  be  carried  vigorously  into 
effect.  [Signed]   Hakton  Eastbcbm. 

BoaTOH.  May  93,  IM, 
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In  spite  of  the  fact  that  several  of  the  wealthy  Episco- 
palians offered  to  donate  land  ou  wliich  to  erect  a  church, 
the  matter  was  delayed  until  August  23,  1847,  when  a 
meeting  was  held  in  Lyceum  Hall  to  consider  the  subject 
of  oiganisation.  On  August  11, 1847,  a  petition  for  war- 
rant was  addressed  to  the  Hon.  S.  P.  Loud,  J.  P.,  repre- 
senting that  '*  the  signers  have  associated  themselves  for 
the  support  and  enjoyment  of  public  worship,  nnder  the 
name  of  the  pari.sli  of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Dorchester," 
and  requesting  that  a  warrant  be  issued  directing  one  of 
their  number  to  notify  "  the  qualified  voters  of  said  parish 
to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  therein  specified 
for  the  purpose  of  legal  organisation,  according  to  Chapter 

•  »  Statute  ^  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.** 
The  petition  was  signed  by  William  Withington,  Joseph 
Hooper,  Robert  Richardson,  Thomas  Hill,  Edward  Holden, 
and  A.  W.  Hayter. 

At  tlirtt  mueiing  a  compact,  or  constitution  ami  by-laws, 
was  atlopted.  Two  wardens  (Hooper  and  Withington), 
five  vestrymen,  and  a  treasurer  were  also  chosen ;  and  the 
Rev.  G.  W.  Porter  was  unanimously  elected  rector.  Morn- 
ing Prayer  was  held  for  the  first  time  on  September  26, 
1847,  seventeenth  Sunday  after  Trinity,  on  which  occasion 
Rev.  Dr.  Robinson  appeared  in  full  canonicals,  this  being 
the  first  use  of  the  surplice  in  Dorchester.  Owing  to 
unfavorable  weather,  only  twenty  j>ei-s()ns  were  present  in 
the  morning  and  thirty-two  in  tlie  aftemoon.  Tlie  average 
attendance  upon  both  morning  and  evening  ser^'ice  during 
the  fixst  two  months  was  about  seventy-three.  The  parish 
was  admitted  into  union  with  the  IMooesan  Convention  of 
Massachusetts  June  14, 1848. 

It  was  from  Mrs.  Catherine  Dodge  that  the  land  was 
received  on  which  the  church  was  finally  erected.  Sul>- 
scription  books  were  opened  at  once,  and  the  necessary 
funds  were  soon  obtained.  The  coraeiHstone  was  laid  on 
April  o,  1849,  by  the  Ht.  Rev.  Manton  Eastbum,  D.  D., 
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tLe  biAbop  of  the  dioceiie.  The  ccmaeciation  of  the  bnild- 
ixig  rx3C«in«d  tbe  loUowing  September. 

•*lt  cort  about  l&fOOO,**  wrote  the  Ber.  G.  W.  Pcrter* 
**eid]inTe  of  oigea  and  faniitcue.   When  I  fiat  though 

4lf  eMtablialung  the  ebnrch  in  Dorchester  there  vae  not 
much  V)  encourage  me;  hot  fnends  U»  the  enterprise  noex- 

jK-r-y-dly  apjjeare<I." 

Uuruig  Mr.  Miii'i*  rector^hij)  tlie  eliurch  was  eiiriLhed 
by  tbe  gift  of  tbree  haiidaome  btiiLned-gla&s  windo\^s,  tbe 
nraal  chancel  faraitafe,  and  books  for  use  at  altar  and 
leetem.  Owing  to  hk  ezertaooB  the  miaritHu  now^lhe 
parieh,  of  All  SaintB  waa  eetaUished  at  MUton  Lower 
MtHTi  and  renuuned  for  many  yean  dependent  upon  hia 
jjerHonal  interest  and  exertiomt. 

Owing  to  the  unexpected  social  results  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  DoTchcMeT  to  Boston,  the  centralization  of  ail 
int/TPHt  ill  the  citv  projMT,  the  removul  of  many  wealthy 
retiidenlM  from  Liie  town  to  ilie  ciiy.,  and  tiie  effects  of  the 
finaooial  eriaii  following  the  great  fire  hi  1872,  St.  Uaty'a 
waa  compelled  to  paw  through  severe  trials. 

The  miasion  of  St.  Anne*s  on  Cottage  Stzeet,  near  Dud- 
lej,  waa  begun  in  April,  1876,  by  the  rector,  the  He  v.  Mr. 
Silvester.  The  land  and  |il,000  were  given  by  Mrs.  Anne 
Phillips,  a  cfimmunicant  of  St.  Mary's,  and  an  aunt  of  the 
late  iiiwhop  Hrooks.  In  1879  the  mission  was  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Koxburv.  and  is 
now  organized  as  a  separate  parish.  On  June  14,  1887, 
the  dioreh  building  on  Bowdoin  Street  was  deatroyed  hy 
fire.  The  Pint  Parish  Church  on  Heeting^House  Hill 
offered  tbe  use  of  tiieir  ohureh,  and  St  Mary*s  gratefully 
accepted  the  use  of  tlie  vestry  of  that  church  for  some 
meetings.  Tlie  Stoughton  Street  Baptist  Church  invited 
St.  Mary's  to  worship  there  on  Sunday  afternoons,  but  the 
jwiriHh  accepted  the  lilx  ial  otlcr  of  Henry  G.  Allbright, 
who  gave  the  free  use  of  VVinthrop  Hall  for  the  Sunday 
services  for  a  period  of  six  months,  and  after  Umt  for 
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anotiier  year,  at  a  very  low  rental,  uutil  the  new  church 
was  buUt.  Land  was  bought  on  Jonn's  Hill,  betwaen 
Stoughton  Stroet  and  Cushuig  AYanue*  on  which,  in  1888, 
the  pteaent  church  building  of  stone  was  built  The  lapid 
nuarease  of  the  congregation  in  the  new  church,  however, 
necessitated  its  enlargement;  and  in  1892  two  transepts 
and  a  chancel  were  added  on  the  Stoughton  Street  end  of 
the  building,  increasing  tlie  seating  capacity  to  over  live 
hundred  sittings,  at  an  additional  cost  of  $16,100,  —  mak- 
ing tlie  total  cost  to  this  time  $48,000. 

In  July,  1887,  a  proposition  was  made  for  the  voaixm  ni 
St  Max7*s  and  St  Anne*a  pariahfls  into  one  parish,  the 
intention  being  to  build  a  large  chuioh;  but  the  latter 
voted  that  such  a  consolidation  was  inexpedient  In  No- 
vember, 1887,  a  Sunday-school  was  started,  on  the  Upper 
Road,  out  of  which  has  come  the  present  Episcopal  Mission 
at  Grove  Hall,  under  the  charge  of  the  rector  of  St  Mary's 
Church. 

The  present  rector,  Rev.  W.  E.  C.  Smith,  is  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  College  and  of  the  Episcopal  Theological 
School  at  Cambridge.  For  five  years  he  served  as 
aanstant  to  the  Rector  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Boston,  and 
was  the  minister  in  charge  of  the  mission  of  that  church, 
known  as  the  Chapel  of  the  Ascension,  on  Wiisliiiigton 
Street,  where  he  wiis  eminently  successful  in  gatiiering 
a  large  congregation. 

The  successive  othcei-s  of  the  church  from  1847  to 
1893,  have  been  as  follows:  — 

PASTORS. 

Rer.  6.  W.  Fbrter,  initalled  September  1,  1847,  resigned  Novaiiibsr  1, 

1M5'2. 

Hcv.  E.  L.  Drown,  installed  July  1,  1853,  resigncJ  Scpk-niW  1,  t860. 
Rev.  W.  H.  JVmifl,  installed  September  1,  1860,  resigned  April  5,  1874. 
Ror.  W.  W.  SilvMtar,  initiUedJiine  9,  1874,  redgoed  Httch 9, 187S. 
Rev.  L.  W.  SttltoBitell,  inttalled  limy  IS,  187$,  migned  Novsmbcr  f5» 

1891. 

Kev.  W.  £.  C.  Smith,  installed  Febmuy  14,  1892,  —  . 
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Joaepih  Hooper,  Seoior,  2  yem.      MarUa  L.  Bradford,  Jindor,  10 

Robert  Richardson,  Juaior,  2  years.      JTOan;  Senior,  5  years. 

JoIiD  r.  Clapp,  Junior,  1  jrear,  1848;   William  W.  Page,  Junior,  6  yaan. 

Senior,  36  years.  Daniel  B.  Stedman,  Jr.,  Jonior, 

Joba  H.  Wdcli,  Jmdor,  S  yean.        18  Tean ;  Booior,  1  yaar. 
Charlea  Stimpson,  Jonior,  1  yaw.     Lucius  P.  Laoaard,  Junior,  1  jaar. 
Jaam  Jaakina,  Jtinior,  8  years.       Charles  Emery,  Senior,  1  yaaia. 
Albert  A.  Chittenden,  Juaior,  7  yean^ 

OUBKa. 

Edward  irolden,  4  years.  Grnrrrr  Xoycs,  I  year. 

Mark  W.  Sheafe.  3  years.  Samuel  R.  FhUlips,  1  year. 

Edward  W.  Howe,  4  yean.  WJiBni  F.  Jones,  3  yean. 

Charles  E.  Stedman,  M.  D.,  tjtan,  Janwi  A.  Tyng,  l  year. 

Daniel  Sharp,  2  years.  George  H.  L.  Sliarj),  3  years. 

Daniel  B.  Stedman,  Jr.,  5  years.  WilUam  A.  Blancbard,  4  years. 

Haarjr  A.  Clapp,  5  years.  Joseph  H.  Beak,  Jr.,  S  jeare. 

Aadmr  J.  fianllafe,  8  yearn.  Gaovga  6.  BradCwd,  4  years. 

The  clerks  have  also  been  treasurers,  except  Henry  A. 
Clapp,  WflHam  A.  Blsucluttd,  James  A.  Tyng,  George 
O.  Biadford,  and  Giwige  H.  L.  ^Siaip,  who  were  noi 

treasurers,  and  the  followiiig  who  were  treasurers  but  not 
elerks :  Charles  Emerj,  two  yean ;  Albert  A.  Chittenden, 
five  years ;  G.  Herbert  Ide*  one  year;  Heniy  W.  Edwards, 

three  yp;irs. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Dorchest^ir  gave  to  Mius- 
aachusetts  her  first  bishop,  the  lit.  liev.  £dward  Bass, 
S.T.D.  The  late  Bishop  Phillips  Bioolcs  was  coniirmed 
in  St.  Msiy*s  Chnnh,  July  27,  1857,  by  BUhop  Eastbum; 
and  Hie  fixst  puUio  semce  perfonned  by  him  was  in  lead- 
ing tlie  moming  semce  there.  Here,  too,  he  administered 
the  apostolio  rite  of  confirmation  only  a  fow  days  before 
his  death. 

The  Catholic  Society,  the  Pariah  of  St.  Peter,  was 
formed  in  1872,  with  Father  Peter  Ronan,  the  present 
pastor,  at  the  head  of  the  undertaking.     The  land,  on 
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wliich  the  fine  stone  edifice  stands,  was  purchased  from 
Mr.  Williams  at  an  expense  of  about  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  and  was  the  location  of  Captain  John  Percival's 
house,  after  whom  Percival  Avenue  wati  named.  The 
bailding  itwlf  is  <rf  the  Gotiito  style  of  architeotore.  It 
was  erected  at  ah  expense  of  one  hnndied  and  thirly 
thousand  ddlais,  bat  is  now  enlaiely  free  from  debt.  It 
has  a  rich  panel  ceiling  of  wood,  handsomely  decorated, 
and  the  church  contains  three  marble  altars  of  beautiful 
design.  There  is  a  seating  rapacity  of  twenty-five  hun- 
dred; and  the  parish  compiises  some  tifty-five  hundred 
souls.  An  ijiteresting  fact  is  that  the  stone  of  which  the 
church  is  built  was  taken  from  the  lot  on  which  Ike  edi- 
fice now  stands.  In  1885  a  large  lot  of  land  waa  pur- 
chased from  the  late  Nahnm  Capen  of  Mt  Ida,  on  which 
die  piesent  large  brick  parochial  house  was  eieoted,  at  an 
expense  of  about  twmlyofive  thousand  dollars. 

Father  Ronan  was  ordained  at  St.  Joseph's  Seminary, 
in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  1868,  and  preached  in  New  Bedford  for 
nearly  five  years.  He  then  eanie  to  Doichi  ster,  where  he 
been  a  very  earnest  and  successful  pa.stor  since  the 
dinroh  was  estaUisfaed.  Hie  otiier  clergymen  associated 
with  him  at  piesent  ars  the  Bem.  Charles  F.  Qlennen 
and  Thomas  C.  McGhddrick. 

In  connection  with  the  church  history  of  the  town  it  is 
of  interest  to  glance  at  the  "Old  Burying-G round."  in 
which  reposes  the  dust  of  the  early  fathers.  It  is  situated 
at  the  corner  of  Boston  and  Stoughton  Streete,  and  was 
first  laid  out  in  1634,  five  rods  square.  This  was  not  the 
fizst  burying-ground,  the  supposition  being  that  an  earlier 
one  existed  around  tiie  first  meeting-honse,  near  the  comer 
of  the  present  Pleasant  and  Cottage  Streets.  It  is,  how- 
ever, one  of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  in  the  United 
States,  yielding  only  to  Jamestown,  Va.,  in  antiquity  of 
inscriptions.   Its  gravestones  have  fiequentlj  been  con- 
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suited  by  antiquarians  for  historical  and  biographical 
notices,  and  by  the  lovers  of  the  curious  because  of  the 
quaint  inscriptions  to  be  found  thereon.  Several  of  the 
earliest  stones  were  placed  flat  upon  the  ground,  to  pre- 
vent the  wolves  from  devouring  the  bodies  which  lay 
beneath. 

About  1835  Samuel  Downer  devoted  much  time  and 
taste  to  improving  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  monu- 
ments, and  to  cultivating  ornamental  slirubs  and  trees. 
"  The  subscription  to  defray  the  expense  of  such  improve- 
ments," says  a  writer  in  1838,  "  in  the  condition  of  this 
place  of  graves,  though  applied  to  '  garnish  the  sepulchres 
of  the  righteous,'  extended  not  to  '  build  again  the  tombs 
of  the  prophets; '  as  it  was  known  that  of  the  nine  minis- 
ters who,  with  their  flocks,  had  'gone  down  to  the  con- 
gregation of  the  dead,'  tliere  were  only  two  for  whom 
monumenUd  memorials  had  been  raised,  —  namely.  Rev. 
Richard  Mather,  in  1669,  and  Rev.  Josiah  Flint,  in  1680. 
Several  months  ago,  however,  the  descendants  of  the 
Honorable  Moses  Everett  caused  a  tablet  to  be  set  up, 
inscribed  with  his  name  and  those  of  the  deceased  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  on  which  is  mentioned  his  death  in 
1813,  and  that  he  was  in  the  ministry  from  1774  to  1793. 
It  is  also  an  affecting  consideration  that  no  minister  of 
the  town  has  died  in  office  within  one  hundred  and  seven 
i/ears."'  Since  this  was  written,  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall, 
Jr.,  the  Rev,  John  Codman,  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Pike 
have  died  in  office. 

The  author  of  the  little  volume  from  which  the  above 
lines  are  quoted  wjw  a  prominent  figure  to  those  who  wor- 
shipped at  the  First  Parish  Church.  Daniel  Davenport 
began  his  ser>'ice  as  sexton  in  1799,  and  during  his  term 
of  office  officiated  at  no  less  than  fifteen  hundred  and 
ninety-three  funerals.  In  1826  he  published  the  "  Sexton's 
Monitor  and  Dorchester  Cemetery  Memorial,"  which  he 
dedicated  to  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harris,  with  the  wish 
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*^tliat  it  may  be  many  years  before  yoa  or  TOUT  family  may 

need  my  services  in  tliis  .s(ileinn  vocation."  This  little 
book  went  throiitrh  time  editionn. 

Three  years  l>eloie  tlitj  resignation  of  Dr.  Harris,  "Uncle 
Daniel,  ius  ho  is  still  remembered  by  many  of  Dorchester's 
citizens,  asked  him  to  write  an  epitaph;  and  the  worthy 
sexton  dug  a  grave  for  himself,  and  placed  a  atone  over  it 
This  action  did  not  haaten  his  departure,  however,  for  he 
liTed  thirty-three  yeais  longer,  dying  December  24, 1860, 
in  hia  eighty-eighth  year.  It  was  always  a  matter  of 
great  regret  to  Uncle  Daniel  that  he  had  not  lycen  able  to 
serve  in  his  oftirial  cajiacity  one  year  longer,  as  he  would 
then  have  Ixien  sexton  for  fifty  years.  "I  wanted  to 
celebrate  my  jubilee,"  he  used  to  say.  "Dr.  Pierce  had 
hit  jubilee ;  why  wouldn't  ihej let  me  have  mine?** 

From  the  collection  of  inscriptions  on  the  tombs  ol  the 
Old  BniTing^round  contained  in  this  maat^iece  of 
Unde  Daniel,  the  following  are  taken,  together  with  the 
quaint  notes  made  by  the  compiler:  — 

[  On  two  children  lying  in  one  gzave,  covered  with  a  flat 
stone,  but  so  broken  tluit  the  upper  port,  which  probably  bore 
the  name  of  the  parents,  was  gone."] 

Abel,  his  offerin  r  ;iot  cptt'tI  i> : 
His  body  to  the  grave,  Im  soul  to  bUsa< 
In  October  twentj,  and  no  man, 
In  the  ymt  sixteen  hundred  44. 

Submit  .«uhniitti'(l  to  her  hcaTenly  king, 
Being  a  tiower  of  the  eternal  spring ; 
Near  S  years  old  she  died  in  beaTen  to  wait. 
The  yaar  waa  tixlean  hundred  48. 

[  * '  On  Deacon  James  Blake.   Notb. — He  languished  about 
sevm  yeais  with  an  nlceronB  leg,  very  painftal,  hot  at  last  died 
with  an  epidemic  cold,  whidi  carried  off  many  aged  peoi»ku''3 
Seven  rears  ?tron<»  pain  do  end  at  laat. 
His  weary  days  and  nighte  are  past. 
The  way  wna  TOa|^  the  end  b  peace; 
Un  givM  wax  ^  endlew  < 
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[  "  TAkeu  horn  a  stone  wlucb  bad  been  broken  into  forty-five 
piecea."] 

Uere  lies  three  clerks,  their  accounts  are  eveo, 
Entered  on  earth,  carried  up  to  heaven. 

[  Noou  Thie  b  a  very  ingenkMu  lef efuioe  to  Mevoantile 
aflkln,  and  the  baeineeB  of  a  dark  to  alter  aooonnta  In  the  de^ 
hook,  and  ewry  them  vp  to  the  Ledger;  it  is  casting  up  the  reck- 
oning for  Time,  and  striking  the  balance  for  Eternity."] 

Submit  snbmhtad  down  to  dual. 

Her  soul  ascends  up  to  the  just ; 

At  near  —  old  she  did  resign, 

Her  soul 's  gono  to  Christ,  year  '59. 

f  "On  an  ancient  School  Mastor  in  I)()rclje8ter»  wllO  died 
Feb.  24»  1674,  aged  ai.    Written  by  himaelf."] 

WILLIAM  rot  K 

Ho  Puaeoger!  its  worth  thy  paiuH  to  stay, 
And  take  a  dead  man**  kaion  by  the  way. 
I  was  what  now  thou  art,  and  thoa  dialt  be 

Wiat  I  am  now,  what  odds  'twixt  me  and  thee. 
Now  go  thy  way,  but  stay,  take  one  word  more, 
Thy  staff,  for  aught  thou  knowat,  ataadt  next  the  door. 
Death  is  the  door,  the  door  of  heaven  or  hell:— 
Be  waned,  be  arm'd,  beUoTe,  repent*  Farewelll 


la  memofy  of  Mr.  James  Baker,  who  died  Nov.  18,  1776, 

aged  64." 

Preserve  O  grave  inviolate  thy  trust, 
Till  life  divine  reanimates  this  dut. 

**  Gspt  Abcaham  Wlieeler,  died  June  20, 1778,  aged  48." 

How  loved,  how  valued  oace^  availa  thee  not 
To  when  related,  or  by  whom  begob 

*♦  Mr.  Isaiic  Fenuo,  aged  82,  died  1796. * 

O  life,  frail  offspriog  of  a  day, 
*T  is  puff 'd  widi  oee  diort  gasp  away. 
Swift  as  the  short-lived  flower  it  flie% 
It  spriagib  it  blooma,  it  fades,  it  diet. 
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[  *'  Taken  from  the  grave  stone  of  a  child  of  Mr.  Solomon 
■nd  lin.  Bftdiel  Hall,  aged  10  moaHis,  died  1808."] 

Parents  of  children  take  a  last  a^an, 
And  m  mmfe  childrm  of  tfadr  pareato  too. 

[  Taken  from  the  grave  stone  of  William  Wilcox,  (SoutJa 
Bnryiug  ground)  who  died  in  1820,  aged  39."] 

In  boMiM*  diligence  and  care  he  join'd, 
In  ipirit  furvor  with  bis  hope  combin'd, 
With  sacred  truth  his  life  did  well  accord, 
He  serv'd  the  public  while  lie  i>et'v'«i  tlie  Lord. 

This  last  epitaj)li  htis  more  than  passinpf  interest.  It 
seems  that  Mr.  Wilcox  kept  a  tavern  whicli  wiis  situated 
opposite  the  Second  Cliurcli,  where  on  Sundays  before  and 
after  the  services  he  sold  rum  to  his  fellow  church-meu^ 
ben.  In  apite  of  his  calling,  however,  he  was  a  deivout 
wonhipper,  and  believed  that  he  was  fallj  jiastified  in 
combining  his  buainesa  wifli  hia  religion.  When  he  died» 
his  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  Codman,  wrote  the  above  lines 
for  his  epitaph,  which  contain  a  hidden  meaning  not  alto- 
gether clear  without  this  explanation. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  made  tlie  following  beautiful 
allusion  to  the  Old  Kurying-(iround  in  his  oration  at  the 
two  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  anuivei^ary  of  the  settlement 
of  the  town:  — 

The  ancient  burial-ground  hard  by,  with  which  there  are 
few  of  US  who  have  not  some  tender  associations,  upon  whose 
early  graves  mny  yet  be  seen  the  nuissy  unknown  Stones  plsosd 

there  by  the  fii-st  settlere  for  protection  against  the  wolves,  stiU 
attracts  the  antiquary  with  its  quaint  and  learned  inscriptions, 
and  preserves  the  memorj  ,  not  merely  of  '  the  mde  forefathers 
of  the  handett*  bat  of  some  of  the  most  honored  names  in  the 
histoiy  of  Missaehnsetts." 

It  ha.s  been  possibh>  only  in  this  chapter  to  give  the 
histor}-  of  the  firet  rlmrch  .society  in  each  denomination. 
As  the  increasing  number  of  inhabitants  has  reouiied  it, 
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churclies  have  lx?en  built,  so  that  Dorchester  has  no  reason 
to  complain  of  a  lack  of  opportunity  for  worship,  contain- 
ing  within  the  town  limits  some  thirty  distinct  cnganiza- 
tioos.  If  the  early  settlen  could  look  in  upon  the  town 
to^y,  and  see  the  different  ehuxohes  and  the  different 
creeds,  they  would  wonder  how  they  managed  to  get  along 
in  the  olden  days  with  a  single  roof  to  shelter  aJl  belie& 
and  doctrines! 

The  church  history  of  Dorchester,  as  we  have  seen  it  in 
the  preceding  pages,  shows  that  the  descendants  of  the 
early  fathers  have  reason  to  feel  a  thrill  of  pride  that  their 
anoeston  belonged  to  the  study  company  which  laid  the 
eariy  lonndations  of  the  town.  Hiey  were  sometimes 
intoleiant,  they  were  sometimes  nnwise  in  their  interprets 
tion  of  the  Scriptures;  but  they  were  manly,  courageous 
men  and  women,  who  governed  their  lives  according  to 
their  Ijest  enlightenment.  It  is  from  their  religious  life 
rather  than  from  any  other  chunictcristic  that  we  may 
draw  the  truest  picture  of  the  tirst  settlers  of  Good  Old 
Dorchester. 
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V.  have  seeu  in  the  preceding  chapter  that 
the  Church  held  the  first  place  in  the 
afieetioiis  of  the  early  settleiB;  but  the 
institntioii  of  next  unportanee  was  the 
school.  As  soon  as  the  people  had  pro- 
vided sliclter  for  themselma  and  their 
families,  and  had  established  a  form  of  goveniment,  civil 
and  ecclesiastical,  their  next  care  was  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  the  young,  — "  all  being  inspired  with  a 
conuuon  purpose,  namely,  that  in  the  establishment  of  a 
*  State  without  a  king,*  the  people,  in  whom  was  to  rest 
Hie  aorereign  wDl,  ahoold  reoeive  tJie  fiiat  principlea  of 
an  education  euffloient  to  enable  them  to  role  and  to 
gOTem.*** 

Hie  history  of  the  schools  of  Dorchester  has  speoial 
interest  owing  to  the  fact  that  tlie  town  claims  precedence 
in  the  establishment  of  the  tiret  free  public  scliool.  suj> 
ported  by  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people.  Several  otlier 
towns  have  also  claimed  this  distinction,  notably  Charles 
City,  ManliattBii,  Boaton,  Chaikatownt  Salem,  and  Mev^ 
bniy,  and  it  is  interesting  to  draw  oonolnsions  on  the 
aufaject  bgr  examination  of  the  reoordi. 

*  Hon.  Charl«s  T.  Gallagber. 
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A  school  was  established  in  Charles  City,  Virgiaia,  as 
early  as  IBISI ;  but  no  doubt  now  ezists  that  this  waa  purely 
a  private  school,  which  was  sustained  hy  subscription. 
Twelve  yeais  latert  a  Dutch  school  was  started  at  Manhat- 
tan, but  this  was  also  a  private  school.  The  Boston  Latin 
School  was  begun  in  1G35 ;  but  there  Ls  no  evidence  to 
show  that  it  received  the  support  of  the  town  before  1641. 
Cluulestown  passed  a  vote  in  to  piiy  William  With- 

erell  £40  a  year  for  keeping  the  school;  but  evidence  is 
lacking  to  prove  that  this  sum  was  raised  by  taxation,  — 
tiie  first  entry  to  this  effect  being  dated  some  yean  later 
than  1640.  lbs  Bev.  John  Fiske  organised  a  school  at 
Salem  hi  1687;  but  the  fii'st  recognition  of  it  by  tbe  town, 
as  shown  by  the  records,  Ls  under  date  of  Januar^\  1640. 
Newbur}' granted  land  to  Anthony  Somerby  in  1639  "for 
his  encouragement  to  keep  scliool  one  year."  but  it  was  not 
until  1652  tlmt  the  town  actually  voted  to  nusUiin  it. 

We  thus  »ee  that  all  who  lay  claim  to  the  distinction  of 
having  estabUshed  tin  firat  fiiee  public  sdiool,  supported 
bj  direct  taxatioui  with  the  nception  id  Doidiesteri  are 
singularly  lacking  in  evidence  to  prove  thdr  assertions. 
In  striking  contrast,  however,  the  Dorchester  Toami  Rec- 
ords state  definitely  that  on  May  20  (O.  S.>,  1639,  it  was 
ordered  that — 

*'llieie  shalbe  a  vent  of  20<*  yeerely  foren'  imposed  vpon 
Tomsoos  Hand  to  bee  payd  p  eOy  p'son  that  hath  p*prtie  in  the 

said  Hand  according  to  the  p'portion  that  nny  BT]ch  p'son  shall 
fr6  tyme  to  tyme  inioy  and  posesac  there,  and  thi.s  towards  the 
mayotenance  of  a  schoolc  in  Dorchest^  this  i-ent  of  20"  yeerly 
to  bee  payd  to  such  a  scboolemaster  as  shall  undertake  to  teadi 
eni^ish  latin  and  othe'  tongues,  and  also  writing  tlie  sayd  school* 
maste  to  bee  chosen  frO  tyme  to  tyme  p  the  freemen  and  that  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  elders  and  the  7  men  for  the  tyme  bee- 
iug  whether  maydes  shalhe  taught  with  the  boyos  or  not.  For 
the  levying  this  iO"*  yeerely  fro  the  p'ticuler  p'sons  that  ought 
to  pay  that  according  to  this  order.   It  b  farther  ordered  that 
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somme  man  sbulbe  apoynted  p  the  7  men  for  the  tyme  beeing 
to  Receiue  that  aud  refoaall  to  Icvye  that  p  distresse,  and  not 
Qrnctiiig  dtotTBBBB  such  p*80ii  as  bo  n^fdaeth  payment  shall  forfeit 
the  land  he  hath  in  p'^irietia  in  the  sajd  Island." 

The  Hon.  Joseph  White,  in  the  Fortiedi  Annual  Report 
of  tbe  Seoretaiy  of  the  MaasaohusetlB  Board  of  Education, 
lefening  to  this  8ubjeet»  saje : — 

(•This  notable  law,  giving  TOlcei  as  it  did*  to  the  convictions 
and  experience  of  the  people,  was  cvcrj'whcrc  cheerfully  obeyed. 
On  every  side,  aa  the  aucieut  forests  gave  way  before  the  hardy 
pioneers,  in  their  alow  but  Bure  advance  from  the  seaboard  into 
the  interior,  the  raeeting-houae  and  the  st^oolhoose  rase  side 
by  side  with  tibe  log  hats  of  the  setltos,  thos  converting  the 
desolate  plaees  of  the  wilderness  into  the  homes  of  a  Christian 
people,  —  the  '  Bsed-plota '  of  a  higher  and  purer  life  tot  ages 
yet  to  come. 

No  grander  spectacle  is  presented  in  the  history  of  any 
people  tton  that  of  tiiese  ancient  mra,  thns  struggling  for  a 
scanl^  snbsistenoe  amid  the  priTations  and  dangen  of  border 

life,  and  often  for  Itself  against  the  attacks  of  a  stealthy  and 
relentless  foe,  and  yet,  as  if  with  a  projihetic  prevision  of  the 
future,  sparing  no  effort  in  their  deep  poverty,  shrinking  from 
no  sacrifice  of  time  and  money  needful  to  plant  the  pilhir»  of 
the  new  Commonwealth — thehr  beloved  *New  England,'  ae 
they  were  wont  to  call  it — oo  the  everlasting  fonndattona  of 
nniversal  inteli^enoe  and  virtue.** 

The  first  schoolmaster  of  Dorchester  was  the  Rev. 

Thomas  Waterhouse.^  He  was  a  graduate  of  Cambridge 
University,  England,  and  came  to  America  when  the  Eng- 
lish civil  war  broke  out.  He  taught  for  a  sliort  time  in  the 
fii^t  suiioolhouse  built  by  the  town,  after  which  he  returned 
to  England,  where  he  died  in  1680.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  very  useful  man,  of  a  blameless  conversation,  and 
firm  in  Mb  nonHsonformity.**  *  Under  date  of  October 

1  Dr.  Harris  supposed  that  a  Mr.  Coniint  miKht  hftve  pnoeded  Mr. 
Waterhouse,  bat  eridence  ii  lacking  to  eatablUh  the  fact. 
>  ffelmer:  Non-Coofonnisti'  MamorMl,  toL  Ii.  p.  406. 
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81,  1639,  the  Town  Recortk  contaiH  the  foUowiug  eutr^^  lu 
legud  to  Mr.  Waterhonse: — 

It  is  ordered  ttiat  Waterhouse  aball  ha  dispensed  with 
QODMniii^  that  Claooe  <rf  the  oidfir  in  the  Chaise  of  Twenly 
poanda  yaerly,  teat  to  be  payd  for  ToniBcna  Hand  towaida  the 
■koolo :  where  he  is  bound  to  teach  to  write  it  shalbe  left  to  his 
liberty  in  tliat  poynt  of  teaching  to  write,  onlj  to  doe  what  he 
can  conveaieatly  therehi." 

In  1641  Thompeon's  Island  was  directly  conveyed  to  the 
town,  for  the  support  and  establishment  of  the  free  school. 
Tlierc  liad  been  much  difficulty  in  collecting  the  rents  due 
from  the  proprietora  of  the  island,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
property  was  intended  to  make  the  income  more  certain. 
The  document  by  which  the  property  was  given  over 
to  the  town  wm  signed  hj  seventy-one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent  inhahitants,  whose  s^inaluies  axe  given  on  the 
accompanying  pages. 

The  plans  for  the  school  matured  slowly ;  but  in  1646 
wardens  were  appointed  "  to  take  care  &  manage  }■*  affairs 
of  y*  School  :  they  were  to  see  tliat  both  y*  Master  &  Schol- 
ler  performed  their  Duty,  &  to  Judge  of  &  End  any  differ- 
ence that  miglit  arise  between  Master  &  SchoUer,  or  their 
Parents,  according  to  Sundry  Rules  &  Directions  there  set 
down."* 

These  **Toles  and  directtons "  aie  giv«n  in  full  in  tfa« 
Town  Records,  and  are  valuable  as  giving  an  accurate  view 
of  the  education  of  the  early  fathers.  They  read  as 
follows :  — 

"  rj>on  a  gencrall  and  lawful!  warning  of  all  the  Inhabitants 
the  14'"  of  the  1"  inoiioth  1045  tlR-st-  nHos  and  onlers  p'sented 
to  the  Towne  concerning  the  Schoole  of  Dorchester  are  Con- 
firmed by  the  maior  p'te  of  the  Inhabitants  then  p'sent. 

'*Fint  It  is  mdered  that  three  able,  and  saiDDeient  men  of 
the  Plantation  sbalbe  Chosen  to  bee  waidens  or  oQseers  of  the 

I  BltlM't  Annali  of  the  Town  of  Dorcbetter,  p.  17  (1846). 
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Sclioole  aboue  meutiooed  who  shall  haue  the  charge  oueight  aud 
ordering  hereof  and  of  all  tbing*  ooncerneing  the  ianw  in  meh 
manner  aa  ia  heieafter  expveeeed  and  ahall  Continue  in  fhwr 
office  and  place  for  tcmic  of  their  liues  respectiuely,  vulesse  by 
reason  of  any  of  them  Kemouing  his  habitation  out  of  the 
Towne,  or  for  any  other  wei^rhtii'  reason  tlie  Inhabitants  bhaU 
see  cause  to  Elect  or  Chusc  others  iu  their  roouie  iu  which  cases 
and  ypon  the  death  ot  any  of  the  eayd  mutdena  the  Inhabitants 
aiiaU  make  a  new  Election  and  choioe  of  otheia. 

''And  M'.  Howard,  Deacon  Wiswall,  IP.  Atherfeon  axe 
elected  to  bee  the  first  wardeim  or  oQsecrs. 

'*  Secondly,  the  said  Wanicns  Hhall  liaue  full  {>owor  to  dis- 
pose  of  the  Schooie  stoclc  whither  the  Bume  bee  iu  land  or 
otherwyee)  both  aaeh  aa  ia  aheady  in  beeing  and  wasHk  aa  may 
by  any  good  meanea  beereafter  be  added:  and  ahaU  Collect  and 
receiue  the  Rents,  Issues  and  p'fitts  arising  and  growing  of  and 
from  the  sayd  stock.  And  the  n:i\<\  rentn  Tn^iiies  and  b'fits  shall 
imploy  autl  lay  out  only  ft)r  the  best  behoot,  and  advantadge  of 
the  sajd  Schooie;  and  the  furtherance  of  learning  thereby, 
and  ahall  gine  a  f aythfliU  and  true  acooompt  of  there  rec^pta 
and  diabnnementa  ao  often  aa  they  shalbee  thervnto  re^nired 
by  the  Inhabitants  or  the  maior  p'te  of  them. 

Thirdly  the  said  Wanlens  shall  take  care,  and  doe  there 
vtnioet  and  best  endeavor  that  the  sayd  Schooie  may  fro  tjme 
to  ^yme  bee  aupplied  irilh  an  able  and  anflleient  Sohooleniaeter 
who  neQtheleaae  ia  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  place  of  Sdioole- 
master  without  the  Genaiall  oOaent  of  the  Inhabitanta  or  the 
maior  p'te  of  them. 

Fnwerthly  so  often  as  the  said  .Schooie  shalbee  Hnpplied 
with  a  iSchoolem^  —  so  p'vidcd  and  admitted,  as  aforciinyd 
the  waidena  ahall  M  tyia»  to  tyme  pay  or  eanae  to  be  payd  vnfco 
the  aayd  Sdioolani'  each  wagea  oat  of  the  Benta,  laeuea  and 
p'lltta  of  the  Schocle  atot^e  aa  ahall  ot  right  come  due  to  be 
payd. 

"  Fiuethly  the  sayd  wardens  shall  fiotn  tytne  to  tyme  see  that 
the  Schooie  howse  bee  kept  iu  good,  and  sufHcient  repayre,  the 
ohavga  of  which  reparaeioa  ahalbe  defrayed  and  payd  oat  of 
aneh  Benta,  laaoea  and  p'fltta  of  the  Schooie  atock,  if  ttien  be 
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BuflScient,  or  else  of  such  rents  as  8ball  arise  and  grow  in  the 
time  of  the  vacancy  of  the  schoolem'  —  if  ther  bee  any  such 
and  in  defect  of  such  vacancy  the  wardens  shall  repayre  to  the 
7  men  of  the  Towne  for  the  tyme  beeing  who  shall  haue  power 
to  taxe  the  Towne  with  such  some,  or  sommes  as  shal  be  reqai- 
site  for  the  repayring  of  the  Schoole  howse  as  aforesayd. 

'*  Sixthly  the  sayd  Wardens  shall  take  Care  that  eOy  yeere  at 
or  before  the  end  of  the  9"*  moneth  their  bee  brought  to  the 
Schoolhowse  12  suflicient  Cart,  or  wayne  loads  of  wood  for 
fewell,  to  be  for  the  vse  of  the  Schoole  master  and  the  Schollera 
in  winter  the  Cost  and  Chargs  of  which  sayd  wood  to  be  borne 
by  the  Schollers  for  the  tyme  beeing  who  shalbe  taxed  for  the 
purpose  at  the  discretion  of  the  sayd  Wardens. 

*'  Lastly  the  sayd  Wanlens  shall  take  care  that  the  Schoolem' 
for  the  tyme  beeing  doe  faythfuUy  p'forme  his  dutye  in  his 
place,  as  schoolem'*  ought  to  doe  as  well  as  in  other  things  as  in 
these  which  are  hereafter  expressed,  viz. 

"  First  that  the  Schoolem'  shall  diligently  attend  his  Schoole 
and  doe  his  vtmoat  indeavor  for  BcneQtting  his  Schollers  accor- 
ding to  his  best  discretion  without  vunecessaryly  absenting  him- 
self to  the  p'iudice  of  his  schollers,  and  hindering  there 
learning. 

"  2'^  that  from  the  begining  of  the  first  moneth  vntill  the  end 
of  the  7""  he  shall  eQy  day  begin  to  teach  at  seaven  of  the 
Clock  in  the  morning  and  dismisse  his  schollers  at  fyue  in  the 
aftemoone.  And  for  the  other  fyue  moneths  that  is  from 
the  beginning  of  the  8"»  moneth  vntill  the  end  of  the  1 2"»  moth 
it  shall  eOy  day  beginn  at  8"»  of  the  Clock  in  the  morning  and 
[end]  at  4  in  the  afternoon. 

S*'  eQy  day  in  the  yeere  the  vsuall  tyme  of  dismissing  at 
noone  shalbe  at  1 1  and  to  beginn  agayne  at  one  except  that 

"  4'y  euery  second  day  in  the  weeke  he  shall  call  his  schollers 
togeither  betweene  12  and  one  of  the  Clock  to  examin  them 
what  they  haue  learned  on  the  saboath  day  p'ceding  at  which 
tyme  also  he  shall  take  notice  of  any  mistlemeanor  or  disorder 
that  any  of  his  skollers  shall  haue  Committed  on  the  saboath 
to  the  end  that  at  somme  convenient  tyme  due  Admonition,  and 
Correction  may  bee  admistred  by  him  according  as  the  nature, 
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and  qualitie  of  ttie  offence  sbaU  require  at  which  sayd  examina- 
tion any  of  the  elders  or  otfaw  Inhabitants  tliAt  pleaae  may  bee 
Iftoit  to  behokl  hie  rdigiooacan  herein  and  to  giue  their  Goon- 

tenance,  and  ap'pbatiou  of  the  same. 

"5''  hee  aball  e(]ually  nu(\  imitiu-tially  receiuf',  and  instnirt 
such  as  shalbe  sent  aiiU  Coinitted  to  him  for  that  cud  whither 
their  parents  bee  poore  or  nch  not  refusing  any  who  haue  Right 
and  Intereat  in  Hm  Soboole. 

(•  Ipr  inch  aa  shalbe  CoOlitted  to  him  he  shall  diligently  in> 
struct  as  they  shalbe  able  to  leanie  both  in  humane  learning, 
nnd  fjood  literature,  and  llkewysc  in  poynt  of  good  manners, 
and  dutifuU  beha^ior  towards  all  specially  their  sup'iors  as  they 
shall  haue  ocasion  to  l>ee  in  their  p^'seuce  whither  by  meeting 
them  in  the  streete  or  othenvyse. 

<«7^  eQy  e  day  of  the  weeks  at  8  of  the  Clock  in  the  after* 
noone  hee  shall  chatechise  his  schollers  In  the  principles  of 
Christian  rclij^ion,  either  in  some  ChatechiBm  whioL  tbo 
Wardens  shall  p'vidS)  and  p'sent  or  in  defect  thereof  in  some 
other. 

And  beoaoae  all  mans  radeavDrs  witfaont  the  blessing 
of  God  most  needs  bse  fntittesse  and  vnancosssfuU  theirfora  It 
is  to  be  a  cheif  p'te  of  the  stdMN^sm"  rd^bnis  care  to  CoBend 

bis  schollon^  nnd  his  labours  nmonjTst  them  vnto  Got!  by  prayer, 
mominu;  anil  eiiening,  taking  Care  that  his  schoUers  doe  reufiudly 
attend  duriug  the  same. 

**  9^  And  beeanss  the  Rodd  of  Gorrsctfam  is  an  ordinanos 
of  God  necessaxy  aome^ymss  to  bee  dispenssd  ^to  diildren 
but  such  as  may  easily  be  abused  by  oQmnch  seQitie  and  rigour 
on  the  one  hand,  or  by  oil  much  indultj^ence  and  loTiitve  oti  the 
other.  It  is  therefore  ordered  and  agreed  that  the  schoolcmas- 
ier  for  the  tyme  beeing  shall  haue  fall  power  to  minister  Correc- 
tion to  sU  or  any  of  hia  sdiollers  without  respect  of  p^sons 
according  aa  the  natnrs  and  qnalitie  of  the  offence  shall  require 
wherto,  all  hia  schollers  must  bee  duely  subiect  and  no  parent  or 
other  of  the  Inhabitants  shall  hinder  or  fjoe  about  to  hinder  the 
master  therein.  Neuthelesse  if  any  parent  or  others  simll  think 
tlnir  is  iost  cause  of  Complaint  agaynst  the  master  for  to 
mneh  seQitye,  sndi  shall  haue  liberty  f reindly  and  loningly  to 
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cxpoatalate  with  the  master  about  the  same,  aiul  if  they  shall 
not  attayne  to  satisfactioD  the  matter  is  then  to  bee  referred  to 
tiM  waident  who  tball  imp'tially  Judge  betwixt  tlw  mwter  and 
Boeh  Complaynaiits.  And  If  It  Aball  appeare  to  them  that  any 
parmt  shall  make  causelesse  ComplayotH  agaynst  the  m'.  in  this 
bchnlf  and  shall  p'slst  aiul  Coiitiuue  so  doeiug  in  such  case  the 
Wardeud  shall  haue  power  to  di.scburge  the  ni'  of  the  care,  and 
charge  of  the  children  of  such  parents.  But  if  the  thing  Com- 
play  uecl  of  iMe  trae  and  that  the  m'.  haue  indeed  bene  guiltie  of 
ministijiig  ezoesBine  Gorrectioiii  and  shall  appere  to  them  to 
Conti&ae  therein,  notwithstanding  that  they  haue  advised  hhn 
otherwise,  in  such  case  as  also  in  the  case  of  to  much  lenitye ; 
or  any  otlier  great  neglect  t)f  diitye  in  bin  plnne.  p'sisted  In  It 
shulbe  iu  the  power  of  the  Waitleus  to  cuii  the  iuUabitauts  to- 
gether to  Consider  whither  it  were  not  meet  to  disohaige  the 
m'  of  his  place  tliat  so  somme  other  more  desirable  may  be 
p'vided. 

*'  And  because  it  is  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  giue  p'ticular 
rules  that  shall  reach  nil  cases  which  may  fall  out,  therefore  for 
a  Conclusion  It  is  oitleretl,  and  agreed,  in  Generall,  that  where 
p'ticnlar  rales  are  wanting  there  It  shalbe  a  p'te  of  the  office  and 
dntye  of  the  Waidens  to  order  and  ^ipoae  of  all  tilings  that 
Conceme  the  schoole,  in  such  sort  as  in  their  wisedome  and  dis- 
cretion they  shall  Judge  most  Conducible  for  the  glory  of  Oo<l, 
and  the  trayuing  vp  of  the  Children  of  the  Towne  io  religion, 
learning  and  Civilitie.  And  these  orders  to  be  Continued  till 
the  maior  p'te  of  the  Towne  shall  see  cause  to  alter  any  p'te 
thereof. 

**Upon  a  generall  and  lawfuU  warning  of  all  the  inhabitants 
the  l  l"*  of  the  first  ml  IGl.')  tlie  rules  and  onlcrs  aboue  writt(>n 
p'sented  to  the  Towne  Concerning  the  schoole  of  Dorchester 
are  Coafirmed  p  tin  maior  p'te  of  tiie  Inhabitants. 

DsACOit  Wiswot —       i  , 

.  f  chosen  wardens 

Hi  MPHRET  AnintTOR — >  -  .  , 

i  for  the  schoole. 
W.  Howard—  ) 

The  importance  of  these  regulations  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. "The  fathers  builded  better  than  they  knew," 
said  Mr.  Mowry  at  the  Dorchester  Celebration  in  1889; 
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"  priniiirily  tliey  had  in  mind  the  proi>er  nurtiirinp^  of  their 
own  childieu,  but  they  were  laying  important  foundations 
on  which  future  &ges  should  build  a  temple,  at  once  large 
mid  flmmid  and  bdsutif ul/' 

By  tlu8  act,  paned  in  1645,  Robert  Howaxd*  Deacon 
John  WisnraU,  and  Humphrey  Athertom  were  appointed 
membeiB  of  the  fizat  school  committee  in  America.  Mr. 
Howarrl  wa.<5  a  prominent  man  in  tlie  town,  having  served 
as  selectman  for  many  years.  He  came  to  Dorchester  with 
the  second  immigration,  in  1635,  and  received  three  years 
later  a  section  of  land  in  the  tirst  division.  He  was  made 
a  freeman  in  1648.  Deacon  Wiswall  also  came  to  Dor- 
chester in  1686,  and  was  one  of  the  eailieBt  selectmen. 
We  know  little  of  him,  except  that  he  was  one  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  hj  the  town  to  treat  with  the  Indians. 
Humphrey  Atherton  has  already  been  referred  to  at  length 
in  a  preceding  chapter. 

Tlit^  school  wai"dens  were  elected  for  life,  aUhou^'li  the 
town  reservfM]  the  right  to  remove  any  one  of  them  for 
weighty  reiusuus."  They  had  charge  of  everything  which 
pertained  to  the  school,  and  were  expected  to  see  that  the 
regulations  of  Ihe  town  were  adhered  to.  Tlieir  specific 
duties  are  fnlly  expluned  in  the  extiacts  from  the  records, 
quoted  on  the  preceding  page. 

The  use  of  the  word  "free"  as  applied  to  this  first 
puhlic  school  is  apt  to  be  misleading.  A  "free  school"  in 
the  early  days  was  not  an  institution  in  whicli  the  pupils 
were  exempted  from  iiaying  tuition,  but  one  which  was 
free  to  all  elasscs.  iiiis  sanu;  distinction  should  be  made 
in  the  use  of  the  word  "public ;"  for  the  present  system 
of  "free  puUie  schools,**  where  education  is  given  without 
expeoM  to  the  parents,  is  of  a  much  later  date.  ^ 

The  first  schoolhouse  was  situated  on  what  has  been 
known  as  "  Setters*  Street,*'  near  the  comer  of  the  present 

1  WiUiaQ  A.  lfowi7,  Fh.  D.:  Hbtoriod  AddiMw  aX  DomSmMt  CUa- 
bntioo,  1889. 
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Pieikiaut  aud  CotUge  SlrceUs,  and  cousihted  of  a  single 
room*  formed  by  four  wbUb  poorly  oonatniotod,  and  a  roof 
which  bu«ly  did  its  duty.  In  1674  we  find  an  entay  giving 
Ensign  Richard  Hall  the  power  to  see  **t]iat  the  school* 

house  be  repaired  either  by  Clabording  or  ShingL  the 
Roofe."  A  year  later  Daniel  Preston  and  Richard  With- 
ington  were  ordered  to  provide  the  room  with  seats,  and  to 
fit  a  lock  and  key  on  tlie  door. 

It  wa»  iiiitural  tliat  controvei*sy  sliould  have  ariaen  as  to 
the  iitnetitt  of  the  building;  but  it  was  utied  until  1694, 
when  steps  were  taken  to  proTide  more  suitable  accommo- 
dations. A  contract  was  made  with  John  Treecot  to  boild 
a  house  twenty  feet  long  and  nineteen  feet  wide,  witii  a 
ground  floor  and  a  chamber  above,  a  fliglit  of  stairs,  and  a 
chimney.  The  contract  required  the  building  to  be  boarded 
and  clapboarded;  to  be  tilled  up  between  the  studs  ;  tn  he 
fully  covered  with  boards  and  shingles ;  aud  to  be  compieled 
before  September  29, 1694.  As  a  recompense  for  his  work, 
Trescot  was  to  receive  the  glass,  lock  and  key,  hooks  and 
hinges  of  the  old  schoolhoase,  and  J628  in  current  New 
England  money.  The  site  of  this  building,  it  is  supposed, 
was  on  the  hill  near  the  meeting-lioufle,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  Winter  Street.  A  large,  perpendicular  rock 
made  the  principal  part  of  one  end,  and  formed  the  back 
of  the  fire-place. 

The  parents  of  each  child  were  expected  to  provide  the 
school  witli  two  feet  of  wood,  or  two  shillings  and  six- 
pence money,  to  be  delivered  to  the  School  Master  within 
one  month  after  the  29th  of  September,  annually,  or  Uieir 
duldren  to  have  no  privilege  of  the  fire.**  Similar  rules 
were  passed  down  to  1782,  when  Uie  sdiool  was  provided 
with  wood  at  the  expense  of  the  town. 

We  have  seen  in  a  preceding  chapter  *  that  Dorchester 
was  forcefl  to  relinquish  Thompson's  Island  in  1648  to 
John  Thompsou,  the  sou  of  David  Thompson,  from  whom 

>  Aaft  p.  £0. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Vm,}  D0S0HB8TEB  SCHOOLS. 

the  island  received  its  name.  The  town  never  felt  that 
justice  had  been  done  in  the  matter,  and  on  March  8, 1659, 
appointed  a  committee  to  present  their  grievauceiH  Roger 
Clap  and  Hopestill  Foster  being  olioeen.  Thoee  lepiieaen- 
tativea  presented  the  following  petition  to  the  Court:  — 

To  tiie  Hon"*  General!  Court  Now  eaeembled  at  Boston,  the 
petition  of  the  inbalntants  of  Vatdrntst 
Humbly  sbewetii, 
Tliat  wheras  there  was  many  years  since  granted  by  tUa 
court,  as  appears  by  record,  a  Hertaine  Hand  called  Thomsons 
Hand  w*^*'  we  the  said  Inhabitants  posaest  diners  years  and 
hopefull  to  haue  euer  enjoyd  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  o'  selues 
and  posterity  (the  seme  being  giuen  to  and  for  the  maintnaaaee 
of  a  free  sooole  In  Dondiester)  bat  Hie    Band  hath  Un  taken 
from  TS  and  setled  on  others  to  tiie  almost  if  not  totall  ouer- 
throw  of     free  seoole       was  soe  hopefull  for  posterity.  >>oth 
our  owne  and  neibbors  also  who  had  or  might  haue  reaped  ben- 
ifit  thereby. 

"Oar  Hnmble  Bequest  to  this  hon*'  Court  is,  that  yon  woald 
be  pleased  to  reneioe  yo^  fonaw  grant  of  the  said  Band,  mad 

oonfinne  the  same  vnto  vs,  we  conceiuing  we  had  Just  title  ther 
vnto.  or  Elc,  that  yon  would  bee  pleased  to  grant  vnto  vs  one 
thouiiand  acliors  of  land  In  some  conuenient  place  or  places  (for 
the  end  afo''sd,  namly,  the  maintenance  of  o'  dijng  scoole) 
where  we  shall  And  it,  and  in  the  ooorta  power  to  grant  the 
same,  and  y*  petition"  shall  pray,  &e. 
Dor:  18:  8.  [Ootober,]        Roger  Clap, 

1659:  Hopestill  Fostki 

name  and  by  order  from 
y*  towne." 

As  a  result  of  this  petition,  the  Court  granted  the  town 
a  tract  of  one  thonsand  acres  of  land,  the  income  from 
which  was  to  be  approiniated  towards  maintaining  the 
sobool.  It  was  not,  however,  until  nearly  sixty  years  later 
that  this  land  was  selected  and  laid  out;  the  tract  being 
located  in  1718,  in  what  later  became  Lnnenbuig,  in 
WoEoeater  County. 

IT 
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The  town  wiBely  decided  not  to  wait  for  the  land  appro- 
priated  by  the  Court  to  be  laid  ont,  but  in  1667  appropriated 
aaother  one  thousand  aciea,  from  which  the  school  might 
draiire  a  more  speedy  benefit.    In  1662  Roger  Clap^ 

Hopestill  Foster,  William  Sumner,  and  John  Minot  were 
appointed  to  select  the  land  for  this  pui'pose.  Tliey  chofio 
three  hundred  acres,  "  beginning  at  that  place  Avhere 
Dedham  and  Dorchester  line  doe  meet  with  Ne])onset 
River,  and  so  to  come  down,  as  far  as  800  acres  will 
extend,  both  in  length  and  breadth,  us  tlie  couveniencj 
of  the  land  will  afford  when  it  is  layd  out  by  measure.** 
Hie  balance  of  the  land  was  not  lud  out  until  forty  yean 
later.  In  166B  it  was  voted  ishat  this  land  should  never 
be  alienated  to  any  other  use,  nor  sold,  nor  any  part  of 
it,  but  be  reserved  for  the  maintenance  of  a  Free  School 
in  Dorchester  forever."  In  s]»ite  of  this  injunction,  how- 
ever, the  land  was  later  disposed  of,  the  sums  realized 
tJierebj  being  devoted  to  its  proper  use. 

The  early  settlers  took  great  personal  interest  and  pride 
in  their  school,  and  gave  liberally  to  its  support  The 
earliest  pit  was  a  legacy  from  John  Clap  in  1655.  This 
land,  situated  at  South  Boston  Point,  was  sold  in  1885 
for  $13,590.62.1  Another  bequest,  made  by  Christopher 
Gibson  in  1G74,  now  amounts  to  more  than  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  3  ielding  a  yearly  ineome  of  fourteen  hundred 
dollars,  and  much  of  the  laiul  is  still  held  in  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  schools.  The  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  which  Lieutenant^ovemor  Stoughton  contributed 
towards  the  support  of  the  schoolmaster,  haa  now  grown  to 
be  more  ihan  five  thousand  doUam.  John  Gomel,  Hope- 
still  Foster,  and  Governor  James  Bowdoin  also  contributed 
to  the  support  of  the  school. 

We  have  learnt^d  in  a  preceding  chapter  of  Governor 
Stoughton  ;  and  now  let  us  glance  at  Christopher  Gibson, 
who  did  so  much  tu  encourage  the  early  establishment  of 

*  8aflblk  Deedt,  lib.  992.  CoL  170. 
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learinng.  He  came  to  Dorchester  in  1C30,  and  applied  for 
freemanship  in  October  of  that  year,  remaining  in  Doi^- 
cbe8ter  until  about  1040,  wheu  he  removed  to  Boston,  and 
became  one  of  the  foimden  of  fhe  North  Ciiurch.  He 
was  a  Map4)oiler  by  lande,  and  appeam  to  have  been  a  man 
of  .diatinction  in  the  aetdement.  He  waa  a  selectman  in 
1G36,  1638,  and  1642,  and  tilled  various  other  offices  at 
different  times.  In  his  will,  which  was  Mrritten  in  1674, 
he  directed  that,  if  anything  remained  after  the  Rettlement 
of  his  estate,  his  executors  should  purchase  some  estate  for 
the  ''promoting  of  learning  in  the  town  of  Dorchester." 
In  obedience  to  these  directions,  Daniel  Preston,  the  sur- 
viving executor,  pnrchased  twentjr<«x  acres  of  land,  at 
Smelt  Brook,  for  one  hundred  and  four  pounds,  and 
deeded  the  same  to  the  selectmen  of  Dorchester,  February 
6,  1693,  in  the  following  terms:  namely,  **To  Enoch  Wis- 
well,  Samuel  Robinson,  John  Tolman,  James  Bird,  and 
Increase  Sumner,  as  trustees  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being, 
and  to  their  successors  and  assigns  forever  in  the  same 
place,  tiust,  and  office,  to  and  for  the  only  sole  use  and 
purpose,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  schools  of  learning  in 
the  town  of  Dorchester,  and  to  and  for  no  other  use,  intent, 
or  puipoee  whatsoever,  absolutely  without  any  manner  or 
condition,  redemption  or  revocation  m  any  wise." 

When  Dorchester  was  annexed  to  Boston  these  funds 
were  given  over  to  the  city;  but  the  income  from  the 
Gibson  fund  is  appropiiated  to  supply  the  Dorchester 
schools  with  library  lKK*ks  and  apparatus  such  as  are  not 
supplied  by  Boston,  and  the  interest  on  the  Stoughton 
fond  is  credited  annually  to  the  appropriation  for  salaries 
q£  school  instroctois. 

While  the  Gibson  land  was  in  the  possession  of  the  town 
of  Dordiestar  it  seems  that  the  trust  was  faithfully  carsd 
for}  as  when,  some  forty  years  ago,  the  office  of  the  town 
treasurer  was  hroken  into,  and  a  bond  to  the  value  of  one 
thousand  dollars  beiouging  to  the  Gibson  fund  was  stolen. 
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the  town  promptiy  made  good  the  loss,  it  has  been  Itli 
by  many,  however,  that  the  eitjr  of  Boeton  has  not  made 
the  moet  of  thu  land.  Mr.  Amos  B.  Storer,  in  an  addzesa 
before  the  Doreheater  Imi»ovement  Aaaootatioii,  expreaaed 
llug  feeling  whmi  he  aaid:  — 

*»The  Gibaon  field  ia  need  by  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  liiddle- 

aex  counties  for  base  ball,  foot  ball,  fruit  stealing,  and  gaiwnl 
profanity,  —  a  kind  of  learning  which  Christopher  Gibson  never 
contemplated.  There  never  was  a  more  flagrant  violation  of  a 
most  sacred  trust  liiuu  iu  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  tiiis 
land  for  the  laat  twenty  years.  It  ahoold  have  jielded,  and 
mig^t  have  ^eldedt  fifteen  hnndied  doUaa  to  the  achocda  of 
Dofdwatar." 

A  recoid  of  the  town,  dated  May  8,  1692,  reads  aa 
follows:  ^'Samiid  Clap,  Samud  Topliff,  and  Hopestill 
Clap,  select  men,  received  of  Joseph  Capin  a  Latin  Book 
which  doth  belong  to  tlie  town,  and  delivered  said  book  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Lord,  sclu»uliniuster,  to  Ije  improved  for  the 
benefit  of  the  school,  and  said  Lord  is  to  deliver  it  to  some 
of  the  select  men  when  he  leaves  the  school  in  Dorchester.*' 
This  Latin  Book'*  waa  a  copy  of  Cooper'a  '^llieaaunis 
Romann  et  Britannicaa,**  and  waa  presented  to  the  Dorches- 
ter aohool  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather  in  1669,  aa  ia  proved 
by  a  memorandum  on  the  margin  of  one  ol  its  leaves. 
This  book  is  remarkable  in  many  ways  besides  its  anti- 
quity. No  less  than  eight  or  nine  successive  generations  of 
children  liave  received  instruction  from  this  identic;!!  vol- 
ume. The  author  says:  "A  studious  young  man,  with 
small  paines,  by  the  helpe  of  this  booke  may  gather  to 
himself  good  fornitore  both  of  words  and  approved  phrases 
and  fashions  of  apeaking  for  anything,  that  he  shall  eyther 
write  or  speake  of,  and  ao  make  onto  his  use,  as  it  were,  a 
oommon  place  booke  for  such  a  purpose,  so  that  those  who 
vmh  may  by  their  owne  labour,  without  instruction  or 
helpe  of  nuii-^ters,  traveyle  to  attain  the  knowledge  of  the 
Latane  tongue."    The  title-page  is  all  that  is  missing  in 
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tlus  famous  copy  of  the  book,  and  this  was  replaced  by  a 
fac-simile  ma  b  by  William  B.  Trask  from  the  copy  in  the 
Boston  Atheueeum.  In  it  are  written  many  of  tlie  names 
of  the  early  teachers  in  the  Dorchester  scliools,  the  earliest 
entries  being  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Key.  Dr.  Harris. 
For  more  than  two  hundred  years  it  nmained  in  the  poa- 
Besnon  of  the  Mather  School,  the  direct  descendant  of 
the  fint  school;  bnt  hem  that  point  no  traee  ci  it  can 
be  found.  Another  copy  of  the  book  is  in  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  bearing  the  date  of  1578 ;  and  a  third,  in  the 
library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  printed 
two  years  later,  contains  autograplLs  of  Adam  Wintlirop, 
—  father  of  the  elder  Governor  Winthrop,  —  Governor 
Winthrop  himself,  and  also  that  of  his  son,  John  Win- 
thiof^  who  afterwards  became  Governor  of  Connecticnt 

In  1726  the  inhabitants  of  the  south  precinct  petitioned 
the  town  to  continue  a  reading  and  writing  school  among 
them.  Five  Teats  later  two  schools  were  asked  for,  hot 
the  request  ^vas  not  granted. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  just  Avhen  the  second  school- 
house  was  built;  but  the  first  reference  we  fiiul  to  it  is  in 
1759.  It  was  situated  on  the  present  Hancock  Street,  and 
was  a  low  building  with  a  pitched  roof.  The  room  itself 
was  square,  haTing  on  three  sides  seats  for  the  boys  with 
desks  opposite.  On  the  other  side  of  these  desks  was  an 
additional  row  of  seats,  so  that  the  pupils  studied  facing 
each  other.  The  master  stationed  himself  at  a  large  table 
in  the  centre  of  the  room.  As  a  proof  that  pood  order 
was  preserved,  we  have  the  testimony  of  Deacon  James 
Iluinphreys,  who  sa^-s :  "  I  once  stood  on  the  place  where 
the  boys  were  writing,  having  my  book  on  the  shelf,  and 
read  through  the  general  E^sfle  of  Saint  James  without 
being  interrupted  by  the  Master,  and  not  much  by  the 
boys." 

In  1771  a  new  schoolhouse  was  built  on  Meeting-House 
HiU,  which  was  afterwards  removed,  and  made  orer  into  a 
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dwelling-liouse,  which  is  still  standing.  Within  the  next 
few  years  schools  were  establishes!  at  Sqiuiiitiim,  Dorches- 
ter Neck,  on  the  *'  upper  countiy  road,"  on  the  lower  road, 
and  in  the  "  south  end  of  tlie  town." 

In  these  modem  dayB  we  ate  apt  to  f oiget  the  inferior 
poeition  fonaeily  held  by  women;  jet  it  is  a  &et  that 
until  1784  girlB  were  not  considered  worthy  the  same 
privileges  allowed  tlie  hoys  as  regards  educatton.  In  tliat 
year  the  town  voted  "that  such  Girls  as  can  read  in  a 
Psalter  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Oraniraar  School  from  tlie 
first  Day  of  June  to  tlie  iirst  Day  of  October."  Before 
this  time  the  girls  had  received  what  education  their 
paientfi  considered  necessary  for  them  at  home,  the  priuci» 
pal  part  of  whidi  was  from  the  Aaaembly's  Catedhism. 
On  one  affcemoon  each  year  giris  were  admitted  to  the 
pnbtic  school  at  the  general  cateohiaing,  and  they  were 
expected  to  answer  at  Imst  two  questions.  It  is  said  ^toA 
the  master  took  pains  to  propound  the  most  difficidt  ques- 
tions to  the  girls,  in  order  that  the  l>enefits  the  boys 
received  from  his  instruction  miglit  Ije  more  apj^arent. 
There  liad  been  wliat  were  known  as  "dame  schools,"  where 
tlie  girls  were  taught  reading  and  spelling,  sewing  uud 
embroideriiig,  aad  taught  to  make  sampKen;  but  writing, 
aritlmietiot  grammar,  and  gec^;raphy  were  brancbee  of 
leamii^  whidi  were  considered  entirely  sup^oons  to  the 
female  mind. 

In  1792  we  find  the  first  entry  on  the  Town  Records  in 
regard  to  the  number  of  children  in  the  town  under  tif  teen 
yeai-s  of  age.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  dividing  the  town  into  wards,  in  order  to 
make  better  provision  for  schools.  They  reported  that 
there  were  "177  children  north  of  the  meeting-house, 
including  Dorchester  neck;  &om  sud  meetii^houBe  to 
Mr.  Jonathan  Pieret  *s  on  the  lower  road,  including  said 
Piercers,  92 ;  from  Mr.  Thomas  Leed*s  to  Mr.  John  Cai>en, 
junr.,  &  to  Mr.  Jolm  Dolbeare^s,  inclusiye.  111 ;  from  Mr. 
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Abraham  Pierce's  to  Roxbuiy  line,  on  tlie  upper  road  and 
other  partii  adjacent,  172;  total,  562  children/* 

The  town  ww  divided  the  May  following  into  four 
aoliool  wards,  £20  being  appropriated  towaids  maintaining 
tbe  school  in  eadi  ward.  In  1798  it  was  ozdeied  that  two 
of  these  four  schools  should  be  grammar  schools,  one  of 
which  was  to  be  sitaated  near  the  meeting4iouse,'*  and 
also  that  "the  grammar  schools  be  open  for  girls  six 
months  in  the  summer."  On  reconsidering  these  votes, 
however,  it  was  decided  to  liave  1  grammar  school  near 
the  moetiug-houae,  aud  that  uo  girla  be  allowed  to  go 
to  if 

In  1797  the  town  established  an  annual  sdiool  "near 
the  meeting-house,**  and  another  "at  the  house  used  as  a 
school  house  in  the  upper  road."  Four  sdiools  for  girls 
were  also  established  to  be  kept  during  Uie  summer  seas(»i, 
and  the  pupils  were  to  "  go  to  the  two  schools  that  are  to 
be  kept  during  the  year  at  different  hours,  as  the  Selectmen 
shall  determine."  During  the  next  year  the  "  new  hnck 
schoolhouso"  was  built,  "neartlie  meeting-hou^je."  This 
afterwards  became  the  present  Mather  School. 

Let  us  pause  at  the  beginning  of  this  nineteenth  century, 
and  take  a  look  ])ackward  at  tiie  early  t*iachers  ^  in  the 
Dorchester  schools,  —  at  the  wortliy  successors  of  tlie  Kev. 
Thomas  Waterhouse.  The  second  schoolmaster  of  the 
town  WHS  Heniy  Butler,  who  taught  as  earlj  as  1648*  He 
receiyed  his  msster's  degree  from  Cambridge  Universit^r, 
aud  came  to  this  countiy  because  of  his  non-conformity. 
He  afterwards  returned  to  EIngland,  where  he  entered  upon 
the  ministry ;  but  he  suffered  much  from  persecution  and 
fine8,  because  of  his  non-conformist  ideas.  He  died  in 
169(5,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

'  Tlie  facts  in  rp^anl  to  the  early  scliooImHtters  are  chiefly  taken  from 
Saviige'8  Genealogical  Dictionary ;  tlie  Mais.  Hist  Coll.,  vol.  ix. ;  and  from 
tbe  chapter  on  tite  lal^Mt  In  Ui*  Hiitorjr  «t  DMcbMtar  (1809)  mittm  )^ 
WiUktn  B.  Tra«k. 
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The  successor  of  Mr.  Butler  was  Ichabod  Wiswall,  who 
was  bom  in  DonUiester  in  1687.  He  entered  Harvard 
College  in  1654,  just  at  the  time  when  Ibe  number  of 
jean'  lesidenoe  required  for  a  degree  was  lengthened  from 
three  to  four  years.  Mr.  Wiswall,  together  with  several 
other  mcmlxjrs  of  his  cla«s,  left  college  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  thus  losing  liis  degree.  He  seenis  to  have  taught  in 
the  Dorchester  school  while  at  college,  for  under  date  of 
February  8,  1655,  is  found  the  following  contract  between 
him  and  the  selectmen :  — 

First,  that  Ichabod,  w*"  the  Consent  of  his  Father,  shall 
ftcm  Hie  7lh  erf  March  next  Ensuinge,  vnlo  the  end  of  time 
fitll  yean  from  tlienoe  be  eompieate  and  ended,  instnicte  and 

teach  in  a  free  Sohoole  in  Dorchester  all  aoch  Cheldren  as  by 
the  Inhabitants  shall  be  Committed  vnto  his  Care,  in  English, 
Latine  and  Grenko  as  from  time  to  time  the  Cheldren  shall  he 
Capable,  and  uUso  iDstmct  them  in  writinge  as  bee  shall  be 
aUet  w^  la  to  be  vndevitood  audi  Cheldren  aa  are  ao  fare 
ent^  all  redie  to  knowe  there  Letera  and  to  spell  aome  what; 
and  alao  prooided  tiie  achuole  bowse  frcmi  time  to  time  be  kept 
in  mxvl  order  and  comfortable  for  a  man  to  jibide  in,  both  in 
Boraer  and  in  Winter,  by  proniding  Fire  seasonably,  so  tbat  it 
may  neather  be  preiudiciall  to  master  nor  Scholar  —  and  in  cause 
of  palpable  neglect  and  matter  of  CSomplaint,  and  not  reformed, 
It  ahall  not  blade  the  m'  to  Endanger  hm  health. 

**Seeondly,  that  the  Selectmen  of  Dciehester  shall,  from 
yeare  to  ycarc,  every  yeare  paye  or  cause  to  be  paid  vnto 
Icabod  or  his  Fatlu-r  by  hi«  Aj^sienment  the  full  somme  of 
Twentie  Five  Pounds,  two  tiurdea  in  wheate,  pease,  or  barley, 
msrcfaantaUe,  and  mw  thiide  in  Indian,  att  or  bef<we  the  llxat 
of  M aidi,  dmringe  the  three  yeana,  yMily,  at  price  Currant, 
w«»  is  to  be  vndemtoode  the  price  the  gcneraU  Court  ahaU 
from  time  to  time  appoint." 

Mr.  WisNvall  probably  taught  school  in  Dorchester  for 

three  or  four  ^-cars,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  to 
Duxbury,  occupying  at  the  same  time  the  positions  of 
minister  and  schoolmaster  In  that  town.   In  lb89  he  went 
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to  Eugland  as  agent  for  the  Plymouth  Colony;  but  he 
resuncld  Ida  ministeiial  dutias  on  lus  xetnm.  He  died 
at  Dnxbuiy,  July  28, 1700. 

William  Pole  vaa  the  foortih  aehoolmaater  of  the  town. 
He  came  to  Dorchester  in  1630,  and  afterwards  went 
to  Taunton.  He  returned  to  Dorchester,  however,  and 
taught  school  from  1659  until  1668.  Besides  his  service 
to  the  town  aa  an  instructor  of  the  young,  Mr.  Pole  occu- 
pied the  position  of  "Clerk  of  y*  Writs  &  liegister  of 
Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  iu  Dorchester  about  10 
years."   He  died  Feliniary  25,  1674. 

The  next  master  of  the  Dorchester  eebool,  Hope  Ather- 
ton,  waa  giaduated  at  Harvard  College  when  nineteen 
years  of  age.  He  taught  in  Dorchester  duxing  the  yean 
1668-69,  resigning  Ins  position  to  accept  a  call  to  the 
ministry  at  Hattield.  In  1676  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atherton 
served  as  cliai)lain  under  Captain  Turner  in  his  expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians,  near  Greenfield.  It  waa  during 
this  service  that  Mr.  Atherton  passed  through  the  most 
peculiar  incidents  and  exposures  which  finally  caused  his 
death.  After  tlie  famous  FaUs  Fight "  he  was  separated 
from  the  army  during  tlie  confusion  of  retreat.  All  night 
Mr.  Atherton  wandered  up  and  down  among  the  enemies* 
tents ;  yet,  nuieli  to  his  surprise,  his  prssme  did  not 
appear  to  be  discovered. 

On  the  next  day  captivity  seemed  In^ttcr  than  starva- 
tion, so  ho  boldly  offered  himself  to  the  Indians  as  a 
prison«r.  Much  to  his  hvRrildeiment»  they  made  no 
answor  to  his  proposal,  and  when  he  moved  towards 
them,  lliey  fled  in  gieat  fear.  Witii  affaiis  in  this  stiange 
condition,  Mr.  Atherton  started  down  the  river;  and  after 
suffering  much  finm  fatigno  and  hunger  he  reached  Hat- 
field, where  he  1  in  1t>77.  The  only  exjtlanation  of 
the  Indians'  strange  conduct  in  avoiding  him  is  that  it 
was  due  to  their  religious  superstitions,  beUeving  him  to 
be  the  colonists'  God. 
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John  Foster,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Atherton,  besides  being 
one  of  tlie  most  popular  schoolmasters,  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.    He  was  the  son  of  Cap- 
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tain  Hopestill  Foster,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1667.  He  taught  in  the  Dorchester  school, 
it  is  thought,  during  the  years  1669-74.  In  1675  Mr. 
Foster  opened  a  printing  office,  which  was  the  first  in 
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Boston.  The  iiist  book  wan  mued  from  this  pi-ess  in 
1676,  and  the  last  m  1680,  the  enterprise  being  checked 
by  his  untimelj  death.  Whila  at  college  and  in  later 
U^,  Mr.  Foster  was  famous  for  die  knowledge  he  acqoued 
in  astronomy ;  and  he  employed  a  laige  part  of  his  tune  in 
ualdngt  calonlating,  and  pub- 
lishing almanacs.  In  the  last 
one  he  published,  whicii  was  for 
the  year  1681,  "he  annexed  an 
ingenious  dissertation  on  comets  seen  at  Boston  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1680.'*  This  year,  according  to  a  more 
leoent  writer,  was  a  remarkable  one  for  oomets ;  the  trail 
of  one  of  them  readiing  from  near  the  horizon  to  tlie 
zenith,  oauaing  the  good  people  of  the  town  no  small 
amount  of  anxiety. 

Mr.  Foster  was  furtlier  famous,  according  to  Rlake,  as 
being  the  one  "that  made  the  then  Seal  or  Arms  of  y* 
Colony,  namely  an  Indian  witli  a  Bow  &  Arrow,  &c.'* 
There  seems,  however,  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  this 
point,  as  Dr.  Pieroe  gives  Jobn  Hull,  the  mint  master, 
the  credit  for  tlie  design.  It  is  probable  that  Blake  con- 
founded  the  tngnmn^  of  the  seal  for  printing  widi  tbe 
actual  desijT^n.  However  that  may  be,  the  original  ailver 
aeal  of  the  Miissachusetts  Company  in  England  was  sent 
over  to  Governor  Endicott  in  1629.  This  was  used  imtil 
Andros  became  governor,  in  1686,  which  was  al>out  five 
years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Foster.  It  is  probaMe  tliat 
the  seal  was  restoitid  in  1689,  after  Governor  Andros  was 
deposed,  and  put  aside  again  in  1692  when  flie  second 
charter  substituted  the  province  sesl.  Tb»  colony  seal 
was  adopted  in  1776,  and  five  jeais  later  the  present  State 
seal.  A  writer  on  this  subject  designates  these  five  seals 
as  the  "first  charter,"  "usurpation,"  "second  charter," 
"revolution,"  and  "constitution"  seals.  From  this  it 
would  seem  probable  that  neither  Foster  nor  Hull  drew 
the  first  design,  but  simply  reproduced  in  wood  or  metal. 


814 


GOOD  OIJ>  D0BCHX8IKB. 


A  handsome  gravestone  caiiies  out  the  last  desire  of 
the  acoomplbhed  aehixilmwter,  and  prodainis  to  postexitjr 
the  virtues  aad  aohieveiiients  of  the  deeeaaed.  The  fbob- 
flioiie  beaxs  the  ezpraBsive  quotatioii  bam  Ovid :  **  An  flU 
soft  Census  Erat,*'  —  **  Skill  was  his  oash."  His  dofttffe 
occurred  September  9,  1681. 

It  seems  strange  in  these  days,  when  there  are  ten  ap- 
plicants for  every  vacancy  in  a  scIjooI,  tluit  the  selectmen 
of  Dorchester  should  have  haci  quite  a  dilhcult  tsL^k  to 
find  a  single  candidate  for  Mr.  Foster's  position.  WiUiam 
Sunuier  and  Deacon  Blake  wrae  appointed  to  make  in- 
quiiies  to  that  end;  but,  in  spite  of  a  Cuthfnl  peifonnance 
of  their  duties,  no  schoolmaster  was  found.  The  records 
show  that  later  Ensigne  Hall  was  desiered  and  appirfnted 
to  enquier  after  a  Schole  Master."  A  word  of  encourage- 
ment is  also  added  to  this  entry,  that  ^^some  say  ther  may 
be  one  at  bridgwater." 

As  a  result  of  the  endeavors  of  the  committee,  in  1680 
James  Minot  was  procured  to  teach  the  school;  but  his 
stay  was  fari^.  The  next  year  William  Denison  succeeded 
lum.  Both  these  men  were  graduates  of  Harvard  College, 
and  both  were  members  of  well-known  families ;  the  latter, 
however,  residing  within  the  Roxbury  limits. 

John  Williams  was  another  school-teacher  who,  while 
living  in  Koxbury.  closely  identified  liimseif  with  Dor- 
chester affairs,  lie  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1683.  iiis  services  as  teacher  in  the  public  school 
extended  over  the  years  168^  and  1686,  until  he  was 
ordained  in  1686  as  the  first  minister  of  Deerfield.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  it  was  no  unusual  thing  for  a  schoolmaster 
to  desert  his  scholars  to  enter  the  wider  field  of  preaching. 
This  is  not  remarkable  when  it  is  remembered  that  these 
tAvo  c  lasses  of  men  were  those  who  commonly  received  a 
liberal  education,  and  were  thus  qualified  to  adopt  either 
preaching  or  teac  hinfr  as  they  prefernMl.  Mr.  Williams  at 
his  new  post  ui  duty  passed  tluough  a  most  terrible  ex- 
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perieuce  at  the  taking  of  Deerfield  hy  the  French  and 
Indians.  He  waB  taken  ptiaoner  with  hia  entire  family* 
and  oairied  to  Canada.  There  he  was  kept  in  captivity 
for  neatly  two  jean,  during  wbieh  period  every  effort  waa 
made  to  oonTWt  himself  and  his  family  to  Catholicism. 
With  the  exception  of  his  little  daughter  Eiuiice,  who 
was  but  ten  years  old,  all  stubbornly  resisknl ;  and  w  hen 
they  were  redeemed  in  1706,  they  were  proud  in  their 
Btrength.  The  little  Eunice,  however,  had  l>een  won  over 
by  the  French  fathers,  and  no  sum  of  money  would  be 
accepted  for  her  ranaom.  She  remained  in  Canada,  there- 
fore, forgetting  her  native  language  and  her  people,  and 
finally  married  one  of  the  Indians  among  whom  ahe  con- 
atantly  was.    Mr.  WiUiama  died  in  1729. 

Jonathan  Pierpont,  the  next  teacher,  took  his  degree  at 
Harvard  when  twenty  years  of  age.  He  began  tracking 
immediati!ly,  but  a  year  later  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  predecessoi-s,  and  entered  the  ministry.  After  twenty 
years  preaching  at  lieading,  Mr.  Pierpont  died  in  1709. 

Edward  MiUa,  Mr.  Fieipont'a  auccessor,  waa  a  claaamate 
of  hia  at  Harvard  College*  He  taught  the  aohool  until 
1692,  resigning  hia  poaiti<m  in  Dorchester  to  continue  hia 
tMching  in  Boston.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the 
famous  Captain  Richard  Davenport,  who  was  the  standard- 
bearer  of  the  company  of  which  Kndicott  was  the  com- 
mander at  the  time  wlieu  he  cut  the  red  cross  from  the 
flag  as  a  relic  of  Popish  suj^erstition.  Mrs.  Mills's  given 
name  was  Truecross,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
Captain  Davenport  sided  with  Us  testy  commander. 

After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Mills  another  Bbrvard 
giadoate,  this  time  of  the  class  of  1691,  was  invited  to 
fill  the  vacant  echoolmaster's-shoes.  Joseph  Lord  was  but 
nineteen  3'pars  old  at  the  time;  but  he  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion during  the  three  years  lie  served.  It  is  probable  that 
he  would  have  remained  at  the  he.ad  of  the  school  longer, 
had  he  not  been  called  away  for  more  arduous  labor.  It 
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was  just  at  tliiB  time  tiist  ^  ehnidi  was  gathenag  ui 
DarabeBtor  to  move  to  SoutJi  Caroiina;  and  Mr.  Lord  was 
ordained  as  thor  pastor*  Here  he  remained  for  mora  tlun 
twenty  yeera,  when  be  moved  to  Chatham,  dying  there 
after  a  long  pastorate  of  twenty-eight  years. 

John  Robinson,  who  \\tu?  born  in  Dorchester  in  1G75, 
then  took  charge  of  the  school  for  one  year.  His  temi  as 
a  teacher  wius  wry  brief;  but  he  served  a  long  and  faithful 
period  as  minitiler  at  Duxbuxy,  and  uiarrieil  a  daughter  of 
the  old  scluKdmaster,  Ichabod  Wiswall.  He  was  succeeded 
hy  John  Swift,  who  also  taught  but  a  short  toe* 

Richard  Billings  was  gmdnatod  at  Harvard  College  in 
1698.  He  took  charge  of  the  school  immediately  after 
his  graduation,  and  CjMitinued  teaching  for  two  years.  In 
1704  Mr  Billings  was  ordained  minister  at  Little  Comp- 
ton,  K.  I.,  where  lie  became  one  of  tlje  most  popular 
clt  rgynien  of  his  time.  He  wits  extremely  courteons  and 
gracious  iu  hL>  bearing  toward  every  one,  and  rendered 
himself  as  agreMUe  as  he  was  usefol.  His  knowledge  of 
medicine  was  of  much  value  to  his  parishioneis,  who  had 
great  confidence  in  their  beloved  minister's  powers  to 
minister  to  their  physical  as  well  as  spiritual  welfare. 
The  town  of  Little  Compton  was  the  rendezvoun  of  many 
Sogkonate  Indians,  who  became  so  attached  to  Mr.  Bill- 
ings that  at  his  suggestion  they  organized  a  i^hurch  of  their 
own,  and  assembled  in  an  orderly  manner  once  a  month  to 
listen  to  Mr.  Billings's  teaching.s.  It  is  even  said  tluit  their 
t^quaw  sachem,  Awashonks,  expressed  a  strong  desiie  to 
have  Mr.  Billings  become  the  sachem-consort  of  the  tribe, 
and  was  much  surprised  and  mortified  to  learn  that  he 
preferred  the  position  he  then  held.  Mr.  Billings  died 
in  1748. 

The  next  teacher  in  tlie  "  free  sehoole  "  was  Samuel 
Wibwall,  who  was  graduated  at  IIai*vard  College  in  ir»9l. 
Mr.  Wiijwail  was  a  close  student  and  an  earnest  worker, 
occasionally  preaching  in  addition  to  bis  regular  duties  as 
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schoolmaster.  In  1705  he  embarked  on  a  ship  in  the 
capacity  of  chaplaiit,  aiid  together  with  all  on  boaid  was 
taken  captive  by  the  Spaniards*  and  oanied  to  MarliniiMi. 
Hexe  he  piissed  through  a  teniUe  riokness,  finally  recover- 
ing enough  to  letnm  to  America.  He  then  officiated  as 
pastor  in  Nantucket,  and  later  in  Edgartown,  until  his 
unexpected  death  December  23,  1746. 

The  followint^  item  in  the  accounts  of  the  town  for 
1706  IB  the  oidy  proof  we  have  that  Elijah  Danforth 
Uuight  the  Dorchester  school  for  a  time:  "Paid  to  Mr. 
Danforth,  schoolmaster,  X15."  He  was  also  a  physician 
of  no  litfle  reputation,  being  the  official  medical  advisw 
at  Castle  William,  the  pieeent  Fort  Independence.  Mr. 
Danforth  left  the  Fimt  Church  his  great  silver  tankard 
for  use  at  communion,  and  this  vessel  is  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Church.  Mr.  Danforth  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1703,  and  died  in  IIM. 

Peter  Tliac^lier,  of  Milton,  taught  the  school  for  the 
period  of  170G-7,  being  followed  by  Ebenezer  Devotion. 
After  a  short  service,  the  latter  resigned,  and  Samuel 
Fiske  took  his  place,  remaining  during  1710-11.  Bhen- 
eser  White  then  assumed  the  position,  being  the  village 
schoolmaster  for  four  years.  All  of  these  men  were 
graduates  of  Hai  vaid  College,  and  all  relinquished  the 
profession  of  teaching  to  become  ministers. 

Samuel  Danforth,  brother  of  Elijah,  ahea<ly  nu-ntioued, 
was  nearly  t])ii-t«'*'n  yeaiB  his  junior,  lie  al^o  was  ji^i-adu- 
ated  at  liarwud  College,  being  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1715.  He  taught  school  soon  after  graduation,  holding 
the  position  until  he  was  made  president  of  His  Majesl7*s 
CSouncil  for  the  Province  of  Massaohosetts  Bay,  in  New 
England,  —  an  office  which  he  held  for  several  years.  He 
was  a  judge  of  the  Probate  Court  and  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Ph  ;is  for  MifhlUsex  County,  and  in  1774  was 
elected  a  Maud;imus  Counsellor.  He  took  oath  to  perform 
the  offices  of  this  latter  position,  but,  together  with  Judge 
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Lee  and  Thomas  Oliver,  who  had  also  been  elected  to  the 
same  office,  he  was  compelled  by  popular  opinion  publicly 
to  resign  it  from  the  steps  of  the  old  court-house  in  Cam- 
bridge. It  is  said  that  the  whole  town  was  present  on 
this  occasion  to  receive  the  recantation.  Mr.  Danforth, 
however,  did  not  give  up  his  jxwition  as  judge,  serving 
his  townspeople  in  that  capacity  for  thirty-four  years.  He 
died  October  27,  1777. 

Daniel  Witham  wielded  the  rod  about  1724.  He  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1718,  and  taught  for  a 
while  at  Gloucester.  He  returned  to  the  latter  town 
after  a  brief  stay,  where  he  held  numerous  positions  of 
tnist-I —  Isaac  Billings,  of  Milton,  filled  the  place  left 
vacant  by  Mr.  Witham 's  departure,  but  resigned  the  next 
year,  being  succeeded  by  Phillips  Payson.  The  exact 
time  of  the  latter's  service  is  uncertain,  but  it  was  prob- 
ably from  1724  until  1729,  when  Samuel  Moseley  took  the 
position.  —  Supply  Clap  was  the  next  incumbent,  teach- 
ing at  about  1731.  After  teaching  school  for  a  short  time 
he  began  preaching,  and  was  admitted  to  the  church  in 
Dorchester  in  August,  1733.  It  was  a  coincidence  that  he 
should  have  preached  his  first  sermon  at  Castle  William, 
where  Roger  Clap,  his  greatrgrandfather  once  was  the 
commander.  These  last  four  teachers  were  all  graduates 
of  Harvard  College. 

Noah  Clap  was  one  of  the  most  important  characters  of 
the  town  during  his  day.  His  father  was  Deacon  Jona- 
than Clap ;  his  grandfather  was  Nathaniel  Clap,  whom 
Blake  has  called  "a  choice  man,"  and  his  great  grand- 
father, Nicholius  Clap,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
Dorchester.  After  his  graduation  at  Harvard  College  in 
1735,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  Mr.  Clap  studied  for  the 
ministry,  and  preached  for  a  short  j)eriod ;  but  the  con- 
finement finally  proved  too  great  for  his  delicate  health. 
"  Master  Noah  "  was  the  well-known  title  by  whicli  Mr. 
Clap  was  recognized  as  master  of  the  Dorchester  grammar 
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jicbool  at  various  times^  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  as 
Master  Noah"  he  has  come  down  to  posterity.  Mr. 
Clap  was  aaaesMKr  for  over  thirty  yeaxs,  and  town  clerk 
for  nearly  fortj^aeven.  While  aerving  in  thia  capacity 
hia  wonderful  memory  proved  of  great  aaeiatance;  for  on 
one  occasion,  when  his  house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  a 
part  of  the  to^vtl  records  destroyed,  he  replaced  in  great 
measure  the  juitwuug  leaves.  Uis  death  occuired  Aphl 
10,  1799. 

The  sermon  preached  on  this  occasion  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hania  eontaina  an  excellent  aunmiing  up  of  hia  char- 
acter. Dr.  Harria  aaid: — 

I  never  knew  a  poaoD  farther  renuyved  from  every  appear- 
aoee  of  daplkdty,  or  more  singularly  remarkable  fcv  a  cantioaa- 

ness  in  speech  and  inviolable  veracity.  He  was  not  fond  of 
attirinatious,  aod  hesitated  even  as  to  the  a<M:uracy  of  iiis  own 
judgment  and  the  certainty  of  bis  own  information.  This 
singular  cantkHumeas  waa  the  reaolt  of  the  moat  inflexible  re- 
verence for  troth.  It  waa  aoeompaaled  by  a  meek,  humble, 
diffident,  and  modest  aplxit,  and  a  plain,  mtdisgiiised,  on- 
affected  artlessness  of  manner.  ...  A  very  observable  and 
lovely  trait  in  his  character  was  his  candor  and  charitableness 
in  judging  of  others.  Of  this  he  gave  the  most  pleasing  proofs 
In  hia  onwIIUngneaa  even  to  hear  anything  to  the  dindvantage 
of  perrons.  He  would  never  patknily  listen  to  tiie  reports 
which  might  be  in  ctrenlation  of  the  miseondoet  of  any;  and 
when  they  were  mentioned  in  hia  presence,  he  was  always 
ready  to  palliate  or  excuse  what  he  could  not  commend, 
and  seemed  averse  to  believe  ill  news,  flying  rumors,  and  petty 
scandal.  .  •  .  His  goarded  dedaratioiia  had  all  the  llddily 
and  certainty  of  |ninted  docoments." 

Joeiah  Pierce,  a  claaamate  of  Mr.  ClapV  at  Harvard 
College,  became  master  of  the  school  in  1788.  He  later 
moved  to  Hadley,  where  he  also  taught  school,  and  some- 
times preached.  It  is  said  that  he  was  "a  good  penman, 
accurate  in  his  accounts,  and  left  several  interleaved 

almanacks."    He  died  I'ebniaiy  10,  1788. 
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Philip  Curtis  had  the  distinotioii  of  being  the  fint  of  his 

name  to  enter  Harvard  College,  graduating  in  1788.  After 
his  gradnstion  Mr.  Curtis  taught  the  Dorchester  school  for 
two  years,  at  the  same  time  studying  theology  witli  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bowman  at  Dorchester.  His  first  appearance  in 
the  pulpit  was  in  Stoughtonham,  the  present  town  of 
Sharon ;  and  a  year  later,  in  1742,  he  was  ordained  minister 
in  that  place.  As  Mr.  Curtis's  family  grew  up  he  eduoated 
them  himself,  and  finally  opened  a  sohocl,  where  he  in> 
struoted  the  duldren  of  his  paiishicmeiB  gxatoitously.  He 
was  exceedingly  generous  in  all  his  actions,  contributing 
land  and  money  to  the  church  in  spite  of  the  difficulty  he 
had  in  finding  the  means  to  support  his  family.  He  died 
November  22,  1797.  Thomas  Jones,  who  succeeded  Mr. 
Curtis,  wius  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1741,  and 
directed  the  youth  in  the  paths  of  learning  during  tliis 
year,  and  again  in  1742.  He  also  entered  the  minktiy. 

Edward  Bass  entered  Harvard  College  when  bat  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1744. 
He  decided  to  enter  the  ministry,  but  taught  school  while 
in  preparation  for  liis  profession.  For  four  years  Mr.  Bass 
resided  at  Harvard  College,  studying  theology,  and  increas- 
ing liis  general  knowledge ;  and  in  1751  he  was  ordained 
assistant  minister  of  St.  Paul's  (Episcopal)  Church  at 
Newbur)  port.  In  1752  he  went  to  England,  where  he  was 
ordained  by  the  bishop  of  London,  Dr.  Thomas  Sherlock. 
In  September  of  this  year  he  returned  to  New  Eng^and^ 
and  became  the  minister  of  the  chunA  at  Newbury.  In 
1754  Mr.  Bass  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1796 
he  was  chosen  the  first  bishop  of  Massacliusettt;,  being  con- 
secrated the  following  year  in  Pliiladeljiliia ;  and  the  Epis- 
copal churches  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  also 
chose  him  for  their  bishop.  He  died  September  10, 1808, 
after  a  short  illness.  Mr.  Bass  was  fsmons  for  his  learn- 
ing, accomplishments,  hig^  diaracter,  and  wit.  As  an 
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illustmtion  of  }m  sense  of  humor,  he  is  said  to  have  replied 
facetiously  to  the  inquiry  -ds  to  the  reason  he  did  not  settle 
ill  ]ns  native  town,  that  the  waters  of  Dorchester  were  not 
deep  enough  for  a  han  to  swim  in,  and  therefore  he  went 
to  tibe  Mnrimac. 

Jamea  Hnmplirey  taught  the  school  in  1748.  Later,  Mr. 
Humphrey  took  charge  of  the  church  at  Pequoiag,  the 
present  town  of  Athol,  and  in  this  position  passed  through 
many  exciting  incidents.  Pequoiag  was  a  frontier  town, 
and  was  thus  an  easv  mark  for  the  attacks  of  the  Indians. 
To  quote  fi-om  Mr.  Humphrey  himself,  "It  was  necessary 
to  statiou  sentinels  at  the  entrance  of  the  church  on  the 
Sabbath,  to  aToid  a  surprise  from  our  deTOuring  enemy, 
whilst  others  were  worshipping  Qod  within.*'  For  tiiree 
yean  Mr.  Humphrey  was  obliged  to  cany  lus  gun  with 
him  to  the  pulpit,  and  preach  with  it  by  his  side.  He  died 
May  8,  1796.  Pelatiah  Glover,  the  next  schoolmaster  of 
whon>  we  have  record,  officiated  during  the  year  1756. 
He  died  April  3,  1770. 

James  Bakei  w  ivs  born  September  5,  1739,  and  owing  to 
the  gentleness  of  his  disposition,  his  parents  were  induced 
to  fit  him  for  the  ministry.  Wttb  this  in  view  he  went 
tiirough  Harvard  College,  graduating  in  1760,  and  then 
began  to  study  theology  with  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Bowman, 
the  minister  of  Dorchester,  whose  son-in-law  he  afterwards 
became.  While  fitting  for  his  profession.  Mr.  Baker  taught 
s<-h(X)l,  and  this  delayed  him  in  getting  start^'d  in  the  mini- 
stry. It  :>o(m  became  apparent  that  his  extreme  diffidence 
would  prevent  him  from  perforuiing  the  duties  of  a  mini- 
ster; so  he  Yolontarily  gave  up  the  idea,  and  b^an  to 
study  medicine,  teaching  echoed  at  intervals  during  this 
period.  The  profession  of  medicine,  howevw,  proved  dis- 
tasteful to  him ;  and  he  laid  in  a  stock  of  merchandiBe,  and 
opened  a  store.  In  1780,  he  saw  that  there  were  great 
possibilities  in  the  chocolate  business ;  so  he  closed  his  store, 
and  began  to  manufacture  chocolate.   The  success  of  this 
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undeitaking  was  remarkable,  and  "Baker's  Chocolate** 
has  been  manufactured  ever  since,  now  being  known  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  By  cai^f  ul  attention  to  bis  buiiiueiiii, 
and  fottiinate  inveatanents,  Mr.  Bokei  became  a  lioh  man, 
and  retired  on  h»  wealth.  The  latter  part  of  his  life  was 
devoted  to  reading  and  study  in  his  libnuy.  He  died  JTan- 
uaiy  2, 1825. 

Daniel  Leeds,  known  during  his  connection  with  the 
school  ns  "  Miust^T  TjcpiIs,'"  toufrlit  for  about  Mteen  years, 
most  of  the  time  on  jMeeting-Hou.se  Hill,  He  died  June 
7, 1790.  — William  Bowman,  tlie  son  of  the.  He  v.  Jonatlian 
Bowman,  was  in  charge  of  the  school  in  1765. 

Among  the  best  known  of  flie  early  schoolmasters  was 
Samnel  Coolidge,  who  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
at  the  early  age  of  eighteen.  He  began  teaching  in  Dor- 
chester at  once,  and  continued  in  the  capacity  of  school- 
master, at  different  times,  down  to  1789,  the  year  Ix'fore 
he  dinrl,  Vmm  1780  to  1789  Mr.  Coolidge  served  on  the 
liiKLid  ui  Heiectmen  and  assessoi-s,  heing  chairman  of  tho 
board  for  the  last  four  yeait*.  He  wua  also  town  treasurer 
for  1787-89.  He  wss  fsmoos  few  his  high  attidmaents  as 
a  scholar  and  teacher,  and  for  his  beautiful  penmanship. 
Mr.  Coolidge  died  Febmaxy  28,  1790.  For  many  yesxs 
his  widow  taught  a  school  for  small  children  in  the  town, 
and  subsequently  married  her  deceased  husband's  brothsiv 
Colont^l  Moses  Coolidge,  a  prominent  citizen  of  \Vat<^rtown. 

Samuel  i'lerce,  better  known  among  lus  contemporaries 
as  ''Colonel  Samuel,"  has  already  Ix-en  mentioned  *  in  con- 
nection with  the  important  services  he  did  Ins  native  town 

in  other  punnits  Hian  tiiat  of  school-teaching.  We  team 
from  his  diary,  however,  tihat  on  Febmaiy  1,  1778,  he 
began  to  teadi  school  at  *^  X8,  6$.  per  week.'* 

Onesiphorus  TUeston  has  left  but  scanty  records  behind 
him.  We  only  know  that  he  was  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1774,  and  taught  .schof^l  iti  Dr>rchesfcer  during 
the  following  year.    He  died  October  0,  1809. 

*  Ante.  p.  158. 
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Edward  Hutchinson  Robbiuii  was  graduated  from  ILu- 
College  in  1775,  and  it  in  supposed  that  he  taught  for 
a  brief  period  immediately  after  hie  giadnation.  He  waa 
a  deeeendant,  on  his  mother's  eide,  of  the  funous  Mn.  Aim 
Hutebinaoii.  Mr.  Robbimi  decided  to  enter  the  law  for  his 
profession,  and  after  his  graduation  he  studied  with  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  attorneys  of  his  time,  Oakes  An^er, 
Esq.  In  1781  he  was  elected  to  rcj>r*'sent  Milton  in  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Kepi  t  st  utatives,  and  in  lliKi  he 
was  chosen  speaker,  a  position  winch  he  held  for  miie  suc- 
cessive years.  In  1802  greater  honors  came  to  Mr.  Robbins, 
being  elected  LientenantOovemor  of  the  State.  He  was 
afterwards  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Defence,  and  Judge  of  Probate  for  Noi^ 
folk  County,  the  latter  being  a  position  which  he  held  until 
his  death,  December  29,  1829.  ^fr.  Robbing  was  e6p<^ 
cially  prominent  for  his  integrity  and  benevolence. 

Oliver  Everett  was  g^duated  from  Harvanl  College 
twenty-seven  yeai-s  later,  teaching  in  the  Dorchester  school 
whfle  in  coU^.  Later  he  became  pastor  of  the  New  South 
Church  in  Boston,  but  was  obliged  to  resign  his  position 
after  ten  yeais'  service  because  of  ill  health.  In  1799  Mr. 
Everett  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  Norfolk  County,  holding  this  office  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Deceml)er  19.  1802.  He  acquired  a  high 
reputation  for  the  extraordinary  jiowei's  of  his  mind,  a 
characteristic  wliich  he  bequeathed  to  his  son,  the  Hon. 
Edward  Everett. 

Aaron  Smith  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Coll^  in 
1777,  and  taught  school  in  Dorchester  immediately  after. 
He  afterwards  studied  divinity,  and  some  time  later  de> 
part(;(l  for  the  West  Indies.  This  was  the  last  that  was 
heard  of  lilm ;  but  a.s  lie  declared  that  he  would  not 
return  until  he  had  tilled  his  stocking  with  gfild,  we 
may  surmise  that  he  was  unsuccmful  in  bis  search  after 
wealth. 
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Philip  Draper  taught  one  of  the  Dorchester  schools  soon 
after  his  graduation  hom  Harvaid  College  in  1780.  He 
held  hie  porition  for  aome  yeara,  bat  fben  adopted  the  {hbbo- 
tice  oi  medicine  for  lus  profesBion.  He  died  Maioh  21, 
1817. 

Samuel  Shuttlesworth  was  one  of  the  early  scliool- 
mastei-s  of  the  town,  aiid  tuuorht  prolmbly  soon  after  his 
gniduation  from  Harvard  College  in  1777.  He  entered 
the  uuniiiLry,  aud  later  took  up  the  practice  of  law.  His 
death  oecurred  in  Oetober,  1884. 

Samuel  Cheney,  who  was  graduated  from  Harvaid  Col« 
1^  in  1767,  taught  school  in  Dorohester  for  some  time. 
He  afterwards  went  to  ^  Eliot  School,  Boston.  He  died 
November,  1820.  —  Jonathan  Bird  began  teaching  about 
1782,  the  year  of  his  graduation  from  Harvard  College,  in 
a  dwelling-house  on  the  comer  of  what  are  now  Sumner 
and  Cottage  Streets.  For  some  yeai-s  he  wiis  justice  of  the 
peace  fur  the  county  of  Suffolk.  He  died  November  24, 
1809. 

It  is  not  deBnitely  known  how  long  Theophilns  Capen 
served  as  master  of  the  school,  hut  he  began  teaching  there 

soon  after  his  graduation  at  Harvard  College  in  1782.  His 
father.  Deacon  Jonathan  Capen,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  Dorches- 
ter, but  moved  to  Stonq-hton.  Deacon  Capen,  who  at  this 
time  was  a  large  land-owner  in  Stoughton,  and  agent 
under  the  colonial  government  for  the  Ponkapoag  Indians, 
intended  to  fit  his  son  for  the  ministry ;  soon  after  his 
gradnation,  therefore,  Theophilus  began  the  study  of  the- 
ology with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  of  Stoughton.  He  spent 
much  time  in  preparation,  and  wrote  many  valuable  and 
forcible  sermons,  but  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  chosen 
profession  because  of  the  weakness  of  Ins  voice.  He 
entered  bnsinftss  for  a  short  time;  but  in  1811  he  again 
took  up  teaching,  and  continued  at  this  for  several  years. 
The  latter  part  of  his  life  Mr.  Capen  devoted  to  farming 
he  died  in  1842.   He  inherited  the  many  excellent  qual- 
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itieii  which  had  marked  the  earlier  membeiis  of  hiii  family, 
and  was  a  worthy  citizeu  of  the  towu. 

Daniel  Leeds,  Jr^  waa  tlie  firat  teacher  in  tbd  school* 
house  built  in  the  Lower  Mills  TiUage  in  1802.  He  was 
giaduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1788,  and  died  August 
19, 1811.  We  have  the  following  excellent  deacriptioiL  of 
the  Liower  Mills  schoolhouae :  — 

*'It  was  pcrhiips  20  feet  by  30,  —  a  half-moon  entry,  a  dig- 
nified desk,  boys  one  side  (the  right  goinp;  in),  givh  the  otlinr, 
old-fashioned  seats  for  one  or  two  each,  a  caat-irou  wcxxl  ntowe 
midway  the  aisle,  in  winter ;  a  trap  door  with  a  ring  to  Uf  t,  to 
go  down  cellar  for  wood,  abandanoe  of  smoke  sometimes,  bnt 
ncoe  too  mudi  fire,  open  front  jard  down  to  the  road,  with 
rocks,  apple-trees,  and  pathways,  as  one  might  say,  in  primitive 
state.  Here  was  fun,  play,  and  plenty  of  exercise,  and  in  the 
house,  no  doubt,  some  gtxKl  teaching  and  scholarship." 

Moses  Kvprptt.  Jr.,  taught  on  the  "upper  roud,  in  what 
is  uow  tJie  (Ttitjsou  School  district.  He  afterwards 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  November  30,  1814. — Eben- 
eser  Everett,  brother  to  Moses,  was  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  180^  and  taught  the  school  in  the  seoond  dis> 
triet.  This,  during  the  oold  season,  was  kept  on  the 
"lower  road,"  now  Adams  Street,  and  the  rest  of  the  year 
in  the  brick  schoolhouse  on  Meeting-House  Hill. 

Lemuel  Crane  waa  bom  in  Milton.  His  parents  re- 
moved to  Canton  when  he  wa.s  a  cliild*,  and  he  spent 
nearly  seven  years  in  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Dunijar,  the  miuiiiter  of  the  town.  In  177G  he  returned 
to  Dorchester,  and  enlisted  iu  the  militia,  being  a  member 
of  the  company  detailed  to  guard  Butgoyne's  troops, 
which  were  at  that  time  {nisonen  of  war  at  Cambridge. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Crane  spent  much  of  his  time  in  fann- 
ing, being  especially  interested  in  the  cultivation  of 
apples.  He  tant^ht  the  first  winter  seluxtl  which  waa 
established  in  liis  neighborhood  from  1790  to  1797,  and 
besides  this,  instructed  the  apprentices  in  the  paper  mills. 
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aud  such  oUier  boys  as  were  so  inclined,  in  an  eveuiitg 
aehool.  He  alao  conducted  a  Banging  schod,  being  Ueased 
witii  a  sweet,  tuneful  Toioe.**  Mr.  Cnme  hdd  many 
offices  in  the  town,  being  at  different  times  collector  of 
the  taxes,  Relectanan  and  assessor,  representative  to  the 
General  Court,  surveyor  of  the  liighways,  and  a  member 
of  the  district  s<1uk>1  committee.  He  died  November  10, 
1817,  at  the  age  ot  sixty-one, — an  unusually  sliort  life 
when  coiui>aied  with  other  members  of  his  family.  At 
one  time  he  had  living  two  grandmothers,  two  great-grand- 
mothm,  and  <me  great^^at-grandmother.  Mr.  Crane  is 
described  as  **  modest  a^d  xi^'iwffli'ing  in  bis  depoitinenti 
firm  in  his  opinions,  industrious  and  enterprising  in  busi- 
ness, conscientious,  tolerant,  and  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  rejmbUcan  in  politics,  a  pleasant  friend,  and  an 
honest  man.'* 

Francis  Perry  teught  in  the  "south  school,"  in  Dor- 
chester, some  time  previous  to  June  11,  17^1.  lu  a  letter 
Mr.  Perry  states  that  his  salaty  was  £45,  of  whicb  he 
had  to  pay  £19,10«.  for  board,  and  JBIS  for  clothing,  leav- 
ing him  bat  18s.l04.  lor  his  other  expenses.  LitHe  can  be 
learned  of  Mr.  Peny's  life  and  death.  —  Joseph  Gardner 
AndieWB  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1785. 
He  was  a  physician,  but  also  tnnti'ht  in  the  school  until  his 
appointment  in  the  Federal  army.  The  dat«  of  his  death 
is  uncertain. 

Samuel  ioplift,  a  member  of  one  of  Dorcliester's  oldest 
and  most  respected  families,  had  chaige  of  <me  of  Iha 
town  schools  about  1793.  He  was  later  a  merchant  in 
Esstport,  Maine,  and  afterwards  moved  to  the  West, 
where  he  died  September  5,  1845.  Mr.  Topliff  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1795. 

Jnmes  Blake  Howe  was  the  first  teacher  in  the  new 
brick  schooUiouse  which  was  built  on  Meeting-House 
Hill  In  179fi.  Ho  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  171)4,  and  began  teaching  soon  after  in  the  old  wooden 
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buildinq"  on  the  west  side  of  the  hill.  He  moved  into  the 
brick  Iiou.-^e  with  his  pupils,  on  itti  completion,  but  latter 
became  au  Epibcupal  cleigymati.  He  died  September  17, 
1844. 

It  WM  under  tbe  care  of  Mr.  Howe,  and  Mr.  Allen 
(a  later  teaeher)  tliat  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett  receiTod 

his  early  education.  While  in  <Mie  of  these  aohools,  as  a 
boy,  Mr.  Everett  recited  a  poem  which  was  written  for 
him  by  the  Rev.  Thaddens  Mason  Harris.  Whether  the 
youthful  orator  showed  promise  at  this  time  of  his  future 
greatneiis  is  not  stated ;  but  certain  it  is  that  \m  recitar 
tion  of  this  poem  produced  a  most  favorable  effect  upon 
bia  hearen.  The  expression  little  roan**  refeis  to  the 
odor  €i  the  Bpeaker*8  hair.  The  poem  ia  aa  loUowa:  — 

Vny,  how  AaiM  I,  a  BtUe  lad. 

In  speaking  make  a  figure? 
You  Ve  only  joking,  I 'm  afraidf  — 

Do  wait  till  I  am  bigger. 
But  since  you  iriih  to  bear  my  pMrt» 

And  urjc  me  to  tx-gin  it, 
I  '11  atrive  for  praise,  with  all  my  heart, 

Tlioiq^  small  the  bope  to  win  it. 
I  '11  tell  a  tale  how  Farmer  Joibli 

A  little  roan-c'olt  bred,  sir, 
And  every  night  and  every  mom 

He  watered  and  bo  fed,  sir. 
Said  Neiglilx)r  J(k-  to  Fanner  John« 

"  Arc  o't  you  a  silly  dolt,  sir  ?  " 
Mi  Farmer  John  to  Neighbor  Joe, 

*'  I  '11  bring  my  little  roan  up, 
Not  for  tbe  good  he  now  can  do. 

But  will  when  ho  *s  grown  up." 
The  moral  you  can  well  e^pv. 

To  keep  the  talt"  from  spoiling: 
The  little  colt,  you  think,  is  I,  — 

I  know  it  by  yoor  smiling; 
And  now,  my  friends,  please  to  exeOM 

My  lisping  and  my  atammers ; 
If  tot  HUia  once,  liave  done  my  best. 

And  M»1 11  make  my  mann«i.^ 


>  LorloK'a  Hmidmd  Oralon. 


828 


GOOD  OLD  DOBCU£8T£B. 


[UOQ. 


Samuel  Veuie  succeeded  Mr.  Howe  in  tbe  brick  school- 
house.  He  wss  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  the  class  of 
1800.  After  teaching  school  for  a  short  period  he  de- 
cided to  enter  tlic  ministry.  It  was  not  long  after  this 
that  Mr.  Veazie's  health  liep^an  to  decline  rapidly,  and  it 
was  suon  apparent  that  consumption  had  seized  hold  upuu 
ium.  Wliile  very  weak,  and  at  the  point  of  death,  the 
boose  in  whieh  lie  ma  eonfined  oaugbt  firei  and  it  was 
wiih  great  difficulty  that  he  was  removed  to  a  neighboring 
bouse,  being  exposed  in  one  of  fbe  most  severe  snow- 
storms  of  the  season.  The  exertion  and  exposure  some- 
what hastened  his  death,  whi(^  occurred  the  next  day, 
February  6,  1809. 

EdwEtrd  Holden  hi'st  taught  in  Milton ;  but  he  later 
moved  to  the  T^ower  Mills,  where  he  had  ehar^  of  a 
school,  about  1799,  in  the  liuube  of  General  Stephen 
Badlam,  which  was  situated  at  the  comer  of  tiie  present 
Washington  and  River  Streets.  He  sufasequendy  entered 
business.  His  deaUk  oocuired  November  16, 18128. — Beu- 
jamin  Vinton  was  master  for  a  brief  term.  He  was  grad< 
uated  at  Harvard  College  in  1795,  and  made  medicine  his 
]>mfoRsion,  being  a  surgeon  durinj»'  the  so-called  war  with 
Fmnue  in  1799.  He  died  May  11,  1813.  —  Samuel  Gould, 
wlio  taught  about  this  time,  moved  to  Wuat  Koxbuiy  when 
quite  young,  and  later  became  a  doctor,  practising  in  Need- 
bam.  After  the  death  of  his  father  Dr.  Gould  returned  to 
Hie  fiunily  homestead,  and  divided  bis  time  between  ad- 
ministering to  the  minds  and  to  the  bodies.  He  was  a 
thoroughly  intelligent  man,  and  was  devoted  to  literature. 
It  became  a  common  sayin^^  amonfr  bis  neighbors,  that  to 
be  "as  polite  a.s  Dr.  Gould"  was  to  approach  perfection 
in  that  bi-anch  of  education.  His  death  occurred  No-' 
vember  13,  1845. 

Benjamin  Heaton,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University, 
taught  in  tiie  Butler  School  during  the  winters  of  1798- 
99,  and,  owing  to  bis  extreme  neareigbtedness,  was  the 
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victim  of  many  school- boy  pranks.  Wliile  never  actually 
ordained  as  a  minister,  Mr.  Heaton  often  preached  as  a  sub- 
sUtute  for  absent  paatois.  His  brother  Nathaniel  is  said 
to  have  publiahed  a  spelling  book  which  bean  his  name. 
Mr.  Heaton  died  June  8»  1800.  A  Mr.  Peck  euoceeded 
Mr.  Heaton. 

William  Montague  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College 
in  1T"4,  !iiul  taught  in  what  later  Ix'canif  tlie  Butb'r  Scliool 
in  18U0-1.  Mr.  Montague  later  became  rector  ol  Christ 
Church-  in  Boston,  in  1787,  and  soon  after  ])aid  a  visit  to 
England,  being  the  first  Epibcojial  clergyman  ordained  in 
Ai^rioa  who  preaehed  In  an  £nglii>h  pulpit*  He  died 
Jxdj  22, 188a 

WilUam  Chandler  taught  in  the  second  distriet  in  1802. 
Mr.  (^handler  was  another  of  tl^e  many  graduates  of  Har- 
vard College,  and  was  one  of  the  most  careful  scholars 
who  sensed  as  masters  of  the  Dorchester  schools.  He  was 
especially  successful  as  a  strict  disciplinarian,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  he  had  a  very  weak  constitution.  He  died 
in  1850. 

Pearly  Lyon  taught  in  the  Bntler  School  in  ISOl-S, 
and  died  February  11, 1841.  He  was  liberal  and  publio- 
spiiited,  and  much  esteemed  by  his  fellowKiitizens.** —  Lloyd 

Bowers  Hall  was  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1794, 
and  taught  the  new  school  at  the  Lower  Mills  Village  in 
1803.  His  death  occurred  in  1835. —Wilkes  Allen  was 
the  first  t^^acher  in  the  brick  Kohoolhouse  in  the  first  dis- 
trict, in  1802.  Later  he  moved  to  Chelmsford,  where  he 
preached  for  thirty  years.  He  wrote  a  history  of  that 
town,  which  is  now  a  rare  book.  He  received  his  degree 
from  Harvard  College  in  1801,  and  died  December  2, 
1845. —  Abner  Gardner  deserves  brief  mention  as  a 
teacher  in  the  Dorchester  schools.  He  was  a  Harvard 
graduate;  and  after  spending  several  years  of  his  life  as 
a  schoolmaster,  he  became  a  merchant.  He  died  March 
29,  1818. 
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Knoch  Pratt  \v;is  giiuluatcd  at  Brown  University  in  1803, 
aad  taught  in  Uie  brick  tjchoolhouse  near  tlie  Old  Burying- 
Gronnd  in  1804,  whttA  atudying  for  the  miniatry.  Mr. 
Pratt  was  alao  a  writer  of  no  little  merit. 

Griffin  Child  taught  in  the  Butler  School  from  1808  to 
1806,  being  the  last  teacher  who  officiated  in  the  old  school- 
lioiise.  He  received  thirteen  dollars  a  month  and  board  for 
tlie  six  winter  months,  the  town  paying  two  dQllars  a  week 
for  the  board.  He  afterwards  taught  the  sflioni  at  the 
Lower  Milk,  and  later  at  .Tainaica  Plain,  lion.  EUniezer 
Everett  says  that,  at  tlie  exunii  nation  of  the  schools  in 
Doroheeter  in  the  spring  of  1807,  **Mr.  ChOd,  who  was 
quite  an  amateur  instructor*  hoie  away  the  palm  from  all 
of  us." 

These  brief  biographies  of  the  early  schoolmasters  of 
Dorchester  give  us  a  deep  insight  into  the  intelligence  and 
enterprise  of  the  inhabitaute  of  the  town  from  its  be^n« 
ning,  and  show  huw  highly  they  etitimated  the  value  of 
learning.  More  than  half  of  the  teacheis  were  natives  of 
Dorchestw;  nearly  all  of  them  were  college  graduates, 
mostly  from  Harvard  $  twenty-nine  of  them  became  clergy- 
men, several  were  afterwards  physicians,  others  were  law* 
yers,  and  one  became  a  famous  judge,  and  another  held 
the  high  position  of  lienti'nant-govemor  of  the  colony. 
In  the  number  ot  young  men  sent  to  college.  Dorchester 
also  ranks  high ;  and  we  may  «ay  with  just  pride  that,  in 
tlie  liberality  and  broadness  of  her  educational  system,  she 
has  ever  taken  a  prominent  position  among  her  sister 
towns. 

The  names  of  the  women  teachets  have  nnfortonatdy 

not  come  down  to  us,  except  in  a  few  instances.  It  is  to 

be  regit  t ted  that  this  is  so;  for  their  work  was  no  less 
faithful  aad  important  than  that  of  the  men. 

Two  centuries  have  almost  passed  away  since  a  worthy 
schoolmistress  was  laid  at  rest  in  the  ancient  Dorchester 
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hur^nng-ground.  Over  her  body  a  quaint  epitaph  leada  as 
follows :  — 

MRS.  MIRIAM  WOOD 

{ormerly  wife  to  Mr.  JoliD  &nitli 

who  (Ht'fi  OctoKer  19,  ITOfi. 
An  aacient  School  MisUesB. 

A  woman  well  beloved  of  all 

H«r  ndgbbort  for  bar  care  of  naall 

Folks  education,  their  numbers  br-ni:  rrett. 
That  wheo  abe  died  sbe  scarceljr  left  her  mate. 
So  wise,  discreet  ww  her  bdisTkmii 
That  8lie  was  well  eateenied  by  ne^boni 
She  lived  in  love  with  all  to  die, 
So  let  her  rest  to  eternity. 

Nearly  a  hundred  years  have  passed  away  since  some 
kindly  soul  erected  ft  stone  in  same  spot  beaxing  the 
following  simple  instaiption: — 

Here  lie*  the  body  of 
MRS.  JEMIMA  8KITH, 

who  died  the  IGth  of  November,  1798t 

in  the  7')th  year  of  her  age. 

Poor  "Ma'am  Mima!"  This  i.s  that  remains  to  tell 
})asterity  of  the  faithful,  honest,  simple  woman  who  strove 
to  impart  her  limited  learning  to  the  pupils  intrusted  to 
her  care.  Each  scholar  brought  her  a  weekly  stipend  of 
twdve  and  a  half  cents*  l^oee  among  them  who  fdt 
kindly  disposed  generously  brought  her  pieces  of  wood  for 
her  fire,  and  simple  food  to  eat ;  for  the  poor  woman  ^  oould 
not  afford,"  as  she  said  herself,  **  to  have  a  dinner  hut  mice 
a  week."  As  lon^  a.s  a  sinj^le  one  of  her  pupils  remained 
her  memory  occupied  a  cherished  place  in  their  hearts ;  for 
her  kindly  offices  were  many,  and  her  h)ve  and  sympathy 
uiiiimited  as  her  resources  were  meagre. 

The  town  in  1808  was  deemed  insufficiently  supplied 
widi  public  schools,  "niere  were  at  this  time,  it  will  l)e 
remembered,  but  two  annual  schools,  —  the  bnck  school- 
house  on  Meeting-House  Hill,  and  the  one  on  the  present 


Digiiized  by  Google 


GOOD  OLD  DOBOHBBTEB. 


Washington  Stn^ot,  alv>ut  a  mile  from  the  bridge  at  the 
Lower  Mills.  Tiiere  were  a  few  other  schools,  mostly  of 
a  private  character,  however,  where  young  children  were 
taught ;  but  the  small  number  of  public  schouhi  made  it 
difficult  for  pupils  to  attend  from  the  various  districts. 
During  this  year,  therrfore,  General  Stephen  Badlam,  Dr. 
Junes  Baker,  John  Howe,  and  Moses  Everett  urere  chosen 
a  committee  to  erect  four  schoolhouses,  having  twelve 
hundred  dollars  appropriated  to  them  for  this  purixvsc.  It 
is  not  to  Ix?  wondered  at  ih:\t  the  committee  fouiul  this 
sum  too  small  for  tlie  task  given  tliem  ;  and  we  cau  imag- 
ine that  the  generous  donation  ot  iajid  by  John  Capen,  Jr., 
was  received  them  witih  hearty  thanks.  Mr.  Capen 
lived  on  what  is  now  River  Stieet*  The  land  contained 
about  five  thousand  feet;  and  it  was  given  on  the  condition 
that  a  schoolhouse  be  erected  upon  it  within  a  year,  which 
should  never  be  used  for  any  other  than  its  original  pur- 
pose. When  it  ceased  to  Ihj  available  for  that  purpcae  it 
was  to  revert  to  him  or  to  his  heirs. 

Anotlier  scliooiliouse  was  built  in  the  second  district,  on 
what  is  now  known  as  Adauia  Street;  and  the  next  year  a 
third  buUding  was  erected,  on  land  given  by  Mr.  Lemuel 
Crane,  in  what  now  became  the  fifth  school  district,  extend* 
ing  from  the  Dedham  line  to  Boies^s  Mill.  This  new 
sohoolhou.se  was  so  built  as  to  accommodate  sixty  pupils, 
and  contained  a  stove,  —  the  only  one  in  use  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  —  which  was  given  to  the  school  by  William 
Sunnier.  This  afterw  anls  l)ecame  the  Butler  School.  It 
was  originally  a  one-story  building,  neither  plastered  nor 
clapboarded,  and  thus  was  unfitted  for  use  except  in  sum- 
mer. It  measured  fourteen  feet  by  twdve,  having  four 
glass  windows,  and  one,  without  gluB,  closed  with  a  wooden 
shutter. 

On  August  2(3,  1806,  the  town  passed  certain  regulations 
which  were  to  be  observed  by  the  teachers  in  the  public 
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schools  of  Dorchester.  Five  years  later^  on  June  27,  1810, 
these  were  uiodiiied  and  amended.  These  rules  are  given 
below  in  full,  as  they  contam  the  last  traces  of  the  old 
reqmrammtB:  — 

RULES  AND  UKGULATIONS 

TO  BB  OBSBRTBO  BY  THE  TEACllEliS  OF  TUB  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  IN 

DOBCHESTER. 

I.  It  is  recommended  that  the  several  Instructors  daily  lead 
in  a  devotional  ezerdBe ;  and  it  is  expected  that  suitable  atten- 
tion be  paid  by  thrai  to  the  monle  of  tboee  mider  their  charge, 
that  they  be  instructed  in  the  principles  of  Religion,  as  well  aa 
the  vnriouti  branches  of  bamaa  litmtnie,  eoitably  adapted  to 
their  age  and  standing. 

II.  As  the  Scholars  are  divided  into  Classes,  it  is  recom» 
meiMled  that  tlie  f oUowing  books  be  made  a  port  of  thdr 
stndiea,  yis. 

Fotf  the  4A  OZoM— Child'a  Fixst  Book,  and  Mie.  Barbauld'a 

lessons. 

For  the  Sd  Clau  —  Temple's  Child's  Assistant,  Perry's  Spell- 
ing book  (new  edition),  Bingham's  Young  Lady's  Accidence^ 
the  New  Testament,  and  Bingham's  Geographical  Catechism. 

Ii>r  the  Sd  OZbm— Bingham's  Colnmbiaa  Orator,  Morsels 
Abridge II Kilt  of  Geography,  and  the  Bible. 

For  the  1st  Class  —  Tem{)le's  Aritlimitif,  Miss  Hannah  Adams' 
History  of  New  F.iiL^laiid,  iiiul  the  Bible.  AUo.  th.o  American 
Preceptor;  and  the  book  directed  by  the  Geueral  Court  to  be 
used  In  Schools*  For  the  more  advanced,  Flke*a  or  Walsh's 
Arithtnetle,  or  President  Webbei's  Mathonadea. 

in.  Sliould  it  be  foand  desirable  that  any  other  book  or 
books  than  those  above  named  should  be  introduced,  the  assent 
of  the  School  Committee  shall  first  be  obtained. 

rV.  A  part  of  Saturdays  nhail  be  spent  in  the  recitation  of 
the  Catediism;  and  the  Master  shall  hear  the  CMdren  in  that 
Catechism  wliicb  fhey  shall  severally  bring  with  a  written  re- 
quest from  their  Parents ;  and  they  shall  repeat,  also.  Hymns, 
or  other  lessons  tendin^r  to  promote  Religion  and  Yirtoe,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Master. 
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V.  As  to  School  hours,  there  bhall  be  spent  three  hours  at 
least,  in  the  school,  eadi  half  day;  and  tha  iararal  School 
Maslen  in  Hie  town,  an  alloived  tlie  afternoon  of  all  town 

meeting  days  for  the  choice  of  public  offloers;  the  afternoons 
of  Siiturdiiy  and  Sacmmental  Lecture  days,  and  those  in  which 
there  is  a  public  Catechizing  ;  the  two  Election  days,  the  Fourth 
of  July,  Commeuoemeat  day;  and  if  either  of  the  Masters 
have  any  8du>1ar  to  ofller  to  tiia  Ck>Uege  at  Cambridge,  he  ahaU 
have  liberty  to  attrad  to  fhat  basiDeaB. 

VI.  Children  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  Moola  till  they 
are  able  to  stand  opi  and  read  wotda  of  tiro  ayUabUa,  and  kmp 
their  places. 

VII.  To  prevent  misconceptionB  between  the  School  Masters 
and  the  School  Conuoittee,  it  is  agreod  tiiat  if  disaatisf action 
ahoold  arise  In  either  party,  or  if  the  Instmctor  ficom  other 

motives  wishes  to  retire,  three  weeks'  notice  shall  be  given  by 
eittier  party  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  School. 

VIII.  The  teacher,  for  the  stipulated  8Um  agreed  OD,  is  to 
make  out  his  biU  quarterly  for  payment. 

IX.  Ill  flaw  of  vaoanqr  in  the  Inatmotion  oi  efUwr  of  tiw 
Sehoole,  It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  that  one  of  the  Conunittee,  and 
of  the  iviinister,  in  whose  waid  it  shall  liiqipen>  to  provide  a 
new  Preceptor. 

X.  It  is  recommended  to  the  Town,  that  in  future,  the 
School  Committi^e  be  chosen  by  written  votes. 

[Ftrtf  passed  August  26 f  1806:  and  wUh  amtndmtnU  and 
additiont,  Jun«  £7,  1810.] 

During  the  period  from  1807  to  1816,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  doliaia  per  annum  was  allowed  the  district;  but 
m  that  year  an  annnal  sehool  was  established,  alteniating 
between  the  school  in  the  Lower  Mills'*  and  the  new 
one  in  the  Upper  Mills  district,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  children  living  east  and  west  of  '^Capen's 
Brook."  This  new  school  1)ecame  the  Norfolk  School. 
The  system  of  alternatirif^  i.vas  coiitimifd  i:ntil  the  district 
was  divided,  when  the  westerly  part  became  the  seventh 


Digitized  by  Google 


DOBOHBBTBB  BOHOOLS. 


m 


school  district,  couiniuing  its  such  until  the  districts  were 
fiualij'  abolished  by  the  town. 

Whenever  the  expense  of  Inulding  the  aohoolhouflee 
exceeded  three  hundred  doilarst  the  exoeie  had  to  he 
met  hy  the  individiudt  direotly  affected.  Thus,  in  a 
measure,  the  schoolhouses  were  owned  bjjr  the  inhahitantB 
of  the  district;  but  their  rights  were  finally  surren- 
dered, and  the  buildings  became  the  sole  property  of  the 
town,  on  the  agreement  of  the  latter  to  maintain  them 
permanently. 

In  1812  it  was  voted  by  the  town  to  keep  the  annuid 
sehool  in  dw  **brick  schoolhouBe  hj  tlie  OMtb  meeting' 
house."  Befoie  this  time  this  school  had  alternated  with 
what  was  later  the  Adams  School,  on  the  lower  road,  the 
brick  building  being  used  in  summer,  and  the  one  on 
the  lower  road  in  winter.  This  school,  in  direct  line  from 
the  first  one  ^t<ablished,  was  later  called  the  Mather  School, 
in  honor  of  the  Mather  family,  and  deserves  particular 
attention.  In  it,  the  elder  Deacon  Humphreys  tells  ub, 
tliere  were  three  classes,  the  lowest  being  known  as  "  the 
Psalter  dsss,**  the  intennediate  as  **  the  Testammt  dass,** 
and  the  highest  as  **fhe  Bible  class.**  Those  who  made 
up  this  last  division  had  the  distinction  of  being  allowed 
to  read  two  chapters  at  the  beginning  and  close  of  the 
scliool  day,  but  were  made  to  pay  for  this  privilege  hy 
being  dblirriMl  to  spell  all  the  words  contained  in  these 
two  chapters,  and  to  write  and  cipher. 

It  is  not  inappropriate  at  tliis  point  to  glance  at  the 
text-books  which  were  at  this  time  used  in  the  Dorchester 
schools.  Among  the  earliest  was  the  dd-CRshioned  New- 
England  Ptimer,**  not  yet  foigotten  hy  many  Dorchester 
inhabitants  whose  memory  extends  back  to  those  early 
school  days.  Tins  mention  will  undoubtedly  recall  the 
blue-covered  book  which  was  considered  almost  as  mneh 
a  part  of  the  school  as  the  teacher  himself.  As  a  writer 
truthfully  says,  ^'It  stood  as  the  undisputed  standard  of 
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ortliodoxy  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,"  Another  *'aid 
to  learning  "  —  more  simple,  indeed,  but  who  can  say  less 
useful?  —  was  the  old  **bora  book,"  which  was  used  to 
intzoduce  tiia  youthful  mind  to  the  intricacies  of  the 
alphabet.  It  consiated  of  a  single  leaf  of  coarse  paper* 
on  which  the  alphabet  and  the  Lord's  Prayer  were  printed. 
This  was  fizmly  glued  on  a  thin  piece  of  boaxd,  and 
covered  over  with  liorn  to  prevent  its  becoming  soiled. 
It  was  from  this  cover  that  its  name  was  derived.  One 
of  the  reiiuii'ements  for  admission  to  the  gianiniar  school 
was  that  the  child  should  be  able  to  read  in  the  Trimer. 

No  otiier  hooka  were  used  in  the  adiool  until  about 
1766,  when  Dilworth*s  SpeUing  Book  and  Hodder*s  Arith- 
metic were  introduced.  Noah  Webster's  famous  spelling- 
book  came  into  use  about  1783.  It  is  said  that  two-thirds 
of  the  inhabituits  of  tlie  United  States  at  that  time  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  their  education  from  tliLs  lK)ok  ; 
and  tlie  good  people  in  Dorcliester  proudly  stood  on  the 
side  of  the  majority.  Among  tlie  other  books  from  wliich 
the  early  fathers  learned  the  lessons  of  their  childliood 
weie  Colbimi*8  and  DaboU's  Aiithmetio,  Woodbridge's 
Geography  and  Atlas,  Worcester's  Friend  of  Tontii, 
WiUdns*  Astnmomy,  Lee's  Spelling  Book,  Cummings's 
Pronouncing  Spelling  Book,  Leavitt's  Reading  Lessons, 
Muiiay's  English  Reader,  Whelpley's  Compend  of  His- 
torj%  Picrpont's  Readers,  and  Walker's  Dictionary.  Such 
were  the  books  used  down  to  1832,  when  a  new  selection 
wsus  made  by  the  school  committee. 

Mr.  John  Kneeland,  of  tlie  Boston  Board  of  Supervisors, 
was  a  master  in  the  Mather  School,  and  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Dorchester  Celebiation  in  1889  he  refened  to  the 
school  as  follows:  — 

**  When  I  was  given  disige  of  the  Mather  Sehool,  in  1862, 1 

thought  that  I  had  been  lifted  up  into  Paradise.  I  thought  then, 

as  I  think  now,  that  there  is  hardly  a  more  beautiful  spot  on 
the  earth  for  a  school  than  MeeUug-Uouse  Uili.    The  present 
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Mather  buildiug  is  but  a  few  yeare  oKl.*  Its  uumeUiate  pretie- 
cessor,  uow  used  for  primary  claasei},  was  dedicated  September 
4,  1856.  Hw  boilding  in  whidi  I  msmd  praoeded  tluit;  it 
WM  twtHitoiy,  haviiig  one  acliool-room,  with  mn  anteroom  oa 

each  floor.    The  lower  room  was  oeoof^  bj  the  primaiy 

pupils,  and  the  tipper  by  the  grammar.  There  were  three 
teachers  \n  all,  and  about  oiu*  hundred  and  thirty  pupils.  Now 
there  are  in  the  Mather  diatiicl  uineteen  teachers,  aud  but  few 
less  than  s  tboosend  pupils.** 

The  Report  of  tlie  School  Coinnmtfe  tor  1892-93  shows 
that  there  are  twenty-four  regular  instructors,  and  1,180 
pupils  in  this  district.  Edward  Soulliworth  is  the  preseut 
master  of  the  school. 

bk  1818  it  was  voted  to  put  ^^the  aehoolhoiue  in  District 
No.  2,**  the  present  Harris  School  District,  **  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  otlier  schoolhotises  in  the  town."  The 
annual  appropriation  for  schools  from  1820  to  1824  in- 
clusive, was  twent}-three  hundred  dollai-s.  The  rccnnls 
give  us  an  interesting  glance  at  the  eetimated  expenses 
for  1821:  — 

Six  St  hf)olma«ters' Milaries  It  «tno  $2400 


WuikI  for  six  School^  cartui^  and  sawing   96 

Sehool  at  Sqnaatom   43 

Ordinary  repairs  of  Schoolhoaaet  *...*...  65 

School  Comnittee  expeoMS   SO 


$3634 

Deduct  schooi  iDcome   847 


To  be  raiMd  bf  taxatioa  .  ..........  $S,977 


An  important  step  was  taken  when  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  of  a  high  school  had  been  refetxed 
reported  in  1827  that  it  was  **  expedient  to  establish  a 

high  school;  otherwise  the  town  exposes  itself  to  heavy 
penalties."  This  report  showed  that  those  hest  acquainted 
with  the  educational  needs  of  the  town  felt  that  the  time 
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had  come  to  offer  better  advuntnges  than  could  be  found 
in  the  di^itrict  schools;  but  unfortunately  the  wise  men 
were  in  the  minority,  and  tiie  leport  was  not  accepted. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  an  instttation  whieh  existed 
about  1880,  known  as  "Stoughton  Hall.*'  This  building 
stood  where  the  so-called  Athenseum  "  now  is*  at  the 
junction  of  Pleasant,  Pond,  and  C  >ita;^e  Streets,  and  is 
well  remembered  by  a  few  of  Dorchest^ir's  present  citizens 
as  the  iiliice  of  learning  where  they  acquired  a  portion, 
at  least,  of  their  early  eclueation.  Perhaps  the  most 
famous  of  these  scholai-s  was  George  Bond,  the  astronomer. 
Crovenuxr  Gaidner  also  attended  tiie  school,  and  so  did 
William  Bond,  Dr.  Benjamin  Cushing,  and  Zebedee  Cook. 
The  hall  was  also  used  for  lectures  and  addresses  of  the 
upper  classes  of  that  da}.  Among  those  who  attended 
these  were  the  Hon.  Perez  Morton,  Francis  Everett,  Dea- 
con £dward  Sharp,  Koliert  Kiehardson,  William  H.  Rich- 
ardson, Deacon  James  Humplneys,  and  liis  non  the  present 
Deiicon  Henry  Humphreys,  Dr.  William  A.  Alcott,  Sam- 
uel Whiteomb,  and  William  Harris. 

The  leetureis  indnded  some  of  the  most  noted  men  of 
the  day.  Mr.  TSschmacher  spoke  on  the  subject  of  Geol- 
ogy, Professor  Webster,  of  Cambridge,  on  Chemistiy,  and 

Dr.  William  T.  Harris  on  Entomology ;  and  among  others 
who  spoke  on  various  topics  were  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes,  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  Professor  Fanar,  and 
Lucius  M.  Sargent. 

The  Dorchester  Academy  was  established  in  1831,  with 
a  board  of  trustees  composed  of  Rev.  John  Codman,  D.  D., 
president;  James  Penniman, treasurer;  Joseph  Leeds, seo- 
letary;  James  Leaoh,  and  Th<Nnas  Tremlett  The  first 
principal  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Riggs,  the  now  veneraUe  mis- 
wmary  at  Constantinople.  The  school  was  Ix'g^un  in  the 
house  of  James  Penniman,  nn  Washington  Street,  the 
present  Walter  Baker  Mansion,  until  suitable  quarters 
could  be  obtained.   It  proved  very  popular,  and  in  1832  it 
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had  lOS  pupils  enrolled.  In  the  cHtiilogue  for  that  year 
ai-e  the  name«  of  many  of  Doieiiester's  most  respected  men 
and  women  during  the  last  halfK-eiitiuy  ;  and  ther*^  aro 
many  living  to-day  whose  thoughts  go  back  to  Liic  old 
academy  days  with  affeotionato  x^membnuices.  The  tniB> 
tees  spared  no  pains  to  make  tiie  aoademy  a  model  in  every 
way,  their  attention  being  equally  divided  upon  the 
hranohes  of  study  and  deportment.  "The  principles  of 
govemment,'*  the  early  catalogue  states,  ''are  not  tyran* 
nical  and  arbitraiy.  No  principle  is  developed  before  there 
is  occasion  for  its  immediate  use.  Then  the  pupil  nnder- 
stancLs  that  it  is  one  which  his  own  highest  interest,  and 
the  highest  interest  of  the  whole,  actually  requires,  —  one 
idiieh  springs  immediately  from  the  relations  which  he 
sustains.  Consequentiy  the  motive  to  obedience  becomes 
strong  and  powerful.  It  is  the  aame  that  will  nige  him  to 
a  faithful  performance  of  duty  in  fature  life.  It  is  that 
which  will  add  to  such  a  performance  of  duty  the  richest 
of  earthly  enjoyments,  a  eovsctoumess  of  having  done  right. 
In  case  of  disobedience,  this  hajn  itk  ss  will  be  set  in  strik- 
ing contr.iiit  witli  tlie  miser}-  consecpient  upon  a  neglect  of 
duty,  and  a  violation  of  moral  obligation.  If  the  pupil's 
own  mind  is  made  to  dwell  suitably  upon  this  contrast  in 
the  hour  of  private  retirement  and  meditation,  he  will 
generally  be  sufficiently  corrected, — not  indeed  by  the  rod 
of  his  teacher,  but  by  that  which  is  still  more  intolerable, 
the  lashes  of  his  own  conscience." 

In  spite  of  the  tolerance  of  tlie  above  statement,  extreme 
measiireM  were  occasionally  ero])loyed.  It  is  relate*!  that 
while  the  school  sessions  were  still  held  in  the  Penniman 
House,  the  i>rincip:il  1ia<I  a  lontj  att<ick  of  illness.  The 
vacancy  was  tilled  by  John  Codiuuu  (^who  has  since  become 
SO  well  known  as  the  Captain  *')  who  was  at  that  time  at 
home  on  a  vacation  from  Amherst  College.  The  new  prin- 
cipal celebrated  his  election  to  the  honored  position  by 
administering  a  wUpping  to  every  boy  in  the  school,  with 
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one  exception.  Thb  exception,  it  is  said,  was  made  owing 
to  the  probability  that  the  boy  wonld  zevetae  tbe  oider  of 
exexdaes  if  an  attempt  bad  been  made  to  apply  the  ferule. 
NeTOrweie  more  fervent  prayers  uttered  than  those  for 

the  recover}'  of  the  principal,  Dr.  Riggs  ;  hut  Mr.  Codman 
was  never  accused  of  not  preserving  oixier  in  his  school. 

At  the  end  of  some  six  or  eight  montlis  the  building  for 
the  Dorchester  Academy  was  ready  for  occupancy ;  and  the 
school  was  removed  from  the  Penniman  Houset  which  had 
been  given  up  so  gen^nsly  for  its  use.  The  new  build- 
ing was  located  on  Washington  Street,  near  tlie  Second 
Church,  and  itatUl  remains  standing,  after  passing  through 
the  changes  necessary  to  make  it  into  a  dwelling-house. 

The  aggregate  number  of  children  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  town  in  1834  was  647,  and  tlie  private  schools  cared  for 
the  instruction  of  233.  Five  primary  scliools  were  estab- 
lished this  year,  to  wliich  children  under  seven  years  of  age 
could  be  sent,  at  an  expense  of  three  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents  a  week. 

In  1886  the  several  school  dislxietB  of  the  town  weze 
renumbered ;  the  fonner  Unea,  however,  beii^  r^ained* 
Before  the  establishment  o{  the  first  annual  8(^ools  the 
town  created  certain  limits  which  were  known  as  school 
districts.  In  1801  these  were  more  systematically  arranged 
in  four  districts,  unotlier  district  l)eing  added  soon  after. 
In  181o  tht  lines  were  jjliglitly  altered  so  as  to  malie  six 
districts  instead  of  five,  and  the  seventh  wtis  added  not 
long  after.  It  was  expeoted  tiiat  parents  would  send  their 
children  to  the  school  in  the  district  Yfhen  they  lived ;  but 
as  a  matter  of  fact  the  rule  waa  never  strieUy  enforced, 
and  the  children  went  to  the  nearest  school,  <»*  to  the  one 
which  for  one  reason  or  another  was  the  most  popular  with 
the  parents.  Tlie  nunilx^ring  of  the  schools  this  year, 
however,  was  very  specilic.  No.  1  was  known  as  the 
'•North  Burj'ing-Place ; "  No.  2,  "Jvev.  N.  Hall's  Meeting- 
House ;  "  No.  3,  "  Lower  Road ;  "  No.  4,  "  Upper  Uoad ;  '* 
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No.  6,  "Lower  Mills;"  No.  6,  U[)per  Milk;"  No.  7, 
"  Southwest  Part  of  the  Townj"  No.  8,  "Neponset  Vil- 
lage;" No.  9,   Commercial  Poiiit;"  Biid,  later.  No.  10, 

Little  Neck,**  and  No.  11,  ''Mount  Bovddn.** 

The  yean  1886  and  1887  vrete  important  ones  for  the 
aohoola,  no  less  than  aix  new  buildings  being  erected  during 
that  period.  These  were  dietributed  one  in  eiich  grammar 
school  district,  the  total  expense  being  coveretl  by  the  sale 
of  the  land  in  South  Boston  donated  to  the  town  in  lfi55 
bj  Jolui  (-  laj),  t<><j»'(bcr  with  the  apportionment  to  tlie  town 
of  the  State  smpius  iund,  which  amounted  to  almost  nine 
thousand  ddlais.  Time  the  bnrden  of  building  t^ieae 
aohoolhousee  did  not  &11  on  the  people,  and  left  them  free 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  four  thousand  doUan  to  go 
towards  the  support  of  the  schools. 

The  salaries  of  the  school  teachers  then  in  service  were 
increrused  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  jjer  year  for 
instructoi-s,  and  four  dollars  per  week  for  the  teatiiers  be- 
longing to  the  gentler  sex.  This  rise  did  not  aj)j)ly  to  any 
teachei-s  who  might  be  added  to  the  schools,  their  salaries 
being  left  «atirely  to  the  disorotioii  of  the  school  ecnnmitee. 

In  1844  the  town  granted  the  schools  Wednesday  aftsP' 
noons  from  the  middle  of  Itfay  to  the  middle  of  September. 
Six  years  previous  to  this,  nine  of  the  teachers  had  signed 
a  petition  asking  to  be  excused  from  keeping  school  on 
these  afternoons,  and  the  town  had  granted  their  reqtiest. 
It  was  found  necessar}'.  however,  for  them  to  reconsider 
their  vote,  as  more  than  three  hundred  persons  signed  a 
petition  opposing  tlie  idea  of  allowing  the  schools  tliis 
weekly  half-holiday. 

In  connection  with  this  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  what 
holidays  Hie  teachers  and  children  were  allowed  during 
the  second  quarter  of  a  century.  Saturday  afternoon  was 
regularly  granted ;  and  special  holidays  were  made  of  the 
itfffrTioon  of  all  town-meeting  days,  when  public  officers 
wer«  elected.    The  last  Wednesday  in  May  and  the  first 
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Monday  in  June  were  'election  days  ;  and  no  school  was 
held  on  the»m  o€c*usions.  Tlie  Fourth  of  July  was  also 
observed  by  the  youthiul  patiioUi,  and  there  was  no  school 
on  Hamid  Commeiiceiiieiit  Day.  The  saciamental  lec^ 
VIM  gave  anotber  opportonity  for  the  youths  and  matdftiiiii 
a«  well  as  the  teachers  theinselYes,  to  get  a  little  relazatioii 
from  their  work.  Tlie  children  were  allowed  to  attend 
a^ese  lectarea  without  losing  their  standing  in  the  olasa,  if 
such  action  was  at  the  request  of  the  parents.  If  the 
tra  iler  wished  to  attend,  he  eouM  (lismiss  the  school 
earl;  I  r  in  the  day.  Twice  a  year  the  general  "visitation  " 
of  the  sclioois  took  place ;  and  at  these  times  the  com- 
mittee allowed  the  children  a  holiday  either  before  or  after 
the  ^tattoii,  at  the  diacvation  of  the  teaeher.  The  task 
of  passing  through  these  Beini<«nnual  ezanunations  was 
such,  however,  iliat  llie  teacher  almost  invariably  chose  the 
succeeding  day  for  the  holiday.  Daring  the  early  part  of 
the  century  the  teacher  gained  an  extra  day  when  the  min- 
isters took  the  children  in  hand  for  the  catechising.  All 
school  exercises  were  suspended  on  these  occasions.  If 
the  teacher  had  a  pupil  whom  he  was  fitting  for  college, 
he  was  allowed  time  to  see  that  he  took  his  examinations 
properly.  The  diildren  of  today  would  lurdly  change 
their  school  days  for  those  which  their  parents  and  grand* 
parents  enjoyed. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1846  there  were  1,854 
piqKQs  who  attended  the  sixteen  schools  which  <he  town 
supported.  t];p  average  attendance  for  the  year  being  seven 
hundred  and  tiftecn. 

In  connection  with  the  public  schoob  of  the  town  the 
fact  should  be  mentioned  that  at  this  time  there  existed 
no  less  than  ten  private  institutions  of  learning,  which 
included  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  scholars.  The  ex- 
pense  for  this  instruction  exceeded  four  thousand  dollais, 
which  was  more  than  twice  as  much  as  the  town  i^io> 
priated  for  the  support  of  its  sixteen  schools.    This  ia 
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uudoubtedly  the  largest  number  of  private  schools  which 
have  existed  in  Dorchester  at  any  one  time,  <as  the  wise 
action  of  the  school  committee,  soon  after  thiii  time,  in 
improving  the  public  opportouities  for  instruction  has  been 
contmaed  with  steady  gain,  and  with  thu  improvement 
there  has  been  Ims  denuuid  for  private  teachera. 

The  fiiBt  step  of  the  school  committee  in  this  direction 
was  the  establishing  of  intermediate  schools  in  the  first  six 
districts  and  in  the  school  at  Little  Neck,  —  afterwards 
called  Washington  Village,  —  whenever  the  aggregate  aver- 
age attendance  of  childi-en  reached  one  bundled  siiid  thirty- 
five.  The  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  wr3  appiopriated 
by  the  town  to  enable  the  committee  to  accomplish  its 
purpose.  It  was  also  yoted  to  allow  the  ooramittee  to 
establish  intermediate  sehools  in  Neponset  village  and  in 
other  distiiets  at  their  discretion,  whenevw  these  schools 
contained  at  least  twmtjT'five  pupils  who  were  too  advanced 
for  the  primar}'  classes. 

"The  year  1848."  the  committee  a5iserts,  "is  an  im- 
portant and  memomble  one  in  the  liistory  of  the  Dor- 
chester schools,  having  l>eeii  one  in  which  more  lias  been 
attempted,  and  it  is  believed  niore  accomplished,  than  in 
any  previous  year."  The  appropriation  for  school  pur- 
poses this  year  was  certainly  largely  in  excess  of  previous 
sums,  amounting  to  thirty-one  thousand  doUam*  With 
this  almost  all  the  achooihouses  were  repaired  or  enlaxged, 
and  many  important  changes  were  made  in  the  intuest  of 
the  comfort  of  the  pupils.  A  new  building  was  erected 
at  Little  Neck,  and  r\nother  on  Commercial  Point  and 
Harrison  Square.  This  building  was  first  used  in  1840, 
wlieii  tlie  primary  school  was  removed  to  it  fiom  the  house 
on  the  Point,  and  an  intermeibate  school  formed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  more  advanced  children.  These  two 
schools  were  later  combined  under  the  name  of  tiie  May* 
erick  School.  Many  improvements  were  also  made  this 
same  year  in  the  school  arrangements  for  Neponset. 


846 


GOOD  OLD  DOBOHBBTBB. 


During  the  next  year  the  committee  continued  its  good 
work  by  assiguing  to  each  school  a  name,  instead  of  the 
numbers  by  which  they  had  been  designated.  This  change 
was  not  only  intended  to  give  tim  sobools  mora  individ- 
iiality,  but  also  to  bzing  them  *^  into  aiBociation  with  some 
of  the  great  and  good  men  who  have  livod  unong  ns.** 

In  1850  the  subject  of  a  high  school  was  again  agitated, 
—  this  time  with  more  success.  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  tax-payers  of  the  town  signed  a  petition  Eiaking  the 
school  committee  "to  recoinri  id  to  the  town  tlie  immedi- 
ate establishment  of  a  high  sc  hool."  This  petition  was 
discujssed  and  reflected  upon  for  two  yeara,  when  action 
was  finally  taken.  The  sum  of  six  thousand  doUan  was 
appropriated  with  whieh  to  erect  a  building,  the  location 
selected  being  on  the  School  Pasture  property,  on  the 
westerly  side  of  South  Boston  and  Dorchester  turnpike, 
a  little  north  of  Centre  Street.  This  spot  was  selected 
as  being  the  most  central  position. 

The  srhool  wius  organized  in  Decfinlker,  1852,  with  a 
menil>ei>>hij)  of  lifty-nine  puj>ils  of  l)oth  sexes,  represent- 
ing the  Everett,  Mather,  Adams,  Gibson,  Wiuiiirop,  Nor- 
folk, and  private  schools.  The  first  principal  was  William 
J.  Bolfe,  the  present  Shakeqpeaiian  authority,  who  hdd 
the  position  for  four  yean.  Mr.  Rolfe*s  successor  was 
Jonathan  Kimball,  who  ramained  for  nine  years.  Elbridge 
Smith,  the  third  master,  was  in  charge  of  the  school  for 
the  long  period  of  twenty-four  years,  during  which  time 
he  estiiblished  a  reputation  whieh  was  second  to  that  of 
no  other  Dorchester  teacher.  The  present  incunilx,'nt  is 
Charles  J.  Lincoln,  who  was  Mr.  Smiih*s  immediate 
successor. 

Early  in  May  1853,  a  new  primary  school  was  opened 
in  the  vestry  of  the  Methodist  Meeting-House,  at  Port 
Norfolk,  which  was  called  the   Stoughton  School.**  Two 

years  later  the  town  erected  a  new  building  on  River 
Street,  and  the  Stoughton  and  Neponset  schools  were 
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united  under  the  name  of  the  "  Wiushiiigton  School," 
Thi^  school  is  now  known  by  its  original  name,  in  honor  of 
Gov.  William  Stoughton  who  was  ao  promiueut  duriug  the 
latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  centuiy.  The  Ute  E.  B. 
Eohinson  recalled  the  fact  that  there  was  an  earlier  school 
on  River  Street,  which  perhaps  might  be  considered  the 
predecessor  of  the  Stoughton  School.  attended  this 
school,"  said  Mr.  Robinson,  "  when  but  five  years  of  age, 
it  being  kept  at  this  time  by  Master  Fairbanks.  Three 
years  later,  in  1828,  Davis  Capen  was  m  charge  of  the 
school,  and  his  successors  were  Thomas  P.  Ryder  and 
Dr.  Dug^  from  Quiucy.  I  weU.  remeinl)er  thi»  latter 
teadier,  who  once  gave  me  a  severe  flogging  in  mistake 
for  one  of  the  same  name.**  Hiere  are  now  eleven  regu- 
lar instructors  and  four  hundred  and  flftj-«iz  pupils  in 
the  Stoughton  district,  Edward  M.  Lancaster  being  the 
principal. 

The  new  building  for  the  Everett  Sc!\nol  was  ready  for 
occupancy  February  25,  1856.  The  Mon.  Edward  Everett, 
for  whom  the  school  wa.s  named,  was  one  of  t)ie  speakers 
on  this  occasion,  and  in  the  course  of  liis  remarks  he 
said;  — 

I  hold,  sir,  that  to  read  the  English  language  well,  that  is, 
with  intdligenoe,  feeling,  spirit,  and  effect, — to  write  with 
despatch  a  neat,  bandsome,  legible  hand  (for  it  is,  after  all,  a 
great  object  in  writiog  to  have  others  able  to  read  what  you 
write'*.  !uul  to  be  master  of  the  fonr  nilea  of  arithmetic,  so  as 
to  dispose  at  once  with  accuracy  of  every  question  of  figures 
which  comes  up  in  practical  life, — I  say,  I  call  this  a  good 
education;  and  if  you  add  the  ability  to  write  grammatical 
English,  with  tbB  help  of  a  voy  few  hard  words,  I  regard  it  as 
an  excellent  education.  These  are  the  tools;  you  can  do 
much  with  them,  but  you  are  helpless  without  them.  They  are 
the  foundation ;  and  unless  yuu  begin  with  these,  all  your  flashy 
attainments,  a  little  philosophy,  a  little  physiology,  and  a  little 
geology,  and  all  the  other  olof^  and  wtf^iUf  are  but  ostenta- 
tlons  mbbish." 
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This  wooden  buiUling  was  located  on  Sumner  Street, 
and  was  sujjrisrded  in  1876  by  the  more  commodious 
Btructuic  now  known  as  tlie  "  Edwaid  Everett  School." 
TbA  district  now  has  twentfone  regular  inatrooton  and 
twelve  hundred  and  seTent]r-4wo  pupils.  Heniy  B.  Miner 
is  the  present  principaL 

The  Gibson  Schoolhouse,  on  School  Street,  so  called  in 
honor  of  the  early  donor  of  the  schools,  Christopher 
Gilwon,  was  built  in  1857,  a  portion  of  the  expense  bein^ 
met  hv  creneroui^  f^^itn  from  the  lion.  Edmund  P.  I'ileston 
and  lioswell  (tlciuson.  E.  B.  Robinson,  mentioned  on 
a  preceding  page,  was  also  a  pupil  in  a  school  in  this 
vicinity  which  preceded  the  Gibson  School.  He  says :  "  I 
attended  Master  Robert  Yose's  school  in  a  lane  opposite 
RosweU  Gleason's  store,  near  the  *Four  Cornen.'  Vose 
was  an  expert  at  rod  swinging,  but  was  a  good  school- 
master. His  son,  Robert  Vose,  Jr.,  afterwards  kept  the 
same  sohool  for  many  years.  Charles  P.  Kimball  suc- 
ceeded the  elder  Vose;  and  after  him  came  .Teremiah 
Plympton,  William  K,  Vail,  and  Ama.sa  Davenport."  In 
1881  the  Gibson  School  was  moved  to  the  Atherton  Build- 
ing, on  Columbia  Street,  the  building  thus  vacated  being 
used  for  less  advanced  classes.  The  force  of  instruetixs 
in  the  Gibson  district  now  nurnhns  fourteen,  who  have 
six  handled  and  B«v«Dty«even  pujnls  under  their  chatne. 
William  E.  Endicott  is  the  principal. 

In  1860  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  by  the  town 
for  public  education  was  thirteen  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents  for  each  child  between  tlip  af^es  of  live  and  eighteen. 
At  this  time  Xahant  and  l>j  1  line  were  the  only  towns  lu 
the  Conniion wealth  which  appropriated  larger  amounte  of 
money  per  chfld  for  public  school  purposes. 

In  1861  another  school  building  was  erected,  being  situ- 
ated on  Adams  Street,  and  named  the  **  Harris  School,**  in 
honor  of  the  Rev.  Thaddeus  Mascm  Harris,  D.D.,  who  was 
the  pastor  of  the  First  Parish  for  many  yean.  There  are 
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now  fourteen  instructors  in  this  district,  aiul  six  hundred 
and  sixty  pupils*  N.  Hosea  Wbittemore  is  at  the  head  of 
the  school. 

The  Tilestou  School,  located  on  Norfolk  Street,  Mattar 
pan,  was  named  for  the  llou.  Edmund  P.  Tilestou,  for 
many  years  a  foremost  paper  manu&ctuier  in  Doieliester. 
Hw  boildiiig  for  this  school  was  weeted  in  1868.  Mr. 
TSleston  piesented  the  school  with  a  clock,  and  at  his 
decease  he  bequeathed  to  it  Ids  valuable  library.  There 
aie  five  instructors  and  two  hundred  and  seventeen  pupils 
at  present  la  this  district.  Uiiam  M.  Geoige  is  the 
principal. 

When  Dorchester  was  annexed  to  Boston,  in  1870,  the 
schools  of  the  town  came  under  the  control  of  the  city^ 
and  gained  the  benefit  of  the  system  there  estsUidied; 
but  in  proportaoa  to  the  nnmher  of  pupils  in  the  schools 
before  annexation,  as  compared  with  the  present  number, 
the  appropriations  made  hy  the  city  have  been  no  more  gen- 
erous than  those  of  the  town.  Many  Dorchester  residents, 
indeed,  feel  that  the  union  benefited  the  Boston  schools 
quite  as  much  as  their  own,  and  are  proud  to  know  that 
the  excellent  advantages  now  offered  to  the  youth  are  duo 
to  the  past  effortii  of  the  town  itself  no  Im^  than  to  the 
system  which  has  made  Boston  the  *^  Athens  of  America." 

In  1886  a  new  schoolhonse  was  built  on  Neponset  Ave* 
nue  for  the  Minot  School,  which  had  f onneriy  occupied  a 
building  on  Walnut  Street,  Neponset.  The  mune  of  the 

hool  was  chosen  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  Minot 
family.  The  corps  of  teachers  in  the  district  numbers 
eleven,  and  there  are  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pupils. 
The  principal  is  Joseph  T.  Ward,  Jr. 

On  June  22,  1889,  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary was  celebrated  of  the  establishment  of  the  Mather 
School, — the  first  free  public  sdiod  in  America,  sup- 
ported by  a  direct  tax  on  the  people.  The  exercises  were 
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held  in  a  large  tent,  located  on  Meetingp-House  Hill,  and 
were  under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  special  committee 
appointed  for  the  puqmse,  consisting  of  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Gaiiiigiier,  All's.  Emily  A.  Filield,  Mr. •  liiclmd  C.  Hum- 
phreys, William  A.  Mowiy,  FI1.D.,  liberty  D.  Pw&ard, 
M.D.,  and  Mr.  Ricliard  J*  Walali. 

At  two  o'clock  a  proMnon  composed  of  tlie  gmdtiates 
of  the  Doicliester  schools  marched  into  the  tent,  each  class 
being  preceded  by  a  banner  bearing  the  name  of  the  school. 
The  girls  seated  themselves  jit  tlie  ri^ht  of  tlie  stage  and 
the  boys  at  the  left^  leaving  the  centre  of  the  platform  to 
be  occupied  by  the  bigh-tichool  graduates. 

The  Rev.  Arthur  Little,  D.D.,  i)astor  of  the  Second 
Church  of  Dorchester,  offered  prayer;  after  which  the 
giadiiateB  joined  in  sLnging  the  uniaon  ehoroB  from 
Mendebsohn'a  **  Feat  Oesang  ** :  — 

Larning  dawned,  it*  Ugbt  •»>••$ 
Tim  the  Initli  aauSM  it»  foM.** 

Hon.  GbaileB  T.  GaUagher,  pzeeidmt  of  the  acbod 
board,  tbrai  delivered  llie  addreee  of  welcome.  After  his 
remarka  the  Rev*  Samuel  J.  Barrows,  editor  of  tiie 

"Christian  Register/'  was  introdueed.  In  Uie  coume  of 
his  address  Mr.  Barrows  said: — 

**  Dorcheeter  has  been  generous  in  her  gifts  to  tbe  commoD- 
wealth.  She  began  by  giving  herself  away.  She  gave  liberally 
of  her  soil,  —  a  large  slice  to  Stoughton,  another  slice  to  Milton. 
Aftenvanla  she  gave  South  Boston  and  Washington  Villuge  to 
the  city  of  Boston ;  and  at  last  gave  away  all  she  had ;  so  that 
ttie  city  of  Boston  has  5000  acres  of  land  which  once  bdonged 
to  this  ancisDt  town.  She  has  been  generous  not  only  with  her 
soil,  bnt  with  its  fruits.  There  have  been  rssred  in  her  garden 
some  flowers  which  never  before  blossomed  on  this  planet ;  some 
fruits  which  never  before  regaled  huniiin  lips.  Sht-  has  given  to 
the  country  the  still  richer  fruit  of  her  owu  life-blood,  as  yonder 
monument  will  testify;  bat  of  all  other  oontibutions  to  cily, 
State,  or  natkm,  it  seems  to  me  none  has  such  far-readiing  and 
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pt'i  iiianeut  significance  as  this  contribution  of  a  «rrcat  idea  em- 
bodied in  a  great  institution,  —  the  tirst  free  public  school  in  the 
United  States." 

William  A.  Mowry,  Ph.D.,  delivered  the  historieal  ad- 
dre»8.  After  briefly  sketchiiig  the  early  history  of  the 
Dorcliester  schools,  he  said:  — 

If  tiie  Boston  of  to-day  can  justly  claim  (1)  the  establish- 
ment of  tlie  first  New  Englaiid  tovn-meeting,  aiid(2)  can  point 
to  her  Latin  8ehod  m  the  Ibst  pnblio  iehool  etteMlahed  for 

Beeondary  education^  and  to  the  Mather  School  as  the  first  school 
for  whif'h  tlic  people  of  a  toTrn  were  taxed,  and  if  she  shall 
receive  iroiu  the  future  historian  (3)  the  credit  of  her  school 
conuuittee,  from  Dorchester  district,  being  the  first  school  com- 
ndttee  of  this  broad  land  then  appointed  to  oversee  the  first 
publicly  ffQpp(»ted  sobool, — then,  snrely,  ire  are  wairaoted  in 
eonsidering  this  occasion  as  commemorating  the  planting  of  that 
seed  which  has  j;erminated  and  ^^rown  to  n  ireat  tree,  which 
now  furnishes  a  delightful  and  refreshing  shade  for  the  whole 
nation." 

It  had  been  expected  that  Governor  Ames  would  be 
present  at  the  celebmtion,  but  poor  health  forced  him  to 
decline;  and  the  chairman  read  his  letter  of  itngret, 
together  with  similar  letters  from  Hon.  J.  W.  Dickinson, 
Seoretary  of  the  Maaaaohiuetts  Board  of  Education,  and 
horn  Rev.  Henry  M.  Dexter,  D.D.  Mr.  DieUnaon  said  in 
his  letter:— 

One  of  the  most  memorable  eveuts  iu  the  history  of  thu 
Commonwealth  is  the  establishment  for  tiie  first  time  in  the 
world  of  free  pablio  sehools  supported  by  a  graeral  tax.  The 

early  coloniBts  seem  to  have  had  an  intnitive  idea  that  a  free 
State  and  free  public  schools  hold  the  relation  of  dei>endence 
on  each  other.  They  had  no  Hooner  come  to  the  land  which 
they  had  chosen  for  their  new  home,  and  had  prnvided  for  their 
immediate  physical  wants,  and  hsd  erected  their  shnple  phusea 
of  wocship,  than  they  established  schools  for  the  free  ediusation 
of  all  the  ohildven.  Ever  since  that  day  the  public  school  and 
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tLe  chnrrrb  hare  contriboted  tAdbt  its  pecolbx  aiae^tiag  pover  m 
pmmnhij^  the  wdfsn  of  ft  frae  people,  nmrhlii  wj  wd 
fed  prood  of  having  otyaii*d  the  fzac  bee  eoHam  Mhoel 

M^p{>c»rt«d  hj  a  common  tax,  u:^  of  Lavfnfr  choeea  Mr.  Htfviid 

sfkJ  r)*s/»orj  W:.-ij?ra!I  and  Mr.  Atr.f-rt.jn  t.i      tL»?  trs-t  ?ovb 
mmj    i-iO/l  ^omimitee  kocywn  in  tOe  Jti^t'.<nr  of  (be  race.* 

Hob.  ThcmM  N.  Hait,  mavor  of  Boston,  made  a  few 

remarlcji,  expressing  his  sympathy  with  even-thing  which 
teufhtfl  to  fjf'Tiefit  the  5?-ehoobi.  Edt^iii  P.  r^eaver.  A.^f^, 
.Sn{;«-nijt»rii'irnt  of  ih*-  Sr'hfXiL*  of  l>«jp-t"n.  touohed  on  ihe 
iuiviiutages  BoBtou  enjoyed  in  regard  to  ^cbooLn  oiiJ  die 
proportion  of  the  city's  population  which  was  in  daily 
aUandanee.  Re?.  Father  Peter  Bonaa,  of  St  PeWs 
Onuch,  Meetiog-HooBe  HOI,  followed  Mr.  Seaver. 

Tlie  chaimiaii  next  introdneed  Mr.  John  Kneelend,  a 
member  of  the  Boetoii  Booid  of  Superviaony  who  eaid:  — 

"I  have  ehraja  femembcnd  with  pkamie  tiie  admbaUa 
manner  in  iriiieb  tiie  tchoole  of  Dondieeter  weie  maniged  by  the 

bcIkhA  committee.  The  board  consisted  of  basineee  men  and 
scholarly  men,  am!  thi*  work  was  divided  amon^  them  according 
to  their  particular  taHto  and  ability.  Nothin<^  was  neploctt*d. 
One  member  examined  all  the  schoolii  in  readiug  twice  a  year ; 
another  nembeff  in  grammar;  another,  in  arithmetic,  and  eo  in 
other  etndiee.  I  liaTe  not  known,  in  my  eiq[wtience,  eefaoola 
more  thoroughly  examined.  I  cannot  fefinln  from  mentioning 
m)mp  of  these  m«'n  to  «'hom  Dorrhrntor  owes  bo  much,  because 
of  their  advancement  of  its  c* lin  ationnl  intrrcsts:  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Hall,  for  some  years  ci^iairmau  oi  the  board;  Rev. 
Thomea  B.  Fox,  and  Ber.  Jamee  H.  Heane,  active  membeia; 
Tncrsaea  8.  Smith,  former  preoeptor  of  Derby  Academy,  in 
Hlngham ;  Rl>enezer  Clapp,  ^  to  whom  modi  ie  due  for  thoee 
records  qaoted  to<^y ;  Dr.  Jolm  P.  Spconer,  who  for  many 

<  Ths  ohaptsn  fa  the  HliUny  of  Dorebeitar  (Itte)  from  which  the  main 

fnnf^  rrfrrred  to  on  thli  otcHgion  wcrp  taken,  were  written  bj  Willi nni  B. 
'iViisk,  and  not  bj  Mr.  Clapp.  It  is  proper  to  Mj  here  that  the  tonrn  ii 
eedsr  gml  oUigelleBS  (e  Mr.  Thuik  for  his  lAbon  ia  getiiMiec  tSfSllMt 
the  Noordi  which  itAr  t»  the  seboob. 
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jeai-H  looked  out  for  the  material  interests  of  the  scliools; 
Wiliuim  D.  SwaOf  for  many  years  a  noted  Boston  master,  and 
very  inflnMitial  in  town  alliin*  Though  not  on  the  adiool  oom- 
mittee,  Dr.  Edvud  Jftrvia  md  8Mnnd[  Downer,  Jr.,  ehould  not 
l»e  foxgotten.'* 

The  «cexdaea  were  oontuiiied  hy  lemarkB  made  by 

William  T.  xXdains,  Esq.,  better  known  as  **  Oliver  Optic  j'* 
Mr.  George  B.  Hyde,  a  former  master  in  the  fiTantt 
School ;  Mr.  Charles  Carleton  Coffin,  the  famous  war 
correspondent  and  journalist;  Mr.  Richard  C.  Humphreys, 
of  the  Boston  school  committee  ;  and  Mrs.  Emily  A.  Fifield, 
the  chairman  of  the  Dorchester  Division  committee. 

Among  the  Dorchester  schoolmasters  of  the  last  fifty 
years  the  name  of  William  D.  Swan  is  especially  prom- 
inent. He  began  life  as  a  mechanic;  but  while  yet  a 
young  man  he  began  to  teach, — first  in  Dorchester,  and 
later  in  Charlestown  and  Boston.  He  then  entered  the 
book  business,  and  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Hickling, 
Swan,  and  Brewer,  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  pub- 
liahing  Woiceatef^a  Dictioiiazy.  He  published  many 
school-hooks,  anumg  which  were  HilUaid*s  Seadexs,  of 
which  Dr.  Benjamin  Cushing  relates  the  following  aaeo> 
dote :  "  When  I  was  at  the  South,  during  the  war,"  writes 
Dr.  Cushing,  "as  I  was  walking  from  Fortress  Monroe 
to  the  hospital,  on  Hampton  Beach,  where  I  was  stationed, 
I  saw  an  old  negro,  one  of  the  contr  ihands,  sitting  by  tho 
wayside  intently  looking  over  a  houk.  I  was  curious  to 
see  what  interested  huu  so  much,  and  lookiug  at  it  1  iuund 
it  to  be  *Fiist  Primacy  Header,  Hilliaid*8  Series.*** 

Mr.  Swan  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  wit,  and  humor; 
and  he  wss  loved  hy  his  friends  and  hated  by  his  enemies; 

**  Loffy  and  toar  to  them  that  loved  him  not, 
Birt  IQ  thoM  mMi  that  Mogfak  htm  flWMt  m  •munar.'* 

He  met  with  reTezees  late  in  life,  and  his  last  years  were 

passed  in  retirement.    He  once  said  that  ho  wanted  no 

better  epitaph  than  this:  '*He  tanght  children." 

so 


aud 

liwiric-t  l,a<]  fan, 
''I'wt  tin.  dw,.lli„ 


vwtn-.  „f       di4id«r«^  Ajii^du,^  Street  u,d  at 

l»l*n,d.  luu.  bv  ],tti,  7l  <rf  Ike  town  ta« 

1'na.iiive.  thatche;£„Sr^7  ""^  superior  to  0^  fc« 

JWBd,  not  «u!v  ,^  niav  »d!'  f^l 

i-  thed.^  o.  \.e  fi«t  free 

their  ^Mdilr'^n!; ^ 
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XABLT  D0BCHB8TBB  HOHBS. 

OOI)  Old  Dorchester,  in  spite  of  its  rich 
triiditioiis,  has  allowed  the  progress  of  the 
modem  eia  to  Buimoimt  the  feelingB  of 
pride  which  those  who  loved  the  aaaociar 
tioDB  of  a  li]^one  age  have  ever  dbenshed 
towards  the  memorials  which  seemed  to 
bind  the  present  with  the  past.  Until  within  a  few  yean 
several  IniildingH  wore  standing  which  had  sheltered  sno- 
cessive  generations  from  the  i)eri(Ml  of  the  early  fathere 
down  to  the  modern  age  ;  some  still  remain,  fnrnisliing 
tlie  historian  with  interest  and  the  lover  of  the  ancient 
widi  delight ; — but  iinfofftiiiiately  most  of  them  have  been 
destroyed  or  removed. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  fint  two  years  in  tiie 
history  of  the  Dorchester  Plantation  were  oecupied  by  the 
settlers  in  providing  for  the  immediate  necessitieB  of  life, 
and  in  erecting  temporary  shelter  for  themselves  and  their 
families.  These  rude  houses  were  mostly  built  of  logs, 
being  covered  with  thatch,  which  grew  in  great  <iuaiititie8 
upon  the  salt  marshes.  As  the  condition  of  the  people 
improved,  they  built  better  habitations ;  in  the  construction 
of  which  they  used  oak  beams,  hewn  out  of  trees  which 
they  lonnd  growing  in  the  vicinity.  It  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  fint  settlers  chose  the  sturdy  oak,  which  is  so 
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characteristic  of  tlie  people  tlieuiselves,  for  the  construction 
of  their  dwellings,  that  their  work  lasted  for  so  many 
years,  and  enabled  their  descendants  to  gain  from  it  an 
insight  into  the  lives  and  ehftiaoteis  of  their  aacestozB. 


THB  BABKABD  GATES  H017BX. 


This  old  house,  situated  on  Washington  Straet»  nearly 
opposite  MelTille  Avenue,  was  huilt  bj  Barnard  Capen,^ 
betireen  1680  and  1687.  This  ^aoes  it  among  the  first 
houses  built  in  the  town,  and  makes  it  the  oldest  of 

those  now  standing.    It  is  the  second  oldest  house  in 

New  England.   VV^ith  the  exrei>tion  nf  one  year,  the  liouse  ii 

has  always  been  in  the  pobses^iou  of  some  branch  of  the 

Capen  family. 

Within  the  memoiy  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Dorches- 
ter* Mn»  Ann  Capen  occupied  the  M  house.  She  was  ' 
bom  in  1770,  and  was  married  here  in  1792.  Eight  yeam 
later  she  was  a  widow  with  one  child, —the  only  survivor 
of  the  lour  which  had  been  bom  to  her.  The  memories  of 
the  house  were  naturally  surrounded  by  sadness  and  gloom, 
and  after  tlie  death  of  her  huslmnd  the  young^  widow  left 
Dorchester  for  eig^ht  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  time 
had  lif^htened  her  .soiiows,  and  she  returned  to  the  old 
place,  where  she  kept  house  for  her  bachelor  brother  until 
IffiSS.  lin,  Davenport,  who  still  lives  near  the  old  home,  is 
her  grsndchild. 

J^m  Hewins,  the  present  owner  and  oooupant,  is  a 
distant  relative  of  Mr.  Capen,  and  he  purchased  the  prof^ 
erty  in  1883.  His  memory  of  the  house  extends  back  to 
his  boyhood,  wlien  he  made  a  visit  to  an  aunt  who  at  the 
time  owned  the  house,  and  lived  in  it.  At  the  time  Mr. 
liewins  purchased  the  property  it  included  the  land  lying 

•  Tlie  name  of  BamArd  Capen  ha^  hrrn  mrntinncd  in  mnnr  places  (it 
BenMid.  The  •p«Uing  Mlopteil  here,  liowsver,  teetu*  to  be  tiie  correct  one. 
Cr.  K.  B.  WgL  Gm.  Rag.  1817,  voL  L^  137,aal  1M8, toL it. |k 80. 

8«t  UlnilnitfiNi  «b  pagt  187. 
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back  of  the  house  to  the  next  street  and  to  Washington 
Street  on  the  front.  lie  h;us  altered  it  in  some  respects,  by 
adding  several  rooms  to  the  house,  and  by  building  a  shed ; 
but  it  still  retains  much  of  its  ancient  aspect  Within 
the  house,  the  ceiling  is  very  low,  and  the  beams  project 
below  the  plaster.  The  lartiiest  end  of  the  house,  cfmsis^ 
ing  of  four  or  five  moms,  was  built  first;  and  some  hun- 
dred years  later  the  end  nearest  the  street  was  added. 
Tlie  house  was  built  on  one  side  with  especial  reference 
to  protection  from  the  Indians  :  and  the  present  owner 
has  found  several  arrows,  during  ins  rciiidence  there,  whiidi 
had  been  sent  with  hostile  intention  by  t^e  wily  savages 
against  the  home-fortress  of  his  anoeatoiB. 

Although  this  ancient  house  remains  in  so  exoellent  a 
oondition,  even  after  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  there  is  but  little  record  of  the  or^;inal  owner  whose 
name  it  bears.  That  he  did  his  part  in  laying  the  early 
foundation  of  the  town,  thei-e  can  be  no  doubt;  Init  he 
did  not  live  long  enough  to  witness  its  progress  and  j^ron- 
perity.  He  died  in  1638,  and  was  the  first  person  to  bo 
buried  in  the  Old  Burying-Ground.  The  old  stone  placed 
over  his  grave  was  found  under  ground,  and  within  a  few 
yean  another  has  been  erected,  on  which  Ihe  original  in^ 
soription  has  been  chiselled,  as  follows:  — 

Here 
liei  die  bodieB  of 
Ifr.  fiariiard  Capen 

ft  Mrs.  Joan  Capen,  his 
wife;  lie  died  Nov.  8 
1688,  Aged  76  yen* 
ind  ahedied  Mmrdi 
26,  1653 
Aged  75  years. 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  insctiption  in  the 
United  States,  ezoepting  perhaps  one  or  two  at  James- 
town, Virginia. 
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THE  CliAf  HOtrSB. 

An  earlier  chapter  ^  contains  an  ooeoimt  of  KogQT  Clap, 
▼ho  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  eady  company 
which  came  over  in  the  Maiy  and  John,'*  in  1680.  Little, 
however,  seems  to  have  been  written  in  i^;aid  to  his  Dor- 

Chester  home,  which  was  situated  on  the  present  Willow 
Court.  Mr.  William  B.  Trask,  who  occupied  tlie  house  in 
its  present  condition  for  seventeen  years,  investigated  the 
history  of  the  ancient  structure ;  and  from  the  results  of 
his  search  it  seems  possible  that  a  portion  of  this  building 
is  perhaps  older  than  any  other  "early  home  "  in  the  town. 
The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  an  article  on  this 
subject  recently  published*  by  Mr.  Trask 

Roger  Clap  was  bom  in  England  in  1609,  came  to  Dor- 
chester in  tiie  *  Msiy  and  John,'  16S0,  married  Johamta  Ford  hi 
1688,  when  he  was  about  tmnty-fonr  yean  dd,  his  wife  being 
then  but  five  montiw  over  sixteen  years  of  age.   Of  the  four^ 

teen  children  bom  to  them,  ten  bore  the  follo^ring  names,  viz., 
two  by  the  name  of  Experience,  Waitstill,  Presen'ed,  Ilopestill, 
Wait,  Thanks,  Desire,  Unite,  and  Supply.  Seven  lived  to  matu- 
rity. These  were  persons  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and 
inflnence,  as  may  be  seen  by  refening  to  the  volnme  entlfled 
the  *  Clap  Memorial.' 

**  *  Such  a  Bright  Family  How  rarely  Men, 
No  TAma^ij  Eisi^  IMnSh  foniid  tberda.' 

it  Of  the  father,  it  is  said,  «His  Greatness,  Goodness  was.' 
Roger  is  flrst  mentioned  in  the  Town  Records,  as  we  have  them, 

in  1633,  the  year  of  his  marriage,  and  i  t  unlikely  his  house 
was  liuilt  not  far  from  that  date.  If  so,  the  portion  of  the 
original  building  now  ntanding  may  be  older  than  any  other 
house,  or  part  of  a  house,  in  Dorchester.  It  is  conjectured 
Captain  Clap  occupied  it  ontQ  1665,  when  lie  removed  with  his 
family  to  the  Csstle,  where  he  wss  commander  about  twenty- 
one  years.  A  centniy  or  so  Ister,  or  in  1767,  the  hoose  waa 

s  Aitkt !».  n.  *  DonhMtw  Bceeoa. 
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«Dlarged  by  Captain  Loitiul-I  Clapp,  of  the  fifth  generation  from 
Nicholas,  a  cousiu  of  Ko}z;er,  with  additions,  as  we  have  been 
informed,  on  tha  front,  and  at  tlie  ends  and  rear.  On  the  third 
of  Nov«nb«r  of  the  next  year,  1768,  Captain  Lemuel  married 
for  his  second  wife  Hiss  Bebeoes  Dexter,  daughter  of  the  Bev* 
Sanrael  Dexter,  of  Dedbam.  They  naturally  looked  around  for 
paper  to  adorn  the  walls  of  the  cast,  or  l)est  room  in  the  house. 
It  is  i^reaumerl  they  consultetl  the  columns  of  the  '  Boston  Ga- 
sette'  for  April  20,  or  perhaps  May  i^,  1768,  and  saw  there  the 
advertisement  of  Ziphion  Thayer,  an  elder  brother  of  Marshal 
Atodi  Thayer,  a  well-known  eharacter  hi  Dorchester,  who  offi- 
cially arrested  John  Hancock,  in  connection  with  the  sloop 

*  Liberty '  affair.  Ziphion  Thayer  advertised  in  said  paper,  *  A 
Large  Assortment  of  Paper  Hang^ings,  Cheap  for  Cash,'  'just 
imported  from  Loudon,'  to  be  sold  at  his  store,  called  the 

*  Golden  Lyon.'  No  other  newspaper  in  Boston,  that  we  can 
learn,  advertised  sneh  a  hixory.  So  thither,  doubtless,  the 
newly  wedded  or  to  be  wedded  oonple  wended  thehr  way,  and 
made  a  selection  of  choice  paper  for  their  special  purpose.  It 
proved  a  nnperior  artiele,  in  gay  colors,  having  columns  wreathed 
with  lluwers  of  a  bright  hue,  with  much  ornamental  work  on 
the  surface  of  the  paper,  making  the  room,  when  finished,  pre- 
somably,  one  of  the  bandsomest  apartments  at  that  time  in 
the  town  of  Dorchester.  This  paper  remained  on  the  walls, 
scmie  of  it  in  a  fair  condition,  for  one  handred  and  four  yean, 
having  been  taken  off  in  1872,  on  the  death  of  IVfias  Catherine 
Clapp,  in  her  ninetieth  yt'ar,  the  last  sun'ivor  of  the  family  bom 
in  that  house.  Some  of  this  centennial  paper,  in  our  possession, 
was  taken  off  at  the  time  we  left  the  honse,  after  a  residence 
there  of  seventeen  years. 

**The  last  mentioned  Captain  Clapp  was  a  commander  in  the 
wnr  of  the  Revohitioii.  Some  of  the  offleera  and  soldiers  were 
<iuartcred  at  his  house-.  A  short  distance  from  thence  were  bar- 
rucks  for  the  men,  who  attempted,  it  is  said,  to  tear  oil  the 
pai)er  from  the  walls  to  adom  their  hats,  but  without  snooess,  it 
being  so  adhesive.  The  bayonet  marks  made  by  the  soldiMS 
are,  or  were,  to  be  seen  in  the  ceiling  of  the  chamber  above.  In 
front  of  the  hoose,  a  few  years  ago,  were  five  large  willow  trees, 
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the  aggregate  girth  being  OM  Imidiwl  ud  fiv«  feet  Tbej  have 
since  gone  to  decay,  and  Wfllow  Court,  once  so  beaatifnl  and 
«ttieetlvtt,  is  fobbed  of  ite  lomaiioe  and  kyvelincee." 

THE  fi&IDGHAM  UOUSB. 

Among  the  earliest  houses  of  the  town  should  be 
inoluded  that  occii]>iod  by  Jonathan  Bridgham  during  hia 
entire  life  of  uineiy-Oiie  years.  It  was  situated  on  (Cottage 
Street,  at  the  junction  of  Humphreys  and  Frankliu  Streets, 
and  was  probably  built  some  time  before  1637.  Robert 
Pond,  vho  died  year,  was  its  owner.  In  May,  1878» 
the  Imilding  ma  remoTed  in  order  to  widen  the  etrcet. 

THB  FOEBGB  HOUSE.' 

The  Pierce  Honee,  now  standing  on  Oak  Avennet  and 
which  is  among  the  best  preserved  of  the  ancient  land- 
marks, was  built  by  Robert  Pierce  about  1640.  The  story 
goes  that  Mr.  Pierce  was  one  of  the  company  on  board  the 
good  ship  "Mary  and  John,"  and  that,  when  the  party  \vm 
landed  at  Nantaskct  Point.,  he  made  his  way,  with  others, 
to  the  Nepouset  lixver,  and  settled  on  what  wa^  known  for 
many  years  as  **Pine  Neck.**  As  Mr.  Pieree  belonged 
to  one  of  the  meet  zespeoted  fiunilies  among  the  early 
eettleiB,  it  seems  probable  that  if  he  had  oome  on  the 
Mary  and  John  "  his  name  woold  have  been  mentioned 
in  connection  with  some  of  tile  earliest  land  grants.  The 
Town  Recortls,  liowever,  do  not  mention  Mr.  Pierce's 
name  until  1G80,  when,  '"at  a  Cifnerall  nir!'t<'iTi<r  in  Janu- 
ary it  is  ordered  that  Robert  Pierce  shall  i>c  a  Cominoner," 
—  the  only  case  known  in  the  history  of  the  town.  In 
tiie  list  of  those  to  whom  grants  of  land  were  msde 
Marob  18,  1687,  the  name  of  Robert  Pierce  is  included; 
bat  it  is  written  last,  and,  with  that  of  Tho.  Tredwell,  is 
in  a  different  colored  ink, — making  it  probable  that  it 
was  a  later  entry. 

*  8«e  illwInitloD  on  page  106. 
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The  uncertainty  in  regard  to  Mr.  Pierce,  however,  does 
not  affect  the  date  of  the  erection  of  the  house,  as  it  is  not 
questioned  tliat  Rolxirt  rame  to  Dorchester  a  few  years,  at 
least,  before  his  name  is  iucntioiied  on  the  recoicLs.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  moved  upon  the  hill,  his  boundary  lines 
mnnmg  about  forty  rods  wide  from  nortih  to  south  from  die 
tidewater  on  the  east,  and  a  long  distaaoe  west,  the  Minot 
properly  bounding  his  on  the  south.  He  was  known  as 
Bobert  Pietoe  of       gteate  lotts." 

It  is  interesting  to  glance  briefly  at  the  history  of  the 
family  from  which  the  Dorchester  Pierces  trace  their 
descent.  The  name  was  origiri  Llly  "  Percy  "  or  "  Percie," 
and  Robert  Pierce  was  n  1  at*  1  in  ilir  Percys  of  Northum- 
berland. George  Percic,  who  w;us  a  prominent  member  of 
John  Smithes  Virginia  colony,  was  also  an  ancestor.  Trar 
dition  goes  back  luther  still,  claiming  that  the  line  can  be 
trnoed  to  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  and  indudes  the  name  of 
Hany  Hotspur.   Marlon  Harland  writes'  of  them:—' 

**  The  American  branch  of  the  andent  noewere  people  of 

marked  individuaU^  from  the  date  of  their  landing.  To  fru- 
gality and  indnstry,  they  added  steni  integrity,  strong  wills, 
bravery,  and,  like  eparks  struck  from  iron,  fire  of  disposition 
and  speech  Uiat  kept  alive  in  the  memory  of  contemporaries 
the  tale  of  tiie  Hotspur  blood.  They  had  many  dtildrea*  as  a 
ralct  brought  lliem  up  with  equal  vigor  and  rigor,  and  lived  long 
in  the  land  they  believed  the  Lord  had  given  than." 

The  fanuly  have  still  in  their  possession  seversl  pieces 
of  fomiture  which  Robert  is  said  to  have  brought  with 
him.  Among  these  are  an  oak  bureau,  a  small,  light 
8tand,  a  mirror,  and  a  Malacca  cane,  silver  handed,  with 
an  ixoTj  head.  The  most  valued  relic,  jjerliap.s,  consists 
of  two  small  cakes  of  bread,  now  hardened  and  discolored 
by  age,  but  still  intact.  These  heirlooms  are  among  the 
few  which  now  remain,  —  relics  of  the  bygone  age, — 
oonneoting  tiie  past  with  the  present. 

*  Th*  Bii«MiQ«k«r»  VebroBiy,  1889. 
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Goodman  Pierce  married  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Green- 
oway,  one  of  the  fii-st  settlers  of  Dorchester.    Rolx?rt  died  | 
January  11,  1GG4;   but  Anne  outlived  her  husband  by 
thirty-one  years,  reaching,  according  to  her  gravestone, 
tlie  me  age  of  104  yeaas. 

Hie  fnune  of  tfae  liome  is  of  MaBBachuBettB  Uaok  oak, 
not  unlikely  grown  in  **y*greate  lotts.'*  Gieat  beams, 
twelve  by  fourteen  inches  thick,  are  piimed  together  like 
the  ribs  of  a  sliip,  giving  a  heavy  appearance  to  the  low, 
wainscoted  rooms.  The  deep  i;\andow8,  "vvith  window- 
seats,  are  closed  with  the  same  wooden  sliutters  which 
were  put  up  to  defend  the  early  oceu])ant.s  from  the  attacks 
of  the  Indians.  Between  the  outer  walls  is  the  identical 
seaweed,  gathered  wlien  the  house  was  &st  Imflt,  to  serve 
tiie  double  purpose  of  pioteetiDg  the  inmates  from  the 
sevete  cold  of  the  winter,  and  also  to  serve  as  a  safe- 
guaid  against  the  sharp  arrows  of  the  savages.  As  a 
former  proteotion  from  Indian  attacks,  there  was  a  trap- 
door in  the  garret  which  led  to  a  secret  chamber,  so  in^e-  j 
niously  constructed  that  now  thut  the  floorini^  has  been 
laid  solidly  above  it,  one  examines  the  lower  story  in  vain 
for  a  trace  of  the  room,  which  is  at  least  six  feet  square.  < 
Succeeding  generations  have  made  additions  or  slightly 
altered  the  house,  but  parts  of  it  stand  substantially  to^y 
as  they  did  when  Robert  Pierce  bequeathed  the  dwelling  to 
his  son  Thomas  in  1664.  At  that  time  this  and  the  Mbiot 
House  were  the  only  dwellings  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  will  which  he  left  is  a  most  interesting  docu- 
ment, which  closes  with  these  words:  "And  now  my 
Dear  child  a  ffathers  Hlessinf:^  I  Bequeath  nnto  both  you 
and  yours,  bee  Loving  uiid  kind  one  unto  another,  Stand 
up  in  your  places  for  God  and  for  His  Ordinances  while 
you  Live,  then  bee  will  bee  for  you  and  Bless  you.** 

Thomas  Pierce  continued  to  improve  the  estate ;  and  in 
1696  built  Hie  bam,  the  frame  of.whidi  »  now  in  a  irtaUe 
on  tiie  estate.  He  manied  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
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Frj',  of  WejTnouth,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  Thomas  died  October  26,  1706,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-oue.  His  will,  dated  June  1,  1704,  gives  the  fol- 
lowincf  property  to  lii.s  son  John.    It  is  of  special  intei^ti 


aa  it  shows  the  extent  of  the  estate:  — 

£   8.  d. 

The  house  and  twenty-five  foot  of  barn   70.  00  00 

20  acres  upland  adjoining  to  said  house   100.  00  00 

6  aerei  uj^moA  and  mead  booght  of  Mr.  Hinot  ....  49.  10  00 

10  acres  meadow  bought  of  Mr.  Minot   80.  00  00 

4     "      woodland     "       John  Wales   6.00  00 

9  *      laud  iu  third  district   IS.  00  00 

10  l-t  aerei  uplaiia  at  F«pM  Bill   4S.  00  00 

9        "       •*     Mn.  HartWi  third*   28.  00  00 

One  cane   00.  8.  00 

Three  old  coats   00.  6.  00 

Two  yard*  SeoCdi  dotb,  on«  tHk  haadknrehief  ....  00.  8.  00 

One  ahiit,  one  green  mg,  one  sea  bed,  two  hammers  .   .   .  00.  1 1 .  00 

Two  turning  tools,  fishinp  Hp'-n.  widi  fifteen  pounds  of  lead  00.  07.  00 

Fire  pounds  shot,  one  gun  (  2x),  an  old  iron,  48  in  cheese  2.  19.  00 

Two  spooot,  henpk  dil^;le  naib  Id  beaaa   1.  4.  00 

In  corn,  stone  and  gbMbottlat,  books,  baga   3.   00  00 

Reserved  in  cad)   00  .  5.  00 


John  Pierce*  who  thus  became  the  owner  of  the  house, 
was  a  famous  spoiitiman,  and  is  sn'u]  to  have  killed  more 
than  thirty  thomand  brants.  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Churcli,  and  a  pious  man.  An  anecdote  is  related  wliich 
illustrates  the  character  of  the  man,  as  well  a^  of  tlie  times. 
It  waa  the  custom  of  the  men  in  tills  region  to  shave  not 
oftener  than  once  a  week,  and  the  time  chosen  fw  tlic  per- 
formance of  this  duty  was  nsualljr  Saturday  afternoon,  in 
order  to  be  in  presentable  condition  on  the  Lord's  daj.  On 
one  Saturday  afternoon  John  Pierce  was  later  than  usual 
in  beginninj:^  his  weekly  task.  Perhaps  liis  dnties  about 
the  farm  had  delayed  him,  or  perha[ts  lie  hatl  foUowed  his 
gun  too  long,  —  at  all  event.s.  tiie  sun  sank  l)el(nv  the  hori- 
zon just  06  he  had  removed  the  beard  from  one-half  of  liis 
face.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Sabbath  began  at 
svamt  on  Saturday  night ;  and  as  the  hat  ray  disappeared. 


Digitized  by  Google 


864 


QOOD  OLD  DQBOHBSTBB. 


the  worthy  man  silently  wiped  his  razor,  and  laid  it  aside. 
On  Uie  following  day  Jolui  led,  as  usual,  Im  wife  and  chil- 
dm  to  dnmsh,  sitting  impertvirbilflj  beside  tton  in  Q» 
pew  with  one 

half  farietling  v/Wi  tiie  week's  stubble. 

When  John  Pierce  died  in  1744,  he  left  the  property  to 
his  son  Samuel,  who,  in  tmn,  bequeathed  it  to  his  son 

Samuel,  who,  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  held  first 
a  conimiijsion  m  captaiu  under  George  ill.,  signed  by 
Tliomsis  Hutchinson,  aud  dated  October  21,  1772,  which 
he  gave  up ;  aud  later  took  a  commission  as  lieutenant- 
colonel,  signed  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts  Bay,  dated  Fefaniary  14,  1776.  Both  of  these 
commiMioDS  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Bunily. 

Colonel  Samuel  Pierce  is  perhaps  the  most  prominent  of 
the  early  possessors  of  the  faTiiny  estate.  ^  His  habits  were 
said  to  be  simple  and  methodical,  his  rules  of  life  and  con- 
duct few  and  inflexible ;  and  in  domestic  life  he  is  said  to 
have  been  a  martinet.  At  twelve  o'cloek  each  day  he 
came  home  to  dinner,  and  in  pa.ssing  the  corner  of  the 
kitchen  he  would  cough  loudly  and  meaningly.  From 
that  momeut  until  he  departed  for  the  laborB  of  the  after* 
noon,  not  one  of  the  ohildzen  who  tooik  dinner  with  their 
patents  dared  to  utter  a  word. 

The  riglit  end  of  the  Pierce  House,  as  it  now  stands, 
was  built  by  Colonel  Samuel  at  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
A  spacious  parlor,  constructed  after  his  idea,  had  thv  large 
nuniW  of  nine  doors.  During  his  occupancy,  on  Febnuury 
5,  1776,  thirty-eight  soldiers  came  into  the  house. 

Lewis  Pierce  inherited  the  house  on  the  death  of  liis 
father,  and  liyed  in  it  np  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  18T1. 
He  served  his  country  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  Colonel 
Samuel  had  done  in  the  Revolution.  During  his  residence 
in  the  house,  the  large  fireplace  in  the  family  sitting-room 
was  altered  to  adapt  it  to  modem  requirements,  and  the 
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l)eani  running  across  the  tlirciat  of  the  cliiimiey  wivs  taken 
out.  The  reraoviil  of  tliiis  beam  diijclosed  a  cavity  in  the 
masonry  above,  left  by  taking  out  one  brick.  Within  tliis 
v«0  found  a  pair  of  slix^pers,  wbieh  had  been  placed  there 
perhaps  two  hundied  yean  before.  Were  tliey  part  of 
Anne  Greenoway'e  weddii^  tronflseau,  or  did  they  belong 
to  some  winsome  dame  of  a  later  genexati<m? 

Lewis  Fnaoia  Pierce,  son  of  Lewis,  was  the  next  owner 
of  the  house.  Upon  his  death  in  1888,  the  house  came  into 
the  hands  of  its  present  possessor,  William  A.  Pierci^.  In 
all  its  history  the  house  hiis  never  lx?en  out  of  the  posses- 
sion of  a  niale  descendant  of  the  family.  Handed  down, 
as  it  has  been  from  fathw  and  son  for  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yean,  we  may  consider  it  as  a  proof  of  the 
industiy  and  sterlii^  worth  of  the  early  fathers,  who  built 
not  fat  llie  present  only,  but  for  succeeding  generatioas.** 

THE  MINOT  HOUBB.^ 

The  exact  date  of  the  erection  of  the  Minot  House  is 
not  known,  but  it  is  certain  that  it  is  among  the  oldest  in 
the  town.  Josselyn,  writing  in  1G63,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  second  voyage  to  New  England,  mentions  it  among 
otliers,  and  the  Minot  family  place  the  date  alx)ut  1640. 
The  home  wius  situated  on  Chickatawbut  Street,  and  was 
built  by  George  Minot,  an  elder  of  die  Church. 

The  house  was  typical  of  the  constnietifm  of  those  early 
days, — a  wooden  atmctore  with  its  frame  sdidly  fiUed 
with  bricks,  either  for  durability  or  to  make  it  buDeVprOOf. 
So  solidly  was  it  built  that  it  withstood  the  effects  of  time, 
peliling  only  to  tbe  fiames,  which  destroyed  it  in  NoTem- 
ber,  1874. 

Here  was  brought  the  old  cradle  which  came  over  in  the 
"  Mary  and  Jolm,"  in  which  the  worthy  Puiitan  rocked 
his  sturdy  offspring,  and  which  is  one  of  the  few  relics  of 
die  bygone  age  which  have  been  left  to  us.  Mxs.  Bernard 
>  8m  illMlntton  oa  pagt  7ft. 
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Whitman,  in  an  entertaining  article  on  ^^Eari^  Dorches- 
ter,'* '  thus  speaks  of  this  interesting  heirioom: — 

"  It  was  oaly  au  oaken  cradle  that  attract€d  my  attention ; 
but  two  hundred  and  fifty-oiue  years  ago  the  old  oaken  cradle 
made  a  Toy  age  in  the  good  ship  '  Maiy  and  John'  from  DoitilM- 
ter  in  England  to  what  is  now  Dorehester  in  New  England;  and, 
from  that  day  to  this,  the  babies  of  the  Minot  family  have  heen 
rocked  to  alee p  in  Uie  old  cradle.  Tt  is  battered  and  worn ; 
solid,  but  nide  in  its  best  days;  tho  knobn  nt  the  cnr?!f»rs  whit- 
tled, perhaps  gnawed  by  the  wee  toduiei-s  wiio,  steady  iug  them> 
Mlvea  in  their  nncertsin  steps,  followed  the  aavage  instinct  of 
hmnanity,  and  strengthened  their  little  jaws  on  the  oaken  bails 
which  must  have  seemed  providentially  placed  within  their 
reach.  But  the  interest  of  the  cradle  is  not  the  interest  of  the 
babyho<xl  of  humanity  alone.  Those  worn  knolls,  the  solid 
rockers,  the  panelled  sides,  aud  the  ancieut  hood,  rouse  thrill- 
ing memories  of  the  infancy  of  our  country,  of  the  men  who 
came  and  settled  in  the  wilds  of  New  England,  who  f ooght  and 
toiled  and  pnyed  for  her  welfare,  and  made  sacrifices  we  little 
dream  of,  that  we  shonld  reap  the  hardest  where  they  sowed 
the  seed." 

The  cradle  is  now  in  tike  possenioii  of  Joseph  Grafton 
Bfinot,  Esq.,  of  Boston. 

More  famous  than  the  house  itself,  perhaps,  is  the  legend 
of  the  heroism  of  a  maid-servant  in  the  family  of  John 
Minot,  during  ivmg  Pliiiip's  War,  in  1>m5,  which  has  be- 
come associated  with  it.  One  Sunday  monun^,  "  in  sermon 
time,*'  a  straggler  from  Pliilip  s  band  came  to  the  house, 
and  tried  to  enter.  It  happened  that  a  nwid-flerrant  and 
two  joong  diildren  were  alone  in  the  house  at  time, 
but  the  gill  proved  equal  to  the  emei^ncy.  She  took  in 
the  sitoation  at  a  glance,  and  quickly  conoesled  the  ohil- 
dxen  beneath  two  brass  kettles.  Then,  running  np  stairs, 
and  taking  down  the  family  musket,  she  prepared  her- 
self to  defend  her  castle.  The  Indian  discharged  his  gun, 

I  New  Eoglaiid  UMguSat. 
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but  fortunately  his  aim  was  poor.  The  girl,  liowever,  wiw 
more  iiuccesiiiui ;  for  her  shot  hit  the  iutiuder  iu  the 
flbonlder  just  as  he  was  getting  in  at  the  ^nndow.  Fur 
riovs  at  Uie  opposition,  the  Indian  dzopped  bis  gun,  and 
again  mado  a  despeiate  attempt  to  gain  an  entnnee,  but 
the  brave  girl  bad  not  yet  exhausted  her  raaouices.  Seis- 
ing a  sboYol,  she  filled  it  with  live  coals  from  the  fire* 
place  near  by,  and  thrust  them  in  his  face.  Tliis  was 
too  much,  and  with  a  savage  yell  the  Intliaii  fled  to  the 
woods,  where  he  was  found  dead  soon  afterwardi?.  It  is 
said  that  *'the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  pre- 
sented this  brave  young  woman  with  a  silver  wristband, 
on  whioh  her  name  was  engraved,  with  this  motto:  *She 
slew  the  Nanagansett  hunter.** 

Elder  George  Minot,  the  builder  of  the  bouse,  was  one 
of  the  til  t  rtlera  of  the  town,  and  he  owned  the  land 
which  haa  been  known  as  "Sqnantum."  He  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1634,  and  wa.s  a  representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  1G35  and  1636.  He  was  a  ruling  cUicr  of  the 
Chuieh  for  thirty  yeai-b,  and  died  December  24, 1671,  in  the 
seventj'-eighth  year  of  his  age.  "His  death,"  say  the 
records,  **was  much  lamented  by  the  town,  whose  weal 
he  sought,  and  liberties  defended.**  He  was  a  oontem- 
poxary  with  Elder  Humphrey,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
following  lines  were  <mce  to  be  found  in  the  Old  Burying 
Ground:  — 

"  Here  lie  the  bodies  of  Unite  Humphrey  and  Wilwlfig  Miaol, 
Such  names  oa  these,  they  never  die  not." 

THB  BLAXB  HOUBB. 

The  house  which  still  bean  the  name  of  the  **Blaike 
House**  was  undoubtedly  built  previous  to  1650  by  E3der 
James  Blake.  In  his  will  he  bequeathed  his  property  i»' 
his  son  in  the  following  terms: — 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  John  Blake  &  his  helmt  my 
Dwelling  boose,  Bams,  Orchard,  Yard,  Quden,  and  tea  aoroa 
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of  Land  adjoyning  more  or  leas,  it  being  partly  Upland  & 
partly  Headofr." 

James  Blake  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town,  holding  some  public  office  every  year  from  1668  to 
1685.  He  wee  eelectsnaa  for  thirteen  yean ;  and  alao  eerved 
as  rater,  constable,  deputy  to  the  Genraal  Court,  dark  of  the 
writs,  recorder,  and  sergeant  in  Uie  military  company,  a 
position  which  at  that  time  was  considered  a  post  of  honor. 
He  was  deacon  of  the  Church  for  fourteen  years,  and  was 
ruling  elder  for  about  the  same  length  of  time.  Uis  death 
occurred  June  28,  1700. 

The  Blake  House  remained  iu  the  family  until  1825, 
when  otJier  owners  took  possession  of  it.  From  time  to 
tune  alteiations  and  additions  have  been  made;  but  por- 
ti<»s  of  the  bouse  ranun  to-day  substantially  as  they  did 
when  the  worthy  elder  bequeathed  it  to  his  heir.  It  is  now 
Standing  in  the  rear  of  160  £aBt  Cottage  Street.  A  pic- 
ture of  the  boose  as  it  now  appears  is  to  be  found  on 
page  68. 

THE  OABDNSB  HOUBS. 

Hie  Gardner  House,  fonnwly  on  Pleasant  Street,  has 
been  reowUy  taken  down,  anda  modem  struotmn  has  been 
placed  on  its  site.  It  cannot  be  ascertained  by  whom  this 
building  was  erected,  hut  it  certainly  antedates  the  Revo- 
lution by  several  years.  In  the  early  part  of  this  century 
Ebenezer  Niles  was  the  owner  of  the  house ;  but  it  is  not 
certain  that  the  origiual  owner  was  hia  ance.stor.  Mr. 
Niles  was  a  merchant  oa  Central  Wharf,  btsing  a  member 
of  the  fim  of  NeweU  &  Niles.  After  Mr.  Nilee  gave 
up  bis  residence  here,  tiie  bouse  came  into  possession  of  the 
Gardner  fsnijly,  and,  owing  to  the  prominence  attained  by 
Goveznor  Gardner,  will  go  down  to  bistoxy  as  ibe  Gardner 
Home." 

The  building  became  well  known  for  another  reason 
than  the  fact  that  it  was  the  residence  of  Govemor 
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Gardner.  Nothing,  in  Dorchester  at  leiust,  ever  approached 
it  fur  eccentricity  of  cou^itructiou.  Its  appearance  wa4 
that  of  the  upper  part  of  aa  exoumou  ateuner,  the  buUd- 
ing  being  long  and  rounded  at  cdther  end.  These  zound 
«ida  were  added  to  the  houae  by  QoYexnor  Gavdnet^a  &ther. 
The  eavea  were  surmounted  with  a  low  balustrade,  and  a 
pia/.7.<i  encircled  the  entii'e  building.  That  the  eccentricity 
of  the  exterior  was  carried  within  is  shoxvn  by  the  fact 
that  one  room  is  said  to  have  been  papered  with  the  news 
journals  of  the  day. 

Tlie  reniiiiiscenees  of  Captain  John  Codman,  in  connec- 
tion with  tiii^  houiie,  which  appealed  borne  yeai>i  ago,^  give 
ao  excellent  a  pictoxe  of  Dordiester  life  at  that  time  that 
they  are  quoted  here  at  length:  — 

Dr.  Gardner  gave  a  party.  Tbeie  was  nothing  rema^ble 
abont  thatt  bat  it  was  an  innovation.   It  was  non-sectarian, 

and  such  a  thing  had  not  been  known  since  sectarianism  in  all 
its  acrimony  developed  in  the  early  days  of  this  century.  Be- 
fore that  time  parties  were  common  enough,  and  no  one  asked 
if  they  were  Orthodox  or  Unitarian,  simply  because  those  terms 
were  not  known.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  first  set- 
tlen  of  Dorchester  were  bigoted  Cslvhdsts.  The  covenant  of 
the  First  Qinrdi,  adopted  in  1636,  and  for  anght  I  know  sub- 
scribed to  to-day,  was  liV  ral  and  all-embracing;  so  that  for 
more  than  a  century  and  a  half  people  lived  peaceably  under  it, 
died  happily,  and  all  went  to  heaven  together.  But  the  time 
came  for  emphasizing  the  '  distinctive  doctrines,'  and  the  dis- 
coveiy  waa  made  by  a  party  in  the  oommnnity  that  a  bdief  in 
something  our  fathers  never  concerned  themsdivea  about  was 
absolutely  lucessary  for  salvation;  and  that  henceforth  the 
Almic2hty  would  make  the  distinction.  This  is  why  titiese  doc- 
trines were  called  '  distinctive.' 

People  were  not  content  to  fight  the  battle  out  in  church, 
bat  they  carried  the  warfare  into  their  homes,  to  the  sonow 
especia%  of  the  ehildren.  The  deereea  of  God  and  the  teact  of 
the  Aesemhly'a  Catediisni«  which  were  qpilte  aa  mdntelli^ble, 
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did  not  concern  us  a  bit.  Bat  it  was  a  frront  deal  tr»  us  that 
we  were  separated  from  our  playmateti,  aud  that  the  pall  of  ti  e 
ol(^  was  thrown  over  the  innocent  enjoyments  of  our  lives. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  ^UidtulMi  eootrovany'  was  for  the 
•dTantage  of  anybody  ia  this  ivorid  or  the  next;  and  I  b«M«ve, 
now  that  we  hear  no  more  of  it,  we  are  all  happitf  and  quite  aa 
good. 

"  It  was  not  so  wiit-u  Dr.  Gardner  pnve  bis  party  and  aston- 
iah&d  hia  friends  aud  euemieti  iu  religiuu  by  sending  out  ids 
in'vitationa  wiflioat  r^ard  to  age  or  eex  or  *  previoiu  oondition 
of  eervitnde'  in  religion.  He  was  a  Unitarian,  and  he  invited 
the  Orthodox  minister  as  well  as  his  own.  Orthodox  and  Uni> 
tarifin  deacons  met  face  to  fuee,  and  actually  shook  hands  and 
drank  punch  tn  thp.  hoaltli  of  each  utheri  for  rum  was  not  then 
forbidden  by  the  doctrines  of  either. 

^*The  party  waa  for  a  long  time  the  town  talk.  Many  ap- 
piOTed  of  tiie  hold  atand  teken  by  Dr.  Gardner,  bat  many 
ominously  shook  then-  heads. 

"It  was  in  winter;  the  aleip^hinp;  was  excellent.  Old  and 
younp,  OS  I  have  intimated,  participated  in  the  festivity.  Our 
double  sleigh  was  capable  of  holding  only  my  father  and  mother, 
my  two  eldw  sisters,  and  myself.  There  was  no  room  for  ibe 
«Uredman,*andsoI  was  the  driver.  The  bdls  jinked  mmOy 
in  the  clear,  frosty  air,  and  we  speedily  slid  over  the  intervening 
two  miles.  I  bnnitjht  the  Blei;4h  Uj)  to  the  front  doorstep  as 
cleverly  as  I  have  since  laid  a  steamer  aloni^side  the  dock,  an(i, 
discharging  my  passengers,  drove  on  to  the  stable.  There  Dr. 
Gardnex's  'hired  nun'  awaited  me,  and  assisted  me  in  bbnket- 
ing  my  honms  and  making  aU  snog.  *Now,  then,'  said  lie, 
*  come  into  the  kitchen,  and  I  will  introdooe  yoa  to  onr  help. 
"What 's  your  name  ? ' 

**  Somehow  the  sjjirit  moved  me  on  the  instant  to  fall  in  with 
bis  mistake.  '  Oh,  they  all  call  me  John,'  I  said,  '  and  that 's 
name  snon^.* 

*  Well,  come  along.' 

**  Wo  entered  Ihe  kitdien  door  together,  and  inhaled  a  pleas- 
ant  aroma,  combined  of  cscallopcd  oysters,  cake,  coffee,  punch, 
and  various  other  eatables  and  drinkables.    The  cook  was 
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attending  to  hf^v  duties  nronnd  a  Ijlnzinj?  Tvood  fire,  over  which 
various  utcii8ii8  liunjj;  ou  the  cnitte,  while  she  oceagionally 
opened  the  dooi  of  the  brick  oveu,  just  to  eee  how  the  caJie  was 
getting  OB.  She  WM  a  camAj  woman,  was  Mn.  Withington, 
to  whom  I  was  flnt  introduced,  and  her  oomplezion  wu  hei^t- 
enftd  by  her  occupation. 

^  Sit  right  down/  she  said  cheerily,  *  and  take  a  onp  Of  hot 
OOffee,  for  you  muni  lie  e'enamost  fmze.* 

The  ofTeriug  waH  moHt  welcome. 
"  *  John,'  aaid  my  eaeortt  *  let  me  make  you  acquainted  with 
lOesWelhefheeandHifleTohman.  I  oall 'em  Phdsbe  and  Saaan 
for  ahort,  same  as  they  call  me  Dan.   You  may  call  'em  ao,  too. 
Now  we're  all  right; '  .ind  Dan  began  to  whistle  a  tune. 

"Of  course  I  was  polite  to  Phosbe  and  ISiisan.  Why  not? 
The  whole  kitchen  cabinet  were  American  and  Dorcheater  bom, 
aa  well  aa  myself.  We  were  eqoala.  There  are  no  AmaTWn* 
Jn  our  Uldhena  now;  but  if  I  could  find  one,  I  woold  xeapeot 
him  more  than  any  one  of  llie  Tammany  mea  who  ait  in  high 
places  in  New  York. 

The  conversation  first  started,  as  it  did  in  the  parlor,  on  the 
weather,  and  then  became  generaL 

Howdo  you  like  your  piece?'  aeked  Dan. 

'  FSnt  rate,*  I  leplied ;  *  how  do  yon  like  yooia?' 

*  Oh,  well  enough,'  he  said,  '  and  I  gness  in  B<nne  ways  I  Vb 
got  the  advantage  of  yott.  Don't  yon  have  to  go  In  to  prayeia, 
and  eay  catechism  ? ' 

I  confessed  that  we  did. 

*  Well,  we  don't  do  nothing  of  the  kind,'  said  Dan;  *  oar 
fdka  ia  Unitariana.' 

"  '  Don't  have  prayers!*  I  exclaimed,  in  astonishment;  for  I 
always  thought  well  of  prayers,  and  donow,  although  I  detested 
the  catechutm  and  the  Sabl)ath. 

*  No ;  Dr.  Harris  prays  long  encMigh  eveiy  Sunday  to  last 
the  whole  of  us  all  the  week.* 

**  I  thought  of  Dan's  resaoning  when  I  afterwaida  read  the 
story  of  Franklin,  who  asked  his  father  to  aay  a  blessing  over 
the  barrel  of  pork  and  the  bag  of  beans  in  the  cellar,  aa  aa 
economy  of  time. 
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••*Do  they  dnnee  up  at  your  house?  '  asked  Pbceb6. 

*  Dauce ! '  1  repeated ;  *  not  much ! ' 

•*  *  Oh,  pflluw,*  said  SuMui,  *I  w«8  thiokiiig  that  by  and  faj 
m  four  would  have  a  danoe,  after  aapper'a  over, — but  I  inp- 
pose  yon  don't  know  how.* 

I  was  obliged  to  own  that  I  did  not ;  and  both  the  giria 
regarded  mc  with  a  mixture  of  sneers  ami  compusBion. 

*  Say,  whut  wages  do  you  getV '  asked  Dan. 

don't  got  any  regular  wages,'  I  said;  *bltt  I  getmy 
dotiiee,  and  nomotimna  tbey  give  me  mon^ ;  I'm  Batialled.' 

***Now  I  get  twelve  dollars  a  month,' said  Dan,*  and  find 
my  own  clothes ;  but  I  should  n't  wonder  if  yoa  waa  the  beat 
off.    They  dress  you  pretty  slick,  any  way.' 

^^Aud  than  I  waa  rather  pleased  to  have  Phoebe  put  her 
pretty  hand  against  my  8birt»boaoin  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing my  breast-phi. 

" '  Solid  gold,  I  declate,' she  cried;  *and  as  I  Uv«»  a  dear 
little  diamond  in  it ! ' 

•*  ♦  Yes,'  I  said,  '  and  as  bright  as  somebody's  eyes.' 

**  *  Whotte  eyes  c '  SLuk&i  SuBan. 

*  Yours,  and  Phoebe's,  too,'  I  answered  with  gallantry  and 
Inqtartiallty.  Fottnnately  dress  eoats  were  not  then  in  Togoe 
for  yoaths  of  my  yearn,  or  I  might  have  been  detected.  Just 
then  the  parlor  bell  rang,  and  Phmbe,  answering  it,  BOon  came 
back  with  her  report. 

***Dan,*she  said,  *  do  you  know  anything  about  Dr.  Cod- 
man's  son?  His  father  says  be  went  to  the  barn  with  the 
sidgh,  and  he  baa  not  come  in  yet.  He's  afraid  there's  some- 
thing the  matter  with  the  homes.' 

The  oat  was  now  out  of  the  bag ;  but  the  cat  liad  had  a 
very  good  time  wiiile  in  it.    I  was  obliired  to  own  up. 

*' '  Now  please  don't  be  put  out,  any  of  you,'  1  beg^^i-d  im- 
ploringly. '  It  was  Dan's  iuuii.  He  brought  me  in  here.  I 
oonld  n't  help  it,  and  I  *m  sony  they  missed  me.  I 'd  ratbor  stay 
liere.  I  don't  want  to  go  Into  the  parlor,  but  I  suppose  I  mnst' 
There  was  silence  for  a  moment,  and  then  the  rosy-faced 
Mrs  Withinfjton  remarked:  *  John,  yoa  are  a  bad  boy ;  I  have 
heard  of  yoa  before.' 
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*  Well,  I  don't  think  he  is  a  bad  boy,'  said  FluBbe,  hanging 
her  head. 

» « Nor  I  cither/  said  Sttsan. 

I  did  not  care  to  get  Dan'a  oplnioii,  for  I  tUiik  he  had  been 
ft  UtUe  jealous  of  me.  So  I  shook  hands  with  them  all  arouod, 
an«l  went  out  by  the  door  by  -n  hich  F  had  entered.  It  wae 
an;uji,>>d  that  1  should  go  to  the  fnniT  door  to  ring  the  bell,  and 
that  Jk^hwbe  should  answer  the  call  and  let  me  in.  It  was  not 
veiy  dark  in  tin  liall,  but  it  mm  dark  wioa^  for  Fhcebe 
and  me. 

'  Where  liftve  yon  been?'  aaked  my  father,  with  no  litCte 

emphas'iH. 

**  *  Well,  sir,'  1  replied,  '  We  might  have  brought  Epliraim 
along ;  he  might  have  squeezed  in,  and  there  would  have  been 
BO  tnmbk  in  quieting  Uie  honMM.  But  Dr.  GwdnMr'a  auui  and 
I  brought  them  all  right  at  last.' 

**He  was  just  then  engaged  in  an  historical  diseittBion  with 
Dr.  Harris,  and  he  did  not  care  to  question  mc  any  further. 
The  rest  of  the  evening  passed  pleasantly  enough.  I  made  the 
acquaintance  of  some  lovely  Unitarian  young  ladies,  and 
althoDgh  I  had  eeriom  doubts  of  their  ever  getting  to  heaven,  I 
thooght  tti^  were  angelio  enoogb  for  thle  eartii.  bfaet,  Iwas 
greatly  surprised  that  they  and  the  young  gentlemen,  none  of 
whom  I  should  have  been  likely  to  have  known  but  for  Dr. 
Gardner's  non-sectarian  party,  could  be  such  agreeable  people. 
Certainly,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  the  party  all  over  the 
hoose  was  a  grand  success.*' 

AN  HIBTOBIC  BARir. 

Until  1861  an  old  Imrn  ^  stood  at  the  corner  of  Adams 
and  Ashmont  Streets,  which  deservetj  to  be  included  among 
the  historic  buildings  of  Dorchester. 

At  the  opening  of  the  eigbteenih  centoiy,  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Ganton  was  a  part  of  Dorcb«ster,  and  was 
called  the  South  Prednot,  or  Dorchester  New  Village.  The 
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Precliict  was  allowed  by  the  town  to  raise  a  tax  to  8U|)|)ort 
a  preacher,  on  coiiditiuu  that  they  "shall  remove  their 
iiiMtiiig4ioiiset"  or  orect  one  nearer  the  centre  of  populatum. 
As  this  was  in  1707,  it  appears  tiiat  the  people  in  the  South 
Prednct  had  a  meeting-house  prior  to  this  time.  Where  it 
was  situated  we  are  unahle  to  say;  probably  at  Uie  village 
of  Fonkapoag;  but  it  was  not  situated  where  the  subse- 
quent ones  liiive  been,  at  Canton  Centre.  In  June,  1707, 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  town  of  Dorchester  met  the 
inliabitants  of  the  new  village,  and  decided  to  place  the 
meeting-house  on  "Packeen"  Plain,  now  C  anton  Centre. 
The  building  was  completed  in  1708,  and  it  is  probable  that 
ihe  frame  of  the  first  building  was  used  in  the  eonstmetioii 
of  the  second.  This  meeting-house  was  situated  nearer 
the  westerly  side  of  the  Plain  than  its  succMsor,  or,  in 
other  words,  directly  back  of  it.  Some  of  the  older  zen- 
dents  of  Canton,  when  they  were  children,  remember  seeing 
traces  of  its  site  ;  but  its  exact  position  was  unknown  to 
the  present  g^eneration,  until  the  autumn  of  1873,  when 
the  old  foundation  stones  were  accidentally  discovered. 
Tliiij  meeting-house  was  thirty  feet  square,  and  supported 
by  uprights  twelye  feet  in  height.  It  remained  standing 
until  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  when  it  was  sold  to 
Ebenecer  Tolman  for  £62,  IDs.  Od^  who  conveyed  it  to 
Adams  Street,  in  Dorchester,  and  converted  it  into  a  bam. 
The  holy  influence  which  had  filled  it  as  a  church  is  said 
not  to  have  deserted  it.  but  still  hovered  around  it,  in 
the  humbler  sphere  which  it  afterwards  occujned.  It  had 
a  subduin<»  influence  upon  those  whose  habitation  it  be- 
came, if  we  may  judge  from  the  loiiowing  lines,  which 
were  written  by  an  unknown  author  shortly  after  its 
lemoral  t — 

Some  years  ago,  a  good  old  pious  man, 
Named  Tohnaa,  thonglit  it  would  be  a  good  plan 
To  huy  an  old  church  building,  then  for  sale 
In  Cantoa;  wbieh  he  did,  and  bjr  wholesale, 
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**Now  Gbeoenr  Tolman  (that  was  Ui  fdl  naae) 

Owned  land  in  Dorchester,  and  wished  the  lanM 

To  Iw  improvi'd  in  some  good,  pious  way, 

And  liaU  tiiu  buildiQg  moved  witlioui  delay, 

And  plaeed  opon  hb lolef  vaemnt laadi 

Where  as  u  liarn  it  does  to  this  daj  ftaad. 

He  impi'd  the  influence  of  the  old  choreb  would 

Improve  his  cattle,  if  thejr  only  could 

Snuff  ap  the  good  oid  doetrfiMS  wbfeh  fw  yean 

Had  been  so  often  thrust  on  human  eartii 

It  had  the  true  effect  on  Sabbatli  days 

Upon  its  inmates,  and  in  various  wajrs. 

For  iix  days  they  upon  tbeir  merit*  ttood. 

And  acted  just  as  other  cattle  would ; 

But  on  the  seventh 't  was  another  thing; 

Then  they  did  form  a  truly  pious  ring. 

I  do  net  dunk  npon  tbat  aeventh  daj 

A  horse  witJlin  diat  barn  dured  i  veii  neigh* 

As  for  the  eowx,  they  knew  it  would  not  do 

To  break  the  stillness  by  a  single  *  moo.' 

The  hegi,  thongh  stupid,  did  mora  lerioot  leal; 

Ko  gmnting  came  from  them,  not  e'en  a  sqneeL 

The  rooster  bowed  his  head  in  huinhli-  «how; 

You  could  not  get  from  him  a  single  crow. 

Hen*  did  not  caolde,  nor  an  egg  would  lay 

Tin  Snndftjr  passed ;  then  two  would  oone  mkI  dMjf< 

The  rats  were  quiet  in  a  noonday  nap  ; 

Cheese  would  not  tempt  them  to  go  in  a  trap. 

So  pwwed  the  teveath  day  from  jeir  to  year, 

And,  to  all  thinkinj;  milld%  twM  Tiiy  clear 

Tliat  those  dumb  creatures  more  respect  did  poy 

Than  half  the  men  unto  the  Sabbath  day. 

Wdl  may  friend  Toiman  leel  a  pride  that  Jia 

Possesses  such  a  piotis  family. 

From  bird  and  cattle  may  a  lesson  come 

Tbat  might  with  profit  enter  every  home.*' 
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TH£  DOLBEJiE,  HOUSE. 

John  Dolbear  was  a  merchant  in  Boston,  bat  resided  in 
Dorchester  after  he  married  Zebiah  Royall,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Lemuel  Robinson,  DecemlxT  27,  1787.  They 
lived  iu  iLe  hou-se  nonii  o£  Tolmau  Lane  aud  \\'iishington 
Street,  known  as  the  Rojall  House,  which  wa^  built  by 
baae  Royall,  Sr.,  in  tfie  «arly  part  ol  the  sevonteentii  oen- 
toiy*  TliiB  house  ia  now  stencBng,  widi  slight  ]nodifica> 
tioDA,  and  in  good  ttate  of  preaervation. 

Mr*  Dolbear  waa  a  Teiy  peculiar  and  methodical  man. 
It  waa  hia  enatom  to  walk  into  Boston  every  week-day, 
rain  or  shine,  and  out  a^in  in  the  afternoon.  After  din- 
ner, wliich  wa^i  usually  alx)ut  three  o'clock,  he  would 
fre(|uently  walk  to  the  Lower  Miik  and  back.  On  one 
occatiion,  when  he  reached  his  office  in  Boston,  he  found 
that  he  had  left  at  home  a  key,  of  whieh  he  had  inunediate 
need.  Never  mind,**  he  aaid  to  Wa  clerk,  **I  will  juat 
atep  over  to  Dordifleter  and  get  it.'*  He  waa  veiy  fond  of 
poolfay,  and  the  large  bam  on  hia  premises  was  used 
almoat  entirely  for  their  accommodation,  finndreds  of 
pigeons  lived  and  were  bred  there ;  and  from  one  hundred 
to  two  hundred  hens  of  tlie  various  kiTHl--,  from  the 
small  Ixintam  to  tlie  large  natives,  could  be  seen  about 
the  grounds.  In  the  large  sitting-room,  tliere  were  fre- 
quently to  be  seen  from  four  to  six  hens  setting  upt-n  their 
eggs  in  varions  parts  of  the  room,  under  the  chain  or  aofiiu 
When  feeding  them,  the  air  would  he  fuU  of  pigeooa,  and 
fowk  woold  flock  aronnd  him  at  the  weU-known  mp  on 
Ihe  pan,  alighting  on  his  shoulder  without  any  aigna  of 
fear. 

WTien  the  bam.  referred  to  above,  wa.<  alMtut  Vteing 
erected.  Mr.  I)<ill«;'ar  made  a  contract  with  Edward  With- 
ington,  a  i  arpt'iiter  of  the  to^^-n.  to  l>uild  it  for  lum ;  and 
he  told  him  that  he  wanted  lum  to  construct  a  good  one, 
hotter  than  he  built  for  othem,  and  where  he  put  in  one 


Digitized  by  Google 


1707.]  BABLT  DOBOBI8IBB  HOMU.  S79 

nail  for  other  folks,  he  wanted  two.  When  Mr.  Withington 
came  to  put  the  finishing  toiu-hes  uii  the  barn,  the  Bouth 
door  of  euti'ance  was  about  being  hung,  and  he  naid  to  Mr. 
Dolbear,  **How  will  you  have  this  put  on  and  ftttened; 
with  a  lock,  or  viih  a  button? *' 

Ut,  Dolbear  eaid,   Put  on  a  Imtton.** 

When  Mr.  Dolbear  came  to  see  it,  and  try  it,  he  ex- 
claimed, as  he  often  did,  "Oh,  tlie  d  ,  d  ,  d  ; 

what  did  you  put  two  uaili  ia  this  button  for?  oan't 
turn  it." 

''Oh,"  sayn  Mr.  Witliington,  "that  is  all  right;  you 
told  me  to  build  Ixjtter  for  you  tliau  for  others.  I  never 
put  but  one  nail  in  a  button  for  anybody  else ;  guess  it  ia 
aU  right" 

Mr.  Dolbear's  well-known  ^ure*  nearly  six  feet  in 
heighti  wtapped  in  bia  Camloteen  cloak  as  he  walked  about 

the  streets,  is  no  doubt  well  remembered  by  the  young 
people  of  that  generation  who  are  now  living.  Mn. 

Dollx'ar,  his  wife,  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  having  removed 
a  few  years  iaefore  her  death  in  18r)0  1«  the  liouse  of  her 
nepliew,  John  Mears,  who  lived  in  the  house  formerly 
occupied  by  the  before-mentioned  Colonel  Lemuel  Robin- 
son, who  was  an  active  figure  in  Dorchester  about  the 
time  of  the  Revolution. 

THE  BALL  HUOBES  H0X7SB. 

The  Ball  Hughes  House,  situated  at  Ihe  comer  of  S4&00I 
and  Washington  Streets,  while  somewhat  more  than  one 
hundred  years  old,  is  ehietly  famous  for  beiiifr  th«>  n  sidence 
of  the  talented  sculptor,  liall  Hnghes.  Mr.  Hughes  came 
to  this  house  in  1851,  living  here  until  his  death,  in  1868. 
His  i-esidence  in  Dorchester,  however,  dated  still  further 
back,  as  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years  previous  to  the  time 
he  became  the  . owner  of  the  School  Street  property,  he  had 
lived  on  Adams  Street,  on  the  Lower  Road,  opposite  what 
is  now  Cedar  Grove  Cemeteiy.  At  the  time  Mr.  Hnghes 
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lived  OH  A  flams  Street,  the  propertj-  opposite  his  house 
(^now,  ixn  before  meutioued,  used  for  a  cemetery}  was  a 
£iTorite  resort  for  him  and  Iiib  limily  on  pleasant  daja. 
One  spot  iu  particular  waa  especially  admired  I17  Mr. 
HngheSt  and  here,  imdemeaUi  the  shade  of  the  cedar  trees, 
ho  p&ssed  hours  at  a  time*  By  a  strange  and  beautiful  coin" 
cldence,  it  is  in  this  very  apot  that  the  accomplished  senl^ 
tor  and  his  Ix^lovcd  wife  now  rest. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Ball  Hughes  House  owes  so 
much  of  its  reputation  to  tlie  pei-sonality  of  its  owner,  the 
life  and  deeds  of  Mr.  Hughes  will  be  of  especial  interest 
in  ccmnectioii  with  it  The  following  biographical  sketch, 
published  in  1848,  some  fbmteen  jeaie  after  be  took  up  his 
residence  in  this  country,  gives  us  an  excellent  idea  of  his 
early  life: — 

**BaUHughet  |4«  Setdfior. — This  gentlmuui  was  boom  in 
London  on  the  loth  of  January,  1606.  He  early  cTinoed  a 
taste  and  talent  for  moulding,  and  a  somewhat  whimsical  cir> 

CUDistance  at  length  decided  him  in  the  choice  of  his  profession. 

"  Alxjut  the  year  1818,  his  mother  observed  that  the  ends  of 
wax  candles  constantly  disappeared  from  the  candlesticks; 
and  indeed  that  sometimes  wiioltt  ones  were  also  misring.  At 
length,  on  making  eome  inqoiiy,  it  waa  found  that  oor  young 
gemna  Ball  was  the  one  who  had  thos  robbed  the  old  gilded 
candelabra  of  tbeir  wax  ornaments. 

"The  next  thing  to  be  nsccrlaincd  was  why  he  did  it;  and, 
being  pressed  by  his  father  to  tell  the  truth  and  avoid  a  flogging, 
he  confeesed  to  taking  them  to  enable  him  to  copy  in  wax  a 
picture  whidi  hung  in  the  garret  raprescnting  tiie  Wisdom  of 
Solomon.* 

*»  The  work  was  brought  down,  and  the  spirited  bas-relief  he 
had  made  at  once  decided  Mr.  Hughes  to  place  him  in  the  studio 
of  Edward  Hodges  Bailey,"  with  whom  he  remained  seven  years. 

!  This  bag- relief  was  afttrwafds  out  Id  sUnrj  and  is  still  la  the  pomt- 
•ioa  of  the  familj. 

>  Btlkj  WW  «ae  of  FlexBMa'a  fovodto  papUi,  and  In  1818  was  om  of 
die  gNaUit  Uriqg  Mndpton. 
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Here  we  find  him  succesa fully  competing  for  ail  the  prizes 
awarded  by  the  Royal  Academy,  and  obtaining  — 

"  iBt*  ~Tlie  large  silTer  medal  for  tlie  best  copy  in  baa-nlief 
of  tiie  Apollo  Belvidere. 

*'2d.  —  From  the  Society  of  Arte  and  Scienoes  a  ailvw 
mecl»il  for  the  Barbanni  Fawn. 

M.  — A  large  silver  medal  for  the  best  original  model  from 
the  life. 

(«4th.  — A  gold  medal  for  an  original  oompoeltkm  of  Fui- 
dora,  broog^tbyMereiiry  to  Epimefheiis.  Also  a  eeriee  of  lec- 
tures, by  Baron  Opie  and  Fuaeli. 

"  These  were  all  obtained  Itefore  he  was  of  legal  age.  We 
find  him  next  engaged  on  i)U2jtd  of  the  royal  family,  including 
the  Duke  of  Sussex,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  and  a  small 
etatue  of  George  the  Foortb,  whkHi  he  ordered  to  be  east  In 
brcMie. 

During  a  professional  residence  in  the  beautiful  manaionof 
the  lat€  Earl  of  Leicester,  he  met  several  American  gentlemen, 
who  so  interested  liim  in  their  descriptions  of  our  great  republic 
as  to  decide  him,  shortly  after  his  marriage  (1829),  to  visit  us. 

"  Among  a  number  of  works  which  he  has  done  among  us 
may  be  mentioned  his  beantiftil  marble  statue  <^  General  Alex* 
ander  Hamilton,  unfortunately  destroyed  witii  tile  Exchange  at 
the  great  fire  in  New  York ;  a  magnificent  marble  alto-relief  to 
the  memory  of  Bishop  Hobni-t  in  Trinity  Church ;  a  gronp  of 
Uncle  Toby  and  Widow  Wadman,  now  in  the  Athenseum;  the 
inimitable  statoa  of  UtUe  Oliver  Twist,  which  makes  ns  mote 
than  ever  in  love  with  sculptars ;  an  admirable  equestrian  statoe 
of  Creneral  Washington,  originally  intended  for  Philadelplua, 
but,  owing  to  want  of  funds,  never  executed. 

*' And  now  (1813)  he  comes  before  ns  in  a  new  chm  u  trr. 
We  have  often  admired  his  works;  we  have  enjoyed  many  a 
smile  at  the  oiedulity  of  Unde  Toby ;  we  have  deeply  sympa- 
thised with  poor  Oliver ;  bnt  what  shall  we  say  of  « The  Cmd- 
fixion,'  the  last  eh4jf«Pwvre,  which  has  been  completed  by  Mr* 
Hughes,  and  is  now  on  exhibition  in  "Rromfield  street? 

*'  Tnily  we  may  say,  in  the  language  of  a  well-known  clergy- 
man, who  was  present  at  our  first  visit  to  this  last  production  of 
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Mr.  Hughes,  '  Thne  is  a  gocUike  dignity  and  barmuu^'  m  the 
whole  ngure,  whtch  Bpeaks  to  the  heart  more  th&u  a  hundred 
aexmoiui  conld  do,  and  we  can  haidlj  ituid  and  oontemplata 
witiMWit  ooming  away  better  than  we  went.' 

"  We  know  not  how  to  critlciee  the  figure.    Every  part  is 

excellent,  and,  as  a  whole,  it  pfrfpot ;  we  hope  it  will  be 
visited  by  persona  of  piety,  ^ — :i  jtmix  r  rnmpliment  tO  the 
artiat  for  executing  this  beautiful  wurk  aiuuug  us." 

The  productions  of  Ball  Hughes,  the  sculptor,  were 
characteristic  of  the  individuality  of  the  artist  hiiruself,  — 
btroug,  faithful,  origiual.  Hk  work  was  distiuctly  hxB  own, 
and  at  once  impressed  the  spectator  witb  the  ooDviction 
that  it  was  a  true  portiut  of  that  which  it  was  intended  to 
express.  A  gUnce  at  the  principal  works  of  Mr.  Hnghea 
will  be  of  interest. 

In  1840  Mr.  Hughes  competed,  with  several  others,  for 
an  equestrian  st^itnc  of  Washinp^on,  to  be  erected  in  Phil- 
arlflnhia.  A  Philadelpliia  j^aper,  under  date  of  November 
24  of  that  year,  thus  refers  to  the  model  indicated :  — 

"Among  all  the  models  exhibited  in  Philadelphia  for  the 

decision  of  the  committee  on  the  Equestrian  Statue  of  Wash- 
ington, that  of  Ball  Hughes,  Esq.,  the  distinguished  sculptor, 
seems  to  be  the  favorite.  The  sculptor  has  chosen  the  time 
when  the  hero  is  in  the  act  of  reining  up  his  horse,  and  bow  nig 
with  his  bat  in  his  hand  to  bis  assembled  countrymen.  The 
design  is  a  happy  one.  The  attitude  of  both  horse  and  rider 
is  perfect  The  horse,  like  another  Boeephalus,  canying  an* 
other,  a  greater  than  Alexander,  seems  proud  of  the  precious 
burthen  which  is  ontnisfed  to  his  charge.  The  likeness  of 
Washington  is  the  most  perfect  that  we  have  ever  beheld.  All 
who  have  seen  the  statue  agree  that  the  mild  and  dignified 
eonntenance  of  him  *wbo  was  good  without  an  effort,  gnat 
withoat  a  foe/  is  the  most  correct  that  any  scidptor  has  yet 
chiselled.  The  graceful  bend  of  flio  body  is  also  in  just  keep* 
ing  with  the  rest  of  the  figure.  Tn  Mr.  Hughes'  design  we  see 
evexything  to  admire,  and  nothing  to  condemn.   It  will  at  once 
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bo  a  proad  and  lasting  memorial  to  the  '  Father  of  his  Country,' 
and  u  priile  and  ornampnt  to  our  city.  Althoujjh  not  so  colossal 
&B  the  equeiitiiau  dUituu  of  I'eUjr  the  Great  at  St.  Peturttburg, 
yet  then  is  a  greater  flnieh,  a  more  perfect  nniformi^,  and 
boldneee  of  deeign  in  the  atatne  in  Independenoe  Hall.** 

Auotlier  [)aper  says  of  the  model :  — 

"The  model  of  an  eque^triau  statue  of  Washington,  which 
has  just  been  prepared  by  Ball  Hughes,  Esq.,  is  an  exquisite 
epecimea  of  tiie  Fine  Ails,  and  is  creditable  alike  to  tiie  artist 
and  tlie  ooantiy.  Greee,  beaoty,  and  dignity  are  oombined,  and 

the  father  of  his  country  has  an  appearance  at  onoe  benignant 

and  i)ati  iotir  The  horse,  too,  is  also  flnoly  proportioned,  and 
the  eflect  uf  the  eaUre  model  striking  and  imposiug  U>  an  emi- 
nent degree." 

The  opinion  of  the  ])resH  was  echoed  by  the  public,  and 
the  conniiittee  did  Mr.  Hughes  tlie  liouor  of  .selecting  his 
model  from  all  those  offered  in  r  iiu|)etition.  The  Imaiicial 
crash  which  occurred  in  that  j  ear,  however,  destroyed  all 
hope  of  gettiug  up  the  statue  at  that  time,  and  the  project 
bad  to  be  given  up*  much  to  the  8oulptor*8  diaappointmenti 
and  to  the  loss  of  the  elty.  The  model,  as  propared  for 
ex]iil)ition  at  Philadelphia,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
B.  F.  Brown,  of  Boston,  Mr.  Hughes'  son-in-law. 

The  following  description  of  Mr.  Hughes'  "Statue  of 
Hamilton  "  is  taken  from  a  New  York  paper  published  at 
the  time  of  the  unveiling  of  the  statue  in  that  city :  — 

"The  firtiflt.  Ball  Hughes,  Esq.,  has  proiluced  a  work  wliich 
does  him  the  greatest  possible  credit.  Hundreds  of  our  most 
respectable  citizens,  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  Gen* 
eral  Hamilton,  besides  a  great  number  of  artists,  pronoonoed  it 
a  most  chaste  and  p^ect  piece  of  seolptore,  and  an  exaet 
likeness.  Mr.  Hughes,  shoidd  be  never  execute  another  ir<nrk  of 
the  kind,  has,  in  the  judgment  of  all  who  have  seen  Itf  acqoived 
a  fame  that  will  at  least  live  an  hmg  as  hhnaelf. 

"The  statue  is  carved  from  a  block  of  Italian  marble,  which, 
when  first  placed  in  the  hunds  of  the  artist,  weighed  nine  tons, 
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but  it  been  rednced  to  one  and  a.  half  tons.  The  attitade  of 
Iteatef  uyuiw^>i  tht  gnanl  aboak  to  tpeak*  to  kit  h1 
po«tn of  digairf  Md fcpoM.  Blii%hk  hud  hoUi a lodU 

aadentood  to  be  hid  able  report  oa  fundiiv;  the  aational  !•  bt.  — 
appended  to  which  is  the  -^'ul  '*f  the  Treaanry  D»^!  art:nent, 
r«?Ti3ir  on  »  beaatifol  polish<eti  i^ede^taL  '^vina:  thereby  s 
Qietki  W)  Lbi  dnpery  appruaching  reuUtj.  His  left  leg  hsma^* 
gVMfiiUy  b J  U»  iidet  Md  it  •  radoM  pim  of  cwri^. 
Tbeiiilit  kg  >  ali^dy  ia  «iv«M»*  wad  ibt  foot  projocting  over 
Ihe  base,  which  zives  ^r^^  lightness  and  elegance  to  the 
Ilgare.  Tti*-'  i.'thfr  I^-'j  is  wi-r-If rfu!!y  -HHt' I  frijiu  the  (Ira- 
p*»rj.  Lin-l  ruu:?*  h;4ve  i'trtT.  a  w.-rk        inteu?*-  The  wnn- 

kl^'M  or  ortfsksca  Oi   hii)t  aiuL  siA/CkLiU^^  s^iitl  kiie  3ttlaLLi~<L''ioiiiies  tUiVe 

every  appcMMCtt  of  vwliCF-  1^  of  th*  lobe  czcto  « 
wndcr  hov  neb  drapciy  eoold  be  CMved  oa  ddksto 

W^ble. 

Tk>*  hetid  lt)«>ks  toward  the  left  shoalder.  and  is  pronounced 
by  all  who  have  seen  it  and  knew  the  distingni«h^!  statesman, 
to  b«  a  perfect  Hlf.i.iu>»4i* ;  the  bn^id,  high  forehead,  the  slightlj 
eoBtiacted  ham,  iht  deep  act  ejw.  aad  gmcnl  fiwaai  «C 
MpwwiOB.  rieUj  ihadowed  bj  the  fncefuUy  canned  hatr»<>> 
give  to  it  a  dignity  of  character  tnij  great.  The  COStUW  of 
the  figure  b«  i'!:astt  ly  c  niAived.  is  m<xlen?.  hn*.  *r>  srranged 
as  to  display  tne  anatomy  of  the  limbs.  A  graceful  robe  sur- 
roands  it.  which,  while  it  imparts  richness  U>  the  general  eSeet, 
tends  Id  cooeeal  tho«c  parte  of  dnat  whieh  w%ht  take  inm  the 
flobliBuljof  the  work,  and  cocmTS  at  the  MM  tine  the  idea  of 
one  who  hoUU  both  a  civil  ami  milifanr  ststloa. 

"This  ^vh  ic  w,  rk  is  the  pnxluction  of  a  few  of  oar  meet 
pablic-spintt^i  merchants,  who  subscribed  ^^me  six  or  eicrbt 
tbooMod  dollars  to  procure  a  Likeness  of  thw  dttUagoished 
itatesnan  for  tbt  benefit  of  the  pnblie.'* 

TLe  beautifid  statue  vr^  unfortunately  d«?siroycd  by  the 
fUmes  during  the  Great  Fire  iu  New  York,  tt^ther  with 
die  Exchange  Btulding,  in  wMcli  h  stood.  It  is  veUted 
that  Mr.  Hoj^ws*  who  was  at  that  time  in  Ncfw  ToriE.  was 
awakoBed  from  bis  deep  bjr  firfr4idla.  He  rose  at 
onoei  aad  pmpand  to  go  oot.  When  urged  to  renaiit  at 
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home,  he  replied,  "I  feel  that  I  nuist  go,"  and  he  arrived 
at  tlie  Exchange  Building  just  in  time  to  tsee  his  statue 
topple  over  with  a  ciuijli. 

Speaking  of  the  "Dead  Clirist,"  a  critic  says  :  — 

We  are  deairouH  at  preti^ut  uf  expressing  a  feeling  beyond 
fhe  admimtion  of  mere  wrtistic  genius  or  love  of  Mt— a  feeUng 
oaUed  into  life  tigr  the  anrpMBiiig  excdlence  of  fhat  powerful 

production  of  human  workmanship — theaablime  daUtiBation  of 
exalted  imagination  wliich  is  no-w  cxhihitod  on  the  latest 
achievement  by  Ball  HugbeSt  —  tbe  colossal  'Statue  of  the 
Dead  Christ.'" 

It  is,  perhaj)H,  tlie  bronze  statue  of  Dr.  Bowdit^^'h,  which 
Mr.  Hughes  executed  to  be  placed  in  Mount  Auburn,  that 
will  stand  iia  the  most  certain  evidence  of  the  artL^t's  skill ; 
for  ita  material  makes  it  seuui-e  from  tlie  ravages  of  Time, 
the  giest  Destroyer."  Praise  wee  zeoeit^d  ftom  all  sides. 
**  As  a  work  of  art,**  said  one  paper,  **it  deserves  tlie  high- 
est praise.**  Anoiher  said:  ^The  artttt  possesses  the 
highest  order  of  geniiu  in  his  peculiar  art.**  All  united 
in  pronouncing  it  well  wordiy  of  the  noble  salgect  tepie* 
BOD  ted. 

"The  Neapolitan  Fisher  Hoy"  was  another  creation  of 
Mr.  Hughes.  "  In  tlus  work,"  ^vrote  a  critic,  "  Mr.  Hughes 
has  hewn  out  for  himself  and  for  his  country'  new  honors.'* 

Mr.  Hughes  manifested  his  artistic  nature  in  more  ways 
than  one.  He  ezodled,  among  other  tilings,  in  execuling 
what  are  known  as  **  poker  sketches."  These  are  pictures 
made  on  whitewood,  the  only  tools  used  being  pieces  of 
Iron,  which  were  heated  to  a  white  heat.  Every  touch  of 
the  hot  iron  leaves  a  mark  which  cannot  be  effaced,  and 
the  work  is  so  trying  to  the  nerves  that  only  a  sliort  time 
each  (hiy  can  be  devoted  to  it. 

The  effects  of  color  ciin  only  he  appreciated  when  seen. 
It  seems  iacrediblt;  thai  such  arlL^lic  results  could  liave 
been  produced  in  tlus  way.  Among  the  works  of  this  kind, 
many  of  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hughes*  son- 
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in-law,  Mr.  Beujiiuiiu  F.  Brown,  may  be  mentioned  '*  The 
Trumpeter,"  "The  Monk,"  "Falstaff  Examining  hia  lie* 
oniits,** — embiaiciiig  a  dosen  or  mora  figiixes, — "Bem- 
bmndt,"  ''  Don  Quixote,*'  "Sbakwpewre,'*  Rubens,**  and 
♦•The  Scotcli  Terrier.*' 

A  sketch  of  Ball  Hughes  would  be  incomplete  without 
making  mention  of  his  beloved  wife,  to  whose  assistance 
and  inspiration  was  due  in  no  small  degree  the  success  of 
the  artist's  creations.  Mrs.  Hughes  was  bom  near  London 
in  the  early  part  of  the  ceutuiy,  and  wivs  fortunate  in 
receiving  an  excellent  education,  including  music  and  art. 
At  the  time  of  tlie  Battle  of  Waterloo  lier  father,  who 
held  a  position  under  the  Briti^  GoTemment,  lired  in 
BroMela,  eight  miles  from  the  scene  of  battle.  Mn. 
Hughes  was  fond  of  relating  that  she  remembered,  during 
the  excitement  of  tliose  times,  hanng  kegs  of  bullion 
broTiglit  into  her  father's  cellar  for  safe  keeping,  and  of  her 
mother's  sense  of  rcsjion.sibility  in  feeling  that  so  great  a 
treiiiure  was  intrusted  to  her  care. 

Two  days  after  the  marriage  of  the  young  girl  to  Mr. 
Hughes  they  set  sail  for  America  on  a  packet,  which 
required  ten  weeks*  time  to  make  the  passage.  Artists 
were  not  numerous  in  this  countiy  in  1880;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hi^hes  wen  the  ncipienta  of  much  attentioii. 
Washington  Irving  sat  for  his  bust,  which  proved  to  be  the 
most  satisfactory  likeness  he  had  had  taken ;  but  he  wrote 
to  Mr.  Hughes  that  he  did  "not  think  there  ought  to  be 
a  marble  bust  for  only  a  transient  popularity."  Success 
seemed  destined  to  reward  Mr.  Iluglies'  exertions;  but 
his  aspirations  were  made  futile  by  the  failure  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Washington  statue  to  cany  out  their  con- 
tract. The  disappointment  was  bitter,  and  both  the  artist 
and  his  wife  felt  it  keenly.  This  ill-lortnne  in  Phikddphia 
caused  them  to  come  to  Boston. 

Mrs.  Hughes  now  turned  her  artistic  abilities  to  account 
by  taking  pupils.    *'Ko  weather  in  which  horses  could 
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trayel  from  Adams  Stoeet»  Dozchester^  to  Boston,"  8a3rs  a 
friend,  "however  ehilling  those  long  omnibuB  rides  might 
be,  could  deter  her  fnm  meeting  her  Bchdan,  many  of 
whom  became  her  lifelong  friends.  Thej  learned  from  her 
more  than  the  technique  of  the  pencil  and  the  brush ;  ^bdj 
learned  Uioroughneas,  exactitude,  and  iinity."  For  severd 
years  after  the  death  of  her  luisband,  Mrs.  Hughes  resided 
in  the  School  Street  house.  For  some  ten  years  previous 
to  her  deceai^e,  in  1892,  however,  ahe  lived  with  her  daugh- 
ter and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Brown. 

We  have  tiius  gained  an  insight  into  the  pemonalities 
of  the  husband  and  wife  who  made  the  Ball  Hughes 
House  famous.  Here  the  genial  host  and  hostess  enter- 
tained delightful  circles  tof  friends ;  here  came  Dickens 
and  Jane  Stuart  the  artist.  The  old  house  seemed  imbued 
with  the  characteristics  of  its  inmates,  and  everything  was 
in  perfect  harmony.  The  break  came  when  Mr.  Hughes 
died  in  18G8.  Tlie  house  wiw  hiter  occupied  by  Captain 
Jeremiah  Spaulding,  a  well-kuowu  ship-master  in  the  East 
India  trade.  For  several  years  the  building  has  remained 
unoccupied,  but  it  is  now  being  thoroughly  repaired  bj 
its  present  owner.  Miss  Hughes,  who  has  inherited,  to  no 
small  degree,  the  artistic  talent  which  made  her  father 
famous.  Thus  the  associations  still  remain,  and  the  old 
house,  the  walls  of  which  have  witnessed  so  much  quiet 
happiness,  will  continue  its  career  of  usefulness. 


Xas  WBBSIEB  HOTTBB. 

Hm  Webster  House  has  only  been  known  as  such  since 
the  famous  statesman  honored  Dorchestsr  with  a  bd^ 
rssidenoe  within  its  limits.  Previous  to  this  tiie  place  was 

known  as  the  Welles  estate,  being  owned  by  the  Hon. 

John  Welles.  General  Henry  Knox  occupied  the  house 
in  1784,  just  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  he 
had  taken  so  prominent  a  part.  Whether  he  was  the  origi- 
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nal  builder  or  not  Ls  unknown.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Welles  the  propert}*  remaiued  in  the  pubse^^iou  oi  hin  hein 
for  many  yeaza. 

Hie  Webster  Hoaae  is  weQ  remembered  bj  Uie  pneent 
geneimtioik  ol  Dorchester^s  leeidentB.  Ifr.  WflUam  C. 
Codmaa  recells  much  of  interest  in  regard  to  the  house 
and  iti  inmatwi,  end  gives  as  delightful  reoollectioiis  of  it. 
Hesejs: — 

My  eaiiiest  remembruwe  <^  tiie  Webster  House  dates  back 
to  about  lH-2.'),  when  it  was  occupied  by  Mailam  Coltb. — a 
kindly  and  aristocratic  old  lady.  Very  pleasantly  I  recall  tlie 
time  when  Mrs.  Cobb's  royal  equipage  rolled  out  uf  the  aveuue 
leading  to  her  house,  followed  by  two  niedy  trained  spotted 
eoedi-doge,  who  seemed  to  keep  pace  with  tiie  revolation  of  the 
wheels  with  as  mnch  precision  as  Henry  Fletcher  (my  contem- 
poraries will  remember  him)  marched  at  the  head  of  the  column 
of  the  Dorche^^ter  uiiliti.«i  men.  We  Ixjys,  returning  to  our  home* 
from  the  academy  near  by,  whistled  and  called  in  vain  to  these 
canines,  yclept  Byron  and  Celeste,  to  follow  us  instead  of  the 
caniege ;  bat  they  woold  not  heed  oa.  Then  aa  the  earriage 
piinrirt  bj,  Ifadam  Cobb  would  bow  and  smile  sweetly  on  na, 
and  we  would  most  respectfully  and  politely  raise  oar  Javenile 
eapa  in  token  of  the  reoognitioo.'* 

For  a  nomber  of  yean  after  Ifia.  Cobb*s  death  the  estate 
was  leased  by  vaiiotis  persons  for  a  summer  residence. 
Among  these  were  Mr.  Arnold  Welles,  whose  widow  after- 
wards married  Hon.  KolxTt  C.  Winthrop,  and  Messrs. 
William  B.  Reynolds.  Samuel  C.  (iray,  William  Spni^jue, 
and  William  C.  Spaulding,  —  all  of  whom  were  prominent 
Boston  merehants. 

By  a  strange  series  of  ciicumstanees  the  property  fell 
from  its  high  estate  **  when  it  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
Welles  heirs.  For  a  period  a  lagei^ieer  garden  flooxished 
on  ita  gioonds,  an  unsightly  board  fence  oonoealing  the 
former  attractions  of  the  property,  and  servings  as  a  disa- 
greeable eyesore  to  the  peo^e.   Fortunately,  however,  a 
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third  tarn  of  affairs  brought  the  estate  into  better  use;  for 
the  house  wiis  demolished,  the  fence  torn  down,  and  the 
splendid  building  erected  which  will  go  down  in  history 
bcaiing  the  name  of  one  of  Dorchesber'ti  most  honored 
citizens,  —  the  Heniy  L.  Pierce  School. 

The  Hon.  Danid  Wetster  occupied  tlie  Welles  estate  in 
1822.  In  spite  of  the  shortness  of  his  residence  here,  he 
faeosme  a  familiar  object  to  the  people.  Mr.  Webster  was 
a  constant  attendant  at  the  Second  Parbh  church  during 
his  sojourn  in  Dorchester,  over  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Codman 
at  that  time  oflRciated  as  pa.st^r.  It  is  said  that  in  one  of 
his  parochial  visits  Dr.  Cndinan  cxprussed  to  Mr.  Webster 
his  gratiticatiou  at  seeing  inni  present  at  both  ser%nces. 
*'  Dr.  Coduiau,"  said  VV'eleter,  rising  fiom  his  chaii-,  '*  if 
you  see  me  at  church  in  the  memingy  you  will  be  sure  to 
see  me  there  in  the  a/temoon.'"  Dr.  Codman  is  said  to 
have  quoted  tiiis  reply  often  to  stamulate  oUiets  ol  his 
parishioners  to  more  constant  attendance. 

It  is  related  that  on  one  occasion  a  young  Andover  atu> 
dent  had  been  invited  by  Dr.  Codman  to  supply  his  pulpit. 
On  the  appointed  Sunday  the  young  minister  proceeded 
Buioollily  willi  the  opening  prayer  and  tlie  Scripture 
lesson ;  but  he  had  hardly  begun  to  read  the  hymn  when 
he  became  confused,  stammered,  and  finally  sat  down, 
asking  Dr.  Codman  to  finish  the  services.  Dr.  Codman, 
who  had  not  expected  to  be  called  upon  for  such  an  emer- 
gency, was  naturally  surprised  tiiat  the  young  minister 
had  broken  down  so  completely,  but,  supposing  that  a 
sudden  illness  had  caused  the  trouble,  finished  the  service 
with  an  extemporaneous  discourse.  On  the  way  home,  in 
the  carriage,  Dr.  Codman  inquired  the  cause  of  the  unfortu- 
nate break-down.  "Well,  sir,"  replied  the  young  man, 
**it  was  merely  an  unaccountable  nervousness.  Just  its  I 
was  reading  the  second  stanza  of  the  hymn  a  gentleman 
came  into  the  oburch,  and  sat  down  in  a  broad-atale  pew 
directly  before  me,  fixing  such  great,  staring  black  eyes 
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Upon  me  that  I  was  frightened  out  of  my  witb."  Tliis 
WM  the  student's  fint  intiination  that  Dauiel  Wefaiter  was 
a  member  of  the  congi-egation. 

Mr.  Webster's  absolute  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  Tslue 
of  money  is  well  illustrated  hy  his  system  of  benevolence  at 
Dorchester.  He  always  ccmtributed  when  the  oontafafUtioD' 
|j(»x  was  jiansed,  sometimes  a  shilling,  sometimes  a  ten- 
dollar  bill,  —  whatever  he  hapj)ent'(l  to  have  in  his  pocket. 
Mr.  William  (".  (  '(xhuan  has  in  his  posst-s^ioji  an  autograph 
letter  from  VVebbter,  then  in  Washington,  to  his  father,  in 
which  he  says,  If  any  cases  of  peculiar  character  arise  in 
our  neighboiliood  during  the  winter*  oalling  for  oharitabile 
aid,  I  wish  you  to  contribute  something  on  my  account  as 
often  as  you  see  the  necessily.** 

As  Webster's  financial  weakness  was  well  known  to 
Dr.  Codman,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  poor  of  the 
parish  were  noticeably  benefited  by  this  generous  and 
modest  proposal.  '*Tlie  letter,"  says  Mr.  Codman,  "was 
folded  in  the  old-fashioned  way,  with  a  liberal  amount  of 
sealing-wax  on  the  back,  and  the  impression  of  the  seal 
was  tlis  motto,  ^Sam  change*  This  strikes  us  as  doubly 
ludicrous,  in  eonnection  with  the  request  In  the  letter,  if 
we  translate  <lie  motto,  *  Without  ehange,*'~a  dilemma  in 
which  the  great  statesman  often  found  himself  I  '* 

THK  WimiMOTON  HOUSB. 

Nearly  opposite  tihe  Webster  House,  or  the  Welles  man- 
sion, was  the  house  of  Major  Withington,  whose  father 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  tanner.  The  old  ^ts  of  the 
tannery  were  located  north  of  tlie  liouse,  near  the  West 
End  stables,  and  were  not  destroyed  until  the  stable  build- 
ings were  erected.  Mrs.  Major  Withington  Ls  still  rrmem- 
bered  by  the  present  geuei-ation.    A  writer  says  of  her: 

**  She  seemed  always  to  be  sitting  at  the  northerly  window  in 
the  parior  of  her  houM.   We  used  to  think  she  waa  glued  down 
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to  that  antiquated  arm-chair.  A  fine-looking  old  lady  was  » the 
Dachess '  too,  as  seen  from  the  street,  — Uie  house  being  set  back 
about  fifteen  feet,  — 00  we  ooold  not  see  the  old  wrinkles,  or 
note  the  expraeelon;  bat  we  could  see  and  admixe  the  snow- 
white  toitmn  which  surmoiinted  her  ancient  capnt,  and  that  tup- 
ban  is  more  distinctly  remembered  by  six  of  us  acmleniy  boys 
now  living  than  any  part  of  the  costume  of  the  late  regretted, 
end  now  turbanless,  *  Duchess.'  Nut  a  vcBtige  of  the  gallant 
mejor's  house  renudne;  end  tihet  torhan, — you  may  sed^  hi 
vain  to  find  a  shred  of  it  on  earth,  bat  whether  Mm.  Withiqgton 
has  oanied  it  with  hur  to  lieaven  or  not  is  beyond  mj  ken." 

Tbe  house  was  torn  down  in  1870. 

THE  CUMMIK8  H0tT8E. 

The  hnnne.  whiVb  way  occupied  by  Judge  Cummins,  on 
Bo\\  (liiiii  Street  i.s  t  Siiefly  known  as  the  residence  of  Maria 
Cuiumiiis,  the  author  of  the  famous  uovel,  The  Lamp- 
lighter.'* Folklore,"  in  the  •'Doiohester  Beacon,"  gives 
an  interesting  sketch  of  the  praunt  eonditioii  of  the 
estate:  — 

**  To  show  the  sad  havoc  wrought  by  time  one  only  needs  to 
vUAt  thii  OQoe  beantiftd  plaee,  now adesorted  and  tangled  min. 
Trnlj  is  it  tm^mt  «te  rernm,  and  partieolarl j  has  it  swept  this 
place  with  no  sparing  hand*  Its  pretty  colonial-styled  honBCf 

its  pretty  walks,  its  surroundinf^  shnibbery  and  beds  of  flowers, 
its  pine-euviroQe<l  fish-pond,  its  beautiful  and  stately  orelianl.  — 
where  are  they  'f  —  Gone  I — A  melancholy  picture,  in  which 
pity  conunhigies  with  sadness.  Everything  now  is  a  min.  The 
lionse  not  only  is  bamt  down,  bat  its  very  foondatkm  obliter- 
ated,—  the  pond  is  filled  up  with  debris;  the  orchard  lil^pers 
on  dissolution  ;  the  garden  has  disappeared  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  straggling  hedges.  Standinfr  on  the  mad,  beside  the 
estate,  are  four  beautiful,  gigaatic  poplar  trees,  which,  like  sen- 
tinds  gnaiding  thii  sombre  place,  seem  alone  of  all  to  liave 
defied  the  raTagee  of  Time." 
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THB  SWAN  HOUSB.^ 

On  the  IBih  of  Match,  1772,  there  appeased  In  fbe  did 
"Beaton  Gaxette"  (the  present  Boston  Conner**)  the 
following  proposal  for  printing,  — 

A  (Ussuasive  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colom^  from  the 
alaye  trade  to  Alrloa,  by  James  Swan,  a  friend  to  the  irdfaie 
of  the  continent.  To  be  pabliabed  by  snbsoription,  one  |rfata- 
leen  each  book." 

This  is  our  first  pnblio  knowledge  of  Mr.  Jamea  Swan, 
the  owner  of  the  famous  Swan  House,  whose  career  was  a 
chequered  one.    He  was  bom  in  Fifesliire,  Scotland,  and 

came  to  Boston  at  an  early  age.  Here  lie  found  employ- 
ment as  a  clerk,  and  soon  became  well  known  to  his  asso- 
ciates a-s  a  strong  advocate  for  liuman  freedom.  He  was 
but  eighteen  years  of  age  when  the  above-meutioned  pio- 
poeal  waa  pnUished. 

Swan  took  an  active  part  in  the  stirring  a&iis  of  the 
early  part  of  the  Revolntion.  He  waa  one  of  the  famons 
Tea  Party,  in  December,  1773.  He  Yolnnteered  to  aooom- 
pany  Warren  to  Bunker  Hill  as  aid,  and  received  a  wound 
in  the  side.  Early  in  1770  he  was  captain  of  a  company 
of  artillery  m  t>ie  expedition  which  drove  the  British  fleet 
out  of  Boston  Harbor.  In  1777  Swan  was  secretary  to  the 
board  of  war  of  Moijsachusetts,  and  later  became  adjutant- 
general  of  the  State. 

Ten  years  later,  oppressed  with  heavy  debts.  Swan  went 
to  Paris  with  letters  of  introduction  to  Lafayette  and  otiier 
prominent  men.  His  energy  and  abilities  soon  made  him 
popular,  and  he  gained  a  g^reat  reputation  as  well  as  a 
snbstantial  fortune.  By  1794  he  had  ]mid  o£f  all  his  debts, 
incbuIiiicT  those  even  from  which  he  had  pre\nouslj  In'on 
discharged.  Later  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  I'nited  States, 
returning  to  Europe  in  1798  to  engage  in  vast  commercial 
transactions. 

>  See  Ulnttnitioii  on  page  ITft. 
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In  1808  a  German,  with  whom  Swan  had  Lad  large  deal- 
ings, caused  him  to  be  imprisoned  at  St*  Pelagie,  because  of 
bia  sefnaal  to  pay  a  dabn  against  liiin.  Here  he  remained 
lor  twenty-two  yean,  while  the  case  was  being  tried  before 
tike  French  courts.  He  might  haTe  been  released  at  any 
time,  as  his  fortune  was  ample  enough  to  meet  the  Ger> 
man*8  demand  many  times ;  but  he  considered  the  claim 
unjust,  and  preferred  to  suffer  imprisonment  rather  than 
yield  his  principle.    He  died  soon  after  beiiif^  released. 

Swan's  confinement  at  St.  Pelagie  has  been  thus 
described:  — 

'*  Vainly  did  Lafayette,  who  often  visited  bim,  or  his  rich 
friends,  seek  to  prevail  upon  him  to  escape  from  this  retreat. 
His  lodging  was  a  little  cell,  modestly  furnished,  upon  the 
second  floor.  He  was  a  fine-looking  old  gentleman,  said  to 
resemble  in  his  countenance  Benjamin  FraaUin.  The  prisoneis 
treated  him  with  great  respect,  yielding  him  as  much  space 
as  possible  for  air  and  exercise,  cleaning  a  path  for  him, 
and  even  putting  ^Mido  their  little  fumacea  upon  which  they 
cooked  their  meals,  ut  his  approach,  for  feiir  that  the  amell  of 
charcoal  should  be  unpleasant  to  him.  He  had  won  their  love 
by  his  eonsideTate  and  vnif  orm  benevoleaee.  Not  a  day  passed 
witbout  some  kind  act  on  his  part,  often  mjsterions  and  un- 
known in  its  source  to  the  recipient.  Frequently  a  poor  debtor 
knocked  at  his  door  for  bread,  and  in  addition  obtained  liis 
liberty. 

"One  creditor  only  retained  the  venerable  captive,  hoping 
each  year  to  see  his  resolution  give  way,  and  each  year  calUng 
open  liira  with  a  propoeal  for  an  accommodatbn.  Tiie  director 
of  the  prison,  the  friends  of  the  cdonel,  and  even  the  jailers, 
urged  him  to  accept  the  proposed  terms,  and  be  restored  to  his 
country  and  ffimily.  Politely  siilutintr  his  creditor,  he  would 
turn  toward  the  jailer  and  simply  say,  '  My  friend,  return  me  to 
my  (dumber.*  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  1829  his  idiysician 
had  obtained  for  liim  the  privilege  of  a  daily  promenade  in  one 
of  the  galleries  of  the  prison,  where  he  could  breathe  a  purer 
atmosphere  than  that  to  wliich  he  had  long  been  subjected.  At 
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flitt  he  was  grotefol  U«  ttw  taw,  bat  tooii  wid  to  1i»  doctor, 
*The  inflpiriting  air  of  liberty  wiU  kill  my  body,  eo  long  aeen*- 

tomed  to  the  heavy  Atmosphere  of  the  priBon.'  The  BevolatioD 
of  July,  1830,  threw  open  his  prison  dooi-a  in  the  vrry  last  hour 
of  the  twenty-second  year  of  captivity.  After  the  triumph  of 
the  peoplej  be  desired  to  embrace  once  more  his  old  friend 
Lafayette.  He  had  tint  eattafaetiim  upon  the  atepe  of  the 
Hotel  de  ViUe.   The  ooct  morning  he  waa  dead." 

The  Swan  Mansion  in  Dorchester  w;us  situated  on  Dudley 
Street,  iind  was  built  about  1790.  Ita  Bite  waa  impobmg, 
being  upon  a  ledge  of  jocks.  The  eatate  formerly  be- 
looi^  to  the  son  of  Colonel  Hatoh,  wboee  son  Nathaniel 
ma  a  Tory,  and  had  hia  eatate  oonfiBcated  by  the  State. 
Li  1780  Colonel  Swan  bought  the  property  for  £18,000. 
Later  Colonel  Swan  offered  the  eatate  to  Governor  Hancock 
for  X15,000,  an  achTince  which  was  not  altogether  satisfac- 
tory to  tin  governor.  Swan  wrote  to  Hancock,  '*I  have 
built  an  elegant  and  \cvy  expensive  house  upon  it^  includ- 
ing in  one  a  road-home,  two  stablea,  aud  a  Imy-loft^  with  a 
servant's  chamber  and  a  pigeon-house.  The  mansion-house 
can  be  refitted  in  aa  elegant  a  manner  as  it  once  was  for 
about  £4000.'* 

Colonel  Swan  entertained  laviahly  doting  hie  brief  resi- 
dence here.  Among  the  many  distinguished  persons  who 
accepted  hia  hospitality  were  the  Marquis  de  Viomenil, 
second  in  command  of  Rochambeau's  army,  Admiral 
d'Estaiug,  ih»  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  General  Uenxy 
Knox. 

It  is  said  that  one  room  in  the  house  wa:i  known  as  the 
**  BCarie-Antoinette  room/'  The  story  goes  that  Madam 
Swan,  during  her  residence  in  Paris,  purdiased  from  tlus 
sacked  palaces  the  draperies  from  the  Tuileries  and  f ur> 
niture  which  had  belonged  to  the  deposed  nobility  of 
the  French  capital.  .  It  is  also  rumored  that  the  won- 
derful gobelin  hangings  that  adorned  this  room,  and  the 
quaint  old  plate,  had  a  very  different  history,  to  the  effect 
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that  Colonel  Swan  had  been  concerned  in  a  plot  to  rescue 
Marie-Antoinette,  and  to  bring  lier  to  America,  where  she 
might  be  harbored  until  the  troubled  dajb  liad  pabsed  away 
from  F^oe.  For  this  purpose  a  ship  had  heen  laden  witli 
nlver,  fumitoie,  and  clothing, — everything  that,  to  their 
ideas,  would  be  needed  in  Ameiica.  How  the  plot  fiiiled  is 
not  explained ;  but  it  is  said  that  the  furniture  and  dra- 
peries, and  the  clothes  which  were  to  have  been  Hie  quoeaL% 
have  furnished  this  house.  The  theory  generally  accepted 
is  that  much  of  the  elegant  furniture,  ricli  family  plate, 
and  magnificent  paintingg  once  iulorned  palatial  French 
residences,  having  been  stored  in  Colonel  Swan's  ships  for 
safety  during  the  Reign  of  Tenor.  It  was  a  oommon  honr 
mot  at  the  time  that  between  Madame  Gnillotine,  who 
took  off  tlieir  heads,  and  Swan,  who  took  off  their  trunks, 
litUe  was  left  of  those  unfortunate  Frenchmm/* 

It  was  here,  in  1825,  while  Colonel  Swan  was  living  in 
the  debtors'  prison  in  Paris,  that  Madam  Swan  entertained 
Lafayette.  She  rec^i  vp'I  the  famous  Frenchman  .standing  on 
the  .ste])S  at  tlie  eiul  of  the  piazza  at  the  main  entrance  of 
the  house,  wliich  she  rarely  allowed  to  be  used.  Lafayette, 
attended  by  his  staff,  was  then  on  his  way  to  Quincy  to 
dine  with  Adams.  Historical  records  of  this  event  de- 
scribe her  as  being  drewed  in  a  black  silk  gown  and  wearing 
a  turban  of  black  lace,  the  dress,  even  to  the  huge  raff, 
being  Elizabethan  in  style.  Madam  Swan  is  reputed,  in 
spite  of  her  strange  eccentricities,  to  have  been  verj'  lieau- 
tiful.  Stuart  painted  her  ;  and  the  portrait,  still  owned  by 
one  of  her  grandchildren,  was  exhibited  in  a  loan  collectlou 
at  the  Art  Museimi  within  a  few  years. 

There  is  said  to  have  been  but  one  other  house  like  tliia 
built  in  tiiis  coantr^',  and  that  was  at  Thomaston,  Maine» 
by  General  Knox,  who  was  Colonel  Swan*s  intimate  frigid, 
and  whose  daughter  Lucgr  married  James  Swan,  the 
GoloneVs  only  son.  Another  close  friend  of  tlic  family 
was  General  Jackson,  who  was  the  trustee  of  tho  Swan 
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estate.  General  Jackson  was  buried  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Swan  estate,  and  liis  grave  was  for  many  years  pointed  out 
to  visitors  in  tiiat  vicinity.  A  lane  of  lilac  bubhes  led 
from  the  house  to  tiie  tomlH  which  Madam  Svan  visited 
regularly  as  long  as  she  lived.  This  grave  was  removed 
when  Woodward  Park  was  lud  out  acron  the  estate. 
There  are  weird  stories  told  of  spirits  which  haunted  the 
lilac  path  as  long  as  the  bushes  remained. 

In  1857  the  furniture  of  the  salon  of  the  Swan  House 
is  said  to  liave  been  sold  at  auctiou  ;  and  it  was  reported 
that  the  beds  were  loaded  down  with  rich  court  gowns, 
said  to  have  been  the  property  of  tlic  ill-fated  Maiie-Antui- 
nette.   The  building  was  taken  down  a  few  years  ago. 

Bfr.  Nalhaniel  Augustas  Barrett  ocoupied  the  house 
from  1858  to  1855.  Mrs.  William  H.  Gilley,  one  of  the 
latest  occupants,  gives  the  following  excellent  deeoiiption. 
She  says: — 

The  especial  feature  of  th»  hoose  was  the  eircidar  pailor, 

tiiirty-two  feet  in  diameter,  surmounted  by  a  dome  at  the  height 
of  twenty-flve  feet,  and  having  three  niirror-wiiulows.  It  was 
a  glorious  rnom  to  sing  in,  on  Mccouiit  of  its  acoustics.  The 
house  was  spoken  of  in  the  neighborhood  as  the  Round  House, 
and  some  one  once  suggested  that  Captain  Swan  most  have  had 
a  steamboat  in  mind  when  it  was  fashioned.  I  have  always 
heard,  bowevw,  that  it  was  copied  from  a  French  ch&tean. 
There  were  two  large,  old-fashioned  chimneys  in  the  house. 
The  mantel  in  the  round  room  was  of  stutnary  marble,  beauti- 
fully carv'ed  with  grillins,  having  been  brought  fi-om  France. 

**The  mirror- windows !  There  were  only  two,  the  glass  as 
thin  as  an  e^-shell.  The  three  outside  windows  opMied  almost 
to  the  floor,  haidng  the  oldoetyle  inside  blinds,  or  rather  shntten, 
as  inde^  had  all  the  rooms.  Lafayette  is  said  to  have  entered 
the  house  through  one  of  these  windows,  and  we  often  specu- 
lated as  to  which  one.  Tie  is  also  said  to  have  sat  in  the  same 
chair  in  which  he  might  have  reclined,  perchance,  in  Paris,  and 
to  have  eaten  perhaps  from  the  same  cUna  that  had  s^red  Urn 
at  home! 
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"  Another  remarkable  room  was  the  one  opposite  to  the 
round  room,  which  must  have  been  the  diuiug-room,  the 
cb&iA-elaflek  adjoined  it.  Hik  mB  aleo  of  a  great  height,  hay- 
ing no  rooms  over  it,  and  I  was  obliged  to  get  a  vety  long 
carpenter's  ladder  to  arrange  the  draperies  at  the  windows,  the 
sashes  being  in  three  tiers,  and  flooding  the  room  with  light  and 
eonehine. 

The  other  rooms  were  ordinary  ones  in  size  and  comfort ; 
hnt  the  upper  diambesi  and  the  hall  had  yeiy  low  ceilings, 
aeaioely  eeren  feet, — bat  were  luge  in  breadth,  and  the  ontlook 
was  on  such  lovely  old  trees,  and  there  were  each  glorioiis 
eonsetol" 

THE  MOBION  PATELIOK. 

Tbo  name  of  Hon.  Perez  Morton,  bendea  lieing  con- 
nected with  the  Taylor  maosioii,  is  also  asBOciAted  vitib 
another  of  Dordiester^s  well-known  houses,  —  the  Pavilion, 
on  Pleasant  Street.  It  was  to  this  house  that  Mr.  Morton 
removt'd  Ins  residence  from  Dudley  Street.  This  occurred 
in  180b;  but,  five  years  l^'fore,  on  September  27,  1803,  he 
had  mortgaged  to  his  brotlier,  Joseph  Morton,  for  the  sum 
of  $14,400,  liis  whole  Dudley  Stieet  estate,  comprising,  as 
llie  deed  says,  "all  tliat  my  estate  in  Dorchester  on  which 
my  dwelling-house  now  stands,  together  with  all  the  land 
appurtenant  and  belonging  thereto^  which  I  purchased  of 
Lemuel  Bird  and  Ezekiel  Bird,  containing  by  estimation 
five  acres  more  or  less,  with  all  the  buildings  thereon 
fitandiug."  Tliis  inortgnge,  apparently,  was  never  can- 
celled. Here  terminated  Mr.  Morton's  rnnneetion  with  the 
Dudley  Street  eatiite  ;  for  by  deed  bearing  date  of  .Inly  7, 
1808,  Joseph  Morton  "conve}'8  to  Cornelius  Coolidge  of 
Boston,  in  consideration  of  $15,000  to  be  paid  by  said 
Cloolidge,  all  that  estate  in  Dorchester  on  which  the  dwell- 
ing house  now  stands  late  in  Hie  improvement  of  Peres 
Morton,  Esq.,  with  all  tbe  appurtenances  thereto  belonging, 
and  buildings  thereon  standing,  said  premises,  however, 
aubject  to  the  Equity  of  Redemption  of  said  Perez  Morton 
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as  by  law  is  in  such  civses  made  and  provided."  It  has  been 
handed  down  ds  a  tradition  in  the  faiaiiy  that  Mr.  Morton 
buUt  the  Pavilion  before  aunouncing  to  h.i&  wife  Lis  inten- 
tion of  lelmqwwhing  tiie  Dudley  Stteet  estate. 

We  may  get  aa  ezoellent  idea  of  the  appeanmoe  of  the 
house  from  the  wcods  of  two  of  Dorchester's  citiseii8» 
whose  memory  recalls  the  Pavilion  and  its  owner.  In  the 
New-England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register  for 
January^  1892,  Mr.  David  Clapp  writes  on  this  subject  as 
follovrs :  — 

"  The  house,  accordinf;;  to  my  imperfect  recollection  of  the 
details  of  a  familiar  object  seen  daily  from  infancy,  comprised 
an  extensive  square  lower  or  ground  story,  with  a  broad  piazza 
hi  ftont.  A  second  stoiy,  still  smsUer  hi  floor  snifsoe,  rested 
qnnmetiically  on  the  oentvs  of  tiie  first,  with  hoth  stotfes  low- 
stodded.  It  was  a  oonmKm  lepwt  in  my  boyhood  lhat  another 
story  still  smaller  in  extent  once  crowned  this  second  story,  and 
that  the  peculiar  shape  of  the  structure  was  copied  from  build- 
ings in  countries  where  hurricanes  are  frequent.  The  building, 
as  now  remembered,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  painted 
of  a  dark  grayish  color.** 

Mr.  WilliaTn  B.  Trask,  who  for  niuny  vears  hm  l^een 
prominently  identified  with  the  history  of  Good  Old  Dor- 
chester, also  reeallH  the  appearance  of  tlie  ravilioa.  He 
says :  — 

♦*  The  outward  appearance  of  the  ravUion,  as  I  remember  it, 
was  strangely  unique,  attractuig  attention  to  tiie  pessen-hy  hi 
its  oovelly  and  qnaintness.  The  interior  I  never  saw,  nor  do  I 
know  of  any  person  Urlng  who  could  give  a  description  of  it. 
The  military'  companies  used  to  parade  on  the  grounds  in  the 
enclosure"  ni-ar  wIutc  this  building  stoo<l.  I  distinctly  recollect, 
on  one  occasion  at  least,  of  seeing  a  company  there,  the  I>or> 
diester  Artfll^  it  may  have  been.  It  was  Ihtti  called  Allen's 
Plain,  after  WiUlam  Allen,  whose  dwelIIng>ho«ise  was  burned 
on  this  spot  hi  1784."  > 
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The  charmiiig  circle  of  acquaiuuinces  and  £iieii(k  wliich 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  bad  drawn  aronnd  them  at  the  old 
Taylor  manBion  followed  tiiem  to  their  new  home ;  and 
witiiin  the  parlors  of  this  quunt  but  attxactive  Pavilion 
there  was  often  gathered  a  brilliant  assemblage  of  men  and 
women  famoiis  from  their  positions  in  State  and  society. 

In  this  house  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  passed  their  declin- 
ing years.  "  I  well  renieinlxjr  it  and  its  inmates,"  again 
writes  Mr.  Olapp,  "  from  my  earliest  years,  nnd  can  now 
distinctly  recall  the  aged  Morton  couple,  seated  on  their 
broad  piazza,  and  enjoying  the  southwesterly  summer 
breeses  as  they  swept  across  Ae  open  plun." 

Mr.  Morton  died  at  the  PaYilion,  October  14, 1887;  and 
a  few  years  later  Mrs.  Morton  removed  to  Qniney,  sttU 
retaining  the  Pavilion  in  her  possession.  She  died  May 
14,  1846,  and  not  many  years  later  the  house  was  taken 
down. 

The  site  of  the  Pavilion  was  very  near  that  on  which 
stood  the  primitive  thatched-roof  meeting-house  of  the  first 
Dorchester  settlers,  and  was  on  the  lij'st  street  laid  out  by 
them,  known  for  so  many  yeais  as  Green  Lane. 

THE  WALTKK  BAlUiR  &LAJIS10N. 

The  Walter  Baker  Mansion,  located  on  Wa.<?hington 
Street,  at  the  pornrr  df  ]':irk  Street,  was  probably  built 
about  the  midiUe  of  tlie  last  centiuy ;  but  it  is  not  known 
who  was  the  original  builder.  Lieutenant-Governor  Oliver 
was  the  first  occupant  of  whom  we  have  record,  and  he 
left  the  house  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution. 

Colonel  Benjamin  HIdiibom  bought  the  house  about 
1781,  and  oceui»ed  it  as  a  summer  residence  until  his 
death  in  1817.  Colonel  Hicbbom  bequeathed  the  estate 
to  his  brother,  Samuel  Hichhom ;  and  at  this  time  it  was 
known  as  "  Hichlwm  Comer."  Among  his  friends  were 
General  Lafayette  and  Presidents  Jefferson  and  Monroe, 
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who  visited  him  when  they  came  to  Boston.  He  enter- 
tained General  Lafayette  when  lie  was  in  Boston  in  1783. 
President  Monroe  came  to  see  him  in  his  livst  sickness; 
and  it  is  said  that  they  emhraced  and  kissed  each  other,  as 
was  the  fashion  at  the  time. 

Mr.  James  Pamimaa  oooupied  the  iKMDue  in  1880.  He 
was  a  well-known  merchant,  and  was  closely  identified,  with 
the  interests  ui  the  town.  He  was  especially  interested  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Dorchester  Academy,  and  did 
much  to  encourage  it.  For  the  first  six  or  eight  months 
he  devoted  a  large  room  in  his  residence  —  the  Penniman 
House,  iis  it  wius  then  called  —  to  be  used  as  a  school-room 
for  the  academy.  In  this  room,  located  on  the  southern 
comer  of  the  iirst  floor,  began  this  institution,  which 
played  so  important  a  part  in  the  educational  life  of 
Dorchester  during  the  period  of  its  exii^noe. 

Ifr.  William  C.  Codman,  a  graduate  of  the  old  Dorches> 
ter  Academy,  has  recalled,  in  an  article  pnUished  in  the 
Dorchester  Beacon,**  delightful  reminiscences  of  his 
school-dap  there.  He  was  one  of  the  first  pupils,  and 
witnessed  the  change  from  the  Penniman  House  to  the 
academy  building.    He  says :  — 

"The  inauguration  ceremonies  were  imposing,  and  the  acad- 
emy was  opened  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  Evi» 
dently,  in  the  minds  of  tlu'  tnistreH.  at  least  one  out  of  every 
ten  of  the  hoys  was  at  some  time  or  other  to  become  one  of  the 
presidents  of  the  United  States.  I  regret  to  say  that  after  a 
careful  examination  from  Andrew  Jackaon  down  to  the  present 
incumhent,  I  fail  to  find  the  name  of  a  single  graduate  of 
Dorchester  Academy. 

**  The  new  jmnoipal  instituted  a  novel  ukmIc  of  punishment. 
Any  rcfiactoiy  Im.v,  in-itoad  of  heing  fenileil,  was  thereafter 
to  be  scut  up  stairs  and  placed  hetweeu  two  girh)  for  au  hour. 
It  was  supposed  the  mortillcation  would  be  so  great  that  f  ende, 
cow-hide,  and  switch  would  be  abandoned,  and  tiie  nai^ty 
youngsters  would  repent  of  their  evil  ways  and  sin  no  more. 
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The  principal  could  uot  have  shot  wider  frou  the  uiarii.  The 
eaaoB  of  miBdeiiieatior  wom  mora  fraqnent  tinn  oTer.  A  tei^ 
ilbly  leftidory  spiilt  tcuA  poiaawton  of  fbe  bojs,  and  tbs 
prospect  of  being  sandwiched  between  two  girb  was  something 

ecstatic!  Anticipntini?  tlu>  jninij^fimont  (?)  thf»  N^ys  \rould  carry 
to  school  witi)  Ihem  caudy,  lu'pperiuints,  acidulated  drops,  and 
cookies  (I  wonder  if  any  reader  remembers  the  cookies  Kelt 
fbe  bdcer  need  to  bring  out  in  his  c«rt  from  llie  city,  reprment- 
ing  in  bafl-reHef  «  boy  and  a  girl  kiaaing  eadi  other?— I  do) ; 
and  when  onlored  upstaiVB«  one  of  the  little  lassies  would  raise 
the  lid  of  her  desk,  apparently  to  look  ft)r  u  book,  and  the 
culprit  Ind  would  noisek'ssly  dro]>  into  the  desk  such  a  collection 
of  boubous  and  goodies  as  would  delight  any  juvenile  feminine 
heart.  We  had  to  nin  our  lack  for  our  seats,  but  as  all  the 
l^ls  were  Jolly,  agreeable,  and  in  our  eyes  pretty,  we  were  sore 
of  a  satisfactory  flirtation. 

Such  a  delightful  state  of  things  could  not  naturally  last 
long,  and  the  preceptor,  realizin<2:  his  mistake,  placed  as  many 
impediments  in  our  way  as  postsible.  The  half-hour  recess, 
which  was  then  the  same  for  boys  and  girls,  was  changed,  so 
that  we  should  not  meet.  And  then  fnmi  the  master^s  desk  on 
the  dale  above  llie  adiookoom  flow,  to  oar  consternation  was 
issued  this  edict,  to  he  followed  witti  the  Chinese  emperor's 
addendum,  —  *■  Of  Una  fail  not ' :  — 

All  hoys  attcndinj;  the  academy  are  hereafter  forbidden  to  tpeak 
to  any  of  the  young  ladies  of  the  upper  department,  either  in  going  to 
or  fron  idiooL* 

**  The  lignum-vltffi  ferule,  the  raw-hide,  and  the  green  switch 
were  again  brought  into  requlsttiott;  bat  stfll  oar  tender  liearts 
yearned  for  the  companionship  of  the  yoang  ladies  on  the  floor 

above.  Necessity  — '  the  mother  of  Invention '  —  came  to  OUT 
aid.  A  few  clioiee  Hjiirits  of  both  sexes,  after  school  hours, 
phumeil  an  alphabet  composed  of  the  most  extraordinary  hiero- 
glyphics, as  I  remember  it,  less  i>usily  iiudtirstoiKl  tluiu  the  runes 
of  the  Scandinaylans.  A  glossary  accompanied  it,  for  other- 
wise it  was  inexplicable,  and  these  were  clandestinely  circolated 
amongst  all  who  were  interested  in  the  wicked  plot. 

»4  Miss  ^1  who  for  the  Isst  thuty  years  has  been  living  in 
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Europe,  wm  appointed  postiiuBtnHi  for  the  upper  IkMr,  and 
Master  >,  now  a  deigyman  in  weetem  HaaaaGhnBette,  poet* 
master  for  the  lower  department.   The  mail  waa  encloaed  in  a 

fifliealely  woven  cigar-case,  made  from  mannia-o;ra88,  and 
during  recei^s  was  lowered  by  a  cord  to  the  postmaater,  whose 
desk  was  next  to  the  wiudow  below. 

**  I  wieh  I  eoaM  now  tianelate  tt»  love  eflnsione  of  that  daily 
maQ.  LetmegiTeoneortwo<^theeloaingaenteneeBfromthe 
letteia  to  my  addreaa:' 

*■ '  I'liou,  thou  reigost  in  this  bosom, 
TluN^  theie  heit  thou  thy  thvoae.' 

***Am  long  at  I  (and  poMiUy  hermfler),  yoon  with  dnceresl 
affectknL* 

"  Engroseed  with  Biieh  tender  eralimenta,  how  oonld  we  be 
ezpeeted  to  pnnne  our  atndiea  and  qualify  oundTes  tor  the 

office  of  president  of  the  United  States?   Utterly  impossible! 

^'  All  things  in  this  world  must  come  to  an  end,  and  the  mail 
bag  was  no  exception.  The  mischievous  postmistress  substi- 
tuted a  rod-hot  poker  for  the  cigar  case.  The  studious  post- 
maatar  below,  with  hie  hand  out  of  the  window  ready  to  reoeiTe 
the  expected  mail,  and  audibly  assuring  ua  that  four  ai^  four 
made  eight,  and  two  from  six  left  four,  etc.,  suddenly  pulled  in 
his  aching  hand  and  uttered  a  screech,  —  a  soeech  which 
echoed  and  re-echoed  through  the  academy  ball. 

As  the  eagle  pounces  down  upon  hi&  prey  from  a  distance, 
iO  did  the  principal  upon  the  poor,  suffering,  jtnreoUe  poft- 
nuMter.  The  mail-bag  waa  aecuied  by  the  tesdier,  but  though 
a  decidedly  scholarly  man,  and  familiar  with  Gieek,  be  could 
only  decipher  one  letter  by  its  trian'nihir  form,  representing  the 
letter  ^  D.'  The  rest  was  as  obscure  as  Hindooetanee  or 
Chinese." 

After  this  di^ssion  let  us  return  to  the  brief  history 
which  remains  of  the  Walter  Baker  Mansion.  Mr.  Penni- 
man,  we  have  seen,  owned  tlie  house  at  the  t\mo  the  Dor- 
chester Academy  waa  formed  in  1 831 .  From  1  j  i  ^  }  < u  i :  Is  tli e 
property  passed  into  the  possession  of  tlie  Baker  iamily. 
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lU)  later  history  has  not  been  eventful,  Mrs.  Walter  Bs^er 
living  there  quiedj  until  her  death,  in  1891.  The  house 
is  now  occupied  by  the  Bichloride  of  Gold  Inatitnte. 

THB  EYSBBRFT  HOUSB.^ 

The  Everett  Iluuse  waa  built  about  1770.  The  Rev. 
Oliver  Everett,  pastor  of  tiie  New  Eknitii  Ghiubh  in  Boston 
in  1782,  gave  up  his  pastorate^  and  moved  to  Doxchester, 
taking  np  his  reridence  in  this  house.  Who  his  predeces- 
sors were  is  uncertain.  It  is  said  that  the  house  was 
originally  built  by  Robert  Oliver,  a  West  India  merchant. 

Mr.  William  B.  Trask  relates  an  anecdote  in  regard  to 
Colonel  Oliver  whioh  runs  as  follows: 

•(Colonel  Oliver  owned  a  plantatioii,  >r  was  Migaged  in 
trade  with  some  of  the  inhabitantrt  of  the  West  India  Iglands, 
iiiul  brought  from  tlience  a  number  of  Afnran  slaves.  It  was 
thought  that  the  health  of  these  slaves  would  Ite  in  a  better 
condition  when  offend  for  sab,  if  some  employment  were 
given  them.  As  they  had  been  accustomed  to  carrying  burdens 
on  their  bcad^,  wooden  trajB  were  procured  for  them.  These 
were  filled  with  eartii  from  an  eminence,  and  depoBited  in  a 
hollow  of  the  land  rir:ir  by.  Afterwards,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Hume  of  hia  HoBtuu  iriendti  who  called  to  see  him,  the  colonel 
substitute  small  wheelbarrows  for  trays.  To  the  amusement 
of  the  passeis-hy,  the  Uboims  were  aeen  at  fint  with  the 
barrows  on  their  heads.  Not  nnderstanding  the  rotary  power 
to  be  applied  to  those  veliiides,  they  Indieroasly  made  them- 
selves the  carrisges." 

It  was  in  this  house  that  Edward  Everett  was  bom,  in 
1794.  The  £aBt  Chester  Park  extension  pa^sses  directly 
by  the  house,  and  cuts  off  one  corner  of  the  estate.  The 
house  is  Rtill  standing,  and  is  in  the  possession  of  Dr. 
William  S.  Stevciis. 


1  See  niugtration  on  paffe  185 

3  New  Eng.  Hist.  Geng.  Keg.  1862,  pp.  237,  m 
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ceiling  d^ign,  unique,  elaborate,  and  beratifiilt  which  tor  trym* 
metiy  II  wotdd  be  diflteolt  to  find  a  ooonterpftrt.  The  iroifc  is 
Btnooo^  and  the  odd  fandea  are  finely  iRoaght  in  odd  corners 
which  the  rambling  lines  of  the  upper  rooms  compel.    In  the 

entrance  hall  again  we  have  directly  in  front  of  us  folding  doors 
opeuiug  iutu  the  breakfast  room,  which  is  bright  and  sunny, 
behig  lighted  by  a  large  bay  window.  The  walla  are  covered  by 
an  odd  old  paper  of  the  peculiar  landscape  pattern.  Along  tiie 
oomioe  la  thrown  a  fine  carved  traoeiy.  The  lower  half  of  the 
wall-space  is  panelled,  and  the  border  corresponds  to  the  cornice 
in  dcsig^n  and  workmanship.  At  the  rifrht  of  the  entrance  we 
enter  the  diuiug-hall,  a  long  handsome  room,  lighted  by  five 
windows  reaching  to  the  fioor.  The  (K)mice  is  very  elaborate 
here*  and  the  long  windowa  are  wide  and  high,  fitted  widi  fold- 
ing tnatde  blinds,  secured  in  a  primitive  but  effective  fashion, 
particularly  in  the  front  windows,  which  open  upon  tiny  balco> 
ni<>s  of  wrought  Iron,  which  show  a  graceful  fancy.  0])posite 
the  dining-room  is  a  library,  with  quaint  metal  car\iuga,  fluted 
pilasters  ornamented  by  figures  of  Bacchus  and  Ceres;  while 
above  the  door-poela  other  mythological  flgnrea  poee.  In  thia 
room  there  ia  a  d^  vaolt,  aad  the  key  to  thia  treaeare-hottae 
has  the  artistic  touch  which  belongs  to  everything  iien,  and 
gives  an  air  of  rL'liiiftticnt  and  quiet  elesrarKv. 

*'  The  drawing-room  occupies  the  centre  of  the  second  floor, 
presenting  one  of  the  finest  interiors  to  be  found  in  this  part  of 
the  cottntry.  The  vanlted  ceiling  la  elaboratly  deeomted  in 
stnooo,  while  tlie  cornice  beam  deep-cat  designs  in  oonventional 
fomi.  Doors  and  casings  bear  the  graceful  drooping  garlands 
which  everywhere  mark  the  decorative  treatment  of  colonial 
days.  This  drawing-room  seems  litted  fur  hospitality,  and 
there  ia  a  charming  touch  of  patriotism  displayed  in  the  orna- 
mentation of  tiie  door>poata,  whoae  cape  are  made  In  panel 
form,  bearing  upon  the  centre  apace  an  emblematic  group  oon* 
sisting  of  the  American  eagle  standing  guard  over  the  shield, 
above  which  are  garlands  of  lanrel.  The  front  parlor  i-i  Inn?, 
lighted  by  a  large  bay  wiudow,  which  ovei  lo(/k8  the  grounds  and 
driveway ;  while  the  back  parlor  opens  by  long  French  windows 
upon  a  bewitehing  nook  in  balcony  form,  ftom  which  one  can 
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look  into  birds'  nests  and  the  dense  foUai^e  of  grand  old  trees. 
These  parlors  are  flanked  by  square  rooms  on  either  side,  and  a 
Teiy  romantic  thing  it  u  to  visit  lOiDe  of  these  cosy,  odd-shaped 
rooms,  wbich  can  be  accomplished  by  moantiDg  a  bade  staircase 
fimm  the  small  square  hall  between  the  breakfast  and  dining- 
rooms  on  the  first  floor.  Followiug  along  a  dark  pimnn'^e  until 
a  group  of  doors  is  reached,  we  come  to  ii  suite  of  pretty  rooms 
on  the  second  Uoor ;  but  moontiug  another  flight  of  stairs,  we 
follow  along  a  passage  whldi  tells  very  plainly  that  we  are 
under  the  eaves.  There  are  daep  dosets  here  which  woold  de- 
llgbt  any  housekeeper,  and  we  pass  several  deep  recesses  before 
we  reach  the  door  which  opens  Into  a  veritable  'sky  parlor.' 
This  room  is  about  ten  by  sixteen  feet,  built  up  sfjunre  on  the 
roof,  liglited  by  four  large  windows ;  there  urc  Hoods  of  sun- 
shine pouring  in  here  from  morning  till  niglit ;  and  the  view 
over  the  tree-U^  is  grand)  as  we  can  see  beyond  the  tossbig 
foliage  the  deep  blue  of  the  sea,  dotted  by  white  sails  and 
occasional  darker  lines  of  smoke,  wlilch  maik  an  out-going 
steamer.^ 

It  was  in  this  room  tliat  Samli  Wontworlli  Apthorp, 
better  known  to  the  s(k  ial  world  as  Mrs.  Perez  Morton, 
composed  the  first  Auii  li  an  novel,  "The  Power  of  Sym- 
pathy," in  which  she  recorded,  skilfully  disguised  iu  an  in- 
tricate plot,  the  seduction  and  death  of  her  favorite  sister. 

Here,  too,  it  is  eaay  to  imagine  that  the  youthful  Perez 
Morton,  then  but  twenty-four  years  of  age,  composed  the 
funeral  oration  pronounced  by  him  over  the  body  of  Gen- 
eral Joseph  Wairm,  who  ;)assed  the  night  in  this  house 
just  before  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  As  Mrs.  John 
Adams  wrote  at  tlie  time,  "  A  yonnj^  fellow  could  not 
have  wished  a  liner  opportunitv  to  display  Ids  talents." 
*'  Illustrioujj  relics  !  "  said  the  yoinii:,'  orator,  apoistrophizing 
the  exhumed  remains  before  him,  —  "illustrious  relics! 
What  tidings  from  the  grave?  Why  hast  thou  left  the 
peaceful  mansions  of  the  tomb  to  visit  again  tiiia  troubled 


earth? 


1  Hbw  Engiud  llMg^^,  Miiy.  1880. 
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This  "  young  Perez  jNIorton  "  soon  became  a  prominent 
fipure,  and  tof>k  i;ink  wiih  the  leading  Bpirits  of  the  Revo- 
luLiuu.  Loug  afterwards,  one  of  hi&  last  public  duties  was 
the  acting  as  State's  attorney,  assisted  by  Daniel  Webster, 
in  the  celebrated  trial  of  Uie  Knapps  at  Salem  in  1880,  for 
the  murder  of  Captain  Joseph  White.  Bom  in  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  November  13, 1751,  he  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1771.  From  1807  to  1811  he  was  speaker  of 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives;  from  1811 
to  1832  lie  w!us  attorney-general  of  ^Tassachusette,  and  iti 
1820  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  convention.  He  died 
November  14,  1837. 

An  old  resident  of  Dorchester,  in  recalling  the  house, 
aa^:  **It  was  built  in  old  colonial  style,  and  was  by  far 
the  finest  residence  in  Dorchester*  I  remember  visiting' 
the  house  when  a  lad.  The  then  owner  had  but  recently 
retired  from  tibe  wliolesale  shoe  busing,  having  acquired 
a  large  fortune.  It  is  said  that  on  the  panels  of  the  doors 
of  his  carriage  was  conspicuously  painted— 

•**'\V'lio  would  have  thought  it 
Shioes  could  have  bought  it.' " 

Who  the  predecessors  of  Mr.  Morton  were  in  the  owner* 
ship  of  the  Taylor  House  is  not  known;  certain  it  is  that 
the  personality  of  Mr.  Morton  stamped  it  with  more  of  its 
cliaracter  than  any  of  its  earlier  ownei-s,  and  that  his  name 
will  ever  be  aaijooiuted  with  the  "Old  Taylor  Place."  For 
three-quarters  of  a  centuiyitwas  occupied  in  succession 
by  Coolidge,  Hedge,  and  others,  and  finidly  by  the  Taylors, 
by  whose  name  it  will  be  known  in  histoiy. 

THE  NBWELL  HOUSE. 
CTUi  dnfeeh  ii  wfttta  by  WlUlHB  B.  tkMk.) 

Soon  after  the  advent  of  Joseph  Newell  and  Eb^nezer 
Niles  to  Commercial  Point,  soon  after  1800,  they  set  al^out 
erecting  two  large,  square,  palatial  houses, — so  consideied. 
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probably,  in  their  tliiy.  They  had  connected  themselves 
as  partners  in  business,  built  vessels,  and  were  actively 
engaged,  somewhat  extensively  for  the  period,  in  commer- 
cial matters;  but  the  panic  resulting  from  the  War  of 
1812  settled  down  upon  them,  and  put  a  close  to  their 
business  speculations  and  prosj^cts.  The  houses  referred 
to,  now  standing,  were  built  intenially  and  extenially  of 
unifonu  size  and  upi>earance ;  but  to  obtain  a  satisfactory 
site  for  the  residence  of  Mr.  Newell,  it  was  found  neces- 
B&ry  to  remove  one  of  the  most  ancient  buildings  of  the 
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time  in  that  vicinity,  and  by  far  the  oldest  of  my  boy- 
hood reooUeetions  of  ancii'iit  houses  on  Commercial  Point, 
—  namely,  the  old  "Preston  House,"  built,  not  unlikely, 
b}'  Diiiiifl  Preston,  tlic  <lf:icoii,  who  wa.s  l)om  in  England 
in  1621,  made  freem.m  in  ItitJo,  and  died  in  Dorchester 
Novemljer  10,  1707.  This  house  was  removed  from  what 
was  then  the  corner  of  Commercial  and  Neponset  Streets 
to  the  opposite  or  northerly  comer  of  those  streets,  and 
a  brick  basement  added.    This  house,  seventy-five  years 
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ago,  according  to  my  distinct  remembrance,  had  a  ven- 
erated iippearauce.  Mauy  pleasant,  iiappy  hours  were 
spent  under  its  antiquated  roof.  Jonatiian  Capen  and 
fiunily  wexe  the  oocaponte.  The  aeoond  story  projected 
somewhat  from  the  lower  one  on  the  Nepoiuet  Street  aide. 
It  was  cunently  reported  and  believed  at  the  time,  that 
the  liouse  was  built  thus  protruding  to  enable  the  in- 
mates to  look  out  from  the  chamber  above  and  detect 
the  slyly  lurking  savages  who  might  perchance  be  stand- 
ing there ;  but  it  is  liardly  necessary  now  to  make  the 
observation  that  the  honse  was  built,  like  other  ancient 
houses  in  this  country  and  in  England  at  the  period,  in 
the  style  of  the  seTonteentli  century.  This  stmotuxe  was 
some  time  since  destroyed;  bat  its  genersl  form  and  ap- 
peaianoe  has  been  diatinetly  photographed  on  my  memory. 

Among  the  haiituit  of  the  Newell  House,  as  we  term 
it,  of  a  comparatively  later  date,  may  be  mentioned,  Calvin 
Bailey,  Mrs.  Edward  Rlake,  Mrs.  John  Phillips,  mother  of 
the  late  Wendell  Philli]>s.  ("harles  O.  Whitmore, — father 
of  the  present  City  Registrar  of  Boston,  William  H. 
Whitmore,  —  Thomas  Kettell,  postmaster  there,  Thomas 
C,  Wales,  and  others.  Captain  William  M.  Rogers,  an 
Englishman,  a  retired  B«H»ptain,  was  the  owner  and 
occupant,  until  his  death,  of  the  companion  honse. 

In  connection  with  this  house  it  may  be  wdl  to  say  that 
Commercial  Point,  formerly  a  promontory,  on  the  highest 
part  of  which  a  fort  was  erected  in  1812,  has  been  known 
by  its  present  name  for  more  than  tliroe  quarters  of  a 
century.  It  was  formerly  called  "  Preston's  Point,"  or 
"Tinian,"  corrupted  into  "Tenean."*  Newell  and  Niles, 
before  mentioned,  were  actively  engaged,  as  we  have  been 

'  In  confirmation  of  tlic  true  spoiling  of  the  name,  see  "  Chronolofrical 
•od  Topographical  Account  of  Dorchester,"  in  "CoUectiona  of  the  Ma»- 
•ftebOMtti  fliitorlciil  fiodety,"  flnt  teriet,  toI.  ix.,  page  163,  written  bj  the 
Her.  ThaddeuB  Mason  Harris,  D.D.  "  The  Und,"  he  writei,  "  h«ra  fimM  S 
pramontorj  c^kd  'Prwttm't  Point,'  tad  MMnetinn '  Tiniao.' " 
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infofmed,  in  tiie  Eart  Bidia  trade,  and  probably  adopted 
ihe  name  **Timan"  from  Uie  island  in  that  i^on  where 
spioee,  gams,  and  other  Oriental  prodncta  were  obtained 
for  tzanaportation  in  their  vessels  to  these  shores.  A 
copperplate  view  of  this  island  may  be  fouiul,  with  an 
interesting;  description,  in  "  Tlie  World  Displuyed,"  1779, 
print<id  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  volume  vii.,  papen  142  176. 
A  procHSH  cut,  takeu  from  the  old  view,  is  given  with 
thiii  tikcich. 

THE  CODJIAN  HOUSE.^ 

The  old  Codman  mansion  home  *  has  not  such  a  title  to 
antn^uity  as  maybe  claimed  by  many  other  buildings  of  the 
town,  for  it  is  only  alH)ut  one  hundred  yeai-s  since  it  was 
constructed.  The  original  owner,  Mr.  Seth  Thayer,  sold 
it  to  Rev.  Dr.  Codman  when  the  latter  waa  called  to  the 
paatorate  of  the  Second  Ghmch  in  1808.  At  that  time  it 
waa  nmply  a  squaxe  building;  and  it  presented  somewhat 
the  appearance  of  a  fortification,  as  it  was  mounted  on  the 
top  of  a  series  of  terraces  that  made  it  difficult  of  api^xbch. 
The  young  minister  being  then  a  bachelor,  the  house  was 
large  enough  for  ]um;  but  as  he  was  married  soon  after, 
and  his  family  began  to  increase,  corresponding  additions 
were  made,  and  ells  were  succeeded  by  ells,  until,  looking 
at  it  from  the  south,  it  lias  the  unclerical  appearance  of  a 
rope-walk  or  a  ten-pin  alley. 

It  is  due  to  the  unbounded  hospitality  of  Dr.  Codman 
to  say  that  these  enlargementa  were  made  rather  U»  the 
benefit  of  his  brethren  than  for  that  of  his  children.  In 
those  days  that  antedated  railroads,  it  wns  the  custom  of 
country  ministere  from  the  interior,  who  came  to  Boston, 
especially  on  "annivei-sary  week,''  to  "put  up"  here. 
Not  only  did  they  put  themselves  u[)  in  the  liouse,  but 
they  put  their  horses  up  in  the  liarn ;  so  that  the  whole 

1  Tb»  Author  is  indtbted  to  CapUin  John  Codnuui  for  tbU  cketeb. 
*  8m  illinlMtioD  on  page  17& 
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establishment  had  the  air  of  an  easteni  caravansary. 
They  were  alvviiyji  made  welcome,  although  not  irnfre- 
quently  they  abused  their  privileges.  Unfortunately  the 
doctor  had  the  reputation  of  bung  a  rich  man;  and  he 
was  80  for  the  times,  although  his  property  nevw  ex- 
ceeded a  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  brethren  were 
accustomed  to  calculate  the  income  on  this  enormous  sum, 
adding  to  it  his  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  wliich,  by 
the  bye,  he  ronld  never  collect  in  full,  Im^i^jiusc  his  parish- 
ioners supposed  lie  did  not  need  it;  and  then  they  went  in 
for  a  division,  as  far  as  they  could  get  it,  on  the  early 
Christian  method. 

The  children  of  tiie  family  have  a  realizing  memory  of 
being  sent  to  the  attic  and  closets  to  make  room  for  tiieir 
ufarethren  in  ^e  Lord,**  and«  aa  the  anmversaries  came  in 
cherry  time,  of  the  big  blackbirds  that  roosted  in  their 
favorite  trees.  Before  the  total  abstinence  era  the  clergy 
made  large  demands  for  liquors  and  tobacco.  They  did 
not  care  iiuk  h  for  wine  and  cigars;  but  their  tastes  ran  to 
rum  and  pijies,  of  which  an  abundant  supply  was  always 
kept  ou  liand.  Tlie  residt  of  this  constant  ministerial 
debauch  was  anytliiug  but  agreeable  to  the  pastors  wife. 
That  exodlent  woman,  who  was  indeed  a  mother  in 
Israel,*'  was  made  to  he  the  slave  of  Israel  likewise. 
When  the  swarm  had  passed  over,  there  was  a  grand 
deaning  up ;  carpets  were  taken  up  and  shaken ;  the  fire- 
place "jams'*  were  scrubbed  with  brick-dust  solution  to 
efface  the  tnlmeen  <;tains  :  and  the  ecclesiastical  hotel  waft 
put  in  order  for  transient  visitoi-s. 

Probably  in  no  private  dwelling  of  tlie  land  have  there 
ever  been  t>u  many  doctrinal  discussions  in  this  old 
mansion  house*  Ckmrniencing  with  the  great  apUt  he> 
tween  Orthodoxy  and  Unitarianism,  down  through  the 
eras  of  **Hopkin8ianisni,*'  Taylorism,*'  and  numerous 
smaller  schisms,  the  clericals  had  it  hot  and  heavy  over  the 
breakfast  and  dinner  tables;  and  the  disputes  were  not 
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ended  till  evening  prayers  sent  the  belligerents  to  bed. 
If  any  minister's  diOdion  in  the  conntxy  had  opportimiti^ 
for  doctrinal  study,  those  of  Dr.  Codman  oerteinly  had  it 
above  all  of  them.  They  ought  to  have  been  **well 
grounded  in  the  faith.'*  In  fact  most  of  them  were 
stranded;  and  when  they  got  off  the  rocks^  they  em- 
barked on  the  smoother  seas  of  Episcopalianism  and 
Unitarianism,  one  only  remaining  to  maintain  aliegianoe 
to  the  old  church. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  i'odnian,  his  eldest  son  occupied 
the  house  for  some  years.  It  Uieu  became  a  buarding 
aohool  for  young  ladies, — first  under  Miss  Dodge,  and 
then  under  Mrs.  Codiran.  At  hist  it  was  sold  to  Mr. 
John  M.  Forbes,  the  prasent  owner,  who  has  allowed  it  to 
fall  into  ruins.  It  is  perhaps  too  old  to  be  advantageously 
renovated,  and  it  would  gratify  the  descendants  and  friends 
of  Dr.  Codman  if  Mr.  Forbes  would  level  it  with  the  dost; 
lor  it  ia  now  only  a  sad  remiiuier  of  departed  days. 

THB  TDTTLB  HOUSB.^ 

The  Tuttle  estate,  situated  at  the  jnnction  of  Savin  Hill 
Avenue  and  the  Old  Colony  railroad,  came  into  the  pos- 
session  of  Joseph  Tuttle  in  1822.  At  this  time  there  was 
an  old  house  standing  on  the  property,  in  front  of  which 
wii-s  the  niagiiificent  elm,  still  standing,  and  admired  by  all 
who  see  it.  The  stor}'  goes  t  hat  more  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty  ye^irs  ago  a  little  girl  named  Lois  Wisvvall  waa  driving 
home  the  cows,  which  had  been  out  to  pasture  on  the  hill, 
and  on  the  way  she  pulled  up  a  small  switch  by  the  roots 
to  use  in  keeping  the  refiaetoiy  animals  in  the  narrow 
road.  Thatevening  she  planted  the  switch  in  front  of  the 
house  ;  and  from  so  small  a  beginning  grew  this  great  tree. 

Mr.  Tuttle  added  two  wings  to  the  old  house,  and  some 
years  later  tore  down  the  ancient  structure,  cons^cting 

1  8m  fllntntlon  en  page  68. 
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that  portion  of  the  building  so  as  to  correspond  with  the 
otiier  parts.  This  was  the  present  "  Tuttle  House,"  wliich 
was  the  oldest  of  the  country  and  seaside  hotels  built  iu 
the  vicinity  of  Boston,  and  iriudi  wss  patronked  lor  half 
a  oentnry  by  the  wealthiest  and  most  fashionable  of  Boston 
fawflies. 

As  will  he  seen  in  the  perusal  of  the  preoeding  pages, 
few  towns  can  lx)a8t  a  larger  number  of  houses  to  which 
history  and  romance  have  contributed  so  generously. 
Time,  however,  has  had  its  effect  upon  them,  and,  with  the 
ravages  of  tire  and  the  elements,  has  blotted  out  nearly  all 
of  these  yenerable  landmarks.  Those  who  recognized  in 
fhem  the  sturdy  emUems  of  their  f oraf atheiB*  fiddly  and 
wwth  oan  never  be  wludly  leooneiled  to  their  loss,  — 

**For  time  bath  not  rebuilt  them,  but  uprear'd 
Barbarie  dwdlings  on  iheir  abstter'd  lito. 

Which  makes  more  tnotirnod  and  more  endeared 
The  few  last  rays  of  their  far  scatter'd  light, 
And  the  crushed  relica  of  their  vaniBh'd  mtghL" 


LOCK  OK  OIXIMO-UALL  DOOB,  TATIiOB  HOUSB. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

MODERN  TDlEa  188M8M. 

IRST  among  the  opening  events  of  the 
period  which  may  be  called  modern  in 
the  history  of  the  town,  was  tlie  War  of 
the  Reliellioiu  Am  in.  tsnxj  emit  of 
tional  importaiioe,  Dorchester  appcedated 
tiie  sitoatioii  in  which  the  coiintiy  found 
itself,  and  put  forth  every  exertion  to  take  a  notable  part 
in  the  momentous  struggle.  When  war  was  proclaimed 
against  Great  Britain,  almost  a  century  before,  Dorchester 
sent  to  the  front  one-third  of  her  men  who  were  over  six- 
teen years  of  age ;  to  tlu'  War  of  the  Rebellion,  with  a 
population  of  ten  thousand,  she  enrolled  thirteen  hundred 
and  forty-two  soldiers,  which  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  in  excess  of  all  calls. 

Kearly  every  MasaachusettB  regiment  contained  men 
who  clabned  Dorchester  as  their  home ;  bat  one  company 
was  organized  within  the  town  limits  in  which  the  in- 
habitants took  special  interest.  Dr.  Benjamin  Gushing 
has  in  Ids  possession  an  autocrraph  list  of  the  memlxrs  of 
this  Company  K,  Elevonth  KoLrimont  Massachust'tts  Vol- 
unteci-s.  giving  tlic  age  of  each  man  and  his  occupation  at 
the  time  of  his  enlistment.    The  list  is  as  follows:  — 

Capt.  Benjamin  Slortf,  .Ir.,  43  yrs.  .    .    .  Miisic-cngraver 

lit  Lieut.  Wm.  V.  Monroe,  31    ....  Miner  (?) 

8d  Lieut.  Gcorrrc  W.  Lucas,  25  ...    .  Cabinet-maker 

4th  T.ieut.  Natli'l  Clark,  22   Baker 

2(1  Licnt.  John  T.  Swett,  27    .     .    ,    ,    .  Accountant 

Orderly  Sergeant  John  Mann,  26    .   .   .  Hoaie>joioer 
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Alex.  Mucgrave,  31  yn. 
A.  ^I'allace  L«iD«a,  18 

Mar!!hall  Gordon,  28 
Aaron  Bradshaw,  28 
John  W.  Sterling,  22 
Jmiws  Barrvtl,  i<i  . 
Thomiis  F.  Bailey,  92 

Airm-'  Morse,  33    .  . 
Gi  ur^f  II.  Clark.  29  . 
Cbarlc's  Hubc  ,  1 
A.  E*  FhUlipt,  27  . 
Alfon  A.  Lathrop,  22 
Charli*  II.  Chase,  24 
Newell  D.  St«v«ii$,  20 
Horace  D.  Burr,  S9  . 
John  NeuB,  28     .  . 
Alonzo  L.  Burke,  25 
J.  Grcenltaf.  Mi   .  . 

A.  F.  Anderwn,  21  . 
Martin  W.  Stone,  9> 
William  T.  Barnes,  22 
Henry  N.  Blake.  22  . 
Edward  C.  Wrin,  19  . 
George  W.  Billings,  SO 
S.  H.  Weld,  Jr^  S»  . 
C.  S.  DtHl^e,  19   .  . 
L.  A.  Hilton,  25  .  . 
W.  F.  Coolidge,  S7  . 
R.F.  BowmtSl  .  . 
Thomas  8.  Homer,  23 
Horac  M  rat  kard,  18 
Isaac  I^carncd,  38  . 
Samuel  Thompson  (d; 
W.  E.  Blake,  18  .  . 
Henry  A.  Scavems,  19 
Cliarl.'s  S.  Haskt'Il,  21 

B.  H.  Morse,  18  .  . 
F.  L.  Eastman,  S8  . 
J.  B.  AndiTwn,  21 

S.  W.  Savill,  as   .  . 
M.  8.  Ilaynes,  45 
T.  J.  Nightingale,  2ft 
8.  R.  Ma^ronn,  21 
A.  F.  Sterlin?,  20  . 
H.  W.  Brij^bain,  21  . 
Robert  E  Lai)iii:inn,  80 
Fred  LodwiK,  19  .  . 
Henry  H.  Hosley,  21 
Alfred  Davies,  22  . 
John  C.  Davieii.  23  . 
An<in-%v  G.  HoffmaiiySO 
C  H.  Marsh,  27  . 
Frank  Ncus,  18  . 
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Carriage-maker 
Wood^gm?«r 

Ilousc-painteir 

Car|jciiter 

Burnisher 

Boot-maker 

Carpenter 

Burnisher 

Tin-plate  worker 

Forger 

Currier 

Nailer 

Railroad  coodndo 

Buroiidier 

Carriage-worker 

Brass- moulder 

Buteher 

Teamster 

Cabinet-maker 

Britannia-worker 

Caliinrt-makier 

Lawyer 

Carpenter 

Candle-maker 

Fanner 

Cabinet-maker 

Teamster 

Boot-trader 

Cabinei^naker 

Engineer 

Provision-dealer 

Oyster  man 

Cabinet-maker 

Foreer 

Naif-maker 

Carpenter 

House-joiner 

Machinist 

Carriage-maker 

Boot-iuaker 

Farmer 

Carpenter 

Carpenter 

Fartiii-r 

Br  i  t  .4 1  i  u  1  a- worker 

Cahinet-maker 

Rranfl-finiflhtir 

Miller 

Grocer 

Machinist 

Burnisher 

Carpenter 

Basket-maker 
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Chas.  B.  Chandler,  23  yn   Silver-cliaser 

Edward  F.  Gleasoa,  84   Chaser 

TbouMt  H.  Neol*  M   Boofe-aaaker 

L.  S.  Blacknaa,  SI   Muon 

James  r..  n(K)per,  46    .......  Carpenter 

Samuel  Clapp,  id  .    .   Natl-iuaker 

George  S.  Smith,  18   Sailor 

James  E.  Harris,  30   .  Barniaher 

Edward  Kelly,  21   Machinist 

G,  W.  Rowlock,  22   Tinman 

William  H.  Wry^  24   Carpenter 

Christopher  Kurchor,  S7   BritaaafaMrailnr 

Henry  Snow,  37   Carpenter 

Altert  H-  Glover,  26   Druggist 

William  II.  Tileston,  SS     ......  Pianuforte-maker 

Gilmaa  F.  Hill,  26   Teamster 

Geok  H.  Laphan,  20   Blackmiith 

Jainaa  B.  Cjiaadler,  8S   Silvenmith 

Company  K  was  notable  because  of  the  character  of 
those  who  enlisted  in  it.  They  weie  neither  meroenaries 
nor  holiday  soldiers,  but  fespectaUie  yoting  men  who  left 
their  daily  buainefla  from  patriotic  motives*  Every  man 
in  the  company  had  a  calling  in  life,  some  twenty-six 
trades  being  ri'Diescnted  on  its  list.  Tlie  company  was 
organized  under  the  btate  law,  the  men  choosing  their 
own  officers.  They  had  a  surgical  inspection  by  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Cushing,  and  were  drilled  in  Lyceum  Hall,  Meetr 
ingwHonse  Hill,  May  27, 1861.  The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall, 
Jr.,  made  a  prayer;  and  the  company,  eeoorted  hy  a  huge 
number  of  their  townsmen,  marched  to  Long  Wharf  to 
take  the  boat  for  Fort  Waxren.  After  spending  a  few 
weeks  at  the  fort  they  went  into  camp  at  Cambridge; 
thence  they  wont  to  the  scat  ol  war,  to  take  part  in  the 
battle  of  Bull  Hun.  Tlie  company  went  through  the 
Peninsular  Campaign  uniU  r  Mt  Lellan,  and  consequently 
were  at  Yorktown,  Williaiusbuig,  Fairuaks,  Malvern  Hill, 
and  the  Seven  Days'  Fight  and  retreat  Thence  they  went 
to  Alexandria,  and  were  at  the  second  BatUe  of  Bull  Run, 
where  Captain  Stone  was  killed.  They  were  at  Fred- 
eridcBhuig  nndw  Bumside;  they  were  under  Hooker 
until  he  was  relieved  fay  Meade,  and  were  at  the  Battle 
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of  Gettysburg,  wliere  they  suffered  severely,  going  into 
the  iMtde  thiily  strong,  including  oiHcers,  and  losmg  nine- 
teen, killed  and  wounded.  They  went  thioagh  the 
WUdeniflfls  under  Giant,  and  wrae  diachaiged  on  the 
expirati(m  of  their  thzee  jeais'  service,  June  18,  1864; 
and  they  reached  Don^hester  a  week  later  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Captain  William  V.  Monroe. 

In  auticii)ation  of  tlie  return,  a  meeting  was  held  in 
the  vestry  of  the  First  Church,  and  prepaiutions  were 
made  for  a  reception.  A  large  number  of  the  townsmen, 
with  a  band  of  music,  went  to  meet  them,  and  escorted 
tJiMu  to  Meetang^Houae  Ifill,  whete  Kr.  Hall  offered  a 
prayer  of  thanks  for  their  sale  letam*  The  Rev.  James 
H.  Means  made  an  address  of  welooine,  after  which  they 
took  le&edimentB  in  Lyceum  Hall.  The  sdiool  ehildxen 
were  out  by  tiie  roadside  as  the  company  and  escort  came 
to  the  hill. 

Duj'ing  the  three  ^'cars'  service  the  comj)any  had  seen 
changes.  Some  had  gone  into  other  regiments,  some  were 
wounded,  some  discharged,  some  killed,  and  some  were 
sick.  Thus  out  of  those  who  set  out  from  Dorchester 
three  years  before,  only  twelve  retomed.  A  genfleman, 
who  went  to  Gettysburg,  in  speaking  of  his  visit  said: 
You  see  tibe  line  of  march  of  tibe  Eleventh  hy  the  line 
of  grave-boards." 

The  following  data,  in  regard  to  those  who  represented 
the  town  and  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  liberty, 
is  taken  from  thp  ])uhlished  proceedings  at  the  dedication 
exercises  of  the  Soldiers'  Monument:  — 

OAUBU  OF  VBAXa. 


Killed  in  battle   M 

Died  oC  diseue   M 

IKedol  wonnda   20 

Inhuman  treatmttDt  in  nbd  prisons   11 

Accidental   2 

Unknown   9 

91 
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.S  A  I  iuNALJ  TY. 

Born  io  Dorchester   39 

"   elsewhere*  io  MaMtebinetta   20 

**   ia  Ireland   8 

«   "ProTincei   7 

«    "  Maine   8 

**    "  Germany   4 

"    "  England   1 

•<    "Scotland   S 

«   ''Prassla   1 

**    "  Illinois   9 

**    "  New  Hampflhire   2  ' 

Birthplace  nnfciiowii   8 
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Tbe  churches  of  Dorchester  did  noble  service  for  fhe 
relief  of  the  soldiers.  In  1861  the  Benevolent  Society  of 
the  Flist  Faiish  was  organised  espedally  for  this  object; 

and  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  good  work 
accomplished.  During  the  war  this  society  contributed 
provisions  and  supplies  to  the  amount  of  no  less  than 
titit'cn  (»r  t\\  t;nty  thonsaiid  dolliu-s.  Other  chui*ches,  while 
not  uccompliiihing  no  great  a  wuik,  were  equally  zealous 
in  theii*  endeavors. 

The  Sunday  afternoon  of  August  SI,  1862,  wss  one  long 
remembered  by  the  good  i)eople  of  Dorchester.  Neirs  had 
just  been  received  of  the  result  of  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run ;  and  all  the  clmrches  gave  up  their  afternoon 
services  to  the  work  of  making  Ijandages  and  packing 
provisions  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  The  First  Parish 
alone  sent  off  t\venty-<ine  cases  as  a  result  of  that  after- 
noon's work.  It  16  estimated  that  tlic  wliolc  amount  con- 
tributed by  societies  and  private  individuals,  during  the 
war,  for  the  relief  of  the  soldiers  and  sailoK,  was  more 
lhan  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Dorchester  Soldiers*  Monument  owes  its  existence 
to  the  exertions  of  the  Pickwick  Club^ — an  organixation 
whicli  floiirLshed  before  tbe  war,  and  still  exists.  It  was 
starti^^d  for  literary  and  debating  purposes,  its  first  meeting 
being  held  in  Lyceum  Hall,  MeeUug-House  Hill,  Decem- 
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ber  6, Most  of  its  memberu  had  previously  belonged 
to  the  original  "Dorchester  High  School  Lyceum,'*  — a 

school  society  devoted  to  the  same  jmrposes.  There  were 
some  dozen  or  more  original  nienibera,  and  John  A.  Fox 
was  the  firet  president.  The  numl>er  of  membei-s  was 
linuted  to  lifly,  <»f  whom  twenty-one  served  in  the  War 
of  the  kehellioii.  There  died  in  service  from  wounds  or 
dLsCUiie,  liiuiuius  B.  Fox,  Jr.,  Henry  W.  Wall,  William 
R.  Porter,  George  F.  Boynton,  Walter  Humphreys,  and 
J.  H.  Stiinpeon.  The  number  of  membero  now  living  is 
thirty-two. 

Its  last  regular  meeting  as  an  active  liteisiy  society 
(its  tenth  annivexsaiy  and  one  hundred  and  ninetyfiixth 
regular  meeting)  was  on  January  12,  186^  after  which 
meefangs  were  suspended  on  account  of  the  war  untQ  its 
first  anniyersary  dinner,  Januaiy  4, 1867.  Since  then  the 
club  has  existed  only  as  an  alumni  association,  having  its 
annual  dinner  on  the  second  Fiiday  in  January  of  each 
year,  usually  at  the  Barker  House.  During  its  active  ex- 
istence  the  club  held  regular  meetings,  with  occasional 
public  exercises  and  debates,  and,  at  longer  intervals,  pnl> 
lie  exhibitions  of  declamatious,  essays  and  poems,  dramatic 
selections  and  music. 

Richard  C.  Humphreys,  Esq.,  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Pickwick  Club;  and  a  letter  from  him,  in  reference 
to  the  organization,  shows  its  impoi^tant  inilueuee  on  the 
community.    Mr.  Humphreys  writes:  — 

"  T  remember  standing  with  William  J.  Rolfe,  then  princi- 
pal of  the  Dorchester  High  Seliool,  now  Professor  Rolfe  of 
C:iml)ridge,  and  John  A.  Fox,  in  the  vestry  of  First  Parish 
Church  at  a  meeting  of  the  First  Parish  Chriatiau  Union,  one 
Sunday  evening,  when,  I  thiok,  Mr.  Fez  suggested  that  we 
form  a  tttersty  society,  to  meet  week-day  evenings,  like  the 
Bonshester  High  School  Lyceum.  A  meeting  was  called  of 
about  a  dozen  young  men,  and  we  oiganized  the  Pickwick 
Qub.  The  <dub  was  a  great  success,  and  it  would  be  inipos- 
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pair. 


siblc  to  estimate  the  good  that  it  accomplished.  Its  influence 
was  very  helpful  morally  aod  intellectually,  and  its  members 
have  held  high  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility ;  and  some 
trace  thehr  snooeM  in  life  largely  to  the  influeooe  of  fhat  clnb.** 

iSoon  after  the  war  a  committee  of  the  Pickwick  Club 
was  appointed  "  to  solicit  subBcriptions,  to  select  a  design 
fur  a  soldiers'  iiiuuuinent  ou  Meeting-Huiibti  Hiii,  aiid  to 
take  the  general  chaige  of  its  eroction."  This  committee 
consisted  of  Francis  P.  Denny,  fthairman,  J.  H.  Pierce» 
Charles  B.  Fox,  Wm.  F.  Jones,  Richaid  G.  Hnmphieys, 
James  E.  Swan,  and  T.  M.  Johnston. 

The  committee  were  successful  in  th^  efforts  to  raise 
funtls  for  the  erection  of  the  monument,  and  hy  the  fall 
of  1867  the  yhaft  had  reached  completion.  Its  location 
was  well  chosen,  i^eing  directly  in  front  of  the  old  inect- 
ing-hoUi>o  vvliich  had  guaided  the  religious  safety  of  the 
town  so  many  years,  in  whose  defence  the  men  whose 
names  the  monmnent  beais  laid  down  flieir  lives.  The 
tablets  on  whic^  the  names  are  inscribed  will  ever  bear 
silent  tribute  to  tiieir  memory.  These  names  are  as 
follows 


OM  TBI  BAST  TABUT. 


H.  W.  HaU. 
T.  E.  Fox,  Jr. 
W.  R.  Farter. 

F.  E.  Barnanl. 


H.  D,  Ban-. 
OtitSunmr. 

E.  B.  THcBtoa. 

George  Tlolnics. 


B.  F.  Bartlett. 
Ja«.  Camplidl. 

•  a.  noytnon* 

R.  Wesselhocft. 

G.  W.  McEIroy. 
W.  V.  Pope. 

E.  F.  Adams. 

H.  A.  EvaiM. 


G.  F.  Boynton. 
J.  H.  Stimpson. 
A.  W.  CUpp. 


Walter  Humphreys. 


R.  '1'.  Holmes. 
J.  H.  lirailfhaw. 


G.  II.  (:iark. 
W.  E.  Blake. 


OX  THE  HORTH  TABLKT. 


O.  J.  Dodge. 
H.  C.  Faster. 
FalHck  Collins 
J.  McGoverin. 
A.  C.  Stone. 


Benjamin  Stone^  Jr. 
E.  C.  Foster. 
C.  A.  Browne. 


J.  E.  Robie. 
Isaac  Williams. 
David  Browa. 
Jdm  Mwter. 
G.  E.  TofaniB. 
Charles  Pool. 
G.  R.  Baxter. 
S»  H.  Cox. 


Cunnison  Deans. 
C.  W.  lUcbardson. 

E.  Q.  Richards. 
B.  T.  McGokin. 

F.  H.  Stunner. 
M.  W.  Stone. 
J.  £.  Bird. 
AkuuuMlir  Mnignne. 
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ON  TliK  SUUTII  TA.BLXT. 


M.  H.  Warren. 
J.  T.  Black. 

Rufus  Choate. 


I.  A.  Howe. 


James  DriscoU. 
fi.  L.  Fn-nch. 
J.  K.  Harris. 
Juba  Doody. 


J.  W.  Templemaa. 


M.  M.  Shepard. 
S.  S.  Chadwick. 
John  B.  Phe]y)!;. 


C.  H.  Manh. 


Dallas  Soiithwordi. 

H.  A.  VnV.rr. 

W.  W.  Iviciiurds. 
6.  C.  Millet. 
AuguBtns  DeutUng* 
J.  0.  HiU. 
S.  W.  Tonag. ' 


G.  £.  Lambert. 
S.  B.  Harris. 
G.  H.  French. 
Hnwy  Miwraw. 


ON   rUE  WK8T  TABLET. 


W.  6.  Hewina. 
B.  R.  Pioroe. 

Frank  Carr. 


Jas.  Teflan. 
J.  H.  Blackman. 
Harrison  Glover. 
Lemuel  Tileston. 
S  \  l  \  esier  Wheder. 
M.  O.  Connor. 
J.  C.  Clapp. 
T.  S.  Dennett. 
Jeremiah  Uendley. 


C.  E.  Tolman. 
G.  O.  Baxter. 
William  Quigic 


A.  J.  Mclntire. 
Andrew  Wilaon. 
W.  B.  Gaakins. 
C.  P.  Dftle. 


Andrew  Fais. 


Fraderiek  Veil. 


C.  E.  Hart. 
Fritz  Goeth. 
J.  W.  Sterling. 
Gto,  B.  Young. 


Tlie  (kHlication  of  the  monument  occttired  on  Sei)tember 
17,  1867.  The  Rev.  C.  A.  Humphreys,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  d/eliverad  the  nrsition,  and  William  T.  Adams 
wrote  an  original  ode,  which  was  sung  by  the  cliildren 
of  the  public  schools.  The  address,  transferring  the 
monument  to  the  town  authorities,  was  delivered  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Francis  jP.  Denny.  From  his 
speech  the  following  is  taken :  — 

We  have  assembled  on  Meeting-HoUM  Hill  at  another 
meetinfi  for  the  soldiers.  What  memories  are  awakprt<>d  as  we 
gather  here  to-day  !  It  was  lu  i  e  yon  came  to  urge  your  young 
men  to  enlist  in  the  army  of  the  Union,  at  those  earnest  meet- 
ings where  the  word  of  patriotism  was  answered  by  the  pledge 
of  life  for  the  ooontryt  and  whoee  enliatment  papers  eootained 
many  a  name  inacribed  upon  the  roll  of  honor  here.  At  the 
tune  of  defeat,  In  the  hour  of  darknees,  yoo  stood  here  close 
together  to  strengthen  your  own  faith,  and  to  send  the  word 
of  encouragement  to  your  soldiers  in  the  field.  In  the  hour  of 
dread  suspense,  on  that  never-to-be-forgotten  Stniday,  in  yon- 
der ehureb,  there  was  a  meeting  for  the  wounded  and  the  dying 
soldiers,  where  not  a  word  was  spoken,  but  the  tender  love  of 
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women  taught  the  leaaou  of  the  day.  Here,  week  after  week, 
year  in  and  year  out,  in  sunshine  and  in  storm,  have  the 
mottierB  and  Bisteni,  the  wty«8  and  danghtets  of  onr  aoldiera, 
brought  their  offeringa  and  prepared  (hose  oomforta  that  can 
only  come  from  home.  IIow  often  have  these  rocks  resounded 
with  the  measurecl  tread  of  the  procession  bcarinir  t!ip  precious 
dust  of  the  hero  from  receiving  its  last  sad  honorn  to  the  final 
restiug  place !  Aud  when  victory  came,  as  come  it  must,  it 
waa  here  you  welcomed  home  your  war>wom  Teteraos. 

"  There  are  otiier  aaeociatione  ahoot  tUa  apot  that  are  pleas- 
ant to  reflect  upon.  The  monnmeut  stands  on  the  groond 
covered  from  1743  to  1817,  a  period  of  seventy-four  years,  by 
the  tinrd  meeting-honse  erected  in  the  town,  and  the  only  one 
of  its  day  and  generation.  So  thai  this  is  aUeady  consecrated 
groond  sacred  aa  the  place  where  our  fatiieni  assembled  for 
the  wofahip  of  Qod. 

But  if  T  understand  aright  its  chief  use,  the  meaning  of 
the  structure,  it  is  tlie  lesson  of  patriotism  it  teaches  for  all 
time :  that  when  the  iiour  of  national  trouble  comes  again,  of 
dangw  to  the  union  of  these  States ;  when  the  constitntion,  of 
which  this  day  h  the  annhrersaxy  of  its  racelTing  the  a^natore 
of  those  honored  men  who  framed  it*  is  misinterpreted  or 
trampled  ui)on,  that,  in  that  day,  which  may  God  avert,  as  the 
people  gather  together  for  counsel  of  themselves  and  of  the 
former  time,  and  as  they  ask,  '  How  was  it  with  our  fathers?' 
turning  to  this  memorial  tablet  that  they  may  learn  that  in  the 
great  Civil  War  men  gare  their  lives  a  wining  sacrifice  for  the 
life  of  their  beloved  conntry.  And  who  shall  eay  that  in  onr 
own  time,  that  to-day  we  do  not  nee<l  its  lessons?  Are  we  so 
faithfully  carrying  out  those  grand  principles  of  justice  and 
humanity  they  died  to  maintain,  tiiat  we  need  no  reminding  of 
our  duty ;  or  shall  we  rather  this  day,  assembled  to  ofifer  a 
tribute  to  patriotism,  feeling  the  presence  of  a  threatening 
olond  in  onr  political  hodzon,  renew  onr  pledges  and  strengthen 
our  vows  to  stand  till  deatii  for  the  Republic?  " 

James  H.  Upbam,  the  cbaimum  of  the  selectmen,  ao> 
cepted  iho  monument  in  behalf  of  the  town.  He  aiud :  -~ 
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"Hie  town  of  Dorchester  accepta  the  trust.  Be  aasured, 
sir,  she,  the  mother  of  firee  public  Bchools,  whose  patriotiBm 
snd  liberality  have  been  so  tried  In  the  early  wars  with  the 
Indians,  with  the  Frpncli  in  the  colonial  days,  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  in  the  ShayH'H  Rebellion,  in  the  last  war  with 
Kngland,  and  in  the  dreadful  war  so  lately  gloriously  closed, 
and  who  has  been  found  always  true  and  trustworthy,  will 
saoredly  preserve  the  beaatafnl  tribute  of  her  citiseos  to  the 
memory  of  sons  who,  in  obedience  to  eaity  instmctions,  and 
inherited  purpose  in  morality,  patriotism,  and  humanity,  have 
laid  down  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  town,  held  in  April,  1865,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  consist- 
ing of  Edmimd  J.  Baker, 
Edmnnd  P.  TilMton,  and 
Nathaniel  W.  TUeston,  to 
procure  a  seal,  with  a  siiit- 
able  device,  as  a  Corporate 
Seal  of  the  town  of  Dor- 
chester. As  a  lesult  of 
their  endeavors,  which 
wviv  :ii(h'(l  l)y  the  Anti- 
quarian and  Historical 
Society,  the  committee  offered  the  seal  lierewith  given, 
with  the  following  interesting  explanation :  — 

"  Your  Committee  have  sonfrht  to  emblazon  upon  the  Town 
Seal  such  a  doviee  as  would  symbolize  the  acts  which  ronderod 
the  early  settlers  of  this  town  a  peculiar  people,  and  objects  of 
gratitude  and  veneration  by  tlieir  descendants  for  all  time  to 
oome.  The  early  settlers  of  Dorohester  organized  themselves 
as  a  chmwh  at  the  New  Hospital  in  Plymouth,  England,  in 
March  of  1680,  prior  to  their  embarkation  for  this  country, 
which  act  was  pre-eminently  the  corner-stone  of  the  foundation 
of  this  town,  althou<jh  they  did  not  arrive  here  until  early  in 
June  of  that  year.  Tliin  fact  is  expressed  upon  the  shield  by 
the  rude  thatch-roofed  church  which  appears,  without  a  chimney^ 
in  the  dexter  base  of  the  escutcheon. 
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The  free  school,  the  system  of  which  has  been  exerting  a 
bent-fieiiil  influence  over  the  whole  country,  was  eatablishe'^  in 
this  town  in  16y"J,  nnd  m  said  to  be  the  very  first  free  school  in 
the  world.  The  luuudation  of  this  institutiou  is  recognized  on 
the  shitild  by  the  humble^  thatched-roof  building  in  the  lower 
pirtof  fbd  shield,  a  little  in  tlie  reir  of  the  dumb. 

With  the  liberty,  and  by  gmnt  of  land  and  timber  by  tlie 
town  in  1688,  lerael  Stonghton  wae  induced  to  bnild  a  oom  mill 
npon  Neponset  River,  which  was  the  first  water-mill  in  the 
colony,  if  not  in  the  country.  This  fact  is  symbolically  noted 
by  the  ni<le  mill,  with  its  hirjie  wheel,  which  is  seen  npon  the 
left  bank  of  Nopouset  River,  the  course  of  wliich  river,  from 
its  source  to  its  moutli,  lay  tiirough  the  ancient  territory  of 
DoxdMetM'. 

**  In  the  baekgroand  wHl  be  racognixed  the  Blue  Hilla  wUeh 
eerred  as  a  landmark  to  pilot  the  eaily  aettiers  to  the  month  of 
Charles  River,  and  from  behind  which  the  rising  san  is  "Rifling 
upon  a  colony  who  left  their  homes  in  the  mother  country,  not 
as  adventurers  in  search  of  gold,  as  exiles,  or  for  conquest,  but 
the  more  precious  l>oon  of  religious  liberty.  The  triple-towered 
castle  surmouutiug  the  shield,  is  adopted  in  respectful  memory 
of  Dorchester  in  Old  England,  of  whose  seal  this  is  the  prin- 
dpal  charge  (in  oommemoration  of  that  borough  having  been 
formerly  a  Roman  fortress),  and  tnm  which  |dace  the  infant 
colony  derived  much  of  its  strength,  botb  physically  and 
spiritually. 

"The  motto  upon  the  ribbon,  ^  Pieiate,  Liten's,  Indiufn'a,* 
si'jrnifies  that  piety,  lo:irtiiu<j,  and  industry  wore  the  prominent 
virtiu  s  which  the  early  hi  itlers  coveted,  and  which  their  descen- 
dants uuauimously  accord  to  them." 

It  has  already  been  seen  that  Boston  had  become  en- 
riched by  appropriating,  in  1804,  that  part  of  Dorchester's 
territory  Ijang  upon  her  northern  border,  which  consti- 
tated  her  entire  water  frontage  iijion  the  inner  harbor, 
including  Dorchester  Heights,  —  a  portion  of  the  town 
whidi  was  especially  dear  to  the  inhabitants  on  account  of 
the  histoiical  aasocistionB  which  haye  erer  been  connected 
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with  the  spot.  Again,  fifty  years  later,  Washington  Vil- 
lage waa  swallowed  up  by  the  eity.  Now,  however,  in 
1867,  w©  liiid  a  moveuieut  on  foot  which  finally  resulted 
in  the  annexation  (»f  the  whole  town.  A  writer  on  the 
subject  of  annexation,  at  the  time  when  it  was  agitated, 
gives  us  an  excellent  idea  of  the  high  position  which 
Dorchester  held  when  eompftred  iritii  her  tister  towns* 
He  aays:  — 

"It  does  not  seem  strange  that  Dorchester  Bhould  hnve 
enjoyed  the  precedence  which  the  other  towns  of  MasHuchuseits 
Bay  80  readily  accorded  her,  iu  all  civil  aesembiieB,  and  at 
military  musters,  attributed  by  the  early  historians  to  her 
priority  of  organisation;  nor  Is  it  dlflteiiit  to  oonceWe  that  if 
there  had  been  a  few  feet  more  depth  of  water  along  the  ten 
miles  of  shore  which  formed  her  sea  boundary,  we  should 
not  now  be  discussing  the  question  of  annexing  Dorchester  to 
Boston,  but  rather  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  peninsula  of 
Boston  to  the  metropoUtan  city  of  Dorchester.  But  if  Dor- 
cheater  has  not  enjoyed  the  honor  of  inscribing  *  Civitas '  upon 
her  shield,  she  has  been  a  liberal  benefactress  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  may  also  rightfully  claim  to  have  been  a  mother 
of  towns." 

In  regaiil  to  the  question  of  annexing  Dorchester  to 
Boston,  or  Boston  to  Dorchester,  it  has  been  suggested 
thatt  in  spite  of  the  generally  accepted  theory,  many  of 
the  old  inhabitaiitB  prefer  to  believe  that  it  was  Dorchester 
which  received  ^e  additional  temtory  of  the  town  of 
Boston! 

The  possibility  of  being  annexed  to  Boston  did  not 
dawn  suddenly  upon  the  good  people  of  Dorchester. 
They  had  long  seen  that  the  city  was  outgrowing  its 
limits,  and  must  soon  reach  out  in  some  direction  or  other 
to  meet  the  ever-increa.sing  demands.  These  had  been 
partially  met  by  the  artificial  construction  on  the  Back 
Buy,  and  later  by  the  annexation  of  Roxbury.  Witli  the 
latter  event,  Dorchester  people  saw  that  it  was  the  ques- 
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tion  of  only  a  few  yean,  at  mo8t»  when  the  sobjeot  nuist 
be  propoeed  to  them.  As  a  matter  of  faet)  it  aoon  heoame 
appaient  that  the  aimex»tioii  of  Roxlnuy  made  it  almoet 
impeniiTe  tiutt  a  part  of  Dorchester  be  surrendered,  in 
order  to  perfect  a  syBtem  of  drainage  for  the  newly  ao> 
quired  suburb. 

It  -vvas  uatural  that,  as  soon  as  the  question  ^vas  agitated, 
the  towii  should  divide  itself  into  two  .sirong  parties 
opposed  to  each  other.  The  ''friends  of  aimexation,**  or 
"annexationiste,"  as  they  were  called  by  the  opposition 
party,  organized  their  forces  and  elected  a  Committee  on 
Aniiexation,'*  conaiftting  of  John  G.  Nazro^  D.  B.  Sted> 
man,  Wm.  Pope*  Charles  Hunt,  Saml  Afherton,  John  J. 
May,  W.  P.  Leavitt,  A.  T.  Steams,  N.  W.  Comn,  H.  L. 
Pierce,  Asaph  ChurchUI,  Cjrrus  Brewer,  John  Preston, 
John  B.  Taft,  A.  C.  Clark,  and  George  Woodman.  The 
annexationists  also  prepared  the  following  petition:  — 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  ami  House  of  RepretetOaliMi  of  fft«  CoM- 
mmmaiih  of  Mvmackm^tu  m  QmenA  Comi  omemiM: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  tlie  town  of  Dorchester, 

believing  that  the  common  interest  will  be  promoted  thereby, 
respectfully  petition  your  honorable  body  to  pnss  an  act  for 
auuexing  to  the  city  of  Boston  all  of  said  town  of  Dorchester, 
or  sudk  part  tibeveof  as  may  seem  proper  and  expedient 

HASSHAtL  P.  WlLUSR. 

Sami  ei-  Downer. 

£.  P.  TiLKSTOM. 

WiLttAw  Pon. 

Franklin  Kino. 
DoBCBMTKB,  Sept.  20,  1867.  WiLLiAX  £.  Ck>priN. 

On  December  10,  1868,  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
passed  the  following  rssolution:^ 

WUnoM,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Cooncil,  it  has  beoome 
necesaaiy,  in  order  to  oomplete  the  systems  of  drainage  and 

harbor  improvements  which  have  been  devised  for  the  benefit 
of  Boston  by  the  variona  commisaioners  who  have  had  and  now 
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have  these  subjects  in  chaige,  to  assume  a  portion  or  a  whole 
of  the  town  bt  Dorchester  to  the  citj  of  Boston. 

"  Oi  fhred^  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  rpqnested  to  appoint 
a  coiiiniisaion  of  three  discreet  and  intelligent  personR,  who 
eball  careiolly  examiue  the  subject,  in  all  its  flnancml,  iuduB- 
trial,  and  aanitary  relationst  cause  such  surveyti  to  l:>e  made 
by  the  dty  eorveyor,  or  under  hte  direet&Mit  u  tiiey  may  oo&p 
aider  neoeaaaxy,  and  report  tbe  reaolt  of  their  doinga,  with  soeh 
anggeations  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  the  Ci^  Conncil,  aa 
aoon  aa  may  be." 

The  ^^annezatioiuata"  made  further  efforts  to  show  the 
advantages  of  being  joined  to  Boaton  by  puUiahing  a 
pamphlet,  written  by  N.  W.  Coffin,  entitled  "^A  Few 
Reasona  in  Favor  of  the  Annexation  of  a  Part  of  the 
Town  of  Dorcheater  to  tiie  Gily  of  fioeton.**  This  waa 
freely  ciroulated  throughout  the  town;  and  quotationa 
from  it  are  given  below  which  ahow  why  the  aigneia  of 
the  petition  desired  annexation:  — 

We  have  been  asked,  what  advantagea  are  to  be  gained  by 
annexation  to  the  city  of  Boaton?  To  thia  we  answer,  in  the 

first  place,  that  most  of  our  citizens  are  now  practically  iden- 
tified with  every  interest  of  the  city.  The  occupation  by  which 
they  live  and  accumulate  Trealtb  are  ceutred  there,  and  tliey 
have  as  large  a  stake  in  whatever  concerns  her  prosperity  as 
any  of  those  who  happen  to  possess  a  fixed  residence  within 
her  limits.  We  have  not  gone  into  tlie  examination,  bot  we 
believe  it  wiU  be  f oond  to  be  true  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
tax  raised  in  Doreiieatar  is  assessed  npon  property  wl^eh  haa 
been  accumulated  in  the  city  of  Boston*  It  would  be  difficult 
to  estimate  the  amount  of  proj>erty  tipon  uhich  residents  of 
Dorchester  are  taxed  in  the  city;  but  it  catiuot  fall  nuich  wbort, 
if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  amount  in  the  town.  Our  relation  to 
Boston,  therefore,  is  one  of  vital  in^portance,  making  it  desir- 
able iliat  we  shoQld  have  a  voice  and  a  vote  upon  eveiy  meas- 
oie  that  is  likely  to  affect  her  welfare.  There  ia  an  inereasing 
tsadency  among  the  business  population  of  the  dty  to  seek 
residences  in  the  snburban  towns,  caused  by  the  rapid  oonver- 
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sion  of  dwelling-honseSf  in  wtwt  were  ooneidered  fhe  motk 

desirable  parts  of  the  city,  into  stores ;  and  this  fltfring  away  of 
valuable  citizens  from  duties  which  they  once  esteemed  it  a 
pleasure  to  discharjre  is  a  cause  of  serious  concern,  not  only 
to  those  who  are  left  behind,  but  to  every  intelligent  citizen 
of  the  State,  let  him  reside  where  he  may,  who  appreciates  the 
importuioe  of  good  goverament  in  «  city  dettfned  to  wield  ao 
powerful  an  inflaenoe  oyv  its  afEain  as  tiie  dty  of  Boston. 

«« An  inftisiaB  of  fnsh  hlood,  by  Um  infiiodiietioa  of  a  new, 
healthy,  and  vigorons  population  of  the  native  race,  such  as 
our  subiirl)an  towns  are  able  to  fiu^nish,  has  been  long  felt  to 
be  necessary.  The  annexation  of  Roxbury  is  an  important 
step  in  this  direction,  ami  is  of  so  mucii  viiluu  to  the  citizens  of 
Dorchester,  as  well  as  those  of  Boston,  as  to  lead  us  to  wish 
that  we  may  also  be  united  to  the  great  mass  of  intelligent 
men  who  will  now  Iwve  diaige  of  llie  administration  of  lier 
albuxs.  In  this  we  may  obtidn  the  sorest  fdedges  tct  her 
safety,  and  for  the  secnrily  of  all  her  public  institutions,  reli^- 
looSf  educational,  and  financial,  so  essential  in  their  different 
spheres  to  our  peace  and  happiness  ami  tlio  outward  pr<^ress 
of  civilization.  And  then,  in  respect  to  i)ul)lio  improvements, 
if  Dorchester  is  to  remain  a  town  for  the  next  ten  years,  dis- 
connected from  Boston,  appropriations  from  the  general  gov- 
ernment wHI  be  neoessaiy  for  the  protection  of  our  navigable 
waters.  Will  not  these  impioTemmitB  be  much  more  readily 
aoeessible,  if  embraoed  in  the  oompxehenslve  plans  of  the  d!tj 
of  Boston?  ' 

*'  Looking  to  the  full  success  of  the  systematized  harbor  im- 
provenjents  which  luivo  lieen  already  commended,  —  the  filling 
u|»  of  the  Soutli  Boston  Hats ;  the  extensions  of  railroad  tracics 
along  the  water  front,  and  over  this  capacious  area,  furnishing 
the  ntodi-needed  dqweitcny  tor  lieavy  freights ;  the  oonsolida* 
ticni  of  the  Western  and  Worcester  railroads;  the  oon^letion 
of  the  Hartford  and  Erie  and  the  Hoosao  Tunnel  roads,  by 
which  the  transportation  of  heavy  frdghts  in  large  aggr^tes 
can  alone  become  possible ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  tlio  great 
amount  of  shipping  which  will  be  rer|uired  to  carry  those 
freights  over  sea,  —  we  must  believe  that  the  territory  which  we 


u,^Lo  Google 


MOraBBK  TDIBS. 


486 


now  propose  to  annex  to  Boston  will  not  half  saflice  for  tbe 
rarplw  population  of  the  ci^.  If  this  statement  is  not  an  over 
saogimM  one,  no  dday  should  ocenr  in  the  eonsmnmatiom  of 
this  measure. 

It  is  now  practicable  to  widen  streets ;  to  open  new  ones; 
to  lay  out  a  grand  avenue,  and  build  •\  fziand  hotel;  to  set 
apart  sutticieut  territory  for  a  central  park,  while  land  is  cheap, 
so  that  Boston  may  not  be  behind  her  sister  cities  upon  the 
Adantio  coast  in  the  means  of  rebucation  and  ventilatkm  for 
her  orevflowtt^  population. 

AVe  have  spoken  of  our  close  identification  with  the  city 
of  Boston.  It  is  so  intim-jtp  find  mutually  benelif^in!,  as 
scarcely  to  admit  the  idea  uf  a  line  of  si-paration.  We  ispend 
our  days  toiling  in  her  btreet^,  and  our  uights  within  sound  of 
her  beUs.  The  Um  that  divides  as  is  bat  little  man  than  an 
imaginary  one,  and  yet  if  we  shoald  need  the  aid  of  the  police 
force  of  the  city  in  any  em^f^ncy,  we  could  not  obtain  it, 
except  by  a  good  deal  t)f  vexatious  circumloctition.  If  we 
wish  to  place  our  children  in  the  hipher  grades  of  the  public 
schools,  we  are  as  much  barred  as  if  we  were  citizens  of  a 
foreign  ooontry.  If  we  woald  like  to  mslce  ose  of  the  pnblio 
Ubffsry,  the  privilege  is  denied  us;  and  there  are  many  other 
benefits  which  we  have  helped  to  make,  and  which  we  are  oon- 
Btantly  engaged  in  helping  to  preserve,  from  which  we  are 

excluded. 

Annexation  will  give  us  a  larger  and  more  etiicieut  police, 
which  we  very  much  need.  It  will  give  us  a  better  arrange- 
ment of  highways,  projected  on  a  scale  comporting  with  the 
present  and  prospective  wants  of  a  great  city.  It  will  open  to 
us  all  the  valuable  educational  institntions  of  the  city.  It  will 
benefit  those  who  pay  largo  taxes,  in  their  more  consistent 
assessment  and  e(]ual  equalization.  It  will  bring  our  navigable 
waters  to  a  more  ready  recognition  by  the  general  government. 
It  will  enhance  the  value  of  our  land,  and  lead  to  its  general 
improvement*  It  will  furnish  an  active  stimulant  to  labor  of 
all  kinds,  and  lead  to  the  establishment  of  mills,  foundries, 
and  industries  of  various  xorts.  We  have  an  abundance  of 
cheap  land,  wiiicb  will  be  sought  after  by  householders  of 
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moderate  means.  And  by  annexation  we  shall  avoid  a  great 
evil,  —  the  possibility  of  a  city  organization  of  our  own,  to  be 
delivered  from  which  every  good  citizen  should  constantly 
pray. 

"It  is  not  difficult  to  find  objections  to  every  new  under- 
taking, and  there  are,  doubtless,  some  objections  to  this  meas> 
ure.  From  the  standpoint  which  we  occupy  to-day,  and  not 
looking  before  us,  it  may  seem  as  though  we  were  sufficiently 
well  oft  as  we  are ;  but  this  is  looking  at  very  short  sight,  and 
we  are  bound  in  conscience  and  in  justice  to  those  who  shall 
come  after  us,  not  to  be  content  with  a  narrow  view.  It  is  the 
future  only  that,  as  a  collective  botly,  we  i)08se88 ;  the  past  is 
lost  to  us.  It  is  our  duty  so  to  shape  our  action  to-day  as  to 
make  that  future  an  improvement  upon  the  past.  It  may  seem 
hard  to  the  descendants  of  the  first  settlers,  lai^e  numbers  of 
whom  still  continue  their  residence  amongst  us,  to  '  be  obliged ' 
to  surrender  the  name  of  I>orche8ter,  about  which  so  many 
treasured  recollections  cluster;  to  mei^e  the  recorded  hij^tory 
of  the  generations  that  have  lived  and  died  upon  her  soil,  in 
that  of  a  neighboring  people,  distinct  and  separate  from  her; 
but  the  seeming  hardship  may  be  obviated  by  the  retention  of 
the  name  by  the  new  town  to  be  erected  at  Hyde  Park ;  and 
the  people  of  that  village  certainly  could  not  find  a  better  or 
more  honorable  one,  or  one  more  worthy  of  transmission  to 
posterity. 

"  But  this  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
history  and  traditions  of  the  town ;  or  of  the  sacred  places  in 
which  the  fathers  lie  buried ;  or  of  the  relics  and  memorials, 
illustrating  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  town,  which  their 
descendants,  with  so  much  patient  industry,  have  gathered 
together.  The  territory  would  always  be  known  as  the  precinct 
of  Dorchester,  and  contitme  to  be  remembered  as  the  seat  of 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  distinguished  settlements  of  our 
Puritan  ancestors.  So  with  the  ancient  religious  societies. 
Nothing  would  be  lost  of  their  existing  records,  or  of  the 
respect  in  which  they  are  now  held ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  much 
gained  by  the  wider  spheres  of  usefulness  which  would  be 
opened  to  them." 
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The  opposition  to  the  anuexation  was  not  orgimized;  but 
the  Norfolk  County  CommiKsioners  were  much  against  the 
movement.  A  long  ur^ument  was  (kdivered  by  B.  W. 
Ilaiiiis,  Esq.,  before  the  Committee  ou  Towui*  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legishiture,  taking  the  j)oints  of  advantage 
urged  by  the  **  annexAtiotustB,"  and  denying  their  exist- 
ence. In  May,  1869,  the  Legislatoie  took  np  tiie  question. 
Ab  we  have  already  seen,  the  City  GouncQ  favored  annex- 
ation, and  the  Mayor  also  approved.  Eighteen  gentlemen 
represented  the  town,  and  they  presented  a  i>etition  signed 
by  eight  hundred  and  sixty  "  legal  voters  of  the  town  of 
Dorchester."  After  listening  to  the  arguments  of  Iwth 
8i<les.  a  majority  of  the  committee  reported  in  favor  of 
n  i  iexaiion;  the  minority  still  urging  tliat  the  movement 
would  be  *'of  no  commercial  advantage  to  Boston,  and  of 
no  benefit  to  Dorcheiiter.  Her  town  affairs  appear  to 
well  managed;  her  roads  are  iu  good  condition;  her 
schools  are  among  the  best  in  the  Commonwealth;  and 
we  fail  to  see  that  there  is  anything  in  her  local  afibivs 
which  cannot  be  as  wdl  provided  for  by  the  town  as  fay 
Boston,  and  with  ae  great  economy.'* 

The  Legislature  voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority, on  the  condition  that  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of 
Boston  and  Dorchester  should  express  themselves  in  favor 
of  it.  A  special  xntr  wius  taken  in  lM)th  places  on  June 
22,  1869;  and  Dorchester  cast  \^'2H  votes  in  favor  o£  an- 
nexation, to  726  opp<:wied,  —  a  majority  of  202.  The 
annexation  was  therefore  conhrmed,  taking  place  on  the 
fint  Monday  in  January  (the  4lli),  1870. 

On  December  28, 1889,  occuiied  the  last  town  meeting 
of  Good  Old  Donshester,  when  the  last  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  the  selectmen,  and  vot^s  of  tiianks  were 
extended  to  all  the  officers.    Thus  Dorchester,  which  was 

the  first  of  the  New  England  settlementf?  to  estahlish  the 
ancient  institution  of  the  town  meeting,  transferred  it  to 
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other  towns  us  sliu  took  up  her  new  existence  as  a  part  of 
t)ie,  city  of  Boston.  It  is  the  proud  Ixnust  of  Dorchester, 
tli  it,  at  the  time  of  the  aimexation,  it  had  not  a  single 
pauper  within  ite  alnoBhoiise,  and  thexe  wu  no  licensed 
liquor  saloon  within  its  limits. 

Had  the  lean  of  thoae  whooppoeed  annexation  been 
realized,  the  histoiy  of  Good  Old  Dorchester  would  ptop* 
erly  have  ended  hete.  Dorchester's  iudividualify  was  not 
destroyed  when  she  exchanged  her  independence  to  be- 
come the  "ward"  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  name 
"Dorchester"  is  to-day  its  familiar  as  if  the  town  still 
existed  under  separate  govenmient ;  and  the  mention  of 
the  name  recalls  the  ancient  historical  associations  as 
vividly  as  ever.  The  anticipations  of  the  most  sanguine 
annexationist^;  Ixiive  \yeen  more  than  realized  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  Boston's  oldest  and  most  famous 
suburb. 

The  valnes  of  real  estate  incteased  rapidly  from  1670 
to  1875,  which  was  due  to  the  real  estate  **boom**  which 
followed  tiie  annexation,  inflating  the  prices  of  land 
to  a  fictitious  value.  This  was  followed  Vy  tlie  inevi- 
tahle  decrease  in  valu^  which  came  from  lb76  to  1879, 
and  left  real  estate  in  a  disturbed  condition,  which  re- 
quired sever.il  yeai-s  to  restore  its  e(iuilibrium.  Since  this 
time  the  im-rease  in  valuatimis  in  Dorchester  has  l)een 
st<;udy,  and  h.is  l)een  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  the 
district  in  wealth  and  population. 

During  the  decade  from  1870  to  1880,  wiHi  the  excep- 
tion of  their  unfortunate  condition  of  real  estate  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  little  of  more  than  pass* 
ing  interest  occurred  within  Dorchester's  limits.  Streets 
were  opened  here  and  there;  estates  were  divided  to 
give  increased  o])])ortuMities  for  building?;  and  houses 
sprang  up,  as  if  by  nuigic,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
rapidly  increasing  nnniher  of  inhabitants.  Dorchester, 
which  had  been  gradually  filling  up  with  strangers  who 
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were  attracted  by  the  muneroiis  adTantngeB  offered  by  the 
town,  during  these  years  added  more  names  to  its  already 

long  list  of  residents  who  could  claim  it  only  as  the  home 
of  their  adoption.  The  old  inhabitants  perceived  inoie 
and  more  that  the  territory  of  their  :inrpstoi-H  was  being 
taken  ii])  by  strangers;  anci  ihe  s[)ota,  so  long  gazed  upon 
with  sacred  associations,  were  pajised  by  without  arousing  a 
single  memory  by  these  near  neighbora.  It  is  not  strange 
that  some  of  the  descendants  of  the  early  fathei-s  should 
have  felt  it  in  their  hearts  that,  selfish  and  shortsighted 
though  it  might  be,  they  would  gtiU  have  preferred  to 
have  the  town  remain  as  she  was,  rather  than  increase 
by  adding  stnmgeza,  as  a  result  of  ooming  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  a  great  city. 

During  the  last  twenty  years,  the  town  has  suffered  the 

loss,  by  death,  of  several  prominent  citizens  whase  lives 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  they  lived.  The  good  work  which 
they  accomplished  during  their  lifetime  fortunately  did 
not  end  with  their  lives;  for  the  example  of  their  worth 
and  integrity  will  always  kucp  alive  their  memory. 

Ebenezer  Eaton  died  August  20,  1874.  He  was  born 
June  8,  1787.  at  Meeting-House  Hill,  in  Uon^hester,  on 
the  site  of  wliat  is  now  called  Eaton  Square,  and  his  father 
kept  a  grocery  and  general  store,  and  entertained  parties 
in  a  haU  in  the  house,  which  was  a  femiliar  landmark.  He 
was  at  one  time  a  captain  in  the  militia,  and  retained  the 
title  of  Captain  *'  until  his  death.  After  his  marriage  to 
Mis.  Mary  Witiiington,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Moseley, 
they  lived  in  the  house  aboye  mentioned. 

In  politics  Captain  Eaton  was  a  democrat,  and  held  the 
position  of  inspector  in  the  Custom  House  many  yean. 
After  liis  removal  by  a  change  in  administration,  he  Ix  came 
an  auctioneer  and  appraiser,  and  held  the  ofiice  of  select* 
man.   He  also  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature. 
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Althoujjh  Dorchester  was  always  a  strong  Republican 
town,  he  never  was  defeated  at  the  polls.  Fur  nian/ 
years,  together  with  £.  U.  R.  Ruggles  and  Lewis  F. 
Pierce,  Captain  Eaton  waa  a  member  of  the  **old  boaid** 
of  selectmen,  which  managed  their  part  of  the  town  affkin 
with  prudence  and  diacietion.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
truflteea  of  the  Dorchester  Savings  Bank. 

Notwithstanding  that  Captain  Eaton  was  a  blnnt»  plain* 
ontipoken  man,  he  was  one  of  remarkably  good  judgment 
and  unquestioned  integrity.  He  was  a  man  of  strong' 
prejudices,  but  had  a  wami  heart,  and  was  alwap  ready 
to  help  the  poor  and  unfortunate.  He  had  no  children, 
but  took  a  fatherly  interest  in  his  nej)hews.  He  is  buried 
in  the  Old  Buiy  lng-Ground  at  U[iham's  Corner,  where  rest 
the  remains  of  so  many  of  hi.s  early  friends  and  associates. 

The  following  anecdote  of  Captain  Eaton  illustnite.s  his 
peculiarities.  After  being  elected  to  the  Legislature  on 
the  citizens'  ticket  by  a  large  vote,  one  of  the  ileacons  in  a 
certuin  church  in  Dorchester  came  to  him  and  said,  "Now, 
Captain  Eaton,  I  voted  for  you,  and  respect  you  as  a  man 
and  a  neighbor,  and  as  you  are  to  represent  the  town  in  the 
Legislature,  I  want  to  ssk  you  one  favor;  that  is,  that  you 

stop  swearing."   **  D  it,*'  v>b  the  reply,  **  my  awearing 

is  like  your  pzaying, — neither  of  us  means  anything  by  it.** 

Early  in  Fefaruazy,  1877,  Flavel  Moseley,  an  old  Boston 
merchant,  passed  away.  Although  in  business  in  the  city, 
Mr.  Moseley  was  closely  identified  with  everything  con- 
nected with  Dorchester,  and  was  a  member  of  nearly  eveiy 
committee  which  had  in  charge  the  celebration  of  events 
of  local  importance.  A  friend  says  of  him,  Declining  all 
political  hoiioi-8,  Mr.  Moseley  wjis  a  man  tinn  in  his  faith 
in  our  form  of  government  and  its  progress.  Always  fonil 
of  the  society  of  the  young,  his  sympathy  and  his  aid  wei-e 
never  sought  in  vain  as  long  as  liis  strength  held  out  to 
make  them  of  service."  Mr.  Moseley  was  seventy-nine 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  deatli. 
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John  Phillips  Spoouer,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  who  died  in  Dor- 
chester May  4,  1878,  was  Iku  u  February  28,  1797.  He  was  * 
a  son  of  Dr.  William  Spoouer,  and,  through  his  mother,  he 
wa«  descended  from  Rev.  George  Phillip^i,  the  first  miTiisier 
at  \\'at«rtowM  ;  and,  through  his  grandmother,  from  John 
WinLluop.  lie  woij  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 
1817,  and  received  the  degrees  of  A.  M.  and  M.  D.  thi-ee 
jean  later.  For  about  ten  years  Dr.  Spooner  practised  in 
Boston ;  but  at  tJie  end  of  thia  period  be  removed  to  Dor- 
chester, where  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  for  eigh- 
teen yeaiB  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  and  -was  a 
leading  member  of  the  Third  Religious  Society.  A  friend 
says  of  him:  — 

Dr.  Spooner  was  an  enthnsiast  in  his  profession  to  the  last 
of  his  life,  —  progressive  In  spirit,  and  always  ready  to  welcome 
troth  from  whatever  sooree.  He  was  one  of  the  best  read 
physieiaDS  in  Dorchester.  He  was  a  public-spirited  man,  giving 
his  services  freely  and  conscienticuBly  in  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion. His  memoiy  is  held  in  great  respect  both  in  and  oat  of 
the  professioD." 

Samuel  S.  Pierce,  the  senior  member  of  the  well-known 
finn  of  S.  S.  Pierce  &  Co^  died  in  1880.  He  belonged  to 
a  family  which  has  ever  been  induded  among  the  oldest 
Dorchester  names.  He  was  one  of  Boston's  f oiemost  me> 
diants,  bedding  an  enviable  position  for  his  integrity  and 
industry.  It  was  due  to  his  ovepapplication  to  business 
that  his  health  became  broken,  requiring  him  to  give  up 
active  work  several  years  before  his  death. 

A  year  later  the  town  lost  another  valuable  citizen  in  the 
death  of  Samuel  Downer,  the  senior  mcmher  of  the  firm  of 
the  Downer  Oil  Company,  and  the  proi)rietor  of  Downer's 
Landing.  Mr.  Downer  was  a  Free  Snilcr  ;  and  one  of  the 
most  notable  reunions  which  ever  took  j)laee  at  Downer's 
Landing  was  that  of  the  Free-Soilei-s  of  1848,  held  August 
9,  1877.    Here  came  Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Hon. 
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£.  Rockwood  Hoar,  Hon.  Geoige  F.  Hoar,  Hod.  Amos 
Tack,  and  others ;  and  tiie  Rev.  James  Freeman  C1aiko» 
and  John  6.  Whittier  wrote  poems  for  the  occariOD*  Mr. 
Downer  continued  the  lalxus  in  the  interest  of  horti- 
culture which  his  father  began,  and  the  two  accomplished 
much  in  beautifying  the  town,  —  the  most  notable  work, 
perhaps,  bein^  the  iin]>iovem»'nt  of  the  Old  Burning- 
Ground  by  Mr.  Downer,  br.  Mr.  Downer,  Jr.,  was  "a 
man  of  pmctical  piety,  of  sterling  sense,  of  fine  business 
ability,  and  a  benefactor  to  the  community/' 

Let  us  turn  for  a  moment  tm  glance  at  the  industries  of 
the  town,  which  liave  done  much  tu  make  it  possible  for 
Dorchester  to  assume  its  present  position.  It  will  be  re- 
membered tliat  the  early  settlers  intended  to  make  the  town 
a  port  for  trade ;  but  the  channel  pxOTed  poor,  and  the  land- 
ing was  difficolt,  so  that  many  of  the  trading  men  moved 
to  Boston  and  Gharlestown.  Had  it  not  been  for  tfais  fact, 
the  industries  of  Dorchester  would  require  more  space  than 
this  volume  would  allow ;  bn^  while  limited  in  number, 
they  include  a  few  firms  whose  names  have  become  famous. 

Until  within  the  last  century  firiiing  was  a  prominent 
industry  of  the  tOMm.  For  some  years  before  16*52 
John  Holland  lived  at  Captain's  Point,  the  j>resent  Com- 
mercial Point.  Here  he  engn<r'  'i  in  cod-iisliing,  htting  out 
vessels  which  hiou<,'ht  him  a  eoinfortable  income.  When 
he  died,  his  widow  sold  the  property,  in  ItitiU,  to  Dajuel 
l*reston.  As  early  lus  ItJ'U  Israel  Stongliton  jjetitioned  the 
General  Court  for  the  right  to  build  a  weir  below  his  mill. 
This  was  granted  on  condition  that  lie  would  sell  the  alc- 
wives  at  five  shillings  i>er  thousand,  and  as  much  less  as 
he  could  afford.*'  The  exceedingly  low  price  shows  that 
alewives,  at  least,  were  plenty  in  these  early  days . 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  last  cmtury  baas,  shad,  and 
alewives  were  taken  in  large  quantities.  At  high  water  a 
net  used  to  be  stretched  across  Gulliver's  and  Sagamore 
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Creeks,  uid,  as  the  tide  went  out,  bass  were  taken  in 
dip-nets  in  aufficient  numbers  often  to  fill  a  boat  The 
diary  of  Colond  Samuel  Pierce  contains  many  entries 
which  show  that  fish  were  very  plentiful.  Under  the  date 
of  1772,  May  2,  he  writes:  "Caught  61  shad;  May  4, 
caught  70  shad ;  May  8,  caught  660  shad ;  May  11,  caught 
a  very  larj^e  haul  of  shad,  16  barrels ;  May  21,  caught  21 
bass  and  10  .shad  ;  June  2,  set  our  sein  at  Pope's  Point,  and 
caught  'M)  bass ;  June  25,  we  made  the  largest  haul  of  iish, 
catched  OOUO  sliad,  mainhaden,  and  bass."  Early  in  this 
century  alcwives  were  smoked  not  only  for  private  nse, 
but  also  to  }ye  sent  to  market.  Tom-cod  were  dipped  up  in 
nets  at  the  head  of  tide-water,  during  December,  in  such 
ntunbeis  that  they  were  used  for  manure,  selling  for  five  or 
six  cents  a  bushel.  Nowt  however,  sbad,  bsss,  and  alewiTSS 
have  entirely  disappeared  from  otir  waters,  and  tom-ood  is 
no  longer  scdd  for  fertilising  purposes.  An  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  made  by  Governor  Hutchinson,  while  he  lived 
on  Milton  Hill,  to  propagate  oysten  in  the  river.  A  slooi>- 
load  was  bnmght  bom  Virginia,  and  planted  in  the  river, 
but  the  experiment  did  not  fulfil  expectations. 

Controvezsy  between  Dorchester  and  the  towns  of 
Stoug^ton  and  Sharon  on  the  question  of  fish,  began  as 
early  as  1746.  During  this  year  the  (icneral  Court  was 
petitioned  to  order  fish-gates  to  \xi  maile  in  the  dams,  so 
that  the  fish  could  pass  up  tlie  river.  The  people  of  Milton 
objected  seriousl}^  to  this,  as  it  was  a  great  inconvenience 
to  be  obliged  to  stop  their  mills.  The  granting  of  the 
petition  would  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  grind  corn 
for  about  six  weeks  every  year.  The  strong  opposition 
was  successful  until  1791,  when  an  act  was  passed  by  the 
General  Court,  as  a  result  of  another  petition,  com])ellLng 
Samuel  Leeds  and  Hugh  McLean  to  construct  fishways  in 
their  dams,  eight  feet  wide  and  within  eighteen  inches  of 
the  mudsill.  These  were  kept  open  from  April  20  tiU 
June  1.  This  law  was  carried  out ;  but  die  towns  above 
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the  dams  failed  to  realize  tho  advantages  they  anticipated. 
The  waste  of  >^-ater.  however,  was  such  that  the  mills  were 
seriously  crij>i)led  in  their  work,  so  that  the  ovmeiH  temaa- 
stnttod  against  the  enforcement  of  the  act. 

In  \1W  a  new  dam  was  built  at  Uie  Lower  Falls,  ami 
the  lishways  were  eli»etl.  Fmm  this  time  until  1805  there 
were  exciting  times  l>etween  the  mill-owuers  and  delega- 
tions from  C  anton,  Sharon,  and  other  towns  above  the 
dams.  These  deputations  attempted  to  open  places  in  the 
dams,  while  the  mill-ownezs  and  their  workmen  turned  ont 
in  full  foioe  to  defend  their  pn>|H  i  ly.  In  1805  the  ques- 
tion was  faronght  before  the  Legislatare»  and  Nicholas 
Tillinghast  of  Taunton,  Eliphalet  Lord  of  Weymouth,  and 
Elijah  Turner  of  Scituate  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  matter,  making  such  alterations  in  the  dams 
as  they  thought  advisable.  The  expenses  of  these  altersr 
tions  were  to  be  assessed  partly  on  the  owners  of  the  dams 
and  partly  on  the  towns.  After  the  alterations  thought 
necessary  by  the  committee  in  the  new  dam  were  com- 
pleted, Edmund  Baker,  a  half-owner,  refused  to  pay  the 
sum  assessed,  and  the  towns  of  Stoughton  and  Sharon 
brought  a  suit  against  him  to  compel  payment.  The  court 
decided  in  Mr.  liakcr's  favor,  however,  and  the  costs  which 
tlie  two  towns  had  to  pay  were  so  far  in  excess  of  all  pos- 
sible prolit  from  the  llshways,  that  discretion  wiis  consid- 
ered the  better  part  of  valor,  and  their  jealous  eyes  were 
turned  in  other  directions. 

In  1850  bluefish  made  their  appearance  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Neponset  River,  and  were  taken  in  laige  numbers ; 
and  other  fish  were  abundant  in  the  river.  It  is  with  a 
sense  of  satis&otion  that  the  author  learns  that  the  Nepon- 
set River  was  once  plentifolly  stocked  with  fish ;  for  time 
has  not  yet  completely  obliterated  the  memory  of  one 
whole  day  when,  as  a  hoy,  he  tnunped  up  and  down  the 
banks  of  the  river,  offering  the  most  tempting  inducements 
to  the  unaccommodating  fish,  who  rerased  to  reward  his 
labors  by  even  so  much  as  a  nibble. 
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The  taaUsry  of  the  house  of  Walter  Baker  &  Co,  is  an 
interestmg  one.   Chocolate  was  manufactured  in  the  town 

aa  early  as  1765,  when  John  Hannan,  an  Irishman,  waa  put 
In  charge  of  a  mill  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  powder-mill 
by  Messrs.  Boies,  Wentworth,  and  Storer.  This  is  said  to 
have  been  the  tirst  mill  of  its  kind  in  the  British  Provinces 
of  North  America.  The  chocolate  industry  passed  through 
various  hands  until,  in  1780,  James  Baker  employed  Edward 
Preston  to  manufacture  the  article  for  him,  aful  by  his 
business  energy  soon  gained  the  advantage  over  his  com- 
petitors. The  business  increased  willi  astonishing  rajudily, 
and  it  was  soon  apparent  lluit  Mr.  Preston  could  not  make 
the  chocolate  fast  enough  to  meet  Mr.  Baker's  demands. 
In  1789,  llierefore,  atzangementB  were  made  witli  Sumner 
and  Connor  to  erect  a  mill  at  their  dam.  Mr.  Baker  pnt 
Natlianiel  Blake  in  chaige  of  it;  and  this  proved  satia&o- 
Uny  except  that  the  mUl  was  too  far  away  from  Mr.  Baker^a 
residence.  In  1791  he  fitted  up  part  <rf  Dayid  Vo8e*s  paper- 
mill  with  facilities  for  his  business,  and  moved  there  with 
his  son  Edmund  Baker  as  partner.  This  partnership  lasted 
until  1804,  when  Mr.  Baker  retired,  leaving  the  businesa 
entirely  in  his  son's  hand». 

Edmund  Baker  increased  the  business,  hiring  the  mill  in 
which  Hannan  first  l)egan  the  manufacture.  Two  yeai^ 
later,  he  built  a  new  mill,  and  in  1813  erected  a  granite 
buildinjr.  Tn  1818  Mr.  Baker  took  his  son  Walter  into 
partnershij),  and  six  years  later  followed  hm  fatlier's  exam- 
ple, retiring  in  liis  son's  favor.  Colonel  Walter  Baker  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  town,  being  closely 
associated  with  every  event  of  local  importance.  Upon  his 
death,  in  1852,  the  property  came  into  the  control  of  Sidney 
B.  WUliams,  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Baker.  Mr.  WiUiama 
died  two  years  later,  and  Henty  L.  Pierce,  who  had  been  a 
clerk  both  to  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Williams,  succeeded  in 
the  management  of  ihe  business.  Mr.  Pierce  has  shown 
himself  to  be  a  public-spirited  man,  who  has  done  much  to 
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benefit  tlu*  town.  The  -  Henrv  L.  Pierce  Sebool "  owes  it» 
elegant  bailding  Ur::^lj  to  his  beneficence.  Under  hie 
able  management  the  boiBie  at  Waiter  Baker  <Ss  Co.  hft» 

now  «xilne<l  a  worlJ-wMe  luame,  and  -Dorchester"  has 
become  a  liiehold  wi  .ni  in  connection  ^th  the  manu- 
facture of  cI.-K  «hji«;.  The  m<>ie:st  building  wiuch  sutliced 
for  the  neetiii  of  ti^e  basiness  in  the  Lkit  ceritiin,-.  i?*  now 
replaced  by  a  plant  coven:ig  more  than  iony  acres  «>f 
ground,  on  buth  sides  of  the  Neponset  River,  on  uhirh 
some  iwe;-.;y  buiMir.'ir?.  i.n-:la<ling  the  great  factories,  with 
warehou^^  shops,  :5tables.  etc-  have  been  erected. 

PipeMdaking  was  added  to  the  indnstriea  of  the  town 
•IxKit  172d.  Milk  for  TanoBs  purpoeoB  itdL  beflfi  elected 
OD  the  banks  of  the  Xeponset  RiTer  eTer  aiiice  bnel 
Stooghtoo  bed  built  the  fiist  mill  in  America  in  1633;  bat 
owing  to  losses  fay  fire,  and  other  rcMoni,  few  of  tbem 
proved  profitable.  The  Stunner  funflj  were  early  assoei- 
ated  with  the  mills;  but  when  William  Smnner  died,  in 
1836,  the  fim  eomposed  of  Edmund  Tileston  and  Amor 
HolUng»worth  came  into  possession  of  his  property.  The 
firm  had  already  come  into  possession  of  both  the  McLean 
and  Boies  Mills.    These  hiid  an  iritere>tin2r  history. 

In  1828  Tileston  &  Hollincr^w.^rth  j)Ursued  their  f)oIiey 
further,  and  purrhased  the  only  rt-niaininsf  mills  of  the  oM 
B^tifs  prof)ert\.  wlii.  li  he].->n<fed  to  Am.usa  Fuller  aii'l  -fen-- 
miah  Smith  resjn  ti\ »-! v.    Thus  tlie  mill  projjcrty 

which  was  foriiiLiiv  uwnevl  bv  Jonathan  Jackson  was  again 
united,  after  having  been  separated  for  seventy-eight  years. 

The  miUs  thus  early  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  paper 
by  TUesUm  d(  Hollingsworth  hare  been  used  for  the  same 
purpose  ever  since ;  and  the  firm  now  holds  an  enviable 
position  among  the  paperHnudcers  of  the  country* 

The  Putnam  Nail  Company  began  the  manufaetnie  of 
horBeshoe  nails  at  Neponset  some  thirty  yesis  ago,  and  by 
degrees  has  gained  a  reputation  for  its  products  which  ii 
second  to  none.   In  1860  thirty-three  tons  were  manu&o- 
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tured  dining  the  entite  year;  to^y  nearly  ten  tone  jb  the 
daily  production  of  the  works.    The  company  employs 

between  four  and  five  hundred  hands. 

Good  Old  Dorchester  has  long  been  famous  for  the  inter- 
est it  has  taken  in  horticultiu-e.  For  tlie  first  twenty  years 
of  the  existence  of  the  Mivssachusetts  Horticultural  Society 
Dorchester  and  Roxbury  furnished  all  its  presidents  and 
treasurers.  Tlic  Hi-st  .settlci-s  of  the  town  brought  "v^nth 
them  a  love  of  horticulture,  and  early  laid  out  gardens  and 
orcluu'ds.  Several  of  the  older  present  residentii  of  Dor- 
chester have  boasted  the  possession  of  pear-trees  which 
have  formed  a  direct  link  between  the  piii>t  and  to-day.  A 
glance  at  the  estates  of  the  present  century  which  have 
become  more  or  less  famous  brings  to  our  attention  those  ol 
the  Hon.  Matshall  P.  Wilder,^  the  Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason 
Harris,*  William,  Thaddeus,  Frederick,  and  Lemuel  Clapp, 
Ebeneser  T.  Andrews  (the  partner  of  Isaiah  Thomas), 
Samuel  Downer,  Cheever  Newhall,  Zebedee  Cook,  Elijah 
Yose,  WiUism  Oliyer,  John  Richanbon,  and  William  R. 
AustiUi  Many  of  the  choice  fruits  which  are  now  in 
cultivation  have  gone  forth  from  Dorchester,  many  of 
them  bearing  the  names  of  Dorchester  horticulturalists,  — 
namely,  the  Downer  cherry ;  the  Andrews,  Frederick 
Clapp,  Harris,  Clapp's  Favorite,  and  other  seedling  pears ; 
the  Dorchester  l)la('kl)erT}%  the  President  Wilder  straw- 
berry, and  the  Diana  grape,  which  was  rai.sed  just  over  tlie 
Dorchester  line,  in  Milton,  by  Mrs.  Diana  Crehore.  This 
grape  l)ecame  prominent  in  1843,  being  the  firet  seedling 
American  grape  at  the  exhibitions  of  the  Massaelnisctt.s 
Horticultural  Society  wliich  Avas  deemed  worthy  of  notice. 
The  Clapp's  Favorite  pear,  mentioned  above,  was  gi'eatly 
desired  by  the  Massachusetts  Agricultunl  Club^  who 
wished  to  name  it  after  the  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  and 
to  disseminate  it  for  general  cultivation.  They  offered 
Mr.  Clapp  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  control  of  it,  but 
the  offer  was  declined. 

1  See  page^OlL  ■  Ante,  pafe  811. 
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Dorchester's  greatest  debt  of  gratitude  for  its  promi- 
nence in  the  hortieultarai  world  is  due  to  the  Hon.  Mai^ 
shall  P.  Wilder.  His  estate,  on  which  his  experimental 
grounds  were  laid  out,  was  formerly  owned  by  Governor 
increase  Sumner.  At  lu!»  death,  in  1799,  the  estate  passed 
into  the  hands  of  his  son.  General  William  H.  Sunmer, 
who  was  one  of  the  fotrndets  of  the  Hordcultiml  Society, 
and  from  whom  it  finally  passed  into  Mr.  Wildei^B  posses- 
sion. On  these  ezpetimental  groundi  there  were  produced, 
during  fbe  last  fifty  yeais  of  Mr.  Wilder's  life,  under  his 
personal  supervision,  more  than  twdve  hundred  varieties 
of  fruits  i  and  from  thence  there  were  exhibited,  on  one 
occasion,  four  hundi-ed  and  four  distinct  varieti^  of  the 
pear.  Here  the  Camellias  Wilderi,  and  the  Mi's.  Abby 
Wilder  were  originated  by  the  art  of  hybridization,  the 
latter  of  which  received  a  special  prize  of  fifty  dollars. 
The  Mrs.  Juiia  Wilder,  the  Jennie  Wilder,  and  other 
camellias  were  also  raised  in  great  perfection;  while  from 
Mr.  Wilder's  estate  went  to  the  Boston  PuUie  Choden,  on 
its  foundation  in  1889,  tbe  entire  collection  of  green-house 
and  garden  plants. 

The  Rot.  Dr.  Harris  was  a  great  loret  of  fine  fruit,  Bod 
said  on  one  occasion  to  Mr.  Wilder :  Your  exhibition  of 
pears  is  grand ;  but  there  is  one  variety  that  I  miss,  —  the 
Bon  Chretian  (the  Good  Christian).  I  shall  faring  some 
forth  from  my  garden  to-morrow." 

Zebedee  Cook,  who  served  fis  the  second  president  of  the 
Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  some  sixty  years  ago, 
had  a  large  garden  opposite  the  Andiews  estiite,  on  tlie 
esst  side  ol  the  then  turnpike  road,  where  he  grew,  with 
great  success,  several  kinds  of  foreign  grapes,  apricots, 
peaches,  and  pears.  Among  the  grapes  there  was  a  white 
yariety  named  Horatio,  after  Mr.  Horatio  Spiague*  con- 
sul at  Gihraltar,  from  whom  Mr.  Cook  receiyed  It^  This 
grape  is  now  popuhkrly  known  among  famous  yarietiea 
as  the  Nice  grape. 
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Cheeyer  Kewliall  was  the  fint  tnasnxer  of  the  Massa- 
diiuetts  Horttcnltanl  Sodetf  ,  and  a  diatmgiuahed  oulti* 
vator.  On  his  estntes  he  had  extensive  otchards  which 
emhraced  a  laige  number  of  varietiea,  e&peciallj  of  the 
pear,  wliich  he  cultivated  with  great  succesfi  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1880.  Mr.  Newhall's  place  was  once  the 
residence  of  Thomas  Motley,  father  of  the  historian,  John 
Lothrop  Motley,  and  of  his  brother,  Thomas  Motley,  the 
president  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  ProTtiotiiisj;- 
Agriculture,  who  were  here  born.  A  coincidence  in  regard 
to  John  Lothrop  Motley  is  that  he  was  Ik)iti,  as  here  stated, 
in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  Dorchester, 
£ngland. 

Elijah  Vose,  the  third  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Hoiticultural  Societyt  was  the  posseBsor  of  a  fine  orchard, 
in  which  he  grew  seTeral  fruits  to  great  peileotion.  Hia 
greatest  success  was  in  producing  the  Duchesse  d*  Angou- 
Iftme  pear. 

William  Oliver,  vice-president  of  tlie  Massachusetts 
Hcwtioultural  Society,  grew  pears  and  other  fruits  which 
attnusted  attention  for  their  excellence.  His  estate  be- 
came afterwards  the  residence  of  £x-Govemor  Henry 

J.  Gardner. 

An  old  garden  in  Dorchester  which  deserves  attention 
is  that  which  is  supposed  ti)  Iiavc  been  laid  out  lirst  by 
Governor  Oliver  in  colonial  times.  It  is  connected  with 
the  liouse  in  which  Edward  Everett  wtts  born,  and  is 
better  kii*>un  to  the  people  of  later  Dorchester  from  the 
number  of  clioice  fruits  and  flowers  which  have  been  pro- 
duced tliere  from  seed  by  the  diligence  and  skill  of  John 
Richardson. 

William  R.  Austin,  at  one  time  treasurer  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural  Society,  had  a  pear  orehaid  which 
became  celelnrated  for  the  size  and  beauty  of  its  fruits, 
I»oduced  by  pruning  the  trees  into  the  shape  of  a  wine- 
glass. 
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The  celefaradon  of  the  two  hnndied  and  fiftieth  an]iiv8p> 
aaiy  of  the  settlement  of  the  town,  which  wae  held  in 
Maich,  1880,  it  will  be  lemembeied,  commemorated  the 

gathering  of  the  Church  in  Plymouth,  England,  and  the 
departure  for  America ;  while  the  second  celebration  was 
in  commemoration  of  the  planting  of  the  Church  and 
Colony  in  Dorchester,  coincident  with  the  settlement  of 
the  town  itself.  Under  the  modern  reckoning,  the  old 
date  (  June  t!,  O.  S.)  fell  upon  the  17th  of  Jmie.  The 
weather  without,  like  the  exercises  within,  furuLshed  a  fit^ 
ting  comi)k'nieiit  to  the  tii-st  eeleln-ation.  Tlie  soft,  balmy 
air  and  mellow  sunshine  of  a  perfect  June  day  contr;b>t(Hl 
strongly  with  the  wintry  aspect  and  chill  breezes  of  liaster 
Sunday. 

**  June,**  writes  the  chronicler  of  the  celehration,  lent 
her  flowers  in  rich  ptrofusion  for  the  decorations  ol  itm 
day.  Great  masses  of  mountain-lanzel  hid  the  pulpit 
bdiind  its  glossy  leaves  and  snowy  Uossoms.  Connecticut, 
so  early  founded  by  eneigetio  settleEB  fmm  Dorchester, 
sent  her  fresh  greeting  of  laurel  to  blend  with  that  of 
Massachusetts.  Heavy  banks  of  roses  filled  the  air  with 
fragrance.  Among  them  was  one  from  a  bush  wliich,  tradi- 
tion says,  was  brought  over  in  the  '  Mary  and  John.'  From 
Providence  came  a  bunch  of  HAiwa^lr  roses,  from  stock 
brought  from  England  in  1726,  and  a  spray  of  white  rosea 
from  a  bush  taken  from  Plymouth,  M;ussachusetts,  one 
hundred  yeai-s  ago."  On  the  fronts  of  the  galleries  was 
the  conspicuous  motto,  wrouglit  in  evergreen,  "  (iod  be 
with  us  iis  witli  our  fathers;"  and  on  either  side  of  the 
pulpit  the  figures  1  (580-1 880."  A  large  kisket  of  tlowei-s 
was  suspended  from  the  centre-piece  of  the  auditorium. 
The  vestry  was  hung  with  pictures  and  sketches  of  Dor- 
chester, England,  kindly  loaned  by  the  Rev.  Edwaid  G. 
Porter. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  of  the  oelehratioii 
was  the  reception  of  a  telegram  from  the  mayor  of  Do^ 
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Chester,  England,  conveying  the  affectionate  greeting  of 
the  inotlier  town.  'J'he  message  arrived  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  just  before  the  services  began,  and  was 
received  with  great  applause,    it  read  as  foUows :  — 

Old  Dorchester  sends  cordial  greetings  to  New  Dorchester 
upon  its  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniverBaiy,  and  warmly 
reciprocates  its  affectionate  attachment." 

Among  the  lelica  displayed  were,  the  study-chair  of  John 
Eliot,  apostle  to  the  Indians,*'  now  in  the  custody  of  the 
Fint  Parish;  a  copy  of  the  Rev.  John  White's  "Way  to 

the  Tree  of  Life,"  published  in  1647,  the  property  of 
William  B.  Trask ;  and  a  model  of  tlie  chair  in  the  Town 
Hall  of  Dorchester,  England,  in  which  .Judge  .lefifreyssat 
while  presiding  at  the  Bloody  Assize,  A.  D.  1658. 

The  moniing  exercises  included  an  invocation  by  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Frothingham ;  pmycr  by  the  Rev.  E.  N. 
Packard;  .Scri])ture  selection  hy  the  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Humphreys;  singing  of  Psalm  90;  sermon  by  the  pastor, 
the  Kev.  Samuel  J.  Barrows;  original  ode,  by  Miss  Eliza 
T.  Clapp ;  closing  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Warren  C.  Wilson  ; 
singing  Psalm  One  Hundred  and  Seven,  from  the  old  Bay 
Psalm  Book,  and  benediction  hy  the  Rer.  George  A. 
Thayer. 

After  tiie  morning  service,  the  guests  of  the  day  were 
escorted  to  Lyceum  Hall,  where  a  bountiful  collation  was 
served.  At  half-past  two  the  exercises  were  again  trans- 
ferred to  the  First  Parish  Church,  where  Thomas  J.  Allen, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  introduced  the  various 
speakeis. 

Governor  John  D.  Long  said :  — 

"  I  cannot  foiget,  standing  here  speaking  for  the  CommoD- 
wealth,  that  with  all  the  faults  of  our  ancestors, — which  might 
have  been  drawn  more  distmctly,  and,  I  think,  should  have 
been,  —  we  owe  to  them  the  foundations  of  this  material  prog- 
ress and  advancement.  We  owe  to  them  this  progrras  in  higher 
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and  greater  thingB,  —  i-eligioii;^  lilx  rty,  freedom  of  speech  and 
tliought  aud  action,  which  is  limited  oul^  our  mutual  righti). 
We  owe  it  to  them  that  HaaeafihiiMttB  to-diy  Ib  ft  State  with 
each  a  form  of  goremmeiit  that  ebe  really  gorenia  henetf, — 
a  Gomnumwealth  with  a  people  eo  bravet  eo  educated,  eo 
founded  on  principle  and  character,  that  they  govern  them- 
selves.  And  so,  while  we  do  not  forj^et  the  p-cat  advantages 
we  possess,  and  the  gi-eat  gain  we  have  made,  we  shall  also 
do  well  if  we  maintain  our  ancestora'  staudai-d  of  high 
principle." 

Hon.  Mai-shall  P.  Wilder  was  introduced,  as  aptly  illus- 
tratiug  a  remark  made  by  Swift,  iliat  "  whoever  could 
make  two  ears  of  corn  or  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  upon 
a  Bpot  of  ground  wban  only  one  grew  before,  wonld  de- 
aerve  better  of  mankind  and  do  more  essential  servioe  to 
his  oountiy,  than  the  whole  raoe  ot  politicians  pnt  to- 
getiier.**  Portions  of  Mr.  Wilder*s  remarks  are  herewith 
given,  as  drawing  a  different  side  <^  Grood  Old  Dorchester 
from  that  so  aUy  discussed  by  the  preceding  speakems  — 

Dondieater,  with  ber  wideepread  landscape,  her  noble  biUs, 
her  towering  beightu,  looking  down  on  the  wme  old  ocean  that 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yeam  ago  brought  our  fathere  to  these 
HlK>rt's,  lias  ever  been  memorable  In  the  history  and  annals  of 
our  nation  !  Her  noble  hei;j:htfl  and  her  beautiful  scenery  are 
scarcely  less  memomble  in  historic  interest  than  the  Capitoline 
hills  of  old  Rome,  <«  those  of  Boston.  On  this  spot  were  the 
homes  of  Waiham,  Ibverldc,  Mather,  Harris,  Codman,  and 
other  godly  ministwe  who  have  socoeeded  them,  each  of  whmn 
honored  his  professloo,  and  was  a  blessing  to  the  world* 
Here,  t(X),  and  near  by,  was  the  homo  tjf  Haiuook,  Warren, 
Otis,  the  Adamses,  the  Quincys.  and  other  ilhistrious  cham- 
pions of  human  freedom.  Yonder  is  Bunker  IIUl  and  Cbailes- 
town,  and  neai-  by  our  own  Dorchester  Heights,  where  the  flmt 
great  blow  was  stmck  that  dosed  the  American  Rerolntion, 
and  where  General  Washington  encamped  with  has  aimy  on 
that  memorable  night  in  March,  1776,  as  Mr.  Everett  said,  on 
this  veiy  spot,  *  with  the  holy  stars  for  his  camp-flree,  and  the 
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deepeoiD*]:  shadows  of  night  loopod  up  l)y  the  hands  of  God  to 
tlie  four  comers  of  the  sky,  fnr  the  curtaiu  to  his  teut/ 

**  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Chauuiau,  from  the  bottom  of  my  beart, 
for  allndiug  to  me  in  counectkm  with  the  coltivatioa  of  the 
soil.  For  threescore  yeam  and  teiii  ayet  |iioref  I  have  been 
importuning  Nature  to  diedoae  the  secrets  of  her  wood«r>vork- 
ing  power  by  which  she  HtreWB  the  earth  with  living  stars 
acai^'ely  Itms  biilliatit  and  numerous  thau  the  glittering  hosts 
above ;  and  slie  has  revealed  to  me  some  of  those  secrets. 
She  has  given  me,  from  the  rough  and  rocky  soil  of  Dor- 
chester, many  a  luacioas  fmit  and  many  a  fragrant  flower, 
wliieh  have  been  diatribnted  throogh  this  land,  and  which  will 
live  to  bleaa  the  w<»rld  long  after  he  who  prodnoed  them  ahaU 
have  been  buried  in  the  boeom  of  mother-earth. 

Dr.  (ieorge  E.  Ellis  was  the  next  speaker,  and  the  ven- 
eiable  president  of  the  Masaacliuaetts  Historical  Society 
paid  the  following  tribute  to  the  town ;  — 

"So,  with  the  meeting-house,  pmish,  clmreh,  represented 
here,  the  history  of  the  town  uud  early  generations  is  iden- 
tified. It  is  a  most  rich  and  inatroctlTe  history,  —  knit  in  with 
the  aort  of  incidenta  and  eventa  which,  eeming  trivial,  and  of 
merely  local  concern  as  they  tntnsi»re,  are  found  afterward  to 
have  been  impulses  moving  to  conspicuous  measures  and  high 
principles  of  truth  and  duty.  Thai  history  is  starred  and  beau- 
tifietl  by  tlie  nobleness  and  virtues  <>l  men  and  women,  trained 
here  for  uU  the  services  to  country  and  home,  sacriflces  for 
pooterity,  care  for  diildnHi,  and  all  the  sacred  toihi  inspired  by 
a  deep  piety  and  a  lofty  integrity.  Nor  is  there  laddng  in 
your  history  llie  element  of  rich  romance,  stem,  pathetic,  ex- 
citing, fond,  and  gentle,  without  help  from  the  fictions  of  the 
poet.'' 

When  Joseph  Leeds,  Esq^  of  Philadelphia*  was  intnn 
duced,  he  preceded  his  remarks  by  a  request  that  all  those 
peiBons  who  were  present  at  the  anniTeisaiy  fifty  yeais  s^ 

should  rise ;  and  in  resporuse  about  thiity-five  members  of 
the  audience  stood  up.   The  Rev.  Gowen  C.  Wilson,  of 
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Windsor,  Conn.,  represeutinq'  the  colony  planted  by  the 
early  settlers  of  Dorehester,  bpoke  of  the  attachments  of  the 
child  to  iuj  xjareuU 

Among  the  other  speakers  were  Hon.  William  £verett» 
the  Rev.  Edwaid  Everett  Hale,  John  Langdon  SiUejt 
lifararian  of  Harvard  College,  and  the  Rev.  E*  G.  Porter, 
of  Lexington.  The  exerciaea  of  the  day  closed  by  ainging 
the  hyxon  America."  As  tlic  chroiiicler  of  the  event 
wrote :  Thus  ended  a  day  which  will  be  long  remembered 
in  Dorchester  from  the  grateful  memories  uid  the  genial, 
patriotic,  and  Christian  sentimuiit^  it  :nvakened." 

Letters  expressing  regret  at  their  inability  to  be  present 
were  received  from  General  UlyHses  S.  Gitint,  Hon.  Robert 
C.  Winthrop,  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  Hon.  Chaa-les 
Francis  Adams,  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  President  Charles 
W.  Eliot,  and  others. 

On  June  13,  1881,  Deacon  Ebenezer  Clapp,  who  for 
forty  years  waa  clerk  of  the  First  Pariah,  and  for  twenty- 
seven  years  deaeon  of  the  <^uroh,  passed  away.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  fomiliar  figures  of  the  town.  Univennlly 
heloved  for  his  sterling  character,  universally  admired  lor 
his  laborious  endeavors  to  |  i  t  <  rve  the  early  records  of 
his  native  town,  and  universally  respected  for  his  fidelity 
in  all  he  undertook.  Deacon  Clapp's  death  left  a  vacancy 
in  the  town  which  never  has  nor  can  be  filled.  A  friend 
says  of  him  :  — 

"  The  nioniorial  slab  on  the  gato  of  the  Old  North  Buzyiog- 
gromid  of  Dorchester,  beara  this  mscription  :  — 

*DsAcox  Ebknkseii  Cr^FP,  1S81.' 

He  was  a  descendant  of  Nicholas  Clapp,  who  came  to  Dor- 
Chester  *  about  the  year  1639.'  He  was  a  genaine  fntit  of  the 

Puritan  tree,  with  the  virtues  of  the  race,  bat  without  their 

faults  :  stronrj  antl  decided  in  his  ()j)ii)ioi)S,  yet  tolernnt  of  those 
of  others ;  of  stern  integrity,  but  of  a  gentle  nature ;  and,  to 
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qoote  the  qtuunt  words  of  an  old  writer,  *  of  a  guileless  heart 
and  a  spiritual  Bimplieity  that  would  be  ornamental  hi  a  child.' 

''His  life  was  net  nn  eventful  one.  lie  was  best  known  as 
an  antiquarian,  and  as  the  author  of  a  portion  of  the  *■  History 
of  Dorchester'  (1859),  and  the  genealogy  of  the  Clapp  family. 
He  has  also  left  in  manuscript  a  history  of  the  first  Dorchester 
ehnreb.  As  an  antiquary,  he  was  distingaished  for  the  eztoit 
and  aocurai^  of  hi§  knowledge,  and  for  hJs  honesty  in  lecocd- 
hag.   Hia  atatementa  were  accepted  as  authority. 

He  was  no  mere  antiquary ;  he  bad  tiie  true  spirit  of  the 
historian.  His  ancestoi-s  wore  to  him,  not  stilted  personan^es  of 
the  distant  past,  but  human  l>eings  of  flesh  and  blood.  With 
him  the  past  st<HKl  up  before  the  present.  With  hiui  it  was  a 
work  of  love  to  record  the  viitueti  of  the  old  Furitaus.  He 
admowledged  thor  f aidts,  but  wTerenfly  covered  1ii«n  with  tlie 
mantle  of  his  charity.  Of  ail  the  names  on  that  memorial  dab 
will  be  found  that  of  no  nobler  man  than  Ebeneier  Clapp." 

The  Kev.  S.  J.  Barrows,  in  his  sermon  at  the  funeral 
exerciseii  of  Dea.  Clapp,  paid  the  following  tribute  to  his 
memory :  — 

"  Seventy-two  years  ago,  April  24,  1S09,  Kbenezer  Clapp 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Dorchester.  His  place  of  birth  was 
but  a  short  <1is:t;ince  fixjm  the  home  where  he  died.  Deacon 
Clapp's  family  hiatory  may  be  traced  right  back  t<j  the  old 
Poritau  stock.  He  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Nicholas  Clapp, 
who  was  bom  in  England  in  1612,  and  who  probably  came  to 
Doidiester  in  1688,  as  his  name  is  found  on  the  records  of  liie 
town  for  that  year.  Nicholas  Clapp  was  a  ooosln  of  Roger, 
who  came  over  in  the  'Mary  and  John'  in  1680.  Deacon 
Clapp  was  ])orn  in  the  lap  of  forttine,  the  very  best  fortune  a 
man  can  liave,  —  the  fortmu-'of  a  sturdy,  moral,  intf>llootual, 
and  physical  constitntion.  His  early  education  was  conducted 
in  the  little  schoolhouse  near  the  place  of  his  birth. 

No  memorial  of  Deacon  Clapp  would  be  at  all  complete, 
or  even  natoral,  whteh  did  not  include  his  delicate,  rich,  and 
ddi^tf  ol  fanmor*  He  was  as  thorough  a  Poritan  as  Nicholas 
Clapp,  his  ancestor,  or  as  Oliver  Ckomwell  himself,  but  he  was 
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not  one  of  the  8trai<;ht-lace(l  variety.  The  genial,  the  incon- 
gruous, and  the  cheerful  side  of  life  was  promptly  perceived  by 
him;  and  the  sunbeam  that  fell  upon  his  own  heart  was  sure 
to  be  reflected  in  some  other  heart.  The  genial,  warm  stream 
of  humor  in  Deacon  Clapp's  natuie  never  dried  up.  It  waa 
very  refreshing  in  his  later  years,  and  always  kept  him  young. 

It  was  for  his  tastes  and  his  work  outside  of  his  business 
relations  that  he  was  most  widelv  known.  He  seemed  to 
inherit  Noah  Clapp's  profound  interest  in  Doi-chester.  It  was 
bis  meat  and  his  drink  to  study  itB  late  and  early  fortunes,  to 
trace  the  stream  of  individual  life  which  were  confluent  in  its 
history.  He  was  the  prime  mover  in  organizing  the  Dorchester 
Historical  and  Antiquarian  Society ;  tlie  first  meeting  was  held 
at  his  house,  and  ho  was  conesi)onding  secretary  for  thirty- 
five  years.  He  published  tlie  *  History  of  Doivhestor,'  pre- 
pared by  a  committee  of  that  society,  and  had  a  large  share 
in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  For  a  great  many  years  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  collection  of  facta  concerning  the 
genealogy  of  the  Clapp  family  in  America.  His  remarkable 
energy,  industry,  and  enthusiasm  in  these  pursuits  is  seen  in 
the  *  Clapp  Memorial,'  which  is  a  monument,  not  only  to  the 
great  Clapp  family,  but  to  the  fidelity,  patience,  and  conscien- 
tiousness of  the  compiler.  His  '  Recollections  as  a  Parish 
Clerk,'  and  other  historical  articles  would  make  another,  and, 
to  the  general  public,  perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  the  three. 
His  memory  was  like  a  series  of  pigeon-holes,  where  facts  were 
carefully  labelled  and  stored  away,  ready  for  reference;  his 
judgment  was  good ;  his  patience  and  industry  in  research 
were  untu'ing ;  he  was  conscientiously  accurate,  and  his  percep- 
tion of  groat  principles  was  not  inferior  to  his  perception  of  facts. 

"  His  strong  religious  nature  and  his  historic  sense  com- 
bined to  create  a  great  interest  in  the  history  of  this  church 
(First  Parish,  Unitarian)  and  parish.  We  all  know  how  thor- 
oughly he  was  versed  in  all  its  traditions,  and  for  how  many 
years  he  assisted  by  his  assiduous  services  in  two  most  im- 
portant otiices  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  unblemished  repute." 

Dr.  Erasmus  D.  Miller,  a  prominent  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  the  town,  died  July  5,  1881.    Dr.  Miller  began 
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his  practice  in  Dorehester  in  1848,  where  he  contintied  in 
his  profession  until  hia  death.  A  lellow-ineinber  of  the 
Dorchester  Medical  Clttb  writes  of  him :  — 

•<  Dr.  Millei's  personal  appearance  was  striking.  Of  slender 
make  and  medium  height,  dressed  wltii  scrapuloas  nicety.  Us 
long,  snoir-vhite  hair  and  beard,  and  fidlt  keen  blue  eyes,  made 
a  figure  not  bood  forgotten.  A  quick  sense  of  the  ludicrous, 
the  Bhrewclest  knowledir«  <>f  human  nature,  a  power  of  rapid 
observntiou,  Btrong  common-senBe,  an  unuBual  ability  to  adapt 
himself  to  any  society  in  which  he  mtfjjht  liud  himself,  rather 
tiiiiu  wide  reading  or  Bcieutiiic  research,  made  him  rare  guud 
company."  * 

St.  Mary's  Church  suffered  in  lbS5  a  similar  loss  to 
that  of  the  First  Parish  four  ycai-s  previously,  by  the 
death  of  another  member  of  the  Clapp  family.  John 
Pierce  Clapp  was  bom  in  Dorchester  Febrasij  12,  1803, 
and  died  May  28,  1885.  He  was  confirmed  in  1842  hy 
Bishop  Griswold,  and  was  one  of  the  early  promoters  of 
St.  Mary's  parish.  For  almost  forty  years  he  was  chosen 
to  be  a  waiden  of  the  parish,  and  occupied  the  oifice  of 
senior  waiden  for  thirty-five  consecutive  years.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts  are  taken  from  a  commemorative  Sermon 
preached  at  St  Mary's  Church  May  81,  1885:— 

**  Under  whatever  phase  we  consider  Us  diameter,  whether 
fai  reqiect  to  its  inner  and  epiritnal  qnalldes,  or  to  Its  external 
and  social  relations,  we  may  trace  in  both  the  coatrcUing  ia- 
flnenoe  of  the  two  ideas  which  early  ruled  him,  — duty  and 

rcBponHibility.  Wliether  as  husband  or  father,  as  friend  or 
citizen,  aa  soldier  or  town  <ifTiror,  a^^  vestrvmfin  or  wnrden.  Ins 
entire  nature  seemed  to  be  keenly  sen8iti\  o  to  the  demands  of 
daty  and  active  in  the  discharge  of  his  rcspousibilities. 

**  Begnhur  in  hia  attendance  npon  divine  service,  loyal  to  his 
town  and  country,  tender  and  conrteoos  hi  his  manner,  wise  in^ 
cooncil,  honorable  In  his  dealings,  simple  in  his  tastes,  an 
ardent  observer  and  lover  of  natnre,  a  man  of  deep  reUgloos 
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feeling,  he  has  long  filled  a  place  iu  our  (Society  alike  honorable 
and  honored.  By  the  members  of  the  vestry  he  will  long  be 
remembered  for  the  old-time  dignify  and  uniform  courtesy  with, 
whicb  he  preflided  over  ila  delibemtioiiB. 

**The  perish  in  general  will  miae  the  eight  of  hla  slender 
form  and  yenerable  faoe  ae  he  paeaed  through  the  alel^ 
gathering  the  alms  of  the  worshippers  so  regularly  during  tb» 
\on^  term  of  his  offlcp.  l?y  his  death  the  rector  haa  loat  ooe 
whom  he  venerated  as  a  father  and  l(n  <  .1  as  a  friend. 

"His  kind  wojtIs,  good  deeds,  ami  wkse  counsels  will  come 
to  mind  at  odd  muuiuutg ;  and  all  tiiese  will  testify  to  hih  hav- 
ing been  in  all  hie  lelationa  fythftal.  I  loiow  of  no  tribnfee  to 
hie  inem<»7  more  deserved,  no  trait  o€  hia  diaraoter  more 
prominent,  no  award  which  he  would  have  more  highly  prized 
tiian  this.  In  whatever  relation  he  sustained,  he  was  faithful, 
—  *  faithful  unto  deatli.'  Satisfied  with  a  long  life,  he  ha& 
now  entered  into  rest.  Hnvinf^  fn  nvuiy  ways  showed  him  hie 
salvation,  God  has  at  length  pei'mitted  this  faithful  servant}  — 
another  aged  Simeon,  —  to  depart  in  peace." 

The  deatli  of  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  December  16, 
1886,  removed  one  of  Dorchester's  best-known  adopted 
8om.  He  was  bom  in  Riiul^'e,  N.  H.,  September  22,  1798, 
where  he  early  becarae  interested  in  an^ricnltural  pnrsuit-s. 
In  1852  he  established  himself  a.s  a  mercliant  in  Boston; 
but  in  liis  career  :us  a  sneeessful  l)iii>iues.s  man  he  lost  none 
of  Ilia  love  for  agriculture  and  horticulture.  He  was  one 
of  the  foundeiB  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society, 
and  served  as  president  of  the  association  from  1840  to 
1848.  He  also  initiated  the  organization  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  assisted  in  the  establishment  of 
the  State  i^ricultiiral  College  and  of  the  United  Statea 
Agriculttual  Society.  That  his  conspicuous  ability  and 
integrity  was  fully  recogniwd  by  his  fellow-citizens  is 
sufficiently  proved  by  the  numerous  positions  of  public 
and  private  trust  to  which  he  was  called,  and  which  he 
alwaj'S  worthily  filled.  His  long  services  in  connection 
with  th.9  Mtusachusetts  Horticultural  Society  were  duly 
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recognized  by  that  body,  which,  upon  his  retirement,  pre- 
sented him  witik  an  elegant  silver  pitcher,  md  caused  his 
portrait  to  he  placed  in  its  hall. 

In  1889  he  was  induced  to  serre  for  a  single  teim  in  the 
MassaohiuettB  Legislature  as  a  representative  of  the  town 
of  Dorchester.  In  1849  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Gov- 
ernor BriggB*  council,  and  the  year  following  a  member  of 
the  senate  and  its  president;  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  oldest  ex-presideiit.  In  1860  he  was  the  mem- 
ber for  New  £ngland  of  the  national  committee  of  the 
"  Constitutional  Union  Party,"  and  attended,  as  chairman 
of  the  Massachusetts  delegation,  the  national  convention 
in  Baltimore,  where  John  Bell  and  Edward  Everett  were 
nominated  for  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United 
Stat<}s. 

Tlie  death  of  Thomas  J.  Allen,  August  31,  1887,  re- 
moved another  of  liie  faiuilinr  figures  of  the  later  life  of 
Good  Old  Dorchester.  Mr.  Allen  was  bom  in  Boston 
Januaiy  81,  1819,  and  went  directly  from  school  into 
busineas.  He  was  mairied  in  1851,  and  made  his  home  in 
Dorchester  from  that  time.  During  his  thirty-five  years' 
residence  in  Dorchester  Mr.  Allen  filled  many  positions  of 
responsiUlity  and  honor.  He  was,  as  a  friend  said  of  him, 
"a  true  citizen,  a  man  to  he  trusted,  one  who  acted  from 
conscientious  motives  and  religious  prineiple."  Mr.  Allen 
was  always  closely  identified  with  the  First  Parish ;  for 
more  than  twenty  years  serving  on  its  standing  committee, 
and  for  half  that  period  holding  the  position  of  chairman. 

On  June  2.^,  1889,  the  town  celebrated  the  two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  tlie  first 
public  school  in  Dorchester.  An  account  of  tbe  exercises 
is  contained  in  a  preceding  chapt<^r;  but  the  following 
poem,  written  for  tliat  occasion  by  Mr.  Hezekiah  Butter- 
wortli,  and  read  by  Prof.  George  W.  Blish,  belongs  to  the 
liistorj'  of  the  town  rather  than  to  that  of  the  school.  It 
is,  therefore,  given  here  in  full 
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Ik  WM  TliaiikigiTiiig  Dajf  and  the  sea-meadowt  hf 

In  long  russet  rur%'e8  'ruund  old  Doroliestor  Bajr$ 
The  sturd/  oak  tuaimons  bad  opened  Uicir  halliy 
The  chhtioeys  had  amcked  on  tiie  MyiUQ  ud  <^ttfa^ 
And  Grandfather  Minot  looked  oat  on  the  m» — 

The  last  of  the  Dorchester  rilt:rims  was  lic  — 

And  he  leaneil  on  liis  cane,  and  he  said,  "They  arc  gone, 

The  I'ilgnmit  who  cMuled  un  thu  '  Mary  and  Juha,' 

That  old  TbaakaglTliig  Duy, 

Into  Doidierter  Baj.*' 

On  the  fettle  be  8at»  and  gaied  on  the  aaa, 

And  questioning  Thankful  Ktood  there  at  his  kn(^; 
The  blue-binl.s  had  gone  from  the  gentians  blue, 
And  white  elouds  of  gulb  o'er  the  white  waters  Hew. 
•»6o.  Thankful,  and  bring  ne  the  Bibl^,'*  be  «aid  { 
And  then,  where  the  Israelites  manmired,  he  read. 
Then  gazed  on  the  sea    "They  are  lerone,  all  are  gone, 
The  Pilgrims  who  came  on  the  '  Mary  and  John,* 

That  old  Thanksgiving  Day, 

Into  Dordieater  Bay.** 

«*The  laraeUtea  nmnnnred  for  B^rpt,"  be  iidd. 

'Gainst  his  locks,  silver  white,  pressed  a  golden-tresaed  head. 

And  he  rend  the  blue  eyes,  and  fome  strange  stories  toM 

Of  Massasoit's  feast  on  the  Thanksgiving  old; 

Of  the  Fiahn  Oajfor  Liitaeni  then  gaaed  on  the  sen— 

«<  Tkey  longed  for  the  bondage  of  Egypt,**  said  he, 

*^  And  looked  back  to  the  pa*<t.    They  a-e  trone,  all  woflNNi 

The  Pilgrims  who  came  on  the  *  Mary  and  John,' 

That  old  Thanksgiving  Day, 

Into  Dorchester  Bay.** 

Fifty  times.  Father  If  inot,  yon  say  yon  have  seen 
The  white  islands  change  into  islands  of  green ; 

Fifty  times  in  the  elm?  «cpti  the  Dri  ilc  •'  ivings. 
And  heard  the  red  woodpeckers  number  the  springs. 
I  love  the  atmqse  tdei  of  the  Fligrinis  of  yore, 
And  of  tboie  who  first  leaded  on  Dorebester's  fibore^ 

EUkw  ihcy  sane;  on  the  seal    They  arc  ^onc,  all  are gOOe^ 
Tbe  Pilgrims  who  sailed  on  the  '  Mary  and  John^* 
On  that  old  summer  day, 

Into  Dorebmter  Bay.** 
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to<H  loTO  the  placet  wliere  good  hat  been  donei 

For  the  field  blossoms  long  that  has  victory  woe ; 

I  love  old  Point  AllertonV  headlands  of  pine, 

And  the  oak-«haded  buaches  that  Dorcbestcr  hue. 

Tme  diefe^  off  die  Bay,  on  mnniner'i  tint  mom, 

That  our  a&ehor  was  dropp^  teen  the  '  Marjr  and  John,* 

Kear  yonder  green  isles.    Tliey  are  gone,  all  are  gon^ 

The  Pilgrim.s  who  came  on  the  *  Mary  and  John,' 

On  that  fresh  summer  day, 

Into  Dorchester  Bay. 

♦♦The  western  wind«i  blow  through  horizonf'  of  calm. 
And  sweet  o'er  the  waves  rose  young  Maverick's  pealm; 
There  dropped  the  white  sails,  and  the  anchor  was  cast, 
And  we  kndt  down  to  God  round  die  nolIoDless  niait» 
And  our  thanksgiving  made^  and  psalms  followed  the  pm7er» 
And  the  birds  sang  with  us  on  tlie  spar^  in  the  air. 
'T  was  oar  Thanksgiving  Day  I   They  are  gone,  ail  are  gOBO^ 
The  Pilgrims  who  sang  on  the  ♦  Mary  and  John,' 

Witk  the  knd  birds  that  day. 

In  old  Dorchester  Bay.** 

*♦  But,  grandfather,  listen :  The  islancls  turned  gray. 

And  die  north  winds  oane  down,  and  the  ice  fiUed  the  b^; 

Of  food  there  was  little  J  the  women  lay  low 

With  fever  and  hunger :  men  waiidert'd  through  snow 

To  buy  from  the  Indian  a  bushel  of  cum ; 

And  returned  not  the  sails  of  the  '  Alary  and  John.* 

And  what  M  yon  then  f  Tb^  are  gon^  all  are  gone. 

Who  sailed  'neath  the  flag  of  the '  Mary  and  John.* 

What  did  you  that  day, 

By  drear  l>orcbester  Bay  ? 

"Yon  know  that  the  sad  heart  turns  homeward  in  pein, 
Tliat  murmnred  the  Hebrews  for  Egypt  again, 
And  I  have  a  question  to  ask  of  you  here. 
On  this  to  oar  homes  and  old  meoiories  dear: 
IMd  ny  mothnr,  whose  grave  now  dhe  gentians  enfold. 
E'er  long  for  old  England,  and  Dorchester  old? 
And  did  yon  ever  murmur,  as  those  wlio  an-  <jrnnp,  ■ 
Who  sailed  on  the  de^'k  of  the  '  Mary  and  tJoltn,' 

fVom  the  home  lands  away, 

Far  from  Dorchester  Bay?  * 
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"  I  am  gliid  tkat  you  asked  me  that  (lucsiiuu  UxUy, 

And  my  Hps  aball  speak  trul/  hj  Dorchester  Uay. 

A  true  life  hM  no  seerets,  biit  open  it  lies. 

As  the  lips  of  the  sea  and  the  sniikMel  the  skies. 

No ;  the  dark  winter    passed  and  the  snow  changed  tO  dew. 

And  the  blue-birds  sang  sweet  'mid  the  violets  blue. 

And  thej  never  looked  back,  those  pioneers  gone, 

11187  iMver  looked  back  for  the  *  Maxf  nnd  John,* 

In  life's  darkest  day 

By  lone  Dorchester  Bay. 

All  places  are  pleasant  where  good  haa  been  dotM^ 
Where  frerilom  and  faith  have  their  victories  won, 
And  your  mother  was  thankfal  for  that  summer  day 
That  hrottght  ux,  the  Pilgrims,  to  Dorcheiter  Bay. 
T  was  she  named  you  Thankful,  one  white  winter  morn; 
May  you  never  look  back  for  ihv  '  Mary  and  .Tolm  ! ' " 
Uis  tears  fell  on  her  hair.    "  They  are  gone,  all  arc  gone, 
tkt  Pilgrims  who  sailed  on  the  *  Mary  and  John,' 

That  fint  Thaakqjpving  Daj, 

Into  Oordwater  Bay." 

They  gazed  on  the  sea,  and  the  white  gnlla  llewbif, 

And  the  twilight  of  fire  left  to  ashea  the  alEjr, 
The  woods  were  all  silent,  tlie  voiccli'«=^  whuls  sUfjtdf 
Till  the  bell  of  Neponset  rang  out  o'er  the  shade. 
And  aolemn  and  slow  was  the  bull's  mellow  tone ; 
On  Um  attU  air  Toaoonded  eadi  atroke,  deep  and  kne; 
And  its  voice  seemed  to  say,  "Gone,  gone,  all  are  gone; 
Gone  the  Pilgrims  who  s^nilM  on  the  *  Mmj  and  John,' " 

As  it«  tones  Uiud  away 

Over  Dorchester  Bay. 

Oh,  let  us  be  thankful  for  horoes  like  tlu"^f. 
Who  warred  with  the  ^turms  un  the  liiad  aad  the  seas ; 
Whoae  faith,  overcoming  the  world  and  its  gviUs 
Ne'er  turned  from  its  course  to  life's  palm-shaded  Nile  ; 
Who  held  fliat  the  hopc^  of  the  future  outshon« 
The  treasures  of  fortune,  the  smiles  of  the  throne. 
Givo  thanka  for  snch  men  on  the  Thanksgiving  mom, 
Sndi  heroea  as  sailed  on  the  Mary  and  Jdm." 

Let  the  bells  rinjr  to-day 

Around  Dorchester  Bay. 
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Dr.  George  M.  liei'd,  one  of  tlie  most  prouiiueiit  of  the 
younger  ph)>.ician.s  of  the  town,  died  in  February,  1890. 
lie  waa  a  gi-aduate  of  ikown  University  and  of  the 
Harvard  Medical  School.  After  spending  a  year  in  Eu- 
rope, he  began  to  piactiae  medicine  in  Doxcliester  in  1881, 
occupying  Dr.  Miller^e  ofRoe  on  the  Upper  Road  until  he 
built  hie  house  on  the  comer  of  Tremlett  and  Washington 
Streets  in  1884.  He  was  a  member  of  die  Dorchester 
Medical  Club;  and  was  a  man  of  unassuming  manner,  but 
of  much  sound  sense,  being  unusually  successful  and 
beloved  for  one  so  young. 

Oliver  Hall,  a  life-long  resident  of  Dorrhrstcr,  died  this 
«amc  year.  He  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  from 
1840  to  18o5 :  he  was  town  treasurer  for  ten  yeKTs  ;  and 
he  represented  the  diiitrict  in  the  State  Legislature  during 
the  years  1846-47,  being  a  member  of  the  Whig  party. 
He  was  prominent  in  all  events  which  concerned  the  town, 
and  served  in  all  of  his  responsible  positions  with  marked 
fiddly  and  seal. 

The  name  of  Bits.  Walter  Baker  will  long  be  remem- 
bered  in  Dorchester,  not  only  because  of  her  delightful  per- 
sonality, but  also  for  the  many  acts  of  benevolence  which 
she  performed.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Baker  in  1840,  and 
first  lived  in  Boston  ;  sul)se(juently,  however,  her  hnsband 
purcluvsiMl  the  tine  estate  on  the  comer  of  Washington  imd 
Park  Streets,  in  which  she  resided  until  her  death  in  1891. 
Rev.  Edward  (i.  Porter,  writing  of  her,  says: — ' 


"  TTiiving  lost  her  four  children  in  early  life,  she  drewtO. 
self  a  large  number  of  friends  in  pruh  a  hospitable  manner 
that  she  was  never  at  a  loss  for  companions  nil  the  rest  of  her 
life.  Uer  guests  included  both  the  rich  aud  poor,  the  old 
and  the  young,  the  Miltivated  and  the  nnfortanate.  With  a 
rare  magnetism  and  the  broadest  sympathy  she  attracted  per- 
sons of  every  name  and  station  from  near  and  from  far.  Gieek, 
Italian,  Bulgarian,  Jafmnese,  African,  and  Indian  >iflitor8  have 
sat  at  her  table.  .  •  .  When  the  War  of  the  BebeUiom  broke 
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out  Mrs.  Baker  opened  ber  bouse,  and  furnished  quantitieti  of 
material  for  tbe  women  of  Dorcbe8t>er  to  make  into  clothing 
for  the  volnnteen.  She  visltad  the  «rmy  bospitals,  and  gafli« 
and  A  Urge  number  of  booics  for  the  Soldien'  Fiee  Libruy  at 
Wasbiogton.  She  liad  a  strong  character^  an  Independent 
mindt'a  diaoriminatiiig  judgment,  and  a  boundlesa  charitj.** 

During  this  same  year  alao  occurred  the  death  of  Hiiam 

W.  Blanchard,  one  of  Dorcheater*a  oldest  and  beafrknoiwii 
citizens.  Mr.  Blanohard  was  especially  prominent  as  an 
antiHslavery  advocate,  and  was  an  influential  member  of  the 

Dorchester  Anti-Slavery  Society,  which  has  already  l>een 
referred  to.  He  was  an  active  business  m  ui,  nui  together 
with  Asa  Robinson,  in  1832,  landed  and  sold  tlie  lirst  cargo 
of  coal  in  Neponset.  He  wivs  a  frequent  contributor  to 
the  newspapers,  and  the  articles  over  his  initials  were 
always  ol  interast  and  value.  He  was  a  man  el  wide 
inlonnation,  and  s  most  gwial  eompanion. 

Wiiiim  the  last  few  yean  the  social  adyaatages  ol  Doi^ 
cheater  have  been  improved  by  tlie  fonnation  of  strong 
dganizations  for  that  purpose.  The  scope  of  these  clubs, 
and  the  object  of  their  existence,  may  be  seen  from  the 
following  brief  sketches  of  their  history. 

The  OM  Dorchester  Club  was  incorporated  in  1890  for 
"  the  promotion  of  acquaintance  and  social  intercouse 
among  the  residents  of  Dorchester."  The  ciul*,  upon  its 
organization,  hired  a  building  upon  Robinson  Street ;  but 
it  was  found  later  that  tbe  building  and  locaticm  were  not 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  its  members.  In  the  autumn  of 
1891»  therefore,  an  eSort  was  made  to  increase  its  member- 
flihip  with  a  view  to  buying  land  and  building  a  larger 
house;  and  this  resulted  in  its  present  membership  of  22& 
active  members  (the  limit)*  aud  twenty  non-resident  (un- 
limited) moniTx'i's.  The  commodiou.s  clul>house,  which  is 
located  at  the  comer  of  Pearl  and  Plea-sant  Streets,  was 
ereoted  in  1892.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  Pres- 


Digitized  by  Google 


im.]  MODSBH  THUS.  469 

ident,  William  B.  Bird;  Vice-Presidents.  Thomas  F. 
Temple,  Williaii)  nariison  Reed,  George  R.  Nazro;  Tkeas- 
urer,  John  P.  May;  Secretary,  Joseph  G.  Gnish. 

The  Central  Athletic  Club  was  organized  in  1892  for 
athletic  and  social  purposes,  Frederick  K.  Folsom  being 
one  of  its  most  enthusiastic  advocates.  The  formation  of 
the  club  is  that  oi  a  loiporation,  —  its  capita,l  stock  of 
$15,000  being  divided  into  three  hundred  shares,  wliich  are 
8ul»ctibed  for  by  the  members.  A  well-appointed  club* 
hoiue  has  been  erected ;  and  three  tennisKJOurts  haevB  been 
built,  which  are  second  to  none  in  the  State.  The  present 
officers  ate  as  follows:  President,  Frank  A.  Foster; 
Vice-President,  John  M.  E.  Morxill;  Secretary,  T.  F. 
Jenkins;  Tkeasurer,  Frederick  K.  Folsom. 

The  Dorohester  Woman*8  Club  was  organised  in  1892, 
and  its  success  from  its  inception  has  shoAv  n  that  it  has 
met  a  long-felt  want  in  the  town.  The  early  meetings 
were  called  together  by  Mrs.  Clara  M.  Ripley,  and  were 
addressed  by  Mrs.  Judith  Smith,  of  the  Home  Club,  East 
Boston.  Its  purpose  was  to  proumte  moi-al,  social,  and 
intellectual  culture  in  the  comumniiy.  Starting  with  a 
nucleus  of  twenty-eight  mcmlxTs,  the  clalj  snon  reached  its 
limit  of  three  hundred,  and  has  had  for  some  time  a  large 
waiting-list.  During  its  first  year  of  existence  it  succeeded 
in  estiiblishing  itself  upon  a  firm  basis,  and  itii  meetings 
were  of  interest  and  instruction  to  its  members.  Among 
those  who  addressed  the  club  were  Mx8.  Julia  Ward  Howe, 
Dr.  Salome  Merritt,  Mrs.  Kate  Gannett  Wells,  Mr.  Henry 
A.  Clapp,  Mrs  Ednah  D.  Cheney,  Mrs.  Minerra  B.  Tobey, 
and  Mrs.  Clara  Eiskine  Clement  Waters.  The  club  is 
non-sectarian,  and  includes  women  from  all  parts  of  Dor> 
diester.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President, 
Mrs.  Ellen  Dana  Orcutt ;  Vice-Presidents,  Mrs.  Emily  A. 
Fifield,  Mrs.  Julia  K.  Dyer,  Mrs.  Clara  M.  Ripley;  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Eddy ;  Corresponding  Secre- 
ts^* Mrs.  Alice  Taylor  Jacobs;  T^reaaurer,  Bliss  Mary 
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Braut  Little ;  Directom,  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Bean,  Miss  Annie 
A.  Emerson,  Mrs.  Minnie  P^owle,  Mrs.  Emeline  C.  Ricker, 
MLsH  Cliarlotte  A.  Vinson,  MLss  Florence  Everett,  Mrs. 
Minnie  Young,  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Badlaiu,  Mrs.  Royal  Whiton, 
Mrs.  Emily  H.  Bush,  Mrs.  Ellen  E.  C.  Blair,  Mrs.  Eliz^ 
Ixith  P.  Soule. 

'ITie  first  legal  meeting  of  the  Codman  Club  was  held 
July  19,  1892,  and  a  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted, 
the  name  being  chosen  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  John  Codman. 
The  erection  of  the  club-house  at  once  commenced  upon 
the  location  on  Adams  Street,  Dorchester,  near  the  conver- 
gence of  Minot,  Marsh,  Granite,  and  Codman  Streets.  The 
club  first  occupied  its  house  (^hiistmas,  1892,  —  its  formal 
oi>ening  and  dedication  occurring  on  February  24,  1893. 
The  club  is  not  cosmopolitan,  but  a  neighborhood  affair, 
and  wius  organized  upon  a  somewhat  original  principle,  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  wives  and  lady  friends  of 
meml)ers  are  at  all  times  welcome,  and  have  the  full  use  and 
enjoyment  of  all  parts  of  the  house,  in  common  with  mem- 
bers. Experience  has  proved  the  wLsdom  of  this  course,  as 
the  club  has  lx;en  a  large  factor  in  the  social  life  of  the 
community.  The  club  is  this  year  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Amateur  Bowling  League.  It  has  at  present  one 
hundred  iiienilxirs,  and  the  present  officers  jvre  as  follows: 
President,  J.  G.  Young,  Jr.;  Vice-Presidents,  James  E. 
Hall  and  H.  S.  Carruth ;  Treasurer,  R.  A.  Pepper;  Secre- 
tary, B.  T.  Wheeler ;  Directors,  the  alxjve,  and  F.  L.  Pierce, 
Otis  Eddy,  F.  M.  Wood,  W.  A.  Roundy,  C.  E.  Tileston. 

On  Ai»ril  10,  1893,  a  meeting  was  lield  for  the  purpose 
of  orgiuiiziiig  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society.  Two 
years  previous  to  this  time  an  act  had  been  approved  for 
the  incorporation  of  the  society,  but  notliing  further  was 
done  at  that  time.  The  organization  was  successfully 
effected,  however,  at  tlie  meeting  referred  to  above,  and 
William  H.  Whitmore  was  elected  president,  Thomas  Mair 
treasurer,  and  Willis  B.  Menduni  secretary.    The  board  of 
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<lirector8  consists  of  John  J.  May,  James  II.  Stark, 
£lbridge  SmiUi,  Thomw  W.  fiicknell,  Herbert  M.  Manks, 
and  D.  Chauncy  Brewer.  The  society  is  now  fiimly  estab- 
lished with  twenty-tive  active  members,  and  meetinj^  are 
held  every  month.  One  of  the  by-Laws  provides  that 
women  shall  be  admitted  upon  equal  terms  with  the  men. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Stone,  the  most  prominent  woman  who  has 
claimed  Doicliestijr  as  her  home,  died  October  18,  1893. 
She  vviis  the  daughter  of  a  farmer,  and  her  early  struggles 
and  subsequent  sucoesBeB  in  advandng  the  position  of 
woman  won  for  her  a  name  which  will  be  long  ramem« 
beied.  The  beat  account  of  her  life  and  work  is  given  by 
her  daughter,  Mias  Alice  Stone  Blackwell,  who  writes: — 

"  Little  Lucy  gi-ew  up  a  healthy,  vigorous  child,  noted  for 
fearlessness  and  tnitiifalness,  a  good  scholar,  and  a  haid 
worker  hi  the  hoase  and  on  the  farm,  somethnes  driving  the 
cows  barefooted  by  stsrlight,  before  the  sun  was  up,  when  the 
dew  on  the  grass  was  so  cold  that  she  would  stop  on  a  flat 
stone  and  ouri  one  small,  bare  foot  up  against  the  other  leg 
to  warm  it.  Every  one  on  the  farm  worked.  The  mother 
milked  ei«!rht  cows  the  night  before  Lucy  was  bom,  and  said, 
regretfully,  when  iuionned  of  the  sex  of  the  new  baby,  '  Oh, 
dear !  I  am  sorry  it  is  a  girl.   A  womanls  life  ia  so  hard ! ' 

"  The  Uttie  girl  early  became  indignant  at  the  way  she  saw 
her  mother  and  other  women  treated  by  theh*  husbands  and  by 
the  laws ;  and  she  made  up  her  childish  mind  that  those  laws 
must  be  changed.  Her  father  helped  his  son  through  college; 
but  when  In'n  daughter  wanted  to  go.  ho  said  to  to  h'ln  wife,  '  Is 
the  child  crazy?'  The  young  girl  had  to  earn  the  money  her- 
self. She  picked  berries  nnd  chestnuts,  and  sold  them  to  buy 
books.  For  years  she  tuughl  district  schools,  studying  and 
teadilng  alternately.  She  soon  became  known  as  a  socoessfnl 
teadwr.  Once  she  was  engaged  to  teach  a  '  winter  school ' 
whidi  had  been  broken  up  by  the  big  boys  throwing  the  master, 
head  foremost^  out  of  the  window  into  a  deep  snow-drift.  As 
a  rnlei  women  were  not  thought  competent  to  teach  the  winter 
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term  of  school,  because  then  the  big  Iwys  were  n-leased  from 
farm  w(»rk  aii'l  wore  nble  tn  nttend.  In  a  few  days  bhe  had 
tlu.s  ilitlicull  school  in  perfect  order;  aad  the  big  boys  wh()  had 
made  the  trouble  became  her  most  devoted  lieutenauta ;  yet  she 
teooiwd  only  »  fraetjon  of  the  salary  paid  to  her  nowiowafal 
predeoessor.  At  tiie  low  wages  raoeived  by  women  teMbem,  it 
took  ber  tmtil  ehe  wm  twenty^ilTe  to  earn  the  money  to  eaiiy 
her  to  Oberlittt  then  the  only  college  in  the  country  that  ad- 
mitted  women.  Crossing  Lake  Erie  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland, 
she  could  not  afford  a  Btuterooin,  but  slept  on  deck  on  a  pile  of 
grain  saeks*  among  horses  and  freight,  with  n  few  other  women 
who,  like  lierself,  could  only  pay  for  a  '  dtck  passage.' 

At  Oberliu  she  earned  lier  way  by  teaching  in  the  prepar- 
atory department  of  the  college,  and  hy  doing  hooaewodc  in 
the  ladiea'  hoarding  hall  at  three  oentB  an  hour.  Moat  of  the 
atudcHUta  were  poor;  and  the  college  fnmiahed  them  boaid  at 
one  dollar  a  week.  But  she  oonld  not  afford  even  this  small 
sum ;  and  during  most  of  her  course  she  cooked  her  fnml  in  her 
own  room,  boiirding  herself  at  a  eost  of  less  than  fifty  cents  a 
week.  Slu'  had  only  one  new  dress  during  her  college  course, 
—  u  ciieup  print, — and  she  did  not  go  home  once  during  the 
four  yeaiB ;  but  she  thoroughly  enjoyed  her  college  life»  and 
found  time  also  for  good  woika. 

Her  first  public  speech  was  made  during  ber  college  oomnae. 
The  colored  pet^le  got  up  a  ctM  ration  of  the  aomTeffBary  of 
West  Indian  emancipation,  ami  invited  her  to  be  one  of  the 
speakers.  The  president  of  the  college  and  some  of  the  pro- 
fessors were  invited  to  speak.  She  gave  her  address  among 
the  rest,  and  thought  nothing  of  it.  The  next  day  she  was 
summoued  before  the  ladies'  board.  They  represented  to  her 
that  it  was  unwomanly  and  unscriptnral  for  her  to  qwak  in 
public.  The  president's  wife  said :  '  Did  yon  not  feel  yoaraelf 
veiy  much  oat  of  place  up  tiiere  on  the  platform  among  all 
those  men?  Were  you  not  embanassed  and  fri|^tened?' 
'  Wliy,  no,  Mrs.  Mahan,'  she  nnawered.  'Those  men  were 
President  ^fnh-m  and  uiy  professors,  whom  T  meet  every  day 
in  the  classiooin.  I  was  not  afraid  of  them  at  all! '  She  was 
allowed  to  go  with  an  admouitiou. 
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•*  She  travelled  over  a  large  part  of  the  United  St»tee.  Id 
moat  of  the  towns  where  she  lectured  do  woman  had  ever 
spoken  in  public  before,  and  curiosity  attracted  immense 
audiences.  The  speaker  was  a  great  surprise  to  them.  The 
genenil  idea  of  a  woman's  rights  advocatt*,  uii  ihv  purt  of  those 
who  had  never  seen  one,  was  a  tall,  gaunt,  angular  woman, 
with  aggressfve  mswien,  a  masculine  air,  and  a  sttident  voice, 
aoolding  at  tito  men.  Instead,  they  found  a  tiny  woman  with 
quiet  unaaeuming  manners,  a  winning  presence,  and  the 
sweetest  voice  ever  possessed  by  a  public  speaker.  This  voice 
became  celebrated.  It  was  so  musical  and  delicious  tliat  per- 
sons, who  had  ouce  heard  her  lecture,  heariii<i  her  utter  a  few 
words,  years  afterward,  on  a  railroad  car  or  in  a  stajje  coaeh, 
where  it  was  U>o  dark  to  recognize  faces,  would  at  once  ex- 
daun  unhesitatingly :  <  That  is  Luey  Stone  I  * " 

We  haye  now  come  to  the  point  where  we  may  gain  an 
excellent  idea  of  the  present  prosperity  of  the  town  by  a 
compuison  of  the  condition  of  its  various  institutions  to- 
day with  their  condition  in  yean  gone  hy.  This  compar> 
ison  will  show  that  the  progress  in  every  department  has 
been  steady  and  rapid.  Let  us  glance  first  at  the  territory 
itself. 

Area.  —  We  liave  seen  that  until  1662,  when  Milton  was 
set  off  as  a  separate  township.  Doicliester  was  bounded  by 
Boston,  R()xl)iiry,  Deilluun,  Wrenthani,  Taunton,  Bridge- 
water,  and  Bniintree  (the  present  Qnincyy  The  town 
extended  from  Dorchester  Point,  as  South  Boston  was  then 
called,  out  as  far  as  the  Castle  (the  ["resent  Fort  Indepen- 
dence) and  to  within  one  luindred  and  sixty  rods  of  the 
Rhode  Island  line.  We  have  seen  how  Milton,  Wreutham, 
Stoughton,  Dedham,  Sharon,  Foxboro\  Canton,  Dorchester 
Heights,  Washington  Village,  and  Hyde  Park  were  set 
aside  from  the  mother  town.  We  have  seen  how  Dorches- 
ter set  aside  six  thousand  acres  of  land  for  the  use  of  the 
Indians  at  Ponkapoag,  and  how  she  later  lost  six  thousand 
acres  more  through  hlundezs  of  the  surveyors*  In  spite  of 
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this,  the  limits  of  the  town  have  never  yet  been  reached  by 
its  evewncreasing  inhabitants ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
have  proved  elastic  enough  to  include  a  large  propoitioa 
of  the  overliow  from  the  crowded  city. 

Dorchester  to-day  contains  one-fifth  of  the  territory  in- 
cluded by  the  city  of  Boston.  Its  extreme  length  from 
northeast  to  southwest  is  alMiut  two  mile.s  aiui  a  half,  and 
from  northwest  to  southeast  about  two  luiles.  The  total 
amount  of  territory  covered  by  the  city  of  Boston  i» 
28,707  acres,  of  which  Dorchester  contains  ^614  acies. 
Tlie  town  is  bounded  by  South  Boston  on  die  north ;  by 
Dorchester  Bay  on  the  east ;  on  the  south  by  the  Neponset 
River,  which  separates  it  from  Milton ;  and  by  Hyde  Park 
and  West  Roxbuiy  on  the  west. 

Hon.  Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  in  an  interesting  series  of 
articles  on  the  subject  of  "  New  Dorchester,"  recently 
published  in  the  Dorchester  Beacon,"  gives  the  following 
description  of  the  geographical  character  of  the  town. 
He  says:  — 

**The  surface  outline  of  Dorchester  is  vwy  iir^idar,  diver* 

sified  with  hills  and  valleys^  with  a  marked  elevation,  extend- 
in*?  from  noi  tli  to  south,  alonir  or  near  the  line  of  Wasiiini;too 
StriH't  on  un  average  of  over  one  huntlrod  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  aud  ut  certain  pointti,  us  at  Codniua  Hill  and  Mt.  Bow- 
doiu,  over  one  handred  and  Ufty  feet  in  height.  Mt.  Ida, 
Meeting-Honse  Hill,  Wellington  Hill,  Jones's  Hill,  Asitmont, 
and  Pope's  Hill  are  spurs  or  independent  etevations  of  the 
range  of  elevated  laud  projecting  southward  from  the  High- 
lands and  extending  in  a  northwesterly  direction  into  and 
across  T^rookline.  On  the  snrith  the  valley  of  Xeponset  marks 
the  ])ed  of  llie  olil  i[hiei:d  |ilou;i;h  that  wrought  on  the  hills  and 
levelled  thein  from  the  heiglit^j  of  Mt.  Waghiugtou  ju-rhaps  to 
the  present  elevation  of  the  Blue  Hills.  Stony  Brook  Valley 
is  the  natural  drainage  of  the  section  west  of  Washington 
Street,  and  north  of  Codman  Hill,  while  the  Neponset  River 
and  Dorchestw  Bay  receive  the  waters  to  the  south  and  east  of 
the  same  elevations.  Since  that  esriy  day  of  *OId  Dorchester' 
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the  glaciers  have  levelled  the  hills  and  filled  the  vallejti  la  great 
meuure ;  and  a  rich  alluvial  deposit  and  vegetable  mould,  suit* 
able  for  the  giowth  of  great  foieels  or  the  prodnctloiiB  of  the 
fanut  the  orchard,  and  the  gaiden,  have  covered  the  rocks  and 
day  beds  which  underlie  our  deep  black  soil. 

With  such  a  contonr,  Dorchester  could  not  be  other  than 
a  fine  residence  section,  contifiuous  as  it  is  to  a  large  and  grow- 
ing city,  having  in  its  near  neighborhood^  uiid  in  delightful 
prospect  on  the  southern  horizon,  the  Blue  Hills,  the  highest 
and  moat  pietnicaque  range  of  Ulla  of  Eastern  Ma— aehnaetta. 
And  it  ia  only  in  IKMrdwater,  on  the  norOi,  that  this  range  ean 
be  called  dlatioctively  blue ;  for  If  one  appKiaohea  them  so  near 
as  the  Hilton  line  at  Neponset.  or  recedes  ns  far  as  the  State 
House  in  Boston,  they  cease  to  be  Blue  Ililla  and  become  only 
green,  gray,  brown,  or  other  colored  elevations,  and  only  com- 
mon hills.  To  see  tiie  Blue  HiUs  in  all  their  glory  one  must 
stand  near  the  site  of  the  old  Gibson  Mansion  on  FranUin 
Fsrk  at  the  snmndt  of  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  or  on  tiie  simunit  of 
Mt.  Bowdoin,  or  at  a  distance  of  about  four  miles  frott  the 
hills  at  any  point  on  the  heighto  of  Dorchester." 

Another  recent  writer  says  of  Doreliester ;  — 

"Its  close  proximity  to  the  ocean,  with  refreshing  breezes 
throughout  the  summer  months,  superb  views  from  its  elevateil 
points  of  Boston  Bay,  and  harbor  of  unrivalled  beauty,  com- 
bining the  freedom  and  ddlghts  of  the  ooantiy  widi  the  advan- 
tsges  and  privileges  of  the  cily,  pore  invigorating  alr»  good 
drainage,  —  all  th  m  features  are  steadily  drawing  the  most 
flcsirablc  class  of  home  buildprs.  Most  of  its  territory  is 
occupied  by  handsome  and  attractive  private  residences,  with 
extensive  grounds,  beautiful  lawus,  and  shade  trees  around 
them;  while  the  stores  are  clustered  around  certain  centres, 
sodi  as  Upham's  Comer,  Mt  Bowdoin,  Field's  Comer,  Ash- 
raont,  Lower  Mills,  Mattapan,  Neponset,  and  on  Washington 
Street  at  the  terminus  of  the  Grove  Hall  and  Dorchester  branch 
of  the  West  End  elect rics.  One  main  line  and  two  branches 
of  Bteam  roads  run  throui^lioiit  the  entire  length  of  Dorchester, 
—  the  New  York  and  New  England  railroad  on  the  west,  the 
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Hilton  bnuiofa  of  die  Old  Colony  nilnwd  on  the  eenl,  nod  the 
8bainnat  bfrnneh  through  the  centre,  givhig  in  all  about 

eighteen  stations,  with  over  thirty  trains  each  way  daily,  on  thn 
N»'W  York  ami  New  Kuglaiul  railroad,  and  nearly  as  many  on 
tilt!  Old  Colony  branches,  takintj  from  eleven  to  eighteen  or 
twenty  minutes  to  the  ditlerent  stations.  The  Grove  Hall  aud 
Dorchester  electric  caiti  run  on  Washington  Street  to  the  ter- 
minal one  block  beyond  Norfollc  end  Centre  Streets,  and 
another  line  on  Doroheeter  Avenue  to  Hilton,  while  a  third 
line  turns  off  at  Field's  Comer  and  goes  to  Neponset  The 
time  by  electric  cars  from  Franklin  Sti-eet  to  terminus  is  about 
forty-eight  minutes.  A  suburban  railway  is  in  oontemplatiOB 
that  will  cross  the  Dorchester  district  to  Newton.** 

Population, — The  growth  of  die  population  of  tbe  timi 
has  been  remarkabile.  In  1800  the  number  of  inhabitaata 
was  2,847;  in  1850  it  was  a  little  less  than  8,000;  and  in 
1892  it  was  not  less  than  40,000.  This  has  been  due  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  natural  attractions  of  the  town ;  bat 
the  increase  could  never  have  been  so  rapid  but  for  tlie 
excellent  opportunities,  as  already  mentioned,  for  transpor- 
tation by  steam  and  electricity.  The  annexation  of  Dor> 
Chester  to  Huston,  in  1870,  made  it  advantageous  for  the 
wealthy  landholders  to  make  Brookline  or  Milton  their 
home,  owint:^  to  tlie  larger  rate  of  taxation  imposed  under 
the  new  regime.  This  has  lessened  the  nnmljer  of  citizens 
possessed  of  great  wealth;  so  the  inlia])itants  may  be 
classed,  as  a  whole,  as  the  well -to-do  people  of  moderate 
means,  who  build  unostentatious  but  sulxstantial  homes, 
leading  uiieful,  active  lives,  and  belonging  to  that  class  of 
citizens  who  form  the  Iwckbone  of  the  State. 

SehocU.  —  The  growth  of  the  educational  advantages 
offered  by  the  town  is  one  of  ihe  most  noticeable  features 
in  its  history.  The  establishment,  in  16B9,  of  the  first  free 
public  school  supported  by  public  taxation  may  be  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  history.  This  was  followed  by  a  grad- 
ual increase  in  soholarB  and  schoolhouses  until,  in  1792, 
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there  were  552  children  who  received  the  benefits  of  the 
schools.  One  hundred  years  later,  in  1892,  fhe  number  of 
pupils  attending  the  public  achools  alone  was  6,519;  while 
many  more  attended  the  various  private  institutionB  of 
learning.  Since  the  annexation  of  Dorchester  to  Boston, 
the  city  has  improved  the  schools,  and  has  built  excellent 
schoolhouaes;  but  the  toMm  had  no  reason  to  fet  l  ashamed 
of  the  condition  of  its  school  department  when  it  was 
delivered  over  to  iho  (•\\v  proper. 

Churches.  —  Id  l  trui  i  lias  Inien  made  to  the  religious 
unity  of  Dorciiestcr.  We  have  seen  that  until  1806  there 
wa^j  but  one  church  and  one  creed  in  the  town ;  and  that 
in  this  First  Parish,  from  1636  to  1893,  a  period  of  two 
hundred  and  iifty-seveu  years,  there  were  but  eleven 
ministers,— an  aversge  pastorate  of  twenty-four  years. 
From  this  mother  church  sptang  ofiiBiaings,  from  which 
other  orgaimations  have  branched,  until  the  town  now 
contains  some  thirty  church  societies,  representing  nearly 
every  denomination. 

We  liave  now  come  to  the  close  of  the  narrative  history 
of  Good  Old  Dorchester.  We  liave  followed  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town  thi"ough  their  early  colonial  struggles; 
we  have  seen  their  descendants  assist  to  throw  off  the  yoke 
cl  oppr^lont  and  enjoy  the  sweets  of  liberty ;  we  have 
watched  the  creditable  position  taken  by  the  town  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion ;  we  have  followed  the  early  &then 
to  church  and  to  school,  and  have  seen  the  gradual  changes 
which  have  given  their  children  more  enlightenment  and 
greater  opportunities ;  we  have  learned  the  history  and  the 
romance  which  have  become  associated  with  the  ancient 
structures  which  have  served  as  landmarks  year  after 
year;  and,  finally.,  we  have  studied  the  more  recent 
events,  which  show  us  the  town  as  it  exists  to-day. 

From  the  narration  of  these  facts  the  reader  can  but  feel, 
as  the  Hon.  John  D.  Long  said  at  the  two  hundred  and 
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fiftieth  celebration  of  the  bettlemeut  o£  the  towu,  that 
Dorchester  "  sprang  like  Miuerva  from  the  brow  of  Joye, 
fully  equipped  and  matured.**  Tbo  fint  settlers  of  the 
town  came  from  an  atmoBpheie  of  more  extended  learning 
and  attainments  than  did  most  of  tbe  early  ccdonizera. 
They  were  influenced  by  such  men  as  the  Rev.  John 
White,  and  by  the  broad-minded  governors,  John  Endi- 
cott  and  John  Winthroj).  It  was  natui-al,  therefore,  that 
they  should  not  need  the  development  which  comes  from 
contact  with  and  conquest  over  people  of  superior  accom- 
plishments; but.  escaping  the  lowest  and  most  degrading 
phases  to  )m  found  in  many  similar  enterprises,  should 
have  starteci  at  the  tiununit. 

The  Dorchester  citizen  of  to-day  may  feel  that,  —  with 
the  advaneea  which  have  been  made  in  every  branch  of 
science,  with  the  superior  opportunities  for  learning,  with 
the  modem  advancement, — he  is  fsr  ahead  of  his  ancestor 
who  trod  the  same  ground  more  than  two  centuries  and  a 
half  ago.  Well  may  he  feel  so;  and  yet  let  him  remember 
that,  long  years  after  he  has  passed  away  and  is  forgotten, 
the  liLstory  of  the  first  town  government  and  the  first  free 
public  school  will  kepp  alive  the  nieniorv  of  those  who  laid 
the  foundations  of  Good  Old  Do&cumTK&. 
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BUu  kman,  L.  .S..  120. 

Blue  Hilh,  ^JijIL. 

Bodge,  Edward,  llfl ;  Rev.  George  M..27fl. 

Boieii,  James,  132  ;  Jeremiah  Smith,  li&. 

Bolton,  Nicholas.  210. 

Bond,  George,  ailL 

Boston,  29,  -.lb.  49,  62,  66,  78,  148,  164, 

289.  2'JO,  aSL 
boston  Harbor,  first  accurate  description 

of,  21 ;  described  bv  William  Wood, 28. 
Boston  Tea  Party.  lilL 
Bostwlck,  Zacha'riah,  141. 
Boundaries,  eiitablislicd,  U;  described, 

I&  ;  difficulties  concerning,  109. 
Bowdoin,  Governor  James,  ^H, 
Ittiwen,  B.  F.,  11!L 

liowman,  Kev.  Jonathan,  112^  143^  151L 
lilU;  sketch  of,  -IM^  2ai;  William,  322. 
Boynton.  George  F.,  43V  126;  T.S..421L 
Hradforti,  George  G.,2ii2  ;  Martin  1...2a2. 
Bradley,  Jonathan,  laiti  Nathan,  108,  USI 
Hradshaw,  Aarun,  419;  J.  N.,  llflL 
Bradittrcet,  Simon.  88. 
Braintrce,  town  of,  OTj  IS* 
Kranker,  John,  UL  | 


Breck,  Edward,  44.  ZB. 

Brewer,  Cyrus.  4^2;  D.  ClwmKT.  421; 
Rev.  Darius  R..278;  John,  IMi  Thad- 
deus,  llfi, 

Briant,  John,  91. 

Bridges,  149,  ir»7. 

Bridgewater,  m. 

Bridgham  Houm*.  380. 

Brigham,  Jonathan,  360. 

Briggs,  Clement,  02. 

Brimxmead,  William.  101- 

British,  in  Boston,  132,  IM. 

Brook  line,  town  of,  121),  .t48. 

Brooks,  Kt,  Rev.  PhTTTips,  2S2. 

Bruwn.  Benjamin  F.,  383,  886.  388; 
David,  4;^  John,  Si. 

Browne,  C.  A.,  12!L 

Bullinch,  Rov.  8.  G.,  2QI. 

Bum  pus.  Deacon  I>aurin  A..  2fil< 

Bunker  Hill,  Battle  of,  13L  Ifil- 

Burr,  H.  D.,  426:  Rev.  Jonathan,  con- 
troversy with  Rev.  Richard  Mather, 
6L  58:'.->ketch  of,  232. 

Bursley,  John,  H. 

Burying-Ground,  fence  built  around,  83j 
dei^cription  of,  28-)-285 :  epitapha  in, 
28.V-2W7. 

Bush,  Mrs.  Emily  H.,  m 

Butler,  Ilenrv,  3i£L 

Butler  School,  iili. 

Butt,  Richard.  UL 

Bulterworth,  IIezekiah,ifi2. 


GALLEY.  Peter,  fiL 
Cambridge,  129,  152.  See  N*wUm. 
Campaign  of  1840,  im-I'J2. 
Campbell,  James,  12!L 
Canada,  exptniition  against,  90,  91. 
Canton,  town  of,  4L.  [iV  7S,  'Wb  ;  set  off 

from  Dorchester,  JjL 
Capen,  Barnard,  40,  356,  367i  Bernard. 
139;  Christopher,  141i    Da\-is,  347; 
Kphraim,  lil2;  Captain  John.  40,~B2, 
96;  John,  Uli  John.  Jr.,  139;  John. 
JrT,  aa2i  Jonathan,  413;  Nahum,  261; 
Preser>-ed,  li^  ;  Samuel,  146,  2itl ; 
Thcophilus,  321. 
Caps,  Isaac,  ILL 
Carr,  Frank,  121. 
Carriel,  Thomas.  UL 
Carruth.  Herbert  S.,  470i  Nathan.  IM. 
Carter,  Joshua,  1£L 

CaMle.  The,  described  by  Captain  Clap, 
5!)j  Rogwr  Clap  appointed  captain  of, 
74:  l>oundaries  extend  to,  78^  training 
at,  l.^>9:  burned,  Ml. 

Castle  Island.  5SL 

Catholic  Church,  see  St.  Peter. 

Cattle,  provision  for,  II. 

Central  Athletic  Club,  4fi&. 

Chadwick.  S.  S.,  421. 

Chambers.  William.  IM. 

Champncy,  Samuel,  12&^ 
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Chandler,  William,  329i  Samnel.  flL. 
Channing,  Rev.  William  E., 
Chaplin,  Ho!i««,  &1. 

"Charles  Carroll,"  the,  111:  description 
of.  177,  178:  arrival  of,  lUL 

CharlwCity,  Va.,  289^  2510. 

Charles  Rivtr,  23,  2L 

Charlealown,  mTMi  12E.  162,  ^  m 

Cheney,  Sauiuel,  32i:  WilTiam.  yL 

"  Chesapeake. "  the,  151,  1^ 

Cbickataubut,  Jooian,  chieTof  the  "  Ma»- 
nacbuscttA "  Indians,  dl ;  good-will 
towards  earlv  settlers,  31,  77;  contro- 

•  versv  with  Iving  PbilipTlI;  death  of, 
TL  ' 

Child,  Griffin,  ML 

Chittenden,  Albert,  A., 

Choate,  Kufus,  early  sufiferiDgs  of  the 
Puritans,  32. 

Cboate,  Kufus,  HI. 

Chocolate,  447-448. 

Chocolate  mill,  1^  163,  114. 

*' Chroriolopical  and  Tt>p<>);raphical  Ac- 
count of  L)orcbe»ter,"  2^  2iL 

Church,  e^sa^  towards  gathering,  42^ 
exercises  ita  correcting  power, 
the  coruer-stone  of  the  community, 
ai6;  early  prominence  of  the,  215: 
ciutoms,  21>>;  coing  to,  217;  order  of 
services,  217:  length  of  prayers,  218. 
819;  seating  of  tl>e  congregation,  219; 
music,  220-222 ;  frigid  atmosphere  m, 
222.  223;  first  meeting-house,  223j  dis- 
cussion as  tn  precedence  of  church  at 
Dorchester  or  Windsor,  227, 228i  cove- 
nant, 228-230;  new  meeting-house, 
233;  meetimt-house  of  1678,  23.') :  meet- 
ing-house of  1743.  239,  240 ;  unity  of, 
247 ;  list  of  ministers  of  First  Parish, 
247.  248;  lands  belonging  to  the,  270i 
271:  siimman,',  287-288.  4IL, 

Churchill.  Asaph, 

<!hurcb  Records,  extracts  from,  97,  UKL 

Cilley.  Mrs.  William  11.,  m. 

Civil  War,  see  KthtlUon. 

Clap  f<"Iappl,  Abncr,  139i  A.  W.  426i 
David,  lili  David.  4lKh  David,  "Jr^^ 
13ft;  Ebenexer.  ill,  139 ;  Ebcnezpr.  Jr.. 
1.39.  HfL  1^  liUj  I>eacon  F.ilward. 
ftl,  2ifi^  Kdward,  UL  lilL:  Dr.  Kle- 
azer.  lt>8;  Elisha,  139i  Eliza,  T..  453; 
EzfkfFTTHl;  Ezra.  139i  Henry  A., 
184.  18H,  282 ;  Elder  Hopestill,  lOO, 
306;  John,  304;  John,  141^  HCj  J.TT, 
427;  John  P.,282j  4G1  :"Jmiathan.  108. 
141:  Jonathan.  Jr..  131) ;  Deacon  Joseph, 
25L  2«4,  2«8i  Lemuel,  Captain,  136, 
35!) :  UmiielTJr..  Ulj  Lemuel,  VPT; 
Nathaniel,  139i  Nicholas,  67;  Noah, 
121.  147^  .1l8,311t;  Richard.Hi  Sam- 
nel.  87.  .306;  Samuel,  141;  Samuel. 
2t'.  TS\;  Samuel,  Jr.  Ufti  Supply. 
141,  Hii  Ihaddeus,  449;  Thonjas. 
njj  William,  449. 


Clapp.  Deacon  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  194.  195. 

m  240,  245,  248,  267,  3Mi  iketcE 
of.  451i;  portrait  of,  459. 

Clap  House,  .'IM-.ttiO. 

Clap,  Roger,  24^  21;  early  privations 
and  hardsiiips,  33j  freeman,  40_i  de- 
scription of  the  r^tlc,  59^  tiireatcned 
invasion  by  the  Dutch,  Zii;  appointed 
captain  of  the  Castle,  74^  autograph, 
92:  sketch  of,  92j  death,  U2_i  me- 
moirs of,  195:  signs  petition  to  Gene- 
ral Court,  303 ;  lays  out  school  land, 
304;  home"o7r358';  children  of.  358. 

ClartVA.C,  432;  G^rge,  ISa;  G.  H.,42fi; 
Jeremiah  Tucker,  184 ;  Richard,  183. 

Clarke,  Bray,  44^  Joseph,  40[  Solomon, 
91j  William,  fiL 

Clement,  Augustine,  40^  91j  265;  Mrs. 
ElizalN-th,  '^ix 

Clubs.  4fi8-471. 

Coache*.  see  SUiyt-<!onche». 

Cobb,  Moses  S,,  202,  2(ffl. 

Cobb,  Madam,  3iK). 

Cuddington,  fifi* 

Cotlman  Club,  470. 

Cmlman  House,  4 14-416:  illustration.  175. 

Codman,  Rev.  John,  D.D.,  description 
of  Midway,  Ga.,  100^  101;  delivers 
address,  169:  death  of,  199 ;  introduc- 
tory  pruyer  by,  246;  sketch  of,  253: 
controversy  with  members  of  Second 
Church,  •i■^4^263:  jwrtrait  of,  261; 
connection  with  Donhester  Academy, 
340;  meetings  with  Webster,  391^  392; 
purchase  of  C'odman  House,  414;  Cod- 
man  Club  named  for,  470. 

Codman,  Captain  John,  ^341.371.  414. 

Codman,  W  illiam  C,  arrival  of  the 
"Charles  Carn)ll,"  178;  presidential 
campaign  of  1840,  lg!CT92 :  the  Web- 
ster House,  390;  anecdote  of  Webster, 
392;  recollections  of  Dorchester  Acad- 
emy, 402-404. 

Coffin,  Charles  Carleton.  Sfiii  N.  W., 
432.  4;t3;  William  E.,  432j  Deacon 
Z.  E..  2ia. 

Cogan,  John,  4iL 

Cole,  Nathaniel,  132^ 

Collacott  [Collicol]  Richard,  27^  iO, 

C'ollin,  I>>muel,  laSL 

Collins.  Patrick,  421L 

Collyer  (ColliorJ  I.emuel,  lifi. 

Commerce  in  IVirrhcster,  177-181. 

Company  K.,  -llS-agl. 

Commercial  Point,  177, 180, 18L  JOl^ 
413.  414. 

Committee  of  Correspondence,  129^ 

Commoner,  360. 

Communion  Cups,  264, 

Connor,  M.  P.,  427"rPatrick.  182. 

Constables,  1 13. 

"  Constitution,"  the,  157. 

Continental  Congress,  131, 135,  lii2. 

Cook,  Zebedec,  340,  449,  43fl. 
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Cooke,  Aaron,  ^ ;  William,  SL. 

Coolidge.  Saiuuol,  139,  iiL 

Cooper,  I'eter,  2<)8. 

Cupper  works,  tirst,  liHS. 

Council  for  the  Safety  of  the  People  and 

Conservation  of  the  Peace,  S& 
"  Courier,"  the,  ITTj  UiL 
Covenant.  ChurcfiTSarm 
Cox.  John.  140;  Samuel,        8.  H.,  426. 
Crabtree,  .lehossuphat,  liL 
Cracker  .Manufnctor>%  174. 
Crane.  DaviU.  13'J:  tbenezer,  91j  Elisha, 

14«;  Lemuel.  149,  ii25j  Luther,  148i 

S^,  Uyj  Voee,  146i  Zebulon,  SO 

Zibe,  IM. 
Crehore,  Mrs.  Diana,  449;  Samuel, 
Crewhore,  John,  Ul^ 
Crosbv.  Samuel,  1^ 
Crouc)i,  William.  141- 
**  Cruise  of  the  Juniata,"  1^ 
Curbing,  Dr.  Benjamin,  340^  SMj  418i 

42Q ;  Jo<<hua,  2IL 
Cummin«  House,  333^ 
Cummins,  Maria,  SHI, 
Cunningham,  Kev.  Francis,  2Z8. 
Curtice,  Kichanl,  Si. 
Curtis,  Joseph,  Olj  Philip,  33SL 
Cutler,  Deacon  Elijah,  264^  ^ 
"Cyane"  the,  liL 
Cyson,  Edward,  14iL 


DALE,C.  F.,  42L 
Dame  sch(M>ls,  3nS. 
Danfortb,  Dr.  Klijah.  lU,  317j  Samuel, 

317:  Dr.  Thomas,  IM^ 
Danfortb,  Kev.  John,  salary  guaranteed 
by  the  town,  107;  death,  112;  sketch 
of,  112,  2:i5,  iMr~ 
Daniels,  Ebene/.er,  lAK. 
Darby,  Prince,  lifl. 

Davenport,  Amasa,  348:  Benajah,  139: 
Charles,  lili;  Daniel,  2±2 ;  EUnczer, 
IMi  George.  IMl  \>*mc,  139^  Isaac 
Shaw,  139 :  James,  14fi:  Joseph,  139; 
Josiah,  Uli ;  Samuel,  139. 

Daveii|H)rt,  Ensipi  Hichard,  42:  captain 
of  the  Castle,  5^  killed  by  lightning, 
li 

Davis,  Ebenezer,  189,  136;  Nebemiah, 
141 ;  Paul.  139 ;  Samuel,  commercial 
hopes  of  Doa-hester,  181 :  Stephen,  14<i. 

Deacons,  215.  248,  2f.4,  278. 

Deans.  (Junnison,  4211 . 

Dedhani,  town  of,  U8^  78j  set  off  from 
Dorchester,  78j  meeting  at,  130;  rally 
at, 

Deebie,  Robert,  40. 
De  Luce,  Francis.  139. 
Denison,  William. 
Dennett,  T.  S..  42L 

Dunnv,  Francis  P.,  426.  427:  Henry  O., 

1!)4'. 

Denslow,  Nicholas,  4SL 


De  Ruither,  Admiral,  73. 

Deutting,  Augustus,  421. 

Dewey,  Charles  A.,  21();  Thomas,  4tL 

Dexter,  Kev.  Henry  IT,  l).  D.,a&L 

Dickens,  Charles,  382. 

Dickerman,  Benjamin,  14L 

Dimmock,  [Diniocke]  Thomas,  40. 

Directory,"  the,  adopted,  ClL 
Dodge,  Mrs.  Catherine,  279;  O.  J.,  ISfi. 
Dolbear  House,  378^  aiiL 
Doody,  John,  421. 

Dorchester,  tin^t  settlement  in  Suffolk 
County,  30^  derivation  of  name,  30^ 
severity  of  the  tirst  two  yean,  3ii  first 
s|M;cial  town  government  in  New  Eng- 
land established,  2h;  arrival  of  second 
shipload.  35j  early  importance  of  the 
town,  iJii  emigration  to  Windsor. 
Conn.,  3«j  arrival  of  Kev.  Richard 
Mather  and  now  colonists,  36j  tirst 
freemen,  39ji  later  freemen,  40i  refer- 
ences by  early  writers,  40,  41:  danger- 
ous surroundingK  of  the  early  setters, 
42;  first  warfare,  42;  dUtribution  of 
Unds,  45j  provision~ror  cattle,  47^  48; 
arrival  of  new  settlers,  48j  conflict 
with  Boston  about  Thompson's  Island, 
49,  &Q ;  first  free  school  efttablishe<l, 
W,  289;  law  concerning  superflu- 
ities, dO,  M.;  early  plan  oi  the  town, 
51;  cruelty  of  earlv  settlers.  58j  fii>it 
school  committee,  :  the  "  Directorj' " 
adopted,  UOj  references  in  old  colonial 
records  to,  62j  the  Indians,  62,  OTj 
anxieties  of  tlie  early  settlers,  02;  STil- 
ton  set  off  from.  ZO';  petition  for  privi- 
leges, 72,  Z2:  threatened  invasion  bv 
the  Dutch,  73j  boundaries  establishe<{, 
74:  early  grants  of  land  to,  74-78; 
towns  set  off  from,  JSs  King  Philip's 
War,  79j  80;  sufferings  of  the  peo- 

file,  SIT;  am  from  London  and  Diil>- 
in,  80:  close  of  coloninl  times,  S^, 
8ti:  transition  from  ooloni  it  to  provin- 
cial period,  87-90  ;  expedition  against 
Canada,  90,  91j  ex|iedition  to  .*»onlh 
Carolina,  96,  97^  earthcjiiake  of  1727, 
111 :  growth,  113:  arrival  of  White- 
ficld.  115;  expedition  against  the 
French,  116,  UTi  drought  of  1749. 121: 
stand  taken  in  Kevoliition,  124-14-': 
lists  of  soldiers  in  Itevolulion,  l-IT-141 : 
close  <>f  provincial  period,  144;  Shavs's 
Rebellion,  145-147:  duel.  14L  lili 
annexation  of  llorchester  Xeck  to 
Bost4m,  148,  i49j  War  of  1812,  l.V>- 
1^  ;  gale  of  1815,  Utl ;  two  hundredth 
anniversary,  168-170 ;  stnge-coaches, 
170,  III:  training  and  muster  days, 
171 :  advances  of  two  centuries,  lt3 : 
importance  of  commerce,  177-181  ; 
Washington  Village  annexed  to  Bo*^ 
ton,  183 :  opposition  to  railroad.  192- 
194:  celebration  of  325th  anniversary, 
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800-214 ;  early  prominence  of  the 
church,  215 ;  'liiM  nie«tiiiK-houii«  in, 
SUii ;  religii>u»  unity,  2il  ;  celebration 
of  2d0th  anniversary,  248;  iumiing  of 
the  Second  Church,  Hi);  celebration  of  . 
25Uth  annivcntarj-  of  Hrst  tcbool,  .■>49- 
HM;  eurly  lii<ni'e»,  H^;  in  Itebelliun, 
41&-4'i^2 :  rieal  adupied,  i2il;  U»t  town 
meeting,  4.{T  ;  n  lihraiion  of  2&Utb  aa- 
niver^ary,  4.i:j-4.i*i ;  aiva,ll£;  popula- 
tion, 478  ,  ichools,  418  ;  churche>,  illL 

Dorche»ter  Academy,  iUO  34-';  4UJ-tll4. 

Dorchester,  Canatla,  il2. 

Dorchester  Company,  preparations  fur 
cmljn^tion,  21 ;  formation  of,  21 ;  the 
landinK)  2Li  ex|)editiun  to  Watertown, 
2!i;  Kttlement  at  Matla|ian,  2iL 

Dorchester,  Eiifjland,  letter  from.  213,214 

Donrheater  Height*,  Mst  off  from  itorchea- 
ter,  la. 

Dorchester  Historical  Society,  470. 
Dorclieittcr  NccW  [(mat  Neck],  47j  62. 

iortiticati«n«  en-cted  on,  141.  1627164; 

annexation  to  Bunion,  148,  USl 
Dorcheiiter  Point,  see  Dvrchtsttr  Neck. 
DorcheKter  Proprietors,  41 ;  gitU  of  land, 

60,  107i  incori»orated,  108;  gift  of  bell 

io'cEurch.  124.  2iLL 
Dorcliet>ter  Woman's  Club,  40fl. 
Dove,  John,  lifi. 

Downer,  Samuel,  108,  US ;  Samiiel,  Jr., 
353.  432,  443. 

Dra|)er7Moi>e«.  IMl  P«ul,  141i  Philip.  324. 

Driscnll,  .lames,  427. 

Drown,  Rev.  E.  L.,  2ai- 

Duncan,  Nathaniel,  2L  ;  selectman.  34  : 
freeman,  HI;  lieutenant  of  military 
company,  43j  connection  with  Town 
Record/,  44;  signs  Church  Covenant, 
230. 

Dunmore  brothers,  170. 

Dutch,  threatened  invasion  bv  the,  13. 

Dyer,  George,  'iTj  Sli;  Mrs.  Julia  K.  m 


},"^ALES  [I'^les],  John.  40,  52,  5<L 
"  Earl  of  l'uiicai><>g,"^i2r 
Earthquakes,  11 1 ,  llli, 
Enstburn,  Kt.  Rev.  Manton,  D.D.,  278, 
Ea^t^Mi,  123. 

Eaton,  Capiain  Ebenerer,  171^  191j  439- 

441) :  p«>rtr»it  of,  441. 
Eaton,  Pearson,  13!L 
E«ldy,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  4fi9;  Otis.fiJL 
Edward  Everett  S<  Ihk»I.  347. 
Edwards,  Henry  W.,  282. 
Etfglesion,  hifint  [Uapit],  33. 
Eliot,  Rev.  Clirist'ipher  R.,  241. 
EJiot,  Rev.  John,  the  "Apostle  to  the 

Indians,"  62^    letter   to  Mai.-Gen. 

Atherton,  fih  ;  obtains  grant  of  Ponka- 

poag  Plantation  to  the  Indians,  ZI  ; 

death,  22^  portrait  of.  03;  aketcb  of, 

fifi ;  Day  Vi^lm  Book,  2217 


Eliot's  Chair,  d& ;  illustration,  Shx 

Elii»,  Dr.  (ieorge  E.,  changes  of  provin- 
cial |>eriud,  W  ;  remarks  at  250th  anni- 
versary, 4;i8- 

Ellis,  .loHcpli,  131L 

Elwtll,  Robert,  44. 

Emerson,  Annie  A..  470. 

Emery,  Charle*.  2fi2. 

English,  Juhn,  141. 

Eiidicott.  William  E.,  348. 

"  KiMsrvier,"  the,  Ifii 

Episcopal  Church,  see  St.  Mary's  Church. 

Epitapii-i,  in  Old  Burving  Ground,  285- 

EuiuH,  Richard,  £LL 
Evans,  H.  A.,  42fL 

Everett.  Benjamin.  106;  Ebeneier,  325. 
33Q ;  Florence.  410 ;  Francis,  340 :  I^ev. 
Moses.  144 :  sketch  of.  241 ;  M<»e8,  Jr., 
252.  325.  332;  Rev.  O.ivcr,  323u  405; 
Captain  Samuel  H.,  245;  William, 

Everett,  F>dward,  early  sufferings  of  the 
colonists.  32 ;  reference  to  Savin  Hill, 
51;  invited  to  ^iv«  address  at  Lyceum 
Hall,  ISL  ;  delivers  addre^  at  celebra- 
tion of  225th  anniversary',  'iUO-atW ; 
portrait  of,  205 ;  poem  recited  by,  321; 
oirlh  place,  405. 

Everett  House,  405;  illustration,  185. 


L^MRBANKS,  Master,  Mh 

Kairn.  Daniel,  135L 
Pais,  Andrew,  427. 

Fales,  Deacon  Charlei  E.,  2IB ;  Deacon 

David.  aiSi 
Farri»,  William,  130. 
Feakes  I  Fookexl,  Ilcnrj',  41L 
Feake!«  [Feke],  l-ieutenant  Robert,  74. 
Felt.  Edward,  IIL 

Fenno,  Isaac,  liffi.  280 ;  Joseph,  Ufi ; 

Enoch,  131L 
Fessenden.  Jonathan,  13!i. 
Field,  Deacon  John  W.,  264;  Michael, 

Fitield.  Mrs.  Emily  A..  350.  353.  m 
Filer,  Walter.  40. 
Fire  engine,  141. 

First  Parish  Church,  illustration,  225.  See 

Church. 
Fisheries,  whale  and  cod,  177. 
Filching,  444-44(i. 
Fletcher.  Henry,  3^ 
Fling,  John,  130. 

Flint.  Rev.  Josiah,  79^  82;  sketch  of,  234. 

Flood,  Joseph,  44. 

Flynn,  Deacon  Jacob,  277.  2Z8. 

FoNnm.  Frederick  K..  403. 

Ford,  Thomas,  27,  31L 

Foster.  Eli^hn.Ht;  E  C.  426^  Frank  A., 
Mii  H.  C,  i2!L  l>eacon  In,  278i 
John,  139j  John,  82,  312-314;  John, 
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Jr.,  m;  SundfMt,  108^ Uncle  Ned." 

22iiWillij»in,  HL 
Fo«t«r,  Captain  Hopestill,  letter  from 

King  l'h)li|>,  iH ;  autograph,  HI ;  death, 

&1;  signs  petition  to  General  Court, 

303;  lays  out  school  land,  304;  gift  to 

school,  ML 
KowIe,  Mm.  Minnie,  470. 
Fowler,  George,    171 :   Stephen,  139; 

Stephen,  tertias,  130. 
Fowst,  William,  91- 

Foxboro',  town  of,  78|  set  off  from  Dor- 
chester, IS;  dam  Wilt  at,  llih. 

Fox.  Charles  B.,  426:  John  A..  425:  Rev. 
Thomas  B.,  2fi2TThoma«  B.^fr.,  425, 
42fL   

Freemen,  list  of  lirst,  39;  \i»t  of  later,  40. 

"  Free  "  school,  significance  <if  name, 

French,  the  predecessors  of  Capt.  .John 
Smith,  24:  expedition  a^inst,  116; 
retaliation  of,  liu^  120.  Hifi, 

French.  G.  H.,  iWiii.  I...  12L:  Stephen, 
ilL 

Frothingham,  Rev.  Frederick,  453;  Rev. 

N.  L..  2UI. 
Fav,  Richard,  IL 
Fuller,  Ama.<w,  iA&i  li.  A..  i2L 


GALLAGHER,  Charles  T.,  .350. 
Gallop.  Humphrey,  iL 
Gam<>by,  .lohn,  I  ■«>- 
Gannett,  Samuel,  Hi. 
Garch.  John.  14ti. 

Gardner.  Abner,  32^  Dr.  Henrv,  245; 

Governor  Hfiiry  .1..  208.  ML 
Gardner  Hous<f,  .t'T0-;i7.'"i 
Gankins,  W.  B.,  421. 
Gavlord    [GallardJ.   William,  27,  OTj 

John,  2lL. 
George,  Hiram  M.,34i»i  William,  fiL 
Gibbeiis,  Kn!>ign,  14. 
Gibbes,  Giles,  selectman,  35j  freeman, 

liL 

Gib»on,  Christopher,  30,  M4,  31UL 

Gibyon  Fund,  311a. 

Gibson  School.  34^ 

Gilbert.  John,  44. 

Giles,  Samuel,  141. 

Gill.  Jacob.  140,  IGU  l&L 

Gillct,  Jonathan,  41L 

Girls,  education  of,  308,  3Q!L 

Gloaaon.  Kilw«rd  F.,  420;  l.'onwrll,  348: 
Mr!«.  Roswell,  Ifil- 

(ilennen,  Rev.  Charles  F.,  283. 

Glover.  Albert  H.,  4201  Alexander,  139. 
14«:  Ebeueeer,  LMk  Edward,  IM,  i;y.<; 
E<lwar(l,  Jr..  140;  Elisha,  13'J ;  Enoch, 
141:  Enoch,  Jr7^141;  Ezra7T39;  Har- 
rison,  427:  John.  .39,  44i  Jo.-uali.  139i 
Nathaniel,  111 :  P^tiah,  321i  lialph.  1 
39;  Samuel,  lifi.  I 

Goeth,  Fntz,  42Z.  I 


Goff,  John,  liL 

Goffe,  John,  Jr.,  lifi. 

Goite  [Govt],  John,  44. 

Goodspee^,  Captain,  17L 

Gooley,  James,  lilL 

Goniell  IGornelJ.  John,  66,  SOL. 

Gorton,  Samuel,  &S. 

Gould.  Samuel,  32^. 

Granite  Bri<lge,  18t). 

Grant,  Matthew,  411. 

Granville,  Hev.  William,  2IL 

Gray,  Samufl  C.,  3'.iO ;  Rev.  Thomu,  24fi. 

Great  Neck,  see  /Jui  ckcsler  .\'eek. 

Green,  Jamei*,  140. 

Greene,  Gardiner,  14^ 

Greenleaf.  Tbumat.  l 'I'i- 

Greenowav  [Greuawav],  John,  39,  67; 

.Anne.  3''62,  3«5. 
liriggs,  Samuel,  liO. 
GruKh,  Joseph  G.,  ifift 
Gulliver,  John,  ill;  Rufus,  UQ, 
Gulliver's  Creek,  179. 
Gunn,  Thomas,  40. 


HALE,  Rev.  F.dward  Everett,  2t»,  iSSL 
Hall.  G.-orKe.  27;  H.  426; 
James  E  .  420;  .lohn.  UT;  Joseph, 
Joseph  E..  174;  Llovd  Bowers,  lii'J :"nrr 
Lyman.  lOOi  Xatbaniel,  44 ;  (Oliver,  184. 
4«7:  Paul,  lay.  IGO.  237  ,TI-letiah.  140; 
Ensign  Rielianl7"2()2r314;  Samuel. "ST; 
Solomon.  14«, 
Hall,  Rev.  N'aiT.aniel,  Jr.,  IM.  194,  203, 
232,  241.  242;  sketch  of.  241 :  portSit. 
213:  remarks  at  funeral  of  Rev.  Ri.:hard 
I'ike,  27.'> :  rhainnan  school  board,  ■'^M- 

Hamii  d.  Deacon  Daniel,  278. 

Hancm  k,  John,  125.^  12B. 

Haiinaii,  John,  447. 

Hannum,  William, 

Harding,  William.  1£L 

Harris  J.  E..  427:  S.  B..  i2h  SchooL 

348j  WilliamHlO :  William,  340. 
Harris,  Rev.  Thaddeiw  Ma«on.  D.  D., 
147.  157.  I(i9.  235;  sketch  of, 

24  J,  212";  portrait  of,  243  :  !«ermon  bv, 
24>i:  signs  ietrcrto  Second  Church,  2f<2; 
connection  with  hortic  ullure,  44',i.  4.v>- 
Hnrrison  .S|uare.  earlv  names  for,  5fi. 
Hart.  C.  E..  427j  Ivd'mund,  40;  Tliomas 

N..  35i 
Hartford,  Conn.,  82. 
Ilar%-ard  College, 
Hatch,  Thomai.  40. 

Hathorne,  William,  selectman,  35j  free- 
man, 40. 
Hawoa,  John.  141- 

Hawkins.  Captain  Thomas,  sketch  of,  jfi; 

autograph,  bfL 
Havdt  n,  .John,  40;  William,  liO. 
Ilnyter,  A.  W.,  212. 
Haywnrd.  Jacob,  141. 
HeiUey,  Nathaniel,  LLL 
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Heaton,  Benjamin,  328. 

llendley,  Jernniah,  427. 

Hendry,  William,  171. 

Henry*  L.  Pierce  Sdiool,  354,  391;  illus- 
tration, 2£JL 

Henvha,  Daniel,  HL 

••  Herald,"  the,  177, 179. 

Hcreman,  Thomas,  lifi. 

Herscy,  Abel,  147. 

Hewent,  Benieinan,  91. 

Hewins,  Jacob,  82i  John,  3M:  W.  0., 
42L. 

Hewitt,  Thomas,  liL 
"  History  of  Dorchenter,"  135. 
Hichboni,  Colonel  Ueniamin,  iQI ;  Sam- 
uel, iQ2. 

High  School,  839j  346i  Lvceum,  i2&. 
HiH,  John,  57:  J.  6.,  427;  Thomas. 

2I3L 
Hingbam,  IBl. 

HitchincR,  Deacon  William,  3&L 

Hobart,  William,  179. 

Holbrook,  C.  C,  202. 

Holcomb,  Thoma»,  40. 

Holden.  Rdwartl.  .528;  Edward,  194, 195. 
879.  282:  James,  lilj  Dr.  PEmeiui, 
liii  Samuel.  Jr.,  1461  Dr.  William,  144- 

IIoli<lav(i.  in  ochool,  .143-344. 

Holland,  John,  44.  444. 

Hollcy,  Jf»!«eph,TL 

HollinG^sworth,  Amor,  448;  A.  L.,  174. 

HoUis  brolhem,  171. 

Homans,  Captain  John,  138;  Samuel, 
140. 

Homer,  Thomas  S.,  419. 

Holman.  John.  43,  iil  Thomas,  IML 

Hnlnieii,  Rev.  Abiel,  99;  George,  91j 
George.  426:  K.  T.,  CHL 

Hooper,  Jol^,  279^  222. 

Hoppin,  John, 

Horn-book,  3.'tB. 

Horticulture,  449-4fil. 

Horton,  Am.  l-i!i:  I.pmnfl.  UQ, 

Ho«foni  [Horeford]  William,  40. 

lli>!>kin«,  John,  itlL 

Hoten  [.^touffhton]  Silas,  141. 

Houghton.  IVacon  Kills,  204^  2fia. 

Uou«cs,  old.  Barnard  Capen,  356;  Clap. 
358:  Bridt'hsm,  3t>0;  Pierce,  3C0 ; 
Minot,  365;  BIske,  369;  Gardner.  -370: 
Hi»toricTlarn,  Qlii  Dol»)eBr,  318;  Ball 
HiiKhe*,  ailii  Web«ter,  aSfl ;  WiihiiiK- 
ton,  392:  Cummins.  393;  Swan,  3'J4: 
Morton  Pavilion,  aUU  ;  Walter  Baker, 
401 ;  Kverett.  405;  Tavlor.  4fML  N*-well, 
411:  Codman~m  :  Tiittle,  41iL 

Howard.  Robert,  44,  gOj  2«»7,  ML 

Howe,  FVacon  Charles,  Mil  Edward, 
W.,  Dearon  Isaac,  264:  I.  A.. 
427;  Janiea  Blake,  a2fi;"John,  149^ 
3iL2:  Deacon  Rufus,  2fi4. 

Howland,  J.  Frank,  114. 

Hoyt,  Simon,  41L 

Hubbard,  early  reference  to  Dorchester, 


34;  oppoaition  to  emigration  to  Wind- 
sor, Conn  ,  36. 

Hubbert  [Hulbcrt]  William,  ffl 

Huchings,  John  House,  147- 

Hudson,  Captain,  71. 

Hughs,  Andrew.  I4i). 

HuKhes,  Ball,  379-389;  Mrs.  Ball,  388, 
387. 

Hull,  li^ 

Hull,  Georpe,  40;  John,  40,  618. 

Humfrey,  Elder  James,  sketch  of,  84; 
James,  140i  321;  Jonas.  141;  Micab, 
18Q;  NalTianiel,  14iJ ;  WilTiani,  140. 

Humphreys,  Rev.  Charles  A.,  427  .  4fil; 
Henrv,  IM;  Deacon  Henrv.  5Jg]  267, 
a4aif)eacon  James,  245,  248.  2r)2,  307. 
335,  3iQ  ;  Richanl  350,  353.  426. 
Walter,  425,  i2S. 

Hunt,  Charles,  432 ;  Jeremiah,  Iffl ; 
Joseph,  14(1. 

Husav,  Robert,  fiL 

Hutc&in^on,  Governor  Thomas,  161.  44.S. 

Hyde,  George  B..  353. 

Hyde  Park,  set  off  from  Dorchester,  Z&< 


IDE,  G.  Herbert,  282. 
Independence,  Fort,  sec  Cattle. 
Indians,  62-67;  letter  of  John  Eliot's 

concerning  the,  fifi. 
Industries,  444-4.51. 
Inglee,  Captain  Moses,  245. 
Ireland,  aid  to  Dorchester  from,  ffil;  aid 
from  Dorchester  to,  8L 


JACKSON,  Gershom,  141;  Henry,  fil; 
Jonathan,  448;  Oliver,  140. 
Jacobs,  Mrs.  Alice  Taylor,  469;  Benja- 
min, 245. 
Jar>-is.  Dr.  Edward,  31^3. 
Jay's  Treaty,  ratitication  of,  157 
Jeffrey,  Thomas,  4U. 
Jenkins,  James,  282;  John,  140;  T.  F., 

4«i!». 

Jennison,  Ensign  William,  42. 
John«un.  description  of  Dorchester,  41: 

Mr.,  44^  Daniel,  lil;  Ezekiel,  liiL 

John,  14U. 
Johnston,  T.  M.,  42lL 
Jones.  Janx-s,  147 ;  .'ohii.  21;  William 

F.,  42&:  Richard,  44:  Thomas,  44i 23{L 

Thomas.  140,  aSib  William  F.,  m 
Jones's  HilI7207.  238.  2aL 
Josselyn,  description  of  Dorchester,  iL 
"Juniata,"  Cruise  uf,  lf»7- 


KEI.TON.  Thomas,  £L 
Keltell,  Thonio!!,  412. 
Keves,  Nathaniel.  146. 
Kifton,  F.lM'nezer,  Jr.,  140;  James,  139; 

John,  140;  Samuel,  DlL 
Kimball,  <  harles  P.,  348. 
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Kirabel,  Ezra,  LUL 

King,  Charks.  UOj  Edward,  194]  Fraiik- 

liD,  194.  4^2;  Lemuel,  lAiL 
Kingesley,  John,  2jllL 
King  Philip'*  War,  cause*  of,  79,  80j 

Buffering*  caused  by,  80, 
Kinnersly  [KiinberlyJ,  Thomas,  Um. 
Kinsley,  Adam,  IM. 
Kirlce,  Percy,  SiL 

Kitchamaki'u,  conveys  taod  to  the  set- 
tlers, 71. 
Kneeland,  John,  3^  WL. 
Knight,  John,  ii. 

Knox,  General  Henry,  364^  ^  396. 


LAKArETTE,  Marquis  de, 
397. 3aa» 

Lambert.  G.  E  ,  12L. 
"  Ijimpiighter,"  the,  393* 
Lancaster,  Edward  M.,  ML. 
Land  Bank  bills 

Lands,  distribution  of,  45,  114 ;  list  of 
grantce<i  of  meadow.  45,  ifi;  belonging 
to  the  Church,  210.  2IE" 

Lawrance,  Kev.  \V.  1.,  2IfL 

I^wrence,  Captain  James,  151,  152, 15ii 

Leach,  Jame^,  3ML 

Leavitt,  John,  40;  Manoah,  194i  W.  P., 
rta. 

Leeds,  Daniel,  3^  Daniel,  Jr.,  22^ 
Edward  Stow,  m  li&i  Henry  M., 
194:  John.  91:  JoMsph,  ilOj  Joseph, 
Jr.,  455:  Josiah,  UO;  Nathan,  140. 
146;  RicbanI,  57j  Samuel,  445 ; 
Thomas,  Ul^ 

Leonard,  Jonathan,  IM  ;  Lucius  P.,  282. 

"Lewis,"  the,  177,  lliL 

Lewis,  James,  140,  I4fi. 

Lexington,  Dorchester  soldiers  in  battle 
of.  12S*  lai ;  battle  of,  ML 

Liberty,  Sons  of,  125^  12^ 

Lighthouse,  fir«t,  m»- 

Lincolu,  Charles  J.,  2M  ;  Hon.  Major- 
General,  IM. 

"  Lining-out,"  22L 

Little,  Kev.  Arthur,  D.  D.,  flSQ ;  Mary 
Brant,  iSS^ 

Locofocos,  182i  191,  Ifla.. 

I/ondon,  aid  to  Dorchester  from,  80. 

Long,  Governor  John  D.,  453,  479 ;  Jo- 
seph, 91. 

Lord,   Eliphalet,  444i  John,  91j  Bev. 

Joseph,  y«.  '2 11 ,  mi^  31iL 
Loud,  SamuelT:;  212. 
Lovcll,  Joshua,  LLl;  Captain  William,  AL 
Lucas,  George  W.,  4m. 
Lyceum  Hull.  184-189. 
Lyon,  Benjamin,  140 ;  David.  141;  Eliab, 

91:  Eliphalet,  111 ;  Henry,  81 ;  Deacon 

Jesse,  228 ;  IVarlev,  329. 
Ludlow,  Roger,  27,  ^  44,  &2  ;  sketch  of, 

■V2-f.5. 


Lumbert,  Thomas,  39- 
Lunenburg,  town  of,  303. 


M 'CLARY,  James,  liSL 
McElroy.  G.  W.,  m  ;  Peter,  liL 
Mctioldrick,  Rev.  Thomas  C, 
McGovertn,  J.,  42lL 
MacGregor,  Deacon  J.  W.,  2Z& 
McGukin,  R.  T.,  421L 
Mclntire,  A.  J  ,  421. 
M'Intosh,  Jeremiah,  IML 
McLean,  Hugh,  ii^. 
M'Lellan,  JuMjph,  Ul. 
Mair,  Thomas,  470. 
Make|)eace,  Thomas,  44^  48. 
Manhattan,  town  of,  ^  ^SL 
Mank.i,  Herbert  M.,  HL 
.Mann,  Ephraim,  141j  Horace,  187j  Wil- 
liam. 141. 
Manning,  George,  lifi. 
Mansfield,  A.  S.,  IM. 
Manutactory  bills,  Ilfi. 
Mapli'V,  ]klathew,  91. 
Marie-Antoinette,  39ti,  397^  398. 
Mar!.h,  C.  H.,  12L 
Miir.hall.  Thomas,  40. 
Marshfleld.  Thomas,  H, 
Marter,  John,  120. 
Martin,  AmbroM,  4Sj 
"  Mary  and  John,"  the  Dorchester  com- 
pany set  sail  in  the,  23 ;  first  of  the 
neet  to  arrive,  21 ;  reaches  Nantasket 
Point,  21. 

"  Mary  and  John,"  the.  poem,  4fi4-4r,6. 
Ma.<wn,  Captain  John,  27,  iQ  ;  Jonathan, 

ua. 

Massachusetts,  derivation  of  name,  66, 

SL 

Ma.ssacbnsett9  Bay  Colony,  settlement 
projected  by  Rev.  John  White,  2i' 
tenns  of  the  patent,  24. 

MsMachnsetts  Fields,  iiiL 

"  Massachusetts  "  Indians,  31. 

Maiisapoag  Brook,  47. 

Mather,  Cotton,  88,  105,  110,  US.;  In- 
crease, lUL 

Mather.  Rev.  Richard,  arrival  of,  3fi ; 
portrait  of,  31;  chosen  teacher  of  the 
i'hurch,  42 ;  rontroversv  with  Rev. 
Jonathan  Burr,  IlL  58:  salary  provided 
for.  til  ;  settles  differences  in  church 
at  Hartford,  C>onn..G2 :  petition  drawn 
up  l»v.  71-73 :  death  of.  IlL:  journal 
of,  liih  ;  B«v  IValm-Book.  ^Wj  signs 
Church  covenant,  230 :  sketch  of,  230, 
2IU  ;  presents  Latin  book  to  school, 
■•K>6. 

Mather  School,  309, 835-339;  illustration, 

.^^.^^7■ 

Mattapan,  settlement  at,  23. 
Maurough,  William,  lifi. 
Maverick,  Rev.  John,  chosen  minister  of 
Dorchester  Company,  2^S ;  among  first 
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freemen,        accident  with  powder, 
'221 ;  cbarscter  of,        death  of,  230  ; 
Mosea.  ilL 
ll&xtield,  Ebcnezer,  13tf ;  John,  llL 
May,  John  J.,  4J2j  ill;  John  P.,  4Ba» 
Mayo,  Thomas,  lifL 

MeHHS,  Kev.  Jaroe*  H.,  189  ;  sketch  of, 
;  historical  sermon  of,  2M  ;  aigns 

letter  to  First  Church,  isiA;  member  of 

•chool  board,  352- 
Mears,  John,  aili ;  John,  Jr.  lifi. 
Hecting-bouse,  2lh. ;  first  in  Dorchester, 

Mendum.  Willis  B.,  IIIL 
Merritield,  John,  &L. 
Mellen,  William,  llg. 
Mellish,  John,  liiL 
Methodist-Kpi»copaI  Church,  2Tfix 
Meraw,  John,  ill;  Samuel,  Ul  ;  Wil- 
liam, 1*1- 

Midwav,  Ga.,  08,  89 :  Dr.  Codman's  risit 

to,  100,  101  -Tetter  from,  210. 
Miller,  Alexander,  iA;  Dr.  Krnsmus  D., 

4&8;  Hczckiah  Read,  HOj  Hezekiah 

Read,  Jr.,  lAiL 
Millet,  G.  C.,  i2L. 
Millett,  Thomas,  &Z. 

MilU,  Edward,  315i  Rev.  W.  FI.,  280.281. 

Milton,  set  off  from  DorclKslcr,  70^  78j 
church  formed  in.  &1:  volunteers  to 
Canada  expedition,  90,  UL;  gift  of 
land  to.  1118 ;  !>oldiers  inShavs's  Rebel- 
lion, 146,  147;  bridg»'  built  f>y,  16L 

Milton  lA)Wfr  Falls,  earlv  name.  Bi- 

Milton  Lower  Mills,  149j  school  at,  a2&. 

Miner,  Rev.  Bradley,  277;  Henry  B., 
348. 

Ministers.  216;  list  of,  in  First  Parish, 
247,  24a. 

Minot  Cradle,  365^  Sdfi:  illustration,  .367. 

Minot,  George,  21 ;  aiitngmph,  27j  select- 
man, .15:  freeman,  UL;  ln'utonant,  81; 
signs  TThurch  covenant,  2-10;  connec- 
tion with  Minot  House,       ;  sketch  of, 

Minot  House.  362^  365^  369  ;  illustration, 

Minot.  James,  314;  John,  304^  ^X;  John, 

167:  Nathaniel,  2ih. 
Minot  School,  -242. 
Mndslev.  Thomas,  81;  T'richf,  81, 
Monroe,  William  V.,  4^  42L 
Montague.  William,  i^L 
Moonke.  Klias,  Ul* 
Moor,  Bartholomew.  UQ 
Moore,  John,  40^  21£i. 
Morev.  JamesTltL 
Morrfll,  John,  91i  .Tohn  M.  E.,  ^ 
Morris,  William,  147. 
Morrow.  Henrv,  421. 
Morse,  Elizabeth,  S2. 
Morton,  Rev.  James  F  .  211;  Perez,  340, 

399.  401,  410.  411 :  Mr«.  Perez,  41£L 
MortonTavilioti,  .yjlt-^Ol. 


Moseley  [Mosleyl,  Ebenezer,  lOT,  141; 

Flavel,  440;  Samuel,  141.  818; 

TlioHias,Trr  146.  149.  ZEI 
Moiley,  John  Loihrop,  4ilL 
Mott,  Rev.  Frederick  B.,  2IiL 
Mount  Uowdoin,  201^  2UUj  view  from,  4. 
Mount  Ida,  28^. 

Mowry,  William  A.,  300,  .150^  351* 
Mulliken,  Dr.  Samuel,  181j 
Mumford,  Rev.  Henry  G.,  2ZJGu 
.Munninp,  Edmund.  iL 
Murdock,  Samuel,  14S. 
Murphy,  Deacon  James  T.,  2Z8. 
Musgrave,  Alexander,  42fi. 
.Music,  in  the  churches,  '^^twgM. 
Muster  Day,  IZL 


"W'AHANT,  town  of,  318. 

1^    Nantaskct  Point,  the  Dorchester 

Company  land  at.  21;  described,  2S. 
Na!>ii,  Jonathan,  140. 
Nazru,  John  G.,  432. 
Neponset  ReserA'oir  Company,  135. 
Ne|>on<««t  Kiver,  29,  47,  65,  '09,  157^  179, 

180j  m.       UCIMj  illustration,  ISL 
Neponset  Villnfjc,  174,  ISO. 
Newbery  lXewbury]7  Tbomaa,  84^ 

40. 

Newbury,  town  of,  289. 

Ni'WcU,  James,  411 . 

Newell  House,  411-414. 

New  Fjigland,  named  by  Capt.  John 

■Smith,  23. 
"New  Grant,"  4A;  consummation  of  the, 

77;  extent  of,  78j  named,  108. 
Newball,  Chwver,  449,  4&L 
Newton  [Newtown),  35,  flfi. 
Newton.  John.  40. 
Nightingale,  T.  J.,  US. 
Niles,  Ebenezer,  370,  411;  John,  44; 

Peter.  140;  SamueClJL 
Noddle's  'TOnd.lfia. 
N»K»k's  Hill,  133,  Ltii. 
Norfolk  Schooiriai. 
Norton,  town  of,  109, 123. 
North  Burying  Ground,  see  Burying 

Ground. 
Noves,  George,  282. 


OLD    BURYING    GROUND,  see 
Burying  Orvund. 
Old  Dorchester  Club,  4118. 
Oldham,  Captain  John,  36,  42. 
Old  Hill,  see  Rock  Hill. 
Oliver,  Colonel  Robert,  405;  Lieutenant- 
(^.veroor  Thomas,  318,  401:  William, 
44!t.  4S1. 
Orchfutra,  churcli.  222. 
Orcutt,  Mrs.  Ellen  Dana,  IfiS. 
Organs.  222. 

Ott  lerman.  Anthonv,  2I& 
Otis,  H.  G..  lis. 
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PACKARD,  Bev.  E.  N.,  4Mi  Joiui- 
than.  UO^  Liberty  D.,  SBL 
Psckcen  rhtio,  aifi. 
Pa^,  Wiltiani  W.,  282. 
Paiae,  Moses,  SL 
Paper-tnakinjj.  448. 
Pa|)er-iiiill,  174. 
Parker,  Jamf<,  ML 
Parkman,  Klias,  ML 
Patten,  Nathaniel, 

Pavson.  Joseph,    141_i  Phillip*,  318j 

Samuel,  14L 
"  Peaco.  k,"  the,  IM. 
Penniinari   House,   see   WtUter  BaJur 

Mannon. 
Pciiuiinnn,  James,  340,  ^02^ 
Pepf»;r,  U.  A,,  4I1L 

Pe<^uot  Indians,  2£ ;  expedition  against, 

li 

Percival,  Captain  John,  sketch  of, 

157 ;  portrait  of, 
Porrv,  Francis,  iiiL 
"  Peter  Parlev,"  IflQ, 
Phelps,  John  B.,  «7i  William,  27j 

selectman,  35j  ainon^;  first  fre«mea, 

89;  question  of  boundaries  referred 

tOj  li^ 

Phihp,  King,  oontrorenj  with  Chick* 
ataubut,  77:  friendiv  relatiotu  of  the 
settlers  with,  79j  fetter  U>  Captain 
Foster,  Zfi. 

Phillips,  George,  40j  John,  ^  67i  au- 
togrsph,  57j  Mrs.  John,  4T3;  Samuel 
R.,  232 ;  Thomas,  liQ, 

Phinner,  Rev.  G.  A.,  277. 

Phips,  "iuhn,  Ua^  Sir  William,  89j  per- 
sonality of,  BiL 

PhvsiciAtis.  no  record  of  earlv.  Hi; 
Elijah  Danforth,  lU;  William  Molden, 
144;  Phineas  Holdeo,  144;  liJeaser 
i^app.  lf>8;  Thomai  Danforth,  lft8; 
Samuel  "RTulliken,  181,  I95j  Robert 
Thaxter,  im);  .l«hn  TIulliiw  Spooner, 
443  :  Erasmus  D.  Miller,  ;  George 
M.  Reod.  44i7. 

Pickwick  Club.  m=m. 

Pierce,  Abraham.  liLi  B.  R..  427: 
Deacon  Daniel,  278 :  Deacon  Btlwanl, 
23iL  ^  iii  ijll  Ebenejter,  141_i  Ed- 
ward  L.,  F.  L.,  470j  (ieor^ro  K., 
202;  Henrv  L..  3^  4^2,  447j  John. 
40,  57i  John,  3C3,  ^liUj  Ut  v.  John. 
D.D.,  24nrJ.  ITTiMi  .losiah. 
319;  Lewis,  245„  3fi4i  Lemuel,  140: 
Napth.iU,  UOi  Robert,  SfUL  ^  : 
SamuiJ,  <''i4 ;  .'^:inuu;l  S.,  44-! ;  Thiim.lH, 
362:  Warren,  2^ 
Pierce  Hou.<ie,  3fiQ=3fi5:  illustration,  Ifi&x 
Pierce,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  .Samuel,  ill; 
sketch  of,  158.  159;  extracts  from 
diary  of,  159-168,  445;  »<h»<ilmn<ner, 
322:  connection  with  Pierce  House, 

Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  187;  Jonathan,  21^^  | 


Pike.  Rev.  Richard, 
Pincbeou,  Mr.,  idL 
Pinney,  Humphrey, 

Pirates,  liilL 

Pitcher,  Andrew,  il, 

Piayiiiff-canl  nianufuctory,  Hi. 

Plvninlon,  .'ereiniah.  .148. 

\'u\v,  William.  2H!i.  iLL 

I'ciiiicrov,  Eltwet'il,  Hi, 

I'liiid,  .foshua,  14' 

"  Pitiikupoai^ "  Indians,  fifi. 

Ponliapuai;  IMatuatron,  44]  set  afide  for 

the  Iiiilian>,  77. 
PonkaiMja^  Ponil,  land  laid  out  around, 

62;  inaiie  a  sviianite  township,  111: 

surplus  wuter  of,  196. 
Pool,  CluirK"*, 

Poope,  Ebenezer,  Ul;  John,  ai. 

Pope,  Eli>h,  Elijah,  Jr.,  139;  John, 
40.  220i  Ralph,  1*1;  William,  245,  432, 
W.  F..  m 

Porter.  Rev.  Fxlward  G.,  4fi&:  Rev.  Eli- 
phalet,  D.  D.,  24Sj;  RevTO.  W.  279, 
280;  .loscph,  IllLl  William  R  42;j.  426. 

Po'wiKr-niill,  174,  IM. 

"  Power  of  Sviniwithv,"  the,  408. 

Pratt,  Benjamin,  14Uj  David.  141.  146; 
Enoch.         Laban,  rr4,,  IM. 

Pravm,  leustb  of,  218i  2iiL 

"  Preston  •'  the.  ITL 

Preston,  Daniel,  444 ;  Daniel,  Jr.,  101, 
a(>-2,  305 ;  EdwanTTlti-}.  446;  Eli^H, 
HI  ;  .Tumi's,  iL2 ;  John,  iM :  Kemeia- 
bcr.lOiL;  Samuel,  I40j  Williain,  44. 

Preston's  Point,  ML 

Price,  David,  M ;  Francis,  108. 

Procter,  Georgp,  44- 

Proctor,  Samuel,  2J4- 

Proprietors  of  the  Undivided  Lands,  see 
Ditrchf  tttr  Proprietor$. 

Provincial  Congress,  13iL 

Provincial  period,  bridge  to,  SI ;  excite- 
ment incident  to.  Hit. 

Purchase,  Widow,  44. 

Puritans  of  Ma«<«achu!ietts,  2iL 

Puritan  movement,  UL 

Putnam  Nail  Companv,  MIL 

Putnam,  S.  S ,  luL 


QUIGLEY,  William,  42L 
Quincy,  town  of,  79,  132.  See 
Rrmntrte. 
Quincy  Bav.  66^  14- 
Quincy,  Edmund,  fifi. 


RAILROAD.  179;  opposition  to,  193- 
194. 

Randall,  Jacob,  liD;  Philip,  4Q ;  Samoel, 

Rawlins,  Thomas,  OL 

lUvnsfonl,  Edxvsnl.ll- 
Read,  William,  4U. 
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Readman,  Charles,  91. 

Kebellion,  War  of,  263,  il&di22. 

Kccord  Book,  43^  AlT^ 

lieed,  I>r.  Gwrge  M.,  ^ ;  William  Uar- 

risoD,  469. 
Revere,  Paul.  196^  2^ 
Kevolutioii,  War  of,  124-142. 
Kevnolds,  William.  U  .  aUil. 
Kicliardf,  David,  LU  ;  E.  Q..  426  :  Kev. 

Humphrey,  277  ;  Jaine*.  147:  Samuel, 

m  ;  ThomaTni;  W'.  W.  42L 
Richardson,  C.  W.  i^H  :  John,  449^  ihl ; 

Robert,  279,  282,  340j  WilHam  H., 

.340. 

Richmond,  Rev.  Edward,  D.  D.,  169^ 

sketch  of,  271,  212- 
Richmond,  John,  140. 
Rickcr,  Mrs.  l-4iiclinc  C,  OSL 
Rifle  Company.  171. 
Riplev,  Mm.  Clara  M.,  iSSL 
Roiadis  earlr,  <i7. 

Robbins,    )i>dward    IIutchiDion,   323 ; 

James  M.,  hT' 
Robic,  J.  E.,  i2tL 

Robinson.  Major  Ldnard,  848;  E.  B.. 

347.  348;  James,  91i  Captain  James, 
hLi ;  Colonel  John,  124,  liO;  John. 

aiG;  John  11.,  IM;  Ke%'T7ohn  P.,  278; 

^Uin  Umuel,  130,  159,  IGlji  3781 

Samuel,  30^  Thomas,  IST 
Rocket  Richard,  U. 
Rock  Hill  [Rocky  HillJ,  fort  built  at,  291 

guns  mounted  at,  &1L 
Rt«;kwell,  William.  27,  39,  iili. 
Rogers,  Captain  WillianTSl.,  412. 
Rolfc,  William  J.,  MSL  42IL 
Roiian.  Hvv.  Peter.  2«2.  liUi. 
"  Rose."  frigate.  88. 
Rotisrter,  Edward,  27,  39j  Hugh,  44. 
RoMiter,  Brav.  4£L 
Roundv.  W.  A.,  420, 
Roxbiirv,  town  of,  3S,  78,  129^  131  1.35, 

150.  162.  10.-..  164.  167,  224. 
EuBscll.  Daniel,  Ufi. 


SAGAMORE,  of  Anwam,  4fi. 
St.  Anne'!«  Miwinn.  280.  281. 
St  Mar%''»  Church,  188 :  forming  of,  278. 
St.  Peter,  parish  of.  282. 
Salem,  the  "  Arbella "  arrives  at,  3Qj 
early  taxation,  3& ;  Oneral  Court  held 
at,  130 ;  court  dis^olveil,  HLL:  school 
established  at,  2ilQ. 
SalfonMall.  Rev.  I..  W.,  ffiL 
Sandra.*,  Hop^iill,  9i;  Samuel,  &1. 
Sanfor»l.  Rev.  David,  181 ;  Thoma»,  11. 
Savin  Mill,  see  /iofk  Hill;  named  by 
Joseph  Tuttle,62j  significance  of  name, 
&2  ;  early  settlers  on.  '.A-TH ;  refereno- 
made  by  Edward  Everett  to.  HL. 
School,  first  public  provision  in  America 
for  free,  49,  282.  'i!H> ;  important  posi- 
tion held  by,  28ii;  ThomiMon's  Island 


granted  for  support  of,  4!)_,  2IiQ ;  early 
plans  for,  292;  rules  and  direction.^, 
'->!i'j-.«Mi ;  petition  to  Ueneral  Court  in 
behalf  ot,  aUii  ;  land  laid  out  for,  304; 
bequests  to,  301 ;  l.atiii  book  presented 
to.  ;  for  girls,  3y8i  numb«r  of 
pupils  in  1792,  308;  in  1834,  342i  in 
1846,  344 :  town  divided  into  wards, 
^Mi ;  school  at  Lower  Hills,  {i2ii;  rules 
and  regulation»,  180A,  [liiii ;  text-books 
used  ill,  -135.  3.36 ;  high  school.  339. 
346;  school  districts  renumbered,  342; 
boliday.i,  343i  celebration  of  2501  h  anni- 
versary-, 349-36^1 ;  sunnnarv,  3.^4,  llfl. 
School  Committee,  first  esta\>li»hed,  60. 
2iil. 

.S<-hoolhouse,  fin>t.  301 ;  second,  3QL 

Schoolmasters,  291^  309-3;«). 

Schools,  private,  344,  34.0. 

School  W  ardens,  see  School  Copnnilttt, 

Scott,  Ebeiiezer,  llfl. 

Seal,  of  Colony,  313:  evolution  of  State, 
3lii;  adoption  by  town,  ;  illustra- 
tion, 429, 

Sears,  Barnas,  gO&i  David,  20!L 

Seaver.  Edwin  P.,  3£!2:  Elislia,  UL 

Seaverns,  Henn*  A.,  419. 

Second  Parish  (liurch,  forming  of,  150. 
249;  the  Codinan  controversy,  254- 
2t!a ;  list  of  deacons  in,  2Q1 ;  celebra- 
tion of  75th  anniversary,  264-268 ; 
illustration,  12IL 

Selectmen,  early,  34..38. 

Sensioii,  Matthias  [Matthew],  4SL 

Sever,  Jonathan,  lllL 

Sewall,  Judge.  Iii2,  218.222. 

"Shannon,"  the,  IM,  Ui2.  1L3. 

Sharon,  town  of,  47^  78j  set  off  from 
Dorchester,  78j,  trouble  over  lish  laws, 

U^lifiu 

Sharp,  Daniel,  282:  Deacon  Edward, 
•2t;4.  .340:  (Jeorge  H.  L..  SJSi.  Deacon 
James  C,  264^  268, 21iU.  Willinm,  lAL 

Shay.s's  Rebellion,  145;  Dorchester  sol- 
diers in.  IM. 

Sheafe,  Mark  W.,  2S2i 

Shed,  Thomas.  UL 

Shepard,  M.  M..  427i  Royal,  llfl. 

Sherman,  James,  140. 

Sh<Kit,  Joshua,  ILL 

Shuttlesworth,  Samuel,  32L 

Silvester,  Rev.  W.  W.,  280. 2aL 

Sinipkins,  Captain,  ^ 

Singing.  221. 

Slave-trade,  position  taken  by  early  set- 
tlers toward,  fll. 

.*^inallage.  Andrew  J..  282. 

Small-pox.  109,  144,  m,  Ifil. 

Smith.  Aaron.  Mj  KIbridge,  34S,  471i 
Hcnr\*,  40j  Increase  S..  3.V2 .  Mrsi 
Ji  miina.  331 ;  J.  V.  C.  2i0j  Thomas, 
140;  Rev.  W.  E.  C.  2aL 

Smith.  Captain  John,  first  record  of  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  2il  autograph,  23j  gives 
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name  to  New  England  and  the  Charles 
Hirer,  20. 

Smith,  Quartermaster  John,  2Ii  select- 
man. 96^  freeman,  HL 

Soldier's  Monument,  230,  421^  422^  426- 
42iL 

SoTiH  of  Libertv,  125^  153. 
Soule,  Mr«.  ICfi/.abetli  P.,  IHL 
South  Boston,  see  l)t>rehe$(er  Nreh. 
South  Carolina,  expedition  to,  97-101. 
Southcote,  Kirhard,  27,  39;  Thonin»,  SSL 
SoHthworth,  Dalla",  l^jfcdward,  332. 
Spiitildin^',  Kev.   Hennr  C,  2^  27fij 
Captain  Jeremiah,  8|9j  William 

Spencer,  A.  W.,  202* 
Spooner,  Dr.  John  P.,  3^  iM. 

8praf;iif.  Witliain,  ML 

Spur,  Klislia,  1 40 ;  James,  140,  147;  Lem- 
uel, UO;  H.jU'rl,  81,  ill, 

S<|uantiim,  tnwti  of,  lie.  74,  3(18. 

Sqiieb,  (  'aptain,  ciimmaniTerof  the  "  Mary 
and  John,"  'J^  pervci^ity  of,  28j  justi- 
fication i)f,  ^ 

Sta^'f  -coaclu's,  170,  IIL. 

Sump  Act,  LIL 

Standish,  Captiiiii  Miles,  tirst  accurate 
description  of  Boston  Harbor,  2i. 

Stark,  James  II.,  -t?!. 

Stearns,  A.  T.,  184,  432;  Rev.  W.  A., 
210. 

Stedroan,  Dr.  Charles  E..  m:  Daniel 
B.,  Jr.,  282,  432- 

Sterling,  ATF.,  419i  J.  W.,  419, 121. 

Stevens,  Newell  TTTlia. 

Stevenson,  David,  UL. 

Stickiiev,  JoBiah,  177. 

Stiles,  hobrrt,  iL 

Stimpson.  Charles,  282;  J.  N. 

Stoddard,  Daniel,  140,  IM- 

Stone,  A.  C,  426;  Benjamin,  Jr.,  418, 
420,426;  Mrs."Xucy,  471-475;  portrait 
of,  47?rM.  W.,  41»,  i2SL 

Storer,  Amos  R ,  3US. 

Stougliton,  t"wn  of,  47,  66,  78;  set  off 
from  Dorehei^ter.  78;  volunteers  to 
Canada  expedition,  W,  Ql;  opposition 
to  loss  of  territory,~l24;  field  »l!icerB 
chosen  at,  161;  trouble  over  riitb  laws, 
445,  liiL 

Stoui^ton  Fund, 

Stoughton  Hall,  iUL 

Stoughton,  Israel,  27j  anfograph,  27; 
selectman,  jU;  freeman, taptairiof 
military  company,  43j  sketch  of,  56, 
67;  first  mill  in  New  England,  67_; 
granted  a  fish-weir,  444. 

Stoughton's  Mill,  first  in  New  England, 

Stoughton  School,  .14fi. 

Stoughton,  Thomax,  39, 62. 

Sloughton,  William, ~82:  chosen  lieuten- 

ant-ffovemor,  80j  personalitv  of,  90 ; 
death,  IQl;  sketch  of,  l<.>-J-i06;  por- 


trait of,  103:  epitaph,  ICQ;  UTi^d  to 
become  pastor,  232;  bequest  to  scliocd, 
305.  30fi. 

Stoves,  late  use  of,  in  churches,  222, 

223;  opposition  to  use  of,  223. 
Strange,  (leorge,  4iL 
Strttnf;LT«,  liiw  concerning,  SS. 
Stratton,  Binjamin,  LLL 
Streets,  earl  v,  hL 
Stuart,  Jane, 

Sumner.  C,  179;  Clement,  140;  Ebene- 
zer,  91j  F.  H..  426;  Increase,  305; 
Jesfe,  147;  Jezeniah,  91j  Otis.  426; 

Kufus,  TVh  Sanjiiel,  SJlTWillianiT^ 
Itlj  304.  3Iii  Wiiliam.  Ifii  448]  Gcn- 
firal^WTHiam  H.,  iiO. 

Siifwrfluiiies,  law  concerning,  60,  &L. 

"  Superior,"  the,  177. 

Swai>.  Colonel  James,  394— 'I H 9:  Madame 
James,  .3!)".  398;  Janu-s  K.,  426:  Sam- 
uel, ISTHMT^Villiam  D.,~IB4.  194. 
I'.jf),  353. 

Swan  Flniise,  3aU39a;  illustration  of,SiL 
Swift,  Janii'x,  91j  John,  146 ;  Thomas, 

M;  William,  aL 
Symonds,  MJcha,  IML 


TAFT,  John  B.,  432. 
Talcott,  John,  LL 
Tate  and  Bradv's  i'salras,  1^ 
Taunton,  78,  lilL 
Tavlor,  George,  140. 
Taylor  House,  itm-Ul;  iliustTation.iOT. 
Tea,  opposition  to  tax  on,  12&-130.  liKL 
Tea  Partv,  Boston, 
Teelan,  James,  i2L- 
Temple,  Thomas  F.,  ifilL 
Templeman,  J.  W.,  4-27 . 
Terry,  Stephen,  aiL 

Thacher,  Cesar,  140;   Mrs.  Margaret, 

265;  Rev.  Peter,  107,  ail. 
Thayer.  Arodi,  125,  'dhil;  Eleazer,  lil; 

Rev.  Ueurge  A.,  452  ;  Jnzaniah,  140  ; 

Nathaniel.  HI ;  Samuel,  140. 
Thaxter,  Dr.  Robert,  199^  200,  233. 
"TliesBurus  Romana:  et  Dritannicc," 

3Hfi. 

Third  Religious  Society,  2.^9;  formation 
of.  208;  mini-^ti  I  S  of,  •271-276- 

Thompson,  C.  M.,  202:  David,  31.  49. 
802;  Josiah.  liLs  William,  lifl. 

Thomp^fin's  Island,  49  ;  deposition  con- 
icniin;,',  4y_;  ^jranteil  to  Dorchester,  49, 
2112;  granted  to  John  Thompson,  w, 
802;  rent  imposed  upon,  290. 

Thompson,  John,  Thompson's  Island 
granted  to,  50,  302. 

Thornton.  I^^aar,  LUl:  Thomas,  40. 

Tilesfon  &  Ilolliiifii-worth.  -l-tH- 

Tileston,  Mis*  Anne  .S.,  2^  C.  F...  470^ 
E.  B..  42E;  Fximund  P.,  124.  ISIh  Wl 
42?),  432,  448;  Ezekiel,  140;  Frank, 
mi. ;  TIames,  140 ;  John  ;  Lem- 
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uel,  427j  Nathaniel  W.,  429 ;  Oneai- 
phoruB,  v22:  Thomaii,  4-1  ;  Thoinas, 
llli;  Tiinothv,  81;  Timothv,  111; 
William  H.,  iJIL 

Tileston  School.  lUL 

TileBtone,  Cornelius,  &L> 

Tillev,  John,  HL 

Tillingfaast,  Nicholas, 

Tinian  Point,  413,  Hi. 

Tobacco,  law  passed  concerning,  i&. 

Tolman,  C.  E.,  427j  Ebenez^r,  149^  37(1; 
Elijah,  JiQ;  Ezekiel,  IBl ;  Eze1uel,23r; 
G.  E..  42t!_i  John,  iU,  305j  Robert  F., 
112  ;  Thomas,  UOjTIioinas  J..  133. 

Toplill,  CiemcntrTTO;  tombstone  of,  2^; 
Nathaniel,  140,  '2i!i  ;  Elder  Samuel, 
110,  2ifi  ;  Samuel,  schoolmaster,  30<i, 
SHI 

Torrev,  Deacon  Elbridge,  864,  ;  Noah. 
USL 

Tory,  Reuben,  IML 

Town  government,  first  special  in  New 

England,  esttiblished,  34^  2&. 
Train,  Enoch,  2IJ&. 
Training  Dav,  IIL 

Trask,  William  B.,  194,  195,  215.  265, 

307,  30H,  352.  3r)8,  joo;  ^TTfiMT 
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